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NURHAN ARMAN, Conductor

THE EZRA DUO
Concerto in D minor for Violin and Piano Felix Mendelssohn
(1809 - 1847)
I. Allegro
II. Adagio

II1. Allegro molto

The Ezra Duo. Jacob Clewell, violinist and Sasha Bult-Ito, pianist
- intermission -

Concerto Grosso Op. 6, No. 8, “Christmas Concerto”  Arcangelo Corelli
(1653-1713)

I. Vivace
I1. Allegro
II1. Adagio-Allegro-Adagio
IV. Vivace
Sinfonia: L’incoronazione di Dario Antonio Vivaldi
(1678-1741)
I. Allegro
II. Andante e sempre piano
III. Presto
Lament for the Souls of Sauteurs Larry Strachan
Ontario premiere (1970 - )
Messiah: Overture and Pifa George Frederic Handel
(1685-1759)
Palladio Suite: Movement I - Allegretto Karl Jenkins

(1944 - )

Sinfonia Toronto respectfully acknowledges that this concert takes place
within the Treaty Lands and Territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation
and the traditional territories of the Huron-Wendat and Haudenosaunee peoples.
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Sinfonia Toronto
VIOLIN I
Xiaohan Guo, Concertmaster
~Marcus Scholtes, Assoc. Concertmaster
Alex Toskov
Daphné Bourbonnais
*Sharon Chan
*Jonathan Garabedian
VIoLA
Anthony Rapoport, Principal
Jacob Clewell
*Grace Moon

~onleave *extra/substitute

VIOLIN II

Joyce Lee, Principal
Sarah Boyer

Eiko Hosaka

“Lucia Barcari

" Cassandra Leshchyshyn

CELLO
Andras Weber, Principal
Sarah Steeves

DOUBLEBASS
Jesse Dietschi, Principal

The musicians of Sinfonia Toronto are members of the Toronto Musicians’ Association,
Local 149 of the American Federation of Musicians of the United States and Canada.

Board of Directors

Michael McLarney, President

Dr. Edward Thompson, Past President
Dr. Cindy R. Sinclair, Vice President
Andrew Wolf, Vice President
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Dan Bowyer
A Anne Venton

www.sinfoniatoronto.com

Liliana Compagnone
Natalie Gokchenian
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info@sinfoniatoronto.com 416-499-0403

4005 Don Mills Road, Suite 253, Toronto, Ontario M2H 3J9
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Sinfonia Toronto

Now in its 27th season, Sinfonia Toronto has toured in Europe, the US,
South America and China, and performs in cities across Ontario. It has
released seven cd’s, including the JUNO winner Flanders Fields Reflections.

Sinfonia Toronto’s interactive ‘Concerts under Construction’ programs
introduce students in high-needs schools to varied musical styles and model
the positive effects of cooperation. Their Digital Inclusion Project shared
concert livestreams and videos free for residents in 43 long-term care homes
in Ontario and students attending non-profit community music schools.

The orchestra’s repertoire includes all the major string orchestra works of
the 18th through 21st centuries, and it has premiered many new works,
especially music by Canadian composers. Under the baton of Music
Director Nurhan Arman, the orchestra’s performances present outstanding
international guest artists and prominent Canadian musicians.

Nurhan Arman, Music Director

During the 2025-2026 season Nurhan Arman
conducts in Toronto, Italy, Brazil, Argentina
and the Republic of Georgia, leading
Sinfonia Toronto, the Orchestra di Matera e
Basilicata, the Filarmonica Campana, the
Orquestra Nacional Claudio Santoro Brasilia
and a tour in Argentina and Brazil with the
Thilisi State Chamber Orchestra.

In 2024-2025 he conducted at summer
festivals in Italy and Spain and directed a
four-city tour with Austria’s Arpeggione Kammerorchester. He directed
recording sessions for Sinfonia Toronto's seventh CD, an album of harp
concertos with Teresa Suen-Campbell, and after opening the season in
Toronto he returned to Italy for an engagement with the Orchestra
Filarmonica Campana.

In 2023-2024 Maestro Arman made a fourth return to the Arpeggione
Kammerorchester and in Italy conducted the Filarmonica Italiana and the
Orchestra Naonis Donatello. In 2022-2023 he guest conducted orchestras in
Canada, Italy, Germany, Greece and Georgia, including the Nordharzer
Sinfoniker, Thessaloniki Symphony, Orchestre classique de Montréal,
Georgian Sinfonietta and the Orchestra Sinfonica del Teatro Goldoni. He
has led Sinfonia Toronto on international tours in Germany, Spain, South
America and China.



Maestro Arman has conducted in fifteen European countries, Russia,
Ukraine, Armenia, South Korea, Mexico, Argentina, Brazil, Peru, Uruguay,
the Dominican Republic and throughout the US and Canada, leading
orchestras including the Moscow Philharmonic, State Hermitage Orchestra
St. Petersburg, Volgograd Symphony, Belgrade Philharmonic, Filarmonica
Italiana, Orchestra Sinfonica di Roma, Hungarian Philharmonic, Lithuanian
Philharmonic, I'Orchestre Regional d'Ile de France and dozens of others.

Born to Armenian parents in Istanbul, he played his first violin recital at the
age of 13. After arriving in the United States on a Disney Foundation
scholarship, he concertized from coast to coast, performing across the
United States and at the Tanglewood, Spoleto, New York and Florida music
festivals. After several seasons of leading US orchestras as concertmaster,
he began the conducting career that has taken him all over the world.

Maestro Arman has served as an adjudicator for international conducting
competitions in Poland and Canada and has taught conducting at the
Brockport Festival and the Florida Festival in the United States, Canada’s
Northern Music Festival and the Royal Conservatory of Music.

Program Notes
By Dr. Lorne Tepperman

Concerto in D minor for Violin and Piano Felix Mendelssohn

(1809 - 1847)
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy began piano lessons with his mother, but
when he showed precocious talent his parents hired Berlin’s leading
teachers to guide him. He made his piano debut at nine and was composing
near-professional pieces by 11. He made spectacular progress during the
next several years and created a true catalogue of works by his thirteenth
birthday, including six symphonies for strings and his Piano Sonata in G
minor. His output in his teens included the Concerto for Piano and Strings,
two concertos for two pianos, three piano quartets and the first of his
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FOUR CENTURIES | Berlin Montréal TO
Jan 23, 7.30 pm - Trinity-St. Paul’s Centre, 427 Bloor W
Christoph Hartmann, oboe *Noémie Raymond, cello
Mozart - Bach - Jaeger - Palej - Saint-Saens

PATHETIQUE | Songs From the Heart
Feb 28, 7.30 pm - George Weston Recital Hall, 5040 Yonge
Evan Pyne, violin *Kripa Nageshwar, soprano
Elgar - Eatock — Saint- Sdens - Shoujounian - Beethoven



extensive series of Songs without Words. Acclaimed as the greatest prodigy
since Mozart, by 20 he was established as a major composer. Just a year
later he was offered the position of Chair of Music at the University of Berlin.

Mendelssohn was in demand as a virtuoso pianist and conductor as well,
travelling to England and Italy. At 26 he was named conductor of the
famous Leipzig Gewandhaus Orchestra and became the leading musician of
the city, promoting many others’ works as well as his own. When his
beloved sister Fanny died it was a severe shock that helped cause his own
death a few months later at only 38. He left an oeuvre of 121 published
works and more than 130 unpublished works.

The Concerto for Piano and Violin was written when Mendelssohn was 14,
but like so many of his other early works it displays maturity and subtlety
far beyond his years. The different sonorities and technical characters of the
violin and piano are balanced with great mastery, as is the soloists’
relationship with the orchestra. The orchestra is featured for its own sake in
passages of brilliant beauty; while not consigned to a role of passive
accompaniment, the orchestra never overshadows the solo instruments’
prominence.

Concerto Grosso Op. 6, No. 8, “Christmas Concerto” Arcangelo Corelli
(1653-1713)

The set of 12 concertos in Corelli’s Opus 6 are the height of the Italian
concerto grosso style that features a solo group rather than one solo part.
Handel modeled his own famous set on Corelli’s Opus 6. The solo group is
called the concertato and the rest of the ensemble is known as the ripieno.

The work’s title “Christmas Concerto” refers to the shepherds who gathered
at the manger in Bethlehem. It was an Italian tradition for shepherds to
appear in towns on Christmas Eve and play their pipes in front of nativity
scenes. Corelli may have been the first composer to compose a musical work

dedicated to depicting the
plene Celebratmg Over 100 Years at Heinl

nativity scene in a concert
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work, but he was certainly
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Sinfonia: L’incoronazione di Dario Antonio Vivaldi
(1678-1741)

Vivaldi’s opera L’incoronazione di Dario, “The Coronation of Darius,”
premiered at the Teatro Sant’ Angelo in Venice in January 1717 during the
earliest part of Vivaldi’s operaa output, all between 1713 and 1739. In this
and other pieces of the period, he skillfully balanced vocal and instrumental
elements, creating rich and expressive music.

The opera opens with a three-movement Italian sinfonia, a common
overture style in the early 18th century consisting of an Allegro, a lively and
energetic opening with bright, fast-paced music; an Andante, a slower, more
expressive movement that provides contrast; and a Presto, a fast and spirited
finale leading into the opera’s first act.

Set in the 5th century BC at the Persian court, the opera dramatizes the
struggle for the throne after the death of King Cyrus. Darius, who eventually
prevails, is backed by governors and officials; Oronte, a rival, is supported
by the people; and Arpago, a military captain, has the army’s support.

The opera’s protagonist is based on Darius I of Persia, who ruled from 522
to 486 BC. Darius I faced multiple rebellions but successfully reestablished
control, expanding the Achaemenid Empire to include Thrace, Macedonia,
and parts of Greece. He organized the empire into provinces ruled by satraps
(governors), introduced a standardized monetary system, made Aramaic an
official language alongside Persian and built cities such as Susa, Persepolis,
and Babylon. His reign was also marked by his failed attempt to conquer
Greece, ending in defeat at the Battle of Marathon in 490 BC.

Tickets only for tonight?
Enjoy more beautiful concerts,
still with subscription savings!
Two more Downtown Concerts $28 /7 $72 / $81

Four more Masterpiece Series Concerts $51/ $123 / $136




Lament for the Souls of Sauteurs Larry Strachan
Ontario premiere (1970 - )
In 1651 after a series of violent confrontations with French forces the
Kalinago people who had been living on Grenada for centuries were
cornered and facing inevitable defeat. With the French colonizers closing in
and the threat of enslavement or forced assimilation, the Kalinago made the
heart-wrenching decision to jump off a cliff. This powerful act of resistance
highlighted their determination to preserve their freedom and dignity.

Leapers' Hill, the site of their heroic act, symbolizes resistance to
colonialism. Today the site is a significant landmark in Grenada and a
reminder of Indigenous courage and loss. The work we hear tonight
memorializes the tragic event. Its composer Larry Strachan is a versatile
musician from Winnipeg with Grenadian heritage. A pianist, teacher,
adjudicator, lecturer, composer and conductor, Strachan founded and directs
the Chamber Orchestra Without Borders.

Lament for the Souls of Sauteurs is one of Strachan’s most powerful
compositions. It was premiered on April 26, 2008, at the Shaw Performing
Arts Centre in Winnipeg by the Winnipeg Chamber Orchestra and
conducted by the composer. It is a lyrical, neo-romantic work, perhaps
somewhat reminiscent of Ralph Vaughan Williams. Reflective and sombre,
the work carries the emotional weight of the 1651 tragedy. Through
mournful melodies, rich harmonies and dramatic contrasts it conveys a deep
sense of sorrow and remembrance.

For a Great Real Estate Performance,
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The 2026 University of Toronto New Music Festival (Jan 23 - Feb 3) features
works by Roger D. Moore Distinguished Visitorin Composition Vivian Fung.
Other guests include Nordic Voices (Norway), Christoph Hartmann
(Germany), Ars Activa (Poland), Gryphon Trio, Canadian Art Song Project,
Bedford Trio, Jana Starling &Allison Wiebe, John Burge, Rob
MacDonald, minMAX Electroacoustic Orchestra, plus Faculty of Music
ensembles, faculty and students. Most events are in Walter Hall, free and
opentothe public. Forafulllistplease visit https://utnmf.music.utoronto.ca

Dr. Raffi Aynaciyan

ey ‘ D.D.S., M.C1.D., F.R.C.D.(C)
56, braces

o\, for children Orthodontist
and adults

Richmond Hill (Hillcrest Mall):
9350 Yonge Street, Suite 216
905-884-4161

North York:
3333 Bayview Avenue, Suite 203
416-221-0660

Downtown Toronto:
11 King Street West,

Az Graph

Suite C115

416-363-3018
Hasmig (Jasmine) S. Aynaciyan, B.Sc., D.D.S.

Dental Surgeon

Phone: 416-363-3018
11 King St. W., Suite C-115 Fax: 416-363-3126
Toronto, Ontario M5H 4C7 driaynaciyan@hotmail.com



https://utnmf.music.utoronto.ca/

Messiah: Overture and Pifa George Frederic Handel
(1685-1759)

Handel was the most cosmopolitan composer of the Baroque period. He
grew up in Germany, mastered musical forms in Italy, and then settled in
England for almost 50 years. He drew on the best features of all three
nations’ styles in his operas and oratorios. Most of his oratorios are based
on Biblical or religious stories, like the most famous of all, Messiah, but
some such as Semele and Hercules are secular, and all share musical
characteristics with his operas.

These two seasonal-favourite orchestra-only movements from the Messiah
are considered some of Handel’s finest instrumental compositions.

Palladio Suite: Movement I - Allegretto Karl Jenkins
(1944 - )

Welsh multi-instrumentalist and composer Sir Karl William Pamp Jenkins
has been shown by surveys to be one of the most-performed living
composers in the world. He is recordings have received seventeen gold and
platinum awards. Born in Wales, he studied at Cardiff University and the
University of London, transitioning back to classical works after highly
successful careers in jazz, rock and winning nine Clio Awards for ad scores.

Jenkins writes, “Palladio was inspired by the 16th-century Italian architect
Andrea Palladio, whose work embodies the Renaissance celebration of
harmony and order. Two of Palladio’s hallmarks are mathematical harmony
and architectural elements borrowed from classical antiquity, a philosophy
which I feel reflects my own approach to composition. The first movement
I adapted and used for the ‘A Diamond is Forever’ television commercial
for a worldwide campaign.”

i sl

Recognized as “an iconic team” (Fairbanks
Daily News-Miner), The Ezra Duo (Jacob
Clewell, viola/violin and Sasha Bult-Ito,
piano) blends their charismatic stage
presence with inventive and accessible
programming.

Formed in 2016 while students at The
Glenn Gould School, Ezra has gone on to
become one of North America’s most
exciting string/piano duos.




The duo has garnered an impressive list of accomplishments, including
recital tours of their Women in Music, Art of the Duo, and Colorfully
Contemporary programs in the US and Canada, an appearance in Carnegie
Hall, and a performance as guests at a G7 Summit event held at the Royal
Ontario Museum in Toronto. Jacob and Sasha are top prizewinners of
numerous international competitions both individually and together, are
frequent guests with orchestras and chamber ensembles across North
America, and are increasingly involved with premieres of new music
written specifically for Ezra. The duo also hosts an online recital series
called Ezra Electrified! on Twitch.tv, where they present themed classical
and crossover programming while performing on electric instruments. Their
first album, titled Mystic Journey, was released in August 2024 and is
distributed by Universal Music Group worldwide.

As dedicated educators, they have given masterclasses at Berry College, the
University of Tulsa, and the Albuquerque Youth Symphony, and provided
workshops as guest instructors at Harding Fine Arts Academy in Oklahoma.
Jacob and Sasha are co-Artistic Directors of the Emerald Coast Chamber
Music Festival in Florida and serve as Artist Faculty at the annual Chamber
Music Institute for advanced conservatory students, where they often co-
coach student ensembles. Ezra is also frequently involved in outreach
efforts, presenting talks and performances in partnership with organizations
like the Toronto Public Library, Canada's Centre for Addiction and Mental
Health, and in schools, youth programs, and retirement communities
wherever they visit.

On the road the duo enjoys indulging in such hobbies as visiting local zoos
and trying every specialty coffee shop they can find. At home in Toronto
they can be found taking long walks around the city, playing video and
tabletop games, or doting on their adorable calico cat, Akali, who frequently
stars in their social media.

Where does Administration
a 6%
my gift go?
Fundraising .
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2023-2024 season
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Sinfonia Toronto acﬁnow[e@ey with ﬁéep jmﬁfua@ the  generous supfrorters
who have donated to the orchestra durina the hast vear.

Appassionato
Gifts 81,000 and above

Margaret Chasins Meridian Credit Union
Dr. Swee H. Goh Kenneth & Mary Mitchell
Hampton Securities Seza & André Nazarian
Ludwig Van Toronto Susan Nobleman
Meredith MacFarquhar Dr. Edward Thompson
Michael McLarney Peter Wright

Symphony
Gifis from $500 to $999
John Burge Jennifer Mitchell
Natalie Gokchenian Scotiabank
Richard Gotlib Anne Venton
Jess Hungate Robert Winter
France Kandaharian The Wyhovsky Foundation

Concerto
Gifts from 3250 to 3499
Paula Adler Samantha Nagaratnam
Dan Bowyer John Sinclair
Liliana Compagnone Cindy Sinclair
Lloy Cook John Sinclair
In Memory of Hiroyasu Sudo
Gennady Erechtchoukov Jill Willington
Armen Karapetyan Andrew Wolf
Tolga & Catherine Kirhan Jean & Peter Woolford
Migirdic Migirdicyan Lawrence Xie

Friends
Gifis from 320 to $249
Araxie Altounian Geoffrey Fridd Ronald Raymond
Stepan Arman Brydon Gombay Pieternella Scholtes
Houry Artinian Megan Hodges Pamela Sinclair
Berdj Artinian Jess Hungate Dragana Susic
Rachel Bakhout Mina Hunt Grace Takenaka
John Barr Laurie Kochen & Vanna Milan ~ Martin Wade
Linda Beck Victoria Lee Maureen Yeoman
Christian Bode Robert Mitchell Ivan Yushin
Madeleine Bukovec Barbara & Kit Moore Arsho Zakarian
Stephanie Cooper Leigh Morrant Claude Zesseu
Frances M. Dvorchik Amy Parker
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Special Event Sponsors

Artage Portraits House of Cassady
www.artageportraits.com www.houseofcassady.ca

Avenue Café Jerome Art & Photography

www.avenuecafe.ca www.jerome.art
Aviv Restaurant . Jill’s Cookies

avivimmigrantkitchen.ca instagram.com/jills.cookies
Bamburgh Dental Centre Mary Mitchell
bamburghdentaloffice.com Nails by Vicky

Margaret Chasins instagram.com/vicky karpova
Marty Cutler John Sinclair

www.martycutler.com
Eat More Scarborough

www.eatmorescarborough.com Edward Thompson
Goodlife Fitness Andrew WOE
www.goodlifefitness.com Shelly Wolkin
Hair Wave Salon Woodman Wine & Spirits

Sinclair Consulting Services
sinclairconsultingservices.com

facebook.com/HairWaveSalonandSpa woodmanwinesandspirits.com

Hanji Gifts Zuccarini Importing
www.hanjigifts.com https://zuccarini.ca

Do you like planning special projects?
4 Join our special events team

Are you a “people person”?

4 Chat with patrons and donors in phone campaigns

Do you enjoy staying connected around your neighbourhood?

4 Drop flyers at stores and clubs to spread the word

Do you love browsing and commenting in social media?
4 Share our posts with your contacts and groups

Are you passionate about connecting to build our community?
4 Ask about joining a committee or the board

info@sinfoniatoronto.com
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¢ From duos and quartets to full orchestra, S
* enhance your next corporate or social event with live music! ¢
+ info@sinfoniatoronto.com 416.499.0403
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GIFT OF
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Musical Instruments - Gift Cards
Lessons - Online Shopping

925 Bloor St W1 (416) 588-7886 | bloor@long-mequade.com
3313 Danforth Ave | (416) 309-8722 | danforth@long-mcquade.com
863 Milner Ave | (416) 439-8001 | scarborough@long-mcquade.com
2777 Steeles Ave W | (416) 663-8612 | steeles@long-mcquade.com
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