
 

 
 

        10 December 2021 
 
MR. LEO R. KUSUHARA 
Blk. 7 Lot 3 Remillanoville Subd. Julugan VI 
Municipality of Tanza 
Province of Cavite 
Email: leoryuji@gmail.com 
 
Dear Mr. Kusuhara, 
 
 This refers to your request, coursed through the Philippine Government’s electronic 
Freedom of Information (e-FOI) online portal (Tracking No. #NHCP- 518346972071), requesting 
for information on who is considered the national hero of the Philippines. 
 
 The National Historical Commission of the Philippines (NHCP) upholds the view that 

heroes are only recognized through popular acclaim: the Filipino people by consensus chooses 

who they consider to be heroes worthy of admiration and emulation, and they cannot (and 

should not) be declared as heroes by virtue of government policy, by legislation, by executive 

writ, nor by judicial ruling. 

 Nevertheless, there are certain criteria, adopted upon recommendation of the Technical 

Working Group (TWG) of the ad hoc National Heroes Committee constituted by former 

President Fidel V. Ramos pursuant to Executive Order No. 75 s. 1993 (in anticipation of the 

celebration of the centennial of Philippine Independence in 1998), which guide historians, 

researchers and the general public in determining who among eminent Filipinos in history are 

worthy of recognition as “National Heroes”: 

 Heroes “have a concept of a Filipino nation and thereafter aspire and struggle for the 

nation’s freedom.”  

 Heroes are “those who define and contribute to a system or life of freedom and order for 

a nation.”  More than freedom fighters, heroes should also be nation-builders.  

 Heroes are those “who contribute to the quality of life and destiny of a nation.”   

 Heroes are “part of the people’s expression.”  

 Heroes “thinks of the future, especially the future generations.” 

 Finally, determining a person’s heroism “involves not only the recounting of an episode 

or events in history, but of the entire process that made this particular person a hero” 

(i.e., Heroes are not determined by a single noble act committed on a particular event, 

but with his/her entire life selflessly lived with heroic virtue.) 

 
        Very truly yours, 
 
 
 

 CARMINDA R. AREVALO 
 Officer-in-Charge  
 Office of the Executive Director
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