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DESCRIPTION  
Vieux Carre Commission Rating: Blue; courtyard addition: Brown 

 

636-642 Royal 
(634-638 St Peter) 

 

 

“The Pedesclaux-Le Monnier House is one of the most important landmarks from New Orleans's Spanish 

Colonial period. Constructed soon after the fire of 1794, probably according to the designs of French architect 

Barthelemy Lafon, the building was completed in 1811 by the noted local architects Latour and Laclotte. 

Originally a 3-story entresol structure, this townhouse incorporates characteristics of 18th c. building 

traditions, such as bold stucco moldings, a horizontal emphasis balanced by strong pilaster treatment, 

curvilinear walls and a clear, ordered treatment of bays and openings. Although the upper level openings are 

original, the ground floor openings were altered first c. 1850 and then in the 20th century.” 

 

 
“In the heart of New Orleans stands a large four-story brick building, that has so stood for about three-quarters of a 

century. Its rooms are rented to a class of persons occupying them simply for lack of activity to find better and cheaper 

quarters elsewhere. With its gray stucco peeling off in broad patches, it has a solemn look of gentility in rags, and stands, 

or, as it were, hangs, about the corner of two ancient streets, like a faded fop who pretends to be looking for 

employment.” 

http://www2.latech.edu/~bmagee/louisiana_anthology/texts/cable/cable--sieur_george.html 

 

Famous photographer Harold Baquet lived at this location: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Baquet 

 

The LeMonnier House is the setting for George Washington Cables’s stories “Sieur Georges”.  This story is about a family 

which is culturally blended.  GWC was better known in the 19th century than he is today.  He was said to be among the 

better friends of Mark Twain and the two of them went on a national tour, promoting their respective works, together.   

http://www2.latech.edu/~bmagee/louisiana_anthology/texts/cable/cable--sieur_george.html 

 

This site was also once known as The Skyscraper of New Orleans, being 7 stories tall.  It is said that people were afraid to 

walk by lest it should fall.  Also, the building across St. Peter St. added a story onto their home to make it comparable to 

LeMonnier.  The storing about the building being 7 stories talk most likely comes from a confusion within records 

between American floors and European floors and how they are counted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www2.latech.edu/~bmagee/louisiana_anthology/texts/cable/cable--sieur_george.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Baquet
http://www2.latech.edu/~bmagee/louisiana_anthology/texts/cable/cable--sieur_george.html
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HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPH 
 

ca. 1980 HNOC 

 
 



 
“Pat O’Brien ran a speakeasy at 638 block St. Peter street until the repeal of Prohibition, when he officially opened the 

bar on December 3, 1933. Years later his long tie friend Charlie Cantrell became a partner and together they purchased 

the building that is now home to Pat O’Brien’s Bar at 718 St Peter street. The old bar had an upright piano to entertain, 

but 718 St Peter allowed them to go bigger and better with two baby grand pianos … and dueling piano entertainment 

was born!” 



 
Historic New Orleans Collection Archive 1904 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HISTORIC PLANS 

 

 





 



 
 



 







 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SANBORN INSURANCE MAPS

 
Sanborn's Insurance Maps 1876 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Sanborn's Insurance Maps 1896 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NEWSPAPER SOURCES  
 

 

 
Times-Picayune June 1, 1904 

 

 

\  

Times-Picayune May 13, 1891 
 

 
Times-Picayune April 24, 1887 

 



 
Times-Picayune March 13, 1890 
 

 

 
Times-Picayune May 13, 1900 
 

 
Times-Picayune November 16, 1916 

 

 



HISTORIC CHAIN OF TITLE 
636-642 Royal St. (634 - 638 St. Peter St.) 

Square: 42 Lot Number: 18475 

  

Last Update: Monday, November 2nd 1981 

Saturday, July 20th 1996 

Record Source: Newspaper 

Page: 17 

Record Type: sale 

Price: $500000.00 

Authority: Times-Picayune (Newspaper) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Cahn Wolfson 

  Michelle Cahn Wolfson To:  Whitney Beth Cahn   Sandra Mathews Cahn   Cory Rabin Cahn   Whitney Beth 

Cahn   Sandra Mathews Cahn   Cory Rabin Cahn 

 

Brief Description: Royal St. 636-38-40 and St. Peter 634-38. 

Wednesday, May 5th 1976 

Record Source: COB 

Volume: 734 

Page: 435 

Record Type: sale 

Price: $355000.00 

Authority: Irving Novick (Notary) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Pluma Trahant To:  Jules L. Cahn   Michele Cahn 

  Mike E. Cahn 

 

Brief Description: Lot measures 64' 6" 5''' actual (64' 7" 7''' title) front on Royal St., same width in rear, by 

depth b.e.p.l. and front on St. Peter St. of 61' 2" actual (60' 9" title). Survey by Gilbert, Kelly and Couturie, April 

22, 1976. 

Monday, December 15th 1958 

Record Source: COB 

Volume: 623 

Page: 427 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: Arthur J. O'Keefe Jr. (Notary) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Richard A. Saba 

To:  Pluma Trahant 

Wednesday, March 29th 1950 

Record Source: COB 

Volume: 570 

Page: 233 



Court#: 287895 

Record Type: succession 

Authority: Civil District Court (Court) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Joseph Saba 

To:  Richard A. Saba 

 

Tuesday, July 6th 1937 

Record Source: COB 

Volume: 493 

Page: 476 

CDC#: 222247 

Record Type: succession 

Authority: Civil District Court (Court) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Farida David 

To:  Joseph Saba 

 

Brief Description: Inherited. 

Friday, June 3rd 1904 

Record Source: COB 

Volume: 198 

Page: 535 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: Felix J. Dreyfous (Notary) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Alfred D. Danziger To:  Joseph Saba 

Wednesday, May 11th 1892 

Record Source: COB 

Volume: 145 

Page: 78 

CDC#: 32620 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: Civil District Court (Court) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Bertrand Saloy 

To:  Alfred D. Danziger 

 

Brief Description: Old Municipal No. 156 Royal Street. Note: Bertrand Saloy was said to have added the fourth 

story to this building and to have converted it into "tenements." It was of this period of ownership and use 

that Cable's "Sieur George" was written. 

Tuesday, December 12th 1876 

Record Source: COB 

Volume: 107 

Page: 919 



Court#: 43592 

Record Type: sheriff's sale 

Authority: 4th District Court (Court) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Jean Fisse To:  Bertrand Saloy 

 

Brief Description: From suit of Bertrand Saloy vs. Jean Fisse. Mr. Fisse occupied the first floor corner shop as a 

grocery store for many years. 

Monday, February 13th 1860 

Record Source: Original Act 

Volume: 75 

Page: 37 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: Octave de Armas (Notary) 

Authority Date: Monday, February 13th 1860 

From:  Marie Aimee Le Monnier 

To:  Jean Fisse 

Wednesday, October 11th 1848 

Record Source: Unknown 

Record Type: power of attorney 

Authority: J. Agaisse (Notary) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Marie Aimee Le Monnier Petit 

  Charles J. Carron 

 

Brief Description: Power of Attorney granted to Charles J. Carron of New Orleans by Mme. Marie Aimee Le 

Monnier Petit of Rennes, France. 

Thursday, March 28th 1839 

Record Source: Original Act 

Volume: 10 

Page: 126 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: A. Ducatel (Notary) 

Authority Date: Thursday, March 28th 1839 

From:  Dr. Yves Rene Le Monnier   Anne Celeste Genvieve Le Monnier 

  Aimee St. Martin 

  Dr. Yves Le Monnier 

To:  Marie Aimee Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: Part interest 

Tuesday, June 19th 1838 

Record Source: Original Act 

Volume: 8 

Page: 201 

Record Type: [sale?] 



Authority: A. Ducatel (Notary) 

Authority Date: Tuesday, June 19th 1838 

From:  Marie Amire Le Monnier 

To:  Dr. Yves Rene Le Monnier   Anne Celeste Genvieve Le Monnier   Marie Anne Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: Part interest. 

Saturday, May 5th 1838 

Record Source: Unknown 

Record Type: succession 

Authority: A. Ducatel (Notary) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Dr. Yves Le Monnier 

To:  Dr. Yves Rene Le Monnier   Marie Aimee Le Monnier 

  Anne Celeste Genvieve Le Monnier 

  Marie Amire Le Monnier McCready 

 

Brief Description: Inherited. 

Wednesday, March 7th 1838 

Record Source: Original Act 

Page: 93 

Record Type: inventory 

Authority: A. Ducatel (Notary) 

Authority Date: Wednesday, March 7th 1838 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Dr. Yves Rene Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: Inventory of the property of Yves Rene Le Monnier. "A certain property situated at the 

corner of Royal and St. Peter Street, measuring 57' front on St. Peter Street, together with the three story 

brick house, kitchen and all other dependencies..." 

Thursday, April 30th 1835 

Record Source: Unknown 

Record Type: succession 

Authority Date: Not Given 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: Family meeting of Le Monniers. 

Wednesday, June 13th 1832 

Record Source: Court 

Record Type: judgment 

Authority: Parish Court (Court) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Rene Le Monnier 

  Marie Aimee Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: Rene Le Monnier appointed tutor for the minor child Miss Marie Aimee Le Monnier. 

Tuesday, May 1st 1821 



Record Source: Unknown 

Record Type: auction sale 

Authority: H. Lavergne (Notary) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Francois Grandchamps 

To:  Dr. Yves Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: Half interest. 

Tuesday, March 21st 1820 

Record Source: Original Act 

Volume: 19 

Page: 130 

Record Type: registration 

Authority: M. de Armas (Notary) 

Authority Date: Tuesday, March 21st 1820 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Francois Grandchamps   Dr. Yves Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: Registration of papers by Francois Grandchamps. "The undersigned Joseph Guillot, arbiter 

named by Mr. Yves Le Monnier on one part, and Joseph Pilie arbiter named by Mr. Francois Grandchamps on 

the other part; certify having transported ourselves at their request, into the undivided house, of which they 

are proprietors, situated at the corner of Royal and St. Peter streets, for the purpose of dividing the tenancy of 

said house; which we have executed in the following manner: Mr. Francois Grandchamps shall occupy for his 

half all the entresol story, the large store of his Pharmacy, the Royal Street store and its rear as far as Mr. Le 

Monnier's cellar, a store (room) at the back of the courtyard beyond Mr. Le Monnier's cellar, a small store 

(room) under the stairway and a chamber on the third story, which shall be the first one to the right in 

ascending the stairway, with the condition that the said chamber shall be intended solely to lodge Mr. 

Grandchamps's clerk, and that he shall be permitted to have a servant go up there once a day in order to make 

the said chamber. Mr. Yves Le Monnier shall occupy for his half the two upper stories, (with the exception of 

the chamber intended for Mr. Grandchamps's clerk) the two small stores in St. Peter Street, the cellar which 

he occupies beyond the Royal Street store and a small store (room) under the old stairway of the entresol. 

Well understood that each one shall have the right to occupy or to rent for his own particular account and to 

his own profit, the stores or apartments which have fallen to him in the above division... " 

Monday, December 30th 1811 

Record Source: Court 

Court#: 2984 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: City Court (Court) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Francois Grandchamps   Gurlie and Guillot   Dr. Yves Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: City Court 1st. Series 2984, Gurlie and Guillot vs. Francois Grandchamps and Yves Le 

Monnier. "To the Honorable Moreau Lislet, Judge of the City Court. Humbly beseecheth Gurlie and Guillot 

residing in town. Saying that Pierre Pedesclaux employed them as mason workmen to do diverse buildings and 

additions to his house situated at Royal and St. Peter streets for which work done to said house... your 

suppliants have... furnished their own hand labor and all the necessary time to finish the said work, and for 



the price thereof there remains due them according to their account reached amicably with the said 

Pedesclaux, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars... although a more considerable sum was due them, amounting 

to the sum of around two thousand nine hundred dollars, but that your suppliants reduced it to the said sum 

on the promise that the said Pedesclaux then made to them, to pay it at once... Your suppliants say moreover 

that the said Pedesclaux, the 6 February of the year 1806, sold the said house in agreement... to several stock 

holders and his creditors for the purpose of reselling or of renting the said house in order to pay the creditors 

from the proceeds thereof." 

Tuesday, May 7th 1811 

Record Source: Original Act 

Page: 211 

Record Type: building contract 

Authority: Narcisse Broutin (Notary) 

Authority Date: Tuesday, May 7th 1811 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Francois Grandchamps 

  Dr. Yves Le Monnier 

  Arsene le Carriere Latour 

  Hyacinth Laclotte 

 

Brief Description: Building contract between Yves Le Monnier, Francois Grandchamps and Arsene Le Carriere 

Latour, Hyacinth Laclotte. Agreement to finish house begun by Pierre Pedesclaux. Other transactions: N. 

Broutin, May 24, 1811, 0/141; N. Broutin, November 13, 1811, 0/469. 

Thursday, May 2nd 1811 

Record Source: Original Act 

Page: 111 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: Narcisse Broutin (Notary) 

Authority Date: Thursday, May 2nd 1811 

From:  Pierre Pedesclaux 

To:  Francois Grandchamps   Dr. Yves Le Monnier 

 

Brief Description: Recorded: May 2, 1812. Described as "of several stories with a terrace roof." 

Thursday, February 6th 1806 

Record Source: Original Act 

Page: 56 

Record Type: agreement 

Authority: Narcisse Broutin (Notary) 

Authority Date: Thursday, February 6th 1806 

From:  John McDonogh   Samuel Winter   Thomas Urquhart   David Urquhart   Michel Fortier   Joseph Tricou   

Antoine Carraby   Joseph McNeil   William Donaldson   Bartholome Bosque   Pierre Carraby   Jean Baptiste 

Labatut   Thomas L. Herman   Hillaire Boutte   Beverly Chew   Richard Relf   James Sterrett   Francois Livaudais 

To:  Pierre Pedesclaux 

 

Brief Description: Loan contract for $17,000 between Pierre Pedesclaux and a group of business men who 

invested in his plan to cancel the Pedesclaux mortgage, of $14,000, held by the Widow Delord Sarpy and 

Messrs. Starrett and Le Blanc, and provide $3,000 to finish his house, which at this time was of only one story, 



at the corner of Royal and St. Peter streets. The following put up $1,000 each: John McDonogh, Smauel Winter 

and Thomas L. Herman, Hillaire Boutte, Beverly Chew and Richard Relf, William Donaldson, Pierre and Antoine 

Carraby, James Sterrett, Michel Fortier, Francois Livaudais, Thomas and David Urquhart, Jean Baptiste Labatut 

and Joseph Tricou. 

Thursday, January 1st 1795 

Record Source: Unknown 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: 14th Judicial District 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Jacob Cowperthwaite 

To:  Pierre Pedesclaux 

 

Brief Description: Jacob Cowperthwaite was an American from New Jersey who was a prominent builder in 

New Orleans during the Spanish period. 

Thursday, July 14th 1791 

Record Source: Original Act 

Volume: 1 

Page: 357 

Record Type: sale 

Price: $1500.00<Pesos 

Authority: Carlos Ximenes (Notary) 

Authority Date: Thursday, July 14th 1791 

From:  Messrs. Durand Brothers and Company 

To:  Jacob Cowperthwaite 

 

Brief Description: "Miguel Fortier, merchant, acting on power of attorney granted him by Messrs. Durand 

Brothers and Company, of Cabo, France, dated October 25, 1790, sells in their name to Santiago 

Cowperthwaite a lot situated at the corner of Royal and St. Peter streets, 60' front on Royal and 'the depth to 

be found' on St. Peter Street, bounded by houses of Luis Cornue and Juan Bautista Orzo. The house was 

acquired from Rosa Giraldon, act passed before same Notary [no date] and they sell it mortgage free at a price 

of 1,500 pesos cash." 

Saturday, January 1st 1791 

Record Source: Unknown 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: Carlos Ximenes (Notary) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Rosa Giraldon   Rosa Giraldon To:  Messrs. Durand Brothers and Company   Messrs. Durand Brothers 

and Company 

 

Brief Description: Note: Reference for this statement comes from the previous act which was found in Volume 

I of Ximenes. His earlier acts are not available in the New Orleans Notarial Archives. Moreover, all references 

to neighboring ownership of this period, found in the properties on either side of this lot, also authenticate 

this statement. 

Friday, January 1st 1790 

Record Source: Unknown 



Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: 14th Judicial District 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  Nicolas Vebent To:  Rosa Giraldon Lemelle 

 

Brief Description: [Note: A gap exists here during which it is possible to surmise fairly accurately the 

ownership, based on records of neighboring properties which were originally a part of this lot.] Note: 

Sometime around 1790 the Widow Lemelle acquired this property. 

Monday, January 28th 1782 

Record Source: Original Act 

Volume: 5 

Page: 106 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: L. Mazange (Notary) 

Authority Date: Monday, January 28th 1782 

From:  Nicolas Vebent To:  Juan Bautista Orso 

 

Brief Description: This concerns Lot No. 18473 which at this time undoubtedly belonged to the original plot. "A 

house built on a lot situated on St. Peter Street, 36' 6" front by 60' of depth... which lot is bounded by houses 

owned by the Trudeau heirs on one side and by the vendor on the other. Mr. Vebent has this house built and 

acquired the lot from M. de Chamilie [Chantilly?]." 

Monday, September 12th 1774 

Record Source: Original Act 

Volume: 5 

Page: 178 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: Jean Baptiste Garic (Notary) 

Authority Date: Monday, September 12th 1774 

From:  Pedro Joseph Favrot To:  Mariana Oregon David 

 

Brief Description: This concerns Lot No. 18477, the Royal Street neighbor of this lot under consideration. "A 

house... situated on Royal Street, built on a lot 60' in front by 120' deep, bounded on one side by lot owned by 

Nicolas Vebent and on the other by lot owned by Francisco Langlot... " 

Friday, January 1st 1773 

Record Source: Unknown 

Record Type: [sale?] 

Authority: 14th Judicial District 

Authority Date: Not Given 

From:  de Chamilie 

To:  Nicolas Vebent 

 

Brief Description: Note: Reference fo this is found in L. Mazange, 5/106, dated January 28, 1782. "Mr. Vebent 

had this house built and acquired the lot form M. de Chamilie [Chantilly?]." 

Monday, January 1st 1731 

Record Source: Map 



Record Type: [land grant and/or sale and/or succession] 

Authority: Gonichon Map (Map) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Chamilly 

 

Brief Description: The map lists "Sieur Chamilly" at lot No. 69. 

Thursday, January 1st 1728 

Record Source: Map 

Record Type: [land grant and/or sale and/or succession] 

Authority: Broutin Map (Map) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Chamilly 

 

Brief Description: The map lists "Sieur Chamilly" at lot No. 78. 

Thursday, January 1st 1722 

Record Source: Map 

Record Type: [land grant and/or sale and/or succession] 

Authority: de la Tour Map (Map) 

Authority Date: Not Given 

Agent/Single Party Act/Other:  Francois Galard 

 

Brief Description: Lists Francois Galard, called Chamilly, at Lot No. 68. Marginal note: "Good, it is still the same 

in 1732." 


