OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR ADMIN

FEDERAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY (FIA CCW)
CYBERCRIME ZONE (CENTRAL) PUNJAB
Blok G, House No. 8-B, Gulberg-Il, Lahore

No. DD/ADMIN/CCW/LHR/2024/ | gf — \% ( Dated: )/9-01 - 2024

To,

The Additional Director,
FIA CCW, Rawalpindi.

The Additional Director,
FIA CCW, Lahore.

Subject: SPECIAL REPORT

Find enclosed herewith a letter along with annexures received from office of
the Director FIA Islamabad Zone vide office letter no. DIZ/S.0/Misc/2024/52 dated
09.01.2024 on the subject cited above. The same is being forwarded to your good office

for further necessary action, please. 5

Encl: As above
24 ol - )/0)1[7

(RAB NAWAZ)
Assistant Director Admin
FIA CCW Lahore
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FIA ISLAMABAD ZONE
ISLAMABAD
Ph: 051-9334581

No. DlZ/s.O/Misc/2024/5'L

Immediate

Dated: c'{?.m.zoza

To,

Subject: -

The COS t6 DG FIA,

FIA Headglquarters,
Islamakyad.

SPECIAL REPORT

Enclosed please find special report ‘The

Slasphemy Business — A

A

suspicious gang is trapping youth in Blasphemy cases & extorting money

from them after approaching FIA in Rawalpindi and Islamabad’ submitted
by Additional Inspector General of Police, Special Branch Punjab, Lahore
bearing SR No. 07/2024 dated 04.01.2024 for perusal and further necessary

action, as the matter relates to Cyber Crime Wing, please.
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(ABDUL JABBAR) PSP, PPM
Director FIA Islamabad Zone
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CONFIDENTIAL
IMMEDIATE

SR No. £ ] 12024
+ Dated: ¢ /{)/ / i~

SPECIAL REPORT

A suspicious

Kindly find enclosed a Special Report ‘The Blasphemy Business =
FIA

gang is trapping youth in Blasphemy cases & extorting money from them after approaching

in Rawalpindi and Islamabad for perusal and further necessary action, please

1] Ay

(ZULFIQAR HAMEED) PSP
Addl: Inspector Ganeral of Police,
Special Branch Punjab, Lahore

Dr. Usman Anwar, QPM, PSP
Inspector General of Police/ PPO,

Punjab.

Copy to:-

1. Mr. Zahid Akhtar Zaman,

Chief Secretary,

Government of the Punjab, Lahore.

2. Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Mian,
Additional Chief Secretary (Home),
Government of the Punjab, Lahore.

Mr. Sumair Ahmad Syed,
Secretary to CM Punjab,
Chief Minister's Secretariate,

Lahore.

3

Punjab

4. Rana Abdul Jabbar, PSP
Director FIA, Islamabad Zone,

G-13/3. Islamabad.

Mr. Muhammad Usman Tipu, PSP

SSP Law and Qrder,

Chief Minister's Secretariat, Punjab, Lahore.
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Special Report

THE BLASPHEMY BUSINESS - A SUSPICIOUS GANG IS TRAPP
ING YOUTH IN
BLASPHEMY CASES & EXTORTING MONEY FROM THEM AFTER APPROACHING
FEDERAL INVESTIGATION AGENCY (FIA) IN RAWALPINDI & ISLAMABAD

1. The field staff of this agency reported that there is a gang of some suspicious
persons, based in Rawalpindi/lslamabad who are trapping simple youth in
blasphemy cases and referring their cases to FIA. Reportedly, this gang is the
complainant in about ninety percent blasphemy cases reported to and registered
by FIA. A number of men and women are part of this gang which is reportedly
headed by Sheraz Ahmad Farooqi (0333-5451620) who poses as a worker of
Tehreek e Labaaik Pakistan (TLP). A lawyer, Rao Abdur Raheem Advocate, is also
part of this gang. They have formed an organization named “Legal Commission on

Blasphemy, Pakistan” and are normally operating under its banner.

Modus Operandi
2. The gang is operating in the following manner:

a. They have formed different WhatsApp and Facebook groups on social
media. Initially they lure and add youth in their groups. They then share
critical, sensitive and controversial contents in these groups through the
gang members. While chatting in groups, less qualified, not-so-aware of the
sensitiveness of the contents, or simpleton youth pass some irresponsible
comments and controversial remarks. The gang members, by trick, lure/ask
that boy to send these remarks or comments to their personal numbers.
These comments are saved and a case is prepared for FIA through
connivance of some elements in the agency as well.

b. Usually, the initiator of controversial remarks is called through some girl and
negotiated for some settlement. Later on, in case of failure or non-
agreement, his case is sent to FIA. Some of their social media groups

are: United Mazhabi Story, Laiba Mazhabi King, Azad Mazhabi llam etc.
The gang members are full time busy in such activities. Sources of their
funding are not known. Rao Abdur Raheem Advocate, one of the gang
members, seems to be impressed by Mumtaz Qadri and was involved in
kidnapping-cum-murder case of one Abdullah Shah, 2 residept of PS
Shalimar Islamabad in 2022 which later on ended in a comprom:se. They
are working in an organized manner and they have set thgtr target§ to‘ l;ratp
and implicate a large number of persons. They also publish and distrioute
leaflets in twin cities warning public against acts of blasphemy and arrange

seminars over the issue.
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¢. Reportedly, this gang has got 21 FIRs registered in FIA Cyber Crime
Reporting Center, Rawalpindi since September 2022 and 10 of their
complaints are in the process of inquiry.

(Detail report in vernacular is attuched us Annexure)
Analysis
According to human rights groups, blasphemy laws in Pakistan have been
exploited for persecuting minorities, and for settling personal rivaines - often
against other Muslims and not as much for protecting religious sensibilities.

and critical. These miscreants and anti-
youth in concocted

The current issue is very sefious

social elements are trapping simple and innocent

t only in Islam but also is a crime under

blasphemy cases, which is unlawful no

prevailing law of the land. They are running their illegal network in the name

of Islam. Prima facie they seem to be either working on some foreign agenda

and/or blackmailing less qualified and simple youth for extortion. The sttuation

requires thorough and exhaustive probe.

Recommendations

FIA may be directed to launch a thorough probe to dig out discreet
activities of the gang. Those found involved in illegal and ant-social
activities may be proceeded against under relevant laws.

also conduct forensics of mobile phones of the complainants of

ii. FIA may
ed on cyber space, 10 determine the actual

blasphemy incidents committ
source of the crime.
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