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Local Historic District: Bywater

State Cultural District: St. Claude Corridor

National Historic District: Bywater

Zoning Description: HMC-2, Historic 

Marigny/Tremé/Bywater Commercial District

Property Description: SQ 413 LOT 1 OR 7 ST CLAUDE 

27X120 GEN BUS.1380 SF FT RES 1380 SQ FT 2/STORY FR 

STORE

Built: c. 1924

Style: Craftsmen 

Type: commercial residential 

Property Description 
4223 St Claude

“Redlining Map, 1939” Map of Greater New Orleans, Compiled & Drawn by Wm. E. Boesch,

Louisiana State Museum Historical Map Collection
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Chain of Title
4223 St Claude
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Neighborhood History
Bywater 

As the population of New Orleans grew, it expanded both 

up and down river from the original city, staying on the high 

ground closest to the river. With the major population 

surges of the first half of the 1800s plantation owners find it 

more beneficial to subdivide their plots. Unlike the uptown 

Faubourgs, the plantations below the city where narrower, 

typically about 2 arpents wide which converted to about 

two city blocks. This was resulting in a disjointed plan to the 

city streets so Faubourgs De Lesseps Daunois, Montegut, De 

Clouet, Montreuil, and Carraby where all developed as part 

of a single administrative unit known as Faubourg 

Washington.

Faubourg Washington, like the plantations which formed its 

basis, extended back to about the location of the Florida 

Avenue Canal. These lands in the extreme rear of the 

faubourg were still thickly wooded, swampy, and 

inhospitable to most settlement and were referred to as 

‘back of town’. These areas cannot be developed until the 

the advent of Wood pump in the early 1900s, which made it 

possible to drain these areas. 

City Of New Orleans, 1829,

1971.21 i-v Historic New Orleans Collection
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Neighborhood History
IHNC

Construction on the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal started in 1918, 
this 5.5 mile waterway completed an objective that had been pursued 
and failed since the inception of New Orleans, an industrial shipping 
canal to connect the Mississippi River to Lake Pontchartrain. Though 
this was a significant achievement for shipping and engineering, this 
major barrier significantly damaged this historically black community 
and the ecology of the area. 

Left: Inner Harbor Navigation Canal, 1923, 1982.55.87, Historic New Orleans Collection

Above: Industrial Canal at St. Claude Avenue,1930, 1979.325.5990, Historic New Orleans Collection

The introduction of this 
waterway to the interior 
land of New Orleans has 
created a weak point that 
has failed when 
confronted with floods 
and major hurricanes. 
Both with Hurricane 
Betsy in 1965 and 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
the levee was breached 
causing catastrophic 
damage to the Lower 9th

Ward. 
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Neighborhood History
SQ 413

Due to the geography of the area the population of the city clung 

to the land closest to the river as it developed outwards not 

venturing back until the late 1800s and through the 1900s, with 

the advent of technologies that can drain the infringing swamps. 

The lots between the river and St Claude Ave develop before the 

blocks behind St Claude, because of this most of the architecture 

lakeside of this thoroughfare is indicative of early and mid 20th

century architectural styles. 

Square 413, Lot Plan, Real Estate & Records City of New Orleans.

View down St Claude, 1950, 1979.325.5594

Historic New Orleans Collection
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Property History
Maps

The Robinson’s Atlas of the City of 

New Orleans, was published by E. 

Robinson in New York City in 

1883. The title page states that it 

was compiled from surveys by 

New Orleans city surveyor and 

architect John F. Braun. Braun 

most likely created the maps 

during the latter part of the 

1870s. This map was used for 

insurance purposes and was the 

predecessor to the Sanborn maps.

The Robinsons Atlas of the City of New Orleans, 1883.

E. Robinson, New York, publisher

New Orleans Notarial Archive



4223 St Claude| Historic Property Report 

1908

Property History
Sanborn Maps

Sanborn's Insurance Maps

Sanborn Fire insurance maps were used in the late 19th and early 20th century to insure property 
in urban areas. These maps help to date a building, denote number of floors, building materials 
and use. These maps were updated regularly and make it possible to track changes in the 
property over time.

1937 1951
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Property Use
4223 St Claude

New Orleans States

October 24, 1945

Times-Picayune

November 15, 1930

New Orleans States

October 14, 1944

Times-Picayune

November 25, 1955
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Property Use
4223 St Claude

Times-Picayune

August 5, 1984

New Orleans States

March 27, 1958

Times-Picayune

May 20, 1952

Times-Picayune

May 17, 1989

New Orleans Item

January 1, 1930

1930 Census

This building was built as a mixed 

commercial residential building,

allowing the owner of a business to 

also live in the building like we see 

in the earlier advertisements. As 

cars become increasingly popular 

in the mid 20th century this type of 

living falls away and many of these 

mixed use buildings are converted 

to multiple small residential rental 

units. In the early 21st century the 

pendulum has swung back toward 

intentionally walkable 

neighborhoods and buildings like 

this are being returned to their 

mixed-use layout.  
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Property Use
4225 St Claude

Left upper: Illustration from 1929 Comprehensive Zoning 

Law Handbook, New Orleans Zoning Commission

Right: Zoning Map, 1926, New Orleans Zoning Commission

Left lower: New Orleans Item August 29, 1923

Arthur E. Cambas purchased the lot at 4225 St 

Claude in 1921 with the intent of building a market. 

The same year the first zoning laws in New Orleans 

were ratified, but comprehensive zoning had not yet 

been created for the city. The case Civello v. City of 

New Orleans was appealed to the Louisiana Supreme 

Court in 1923, and the court upheld the city's right to 

enforce zoning laws. However, New Orleans first 

Comprehensive Zoning Law was not completed 

until 1929 and the vague wording of the 1921 act 

caused an inconsistent interpretation of the new 

zoning requirements. The building of 4225 St 

Claude was caught up in this confusion, likely 

because the original lawsuit was about building a 

grocery store in a residential district, which is 

exactly what Cambas was proposing.  Though 

Cambas did eventually receive permits to construct 

the building in 1924. 

This same legislation, Section 29 of Article 14 of the 

Constitution of 1921, authorized municipalities to 

zone their territory. This addition to the state 

constitution paved the way for the first Historic 

District, the Vieux Carre. 
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Though the building façade looks largely 

untouched it has, in fact, undergone significant 

renovation. In this late 20th century conversion 

from mixed use to multi-unit residential it

appears much of the front facade windows

where covered. Fortunately, the layout of the 

original openings remained, with multi-light 

clear story and transom widows above single 

pane plate glass. This detail is suggestive of a 

mix of traditional craftsman details with the 

larger shop windows preferable for commercial 

use, along with a residential style door and 

awning leading to the second-floor unit. 

1950s photos indicate that the building had a 

brick façade which was replaced with narrow 

weatherboard after 2008. Since narrow 

weatherboard, especially on the front façade, 

is typical of the craftsmen style it is not 

immediately clear that this more recent 

addition is not original. The element that is 

noticeably off from traditional craftsman detail 

is the half column on the corner of the second 

floor balcony which is under-sized and appears 

to have only one of its expected double posts.  

Architectural Changes

Left: Google Streetview 2007

View down St Claude, 1950, 1979.325.5594

Historic New Orleans Collection

Below: Times-Picayune

June 1, 1954
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Erika Gates
erika@gatespreservation.com

832-444-1231
gatespreservation.com

This property report is produced is for personal informational use only. All documents, photos, maps, etc. within this report are 

the property of multiple archival institutions and may require further permission to be copied or published. Please consult Gates 

Preservation prior to distributing any copies of this report or publishing/printing any photographs/documents within this report.
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