
The solution
to Intracoastal Waterway 
Bridge safety, evacuation 
and bottleneck issues

P
A

R

ISH COUN
C

IL

The LA 1/I-10 
Connector



What is it?
A 3-mile road that bypasses the congested La. Hwy. 1 corridor at the 

Intracoastal Waterway Bridge and provides another access point to I-10 

and the Mississippi River Bridge. The four-lane divided roadway will 

extend south from I-10 at the La. Hwy. 415 exit over the Intracoastal 

Waterway to North Line Road and connect with La. Hwy. 1.

Over 45,000 vehicles a day travel down La. Hwy. 1. If we have 

an accident that blocks the highway or Intracoastal Bridge the only 
detour is through Iberville Parish on La. 77 back to I-10, 
which is a 53 mile detour.

The Intracoastal Bridge is over 50 years old, is rated F, and is 
over capacity. 

This is a regional project. West Baton Rouge has a population of 24,000, 

but 45,000 vehicles travel over that bridge daily, and the plants along La. 

Hwy. 1 have announced significant expansions that will add to 
the vehicle traffic.

WBR Parish President 
Riley “Pee Wee” Berthelot

The LA 1/I-10 
Connector



35,000 trucks leave the Dow site annually traveling down La. 

Hwy. 1, and with the growth at our site we could see another 7,000 

more trucks on the road a year.

There is a renaissance of manufacturing and engineering in our region, 

but if we don’t have the infrastructure then that future growth 

will pass us by. Five to seven years from now will be too late.

Stacey Chiasson – The Dow Chemical Co. 



OVERVIEW:

La. Hwy. 1 is a principal artery of the national transportation system with an 

intermodal link to the nation’s energy supply, and oil and gas industries. It 

connects to Interstate 10 in West Baton Rouge, crossing the Intracoastal 

Bridge. This bridge is the only unrestricted access for La. Hwy. 1 in the 

region.

44,700 vehicles travel over the Intracoastal Bridge daily – far exceeding 

its design capacity. The bridge has an F rating and is more 

than 50 years old. The La. 1 route, which is also exceeding 

its design capacity, is also a hurricane evacuation route 

for some 120,000 people in south Louisiana. The I-10/

La. Hwy. 1 Connector is the solution to this critical traffic 

bottleneck.

The I-10/La. 1 connector 
will play a critical role 

in the Port’s growth. We 

have acquired 400 acres 

for expansion and surface 

transportation is important.

 
Jay Hardman, Port of 
Greater Baton Rouge
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WHY AN ALTERNATIVE 
ROUTE IS CRITICAL:
Economic Viability/Development:

•	 The population of West Baton Rouge is only 24,000, yet 44,700 vehicles travel on La. 

Hwy. 1 and over the Intracoastal Bridge daily. This shows the La. 1 roadway is a 

major transportation route for this region and south Louisiana.

•	 Recently announced and expected projects at Westbank 

chemical plants total $2.7 to $3 billion, and will bring hundreds 

of jobs. This will further stress this already congested roadway. 

Approximately 35,000 trucks travel to and from the Dow Chemical Co. site straddling 

West Baton Rouge and Iberville Parishes on La. Hwy. 1 La. 1 annually, and planned 

projects/expansions coming to the site will bring an additional 7,000 trucks traveling La. 

Hwy. 1 annually.

•	 A 1998 Executive Order by Gov. Mike Foster noted 95% of fish are shipped 

to market via La. Hwy. 1, sugarcane and vegetable harvests 

totaling more than 

$225,000,000 are 

transported over La. 

Hwy. 1, and the goods and 

services for the region’s oil, gas 

and petrochemical industry are 

transported via La. Hwy. 1.

•	 Economic development 

and residential 

development of the area 

are stifled because of the traffic issues at the Intracoastal Waterway 

Bridge.

$225,000,000

95%
of fish shipped 
via LA Hwy. 1

of sugarcane and vegetable 
harvests travel LA Hwy. 1



•	 Peak hour congestion, accidents and maintenance projects in the area of the 

Intracoastal Waterway Bridge regularly create severe disruption to 

La. Hwy. 1 traffic flow. This cripples business efficiency in 

numerous ways.

•	 In the last 50 years, the Baton Rouge area has more than doubled in population, 

and seen more than twice the growth of other Louisiana metropolitan areas. Long-

term projections anticipate an additional 217,799 residents 

will live in the area by 2035, according to the CDM Smith Comprehensive 

Traffic and Toll Revenue Study commissioned by West Baton Rouge Parish.

•	 The Baton Rouge region is poised for relatively strong economic growth 

and robust employment growth in the future due to the presence 

of large-scale, relatively stable industries, emerging industries and advantageous 

transportation corridors. A projected 383,474 jobs are predicted by 

2035, according to the CDM Smith Comprehensive Traffic and Toll Revenue Study.

Announced Westbank projects coming include:

Shintech expansion (WBR and Iberville) - $550 million

Exxon Mobil expansion (WBR) - $75 million

CF Industries expansion (Donaldsonville) - $2.1 billion

Three to four other expansions and new business 

announcements are expected in 2013, all impacting 

La. Hwy. 1 in West Baton Rouge and Iberville.

WHY AN ALTERNATIVE 
ROUTE IS CRITICAL:



Safety:

•	 The present Intracoastal Waterway Bridge is more than 50 years old and has exceeded 

its design capacity, with 44,700 vehicles traveling over it daily.  Its present 

level of service is rated F, meaning it is well over capacity.

•	 By comparison, the I-10 interchange at Breaux Bridge has 41,054 vehicles per day and the I-10/US 

61 (Airline Hwy.) route at Sorrento has only 36,324 vehicles traveling it daily.

•	 The only other route back to La. Hwy. 1 if the bridge is closed is a 53-mile 

journey on a winding 2-lane highway, and with traffic it becomes a 2-3 hour ordeal.

•	 The proximity of the Intracoastal Bridge to the I-10 bridge is so close that when the 

Intracoastal Bridge is backed up with traffic, which happens daily, the 

traffic backs up on the I-10 bridge. This creates safety concerns on both 

bridges and La. Hwy. 1.

Emergencies and Evacuations:

•	 The La. Hwy. 1 route over the Intracoastal Waterway 

Bridge is the hurricane evacuation route for 

some 120,000 people in seven parishes.  It is 

estimated that evacuation would take 24 to 36 hours on this 

route!

•	 La. Hwy. 1 is also the evacuation route if 

a release occurs at one of the many 

petrochemical plants in the region.

•	 There is no emergency treatment center 

in West Baton Rouge or Iberville, so 

emergency patients must be transported to Baton Rouge hospitals. Traffic 

delays and Intracoastal Bridge lane closures can be life threatening for these emergency ambulance 

patients south of the Intracoastal Bridge.

WHY AN ALTERNATIVE 
ROUTE IS CRITICAL:



Map showing the only existing route to the interstate if the Intracoastal 
Waterway Bridge is closed – a 53 mile detour on a 2-lane highway!

We have a great propensity for hazardous materials releases here and 

with only one crossing over the Intracoastal Waterway, 
that provides huge limitations to us in mass evacuation 

situations. Often motor vehicle accidents block both lanes of the 

Intracoastal Bridge in one direction, and so often we have to shut 
down the other lanes unaffected by the crash in order to 
get emergency vehicles and patients over the bridge. It’s a 

dangerous maneuver. Our greatest fear is that we will be unable to 

access in a timely fashion accidents that may be life threatening to our 

citizens due to the traffic issues and that one access.”

			        Rick Boudreaux, Port Allen Fire Chief
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 I appreciate the opportunity to present West Baton Rouge Parish’s number one priority project, 

the LA 1/I-10 Connector, a bridge over the Intra Coastal Waterway. This proposed project first started 

with a feasibility study by La DOTD in 1989. The West Baton Rouge Parish Council got involved by 

having the stage 0 study Federal Aid Project No. CBI-6103(501) completed in February, 2002 with joint 

participation of Demo funds from Congress providing $500,000, the State providing 100,000.00 and 

W.B.R.P. providing $25,000 in local funds. In 2006 we saw the completion of the Environmental 

Inventory, Final Line and Grade Study and Final Environmental Assessment with  a finding of no 

significant impact (FONSI) being completed in March 2007 

  

 Presently, the only existing bridge on LA 1 crossing the Intra Coastal Waterway in West Baton 

Rouge Parish has one of the highest traffic counts in the Metro area. That number was 44,700 in August 

2007. By way of comparison, see the traffic counts below. 

 
Year  Location    Traffic Count 

2007  I-10 @ US Hwy. 61 in Sorrento   32,718 

2007  I-10 @ Breaux Bridge    40,218   

2007  I-10 between LA Hwy 30 & 44  44,712 

2006  I-10 West of Grosse Tete, La  40,400 

 
 If, for any reason, the bridge crossing the Intracoastal Waterway is blocked, your only option is a 

50 mile detour that takes you through the City of Plaquemine in Iberville Parish, to LA Hwy 77 through the 

City of Grosse Tete before arriving at I-10 to travel east into the city of Baton Rouge. 

 
 Besides the difficulty in even temporarily closing the existing bridge for badly needed repairs, 

stopping the flow of traffic here could prove disastrous during an emergency hurricane evacuation or an 

evacuation because of a chemical spill. Recently an minor accident caused the temporary closure of only 

the southbound lane of this bridge resulting in major traffic delays with officials scrambling to 

accommodate school busses loaded with children on their way home from school. 

  
 To attest to the importance of the project to this region, at the Transportation Policy Committee of 

the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Planning Organization on May 13, 2008, my request to have the project 

moved from Stage III to Stage II received unanimous approval.  

 
 The LA 1/ I-10 Connector project does have the support of the Port of Greater Baton Rouge, local 

municipalities and neighboring parishes.  In Louisiana’s recent legislative session, the Capital Region 

Legislative Delegation also secured $3,000,000 for the project in HB 2. 

 
 In an effort to attract private investors to complete this project as a toll bridge, West Baton Rouge 

Parish has contracted with Wilbur Smith Associates, Inc. to secure an investment grade study at a cost of 

over $120,000 to W.B.R. Parish.   

 
 Should funds for infrastructure projects be available I respectfully request that you keep the safety 

and well being of the people of Louisiana in mind by helping to secure funding for  this project. I deeply 

appreciate the support of the Louisiana Delegation.  

 
Riley L. Berthelot, Jr.,  

West Baton Rouge Parish President 

Parish of West Baton Rouge

Office of the Parish President

Riley Berthelot, Jr.
Parish President

Box 757, 880 North Alexander Avenue, Port Allen, LA 70767-0757 . 225.383.4755(w) . 225.687-4767(H) . FAX 225.387.0218
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West Side Journal - December 10, 2009

On Wednesday, De
cember 2, a dump

truck carry-

ing a load of lime s
lurry lost some of i

ts load on the

Intracoastal Canal b
ridge, causing a traf

fic delay last-

ing about three hou
rs.

On December 2, a
truck, loaded with

lime slurry,

a non-hazardous a
gricultural product

used to make

soil more fertile,
hit a gap enterin

g onto the

Intracoastal Canal
bridge, causing a b

racket on the

tailgate of the truck
to malfunction, spi

lling the lime

slurry over the brid
ge.

Port Allen Fire Ch
ief, Rick Boudreau

x, said that

the spill occurred
around 2:30 p.m.,

and the fire

department respond
ed immediately.

The spill caused tra
ffic to come to a st

and still on

the Southbound la
nes of La. 1 to th

e Intracoastal

Canal bridge, back
ing up into mid-Po

rt Allen; and

the Westbound lan
es of the I-10 Mis

sissippi River

bridge.

Though the lime s
lurry was non-haz

ardous, not

posing a safety ris
k in the air, accord

ing to the on-

scene DEQ agent,
Holly Maynard, th

e substance is

slippery and if no
t handled with car

e, could have

been the cause of c
rashes on the bridg

e.

“We would rather t
ake the time and ha

ndle it this

way then let people
go across and be b

ack to handle

an accident,” said
Fred Smith, Port

Allen Police

Chief. “It's a matte
r of public safety.”

The Northbound L
a. 1 lanes were s

hut down

around 3:30 p.m.,
allowing school b

uses to cross

over Southward, i
n order to pick u

p students in

Brusly, as the buses
are stationed in the

First Student

parking lot on Rose
dale Road in Port A

llen.

Jason Manola, WB
R School Board Pr

esident and

Executive Director
for the Parish Presi

dent, said that

they operated a pla
n issued by the city

of Port Allen,
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See Traffic, Page 3.

Lime spill causes major delays
Officials think fast

after spill causes 3
-hour bridge closur

e; drivers irritated

(from left) Jason

Manola, WBR Parish

School Board Pres
ident

and Executive

Assistant to the W
BR

Parish President;

Deano Moran, Dir
ector

of WBR emergency

preparedness;
Port

Allen Fire Chief,
Rick

Boudreaux; and
three

Port Allen fire fig
hters

make their way ba
ck to

their vehicles after

spending hours o
n the

Intracoastal Canal

bridge helping with

clean-up after a
truck

spilled lime causi
ng a

major traffic dela
y on

December 2.
The men were the

last to leave the b
ridge

before it was op
ened

again for traffic flow

around 5:30 p.m.
The spill occured

around 2:30 p.m.

During a town of
Brusly

special meeting M
onday, the

council agreed to s
ettle a law-

suit with former B
rusly resi-

dent, Alan Nicho
ls, out of

court.
Documents show t

hat Joey

Normand, Brusly Mayor,

issued Nichols a no
n-occupan-

cy determination, cl
aiming

that Nichols' prope
rty on Live

Oak Drive had not
been occu-

pied for 90 consecu
tive days.

The non-occupanc
y deter-

mination, or Bru
sly Town

Ordinance 19.33, c
onditional-

ly allowed Nicho
ls to once

again occupy his h
ome, which

was a trailer.
Some of the conditions

included paying a
fee, having

a skirting from the ground to

the siding on all
sides, and

having the mobile
home be

five years old or
less at the

time of installation
.

Normand signed th
e notifi-

cation of non-occupancy

determination on April 17,

2007.
Nichols sued the to

wn, say-

ing he should have
never been

issued the non-occupancy

determination, say
ing that he

was in the process
of renovat-

ing the property a
nd was not

ever vacant for 90
consecutive

days.
Nichols said in a 2008

interview with the
West Side

Journal that he had
clothes and

furniture at the m
obile home

and because neigh
bors hadn't

seen him did not m
ean that the

trailer was unoccup
ied.

Nichols, whose
property

was eventually seized and

foreclosed and w
ent up for

Sheriff's Sale in Oc
tober 2008,

sued the town cl
aiming the

town caused him
many hard-

ships.
On Monday, Dece

mber 7,

the town agreed t
o settle the

lawsuit out of co
urt in the

amount of $14,500
.

“It's just a civil
dispute

between the town a
nd a former

resident,” said N
ormand. “I

recommend that we
settle.”

Normand said that
settling

would be financial
ly responsi-

ble, as ongoing sui
ts can bring

the costs of court u
p.

“We're just trying
to get it

off of our plate now,”

Normand said.
He said that by set

tling the

case out of court, th
e town can

stop worrying abou
t the matter

and focus on issu
es of more

importance.

“We probably wou
ld have

ended up in the sam
e financial

condition,” he sa
id, adding

that the committee
members'

choice to settle s
imply ends

much sooner than if they

decided to continu
e on with

the suit.
“(Nichols' lawyer

s) made

an offer, and we to
ok it,” said

Normand.
After questions fr

om resi-

dents about the matter,

Normand said tha
t he knows

that lawsuits happ
en periodi-

cally, but said that
the town is

“going to do eve
rything we

can to avoid these t
ypes of sit-

uations.”

Brusly settles laws
uit out of court

BY AARON WILLIAMS

EDITOR

editor@thewestside
journal.com

-photos and stor
y by

Aaron Williams/
The West Side J

ournal

PAPD, PAFD, t
he

WBR Sheriff’s Dept.,

and the Louisiana
State

police were among

those on scene d
uring

the clean-up afte
r the

lime spill on Dece
mber

2, which caused the

Intracoastal Canal

bridge to shut dow
n for

about three hours.
Crews worked

relentlessly to sweep

and shovel up lim
e and

dirt, trying to ge
t the

bridge ready for

reopen.
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On Fire!
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Newspaper 
coverage of 
a closure of 
Intracoastal 
Waterway Bridge
that lasted some 
6-8 hours.



The Advocate - December 3, 2009

More coverage 
of one 
Intracoastal 
Waterway 
Bridge closure



PROGRESS ON THE 
CONNECTOR ROUTE:

The La. Hwy. 1/La. 415 connector route was first proposed in the 1960s, and numerous studies 

have been completed on the alternative route.

Studies completed include:

◗	 La. DOTD feasibility study (1989) 

◗	 Initial Corridor Study and Phase II corridor study (2002)

◗	 Environmental assessment study (2006)

◗	 Line and grade study (2006) 

◗	 Final environmental assessment study with finding of no significant impact (2007)

◗	 Investment grade comprehensive traffic and toll revenue study

◗	 30% Preliminary Plan

In addition, this alternative route has been deemed worthy by both the federal government 

(Federal Aid Project No. CBI-6103(501) and the La. DOTD (Project No. 700-61-0113). 

It is currently included in both the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Plan (Priority #2 

list) and the Louisiana Transportation Improvement Program.

“A second access point is vital to public safety. In a mass 
casualty incident where you need extensive 
resources, it could mean life or death with any 

delayed response because of that one access point.”

Daniel Lennie, Acadian Ambulance



The Connector Project is 
endorsed by:

Capital Region Planning Commission

Iberville Parish Council

St. James Parish Council

Greater Baton Rouge Port Commission

West Baton Rouge Chamber of Commerce

West Baton Rouge School Board

Louisiana Congressional Delegation

Louisiana House & Senate Delegations



CONTACT INFORMATION:

Riley Berthelot, Parish President
West Baton Rouge Parish

225.336.2403

P.O. Box 757

Port Allen, LA 70767-0757

www.wbrcouncil.org



P
A

R

ISH COUN
C

IL


