Success Stories

Success stories capture transformational experiences in participant voices, whether written,
audio, or video. They are not just evaluation data but powerful communication tools to
demonstrate impact to funders, stakeholders, and future participants.

Purpose
e Showcase individual journeys of growth and change.
e Provide qualitative evidence of program effectiveness.
e Inspire peers, stakeholders, and donors.
e Humanize program outcomes beyond numbers.

When to Use — Options
e Program Close-Out » Capture fresh reflections on impact.

e Long-Term Follow-Up » Document sustained transformation.
e Recruitment/Marketing » Share stories with prospective participants.

What to Capture in Success Stories

Category Examples

Participant Background Context about who they are (role, career stage, community,
personal goals). Just enough to make their story relatable, not
identifying unless they consent.

Challenge / Starting Point What obstacles, needs, or uncertainties they had entering the
program (e.g., lack of confidence, career transition, limited
networks).

Program Experience Specific program elements that made a difference:
mentorship conversations, resources, workshops, or peer
support. Focus on what actually helped.

Transformation Concrete changes in skills, confidence, opportunities, or
relationships. Could be personal (“| speak up more at work”)
or organizational (*“We created a new process together”).

Impact Beyond the Ripple effects — how their transformation benefited their
Individual team, community, or organization (e.g., improved
collaboration, knowledge transfer).

Quotes / Highlights Memorable participant phrases that “sound like them.” Short,
vivid lines that capture emotion or insight.

Media Elements Photos, video, or audio clips (with consent). Even simple
images of participants in action, or audio of them telling their
story, make it more compelling.




Future Outlook

What participants plan to do next, or how they'll carry forward
what they gained. Keeps stories forward-looking and
inspiring.

Recommended Tools

Tool

What to Know

Canva Templates

Quick, accessible way to design polished one-pagers or social
graphics. Great for combining participant quotes with photos.
Useful for annual reports, social media, or flyers.

Zoom / Loom

Easy to record video or screen-shared storytelling. Ideal for
remote participants who can't attend in person. Loom also
allows short, personal updates.

Voice Memos / Anchor

Easy to record video or screen-shared storytelling. Ideal for
remote participants who can't attend in person. Loom also
allows short, personal updates.

StoryCorps DIY Kit

Offers structured interview guides and recording tips.
Especially helpful if you want stories to feel deep, personal,
and reflective.

Google Docs / MS Word

Simple text-based collection. Flexible for participants who
prefer writing their stories. Easy to store, edit collaboratively,
and archive.

Padlet / Miro Boards

Interactive spaces where participants can drop in text, audio,
video, or images. Good for community-style story walls.

Otter.ai / Descript

Record and transcribe interviews. Makes it easy to pull
powerful quotes and highlights while keeping stories
authentic.

Adobe Express / InVideo

Low-cost tools for turning raw video/audio into short highlight
reels with captions and branding.

Microsoft Sway / Google
Sites

Lightweight platforms for publishing digital storybooks or
collections of participant journeys.

Photography (DSLR or
Smartphone)

Even simple, high-quality photos paired with quotes
humanize impact. Pair with consent forms for ethical use.

Collection Process / Workflow

1. Invite » Share the purpose and reassure that participation is voluntary.
2. Prompt » Use a short script or open-ended questions (e.g., “What changed for you?”

“What surprised you?").




3. Capture » Choose a medium that feels natural for the participant (text, audio, video, or
photo).

Consent » Obtain written or verbal permission for sharing.

Refine » Lightly edit for clarity, but keep their authentic voice.

Share Back » Let participants approve the final version.

Publish/Use » Share in reports, presentations, or recruitment materials.

No oA

Prompts / Question Bank

“What made you want to join this program?”

“What's the most important thing you gained from the experience?”
“What was a turning point or memorable moment for you?”

“What would you say to someone considering joining in the future?”

Best Practices for Success Stories

Voluntary participation. Ensure participants opt in freely.

Use open-ended prompts. “What changed for you?” “What are you most proud of?”
Keep it concise. 2-3 minutes (video/audio) or <500 words (written).

Obtain consent. Written/media releases are essential before sharing.

Edit respectfully. Preserve participant voice, don’t over-sanitize.

Close the loop. Share stories back with participants for approval.

Use multimedia. Written + audio + video enrich reports and presentations.

Ethical & Inclusive Storytelling

Storytelling is powerful, but it must be done responsibly. Success stories should reflect
participant voices authentically while respecting their boundaries.

Purpose

e Ensure participants feel safe and respected when sharing.
e Highlight diverse perspectives, not just polished “wins.”
e Build trust by handling stories with care and transparency.

Key Principles

e Respect Boundaries » Let participants decide what to share, in what format, and how
public it should be. Always seek consent.

e Cultural Sensitivity » Recognize that storytelling traditions differ; some emphasize
personal growth, others collective experiences.

e Accessibility » Provide multiple ways to contribute (spoken, written, visual, translated).

e Representation » Capture a diversity of voices, including stories of challenge and
growth, not only “shiny” outcomes.



Best Practices

e Use open-ended prompts like: “What has changed for you since joining this
program?”
Be transparent about how stories will be used (reports, funder updates, recruitment).
Offer participants a chance to review/approve their story before it's shared.
Where possible, compensate or recognize participants for their contributions.

e Share stories back with participants to close the loop.
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