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                                                          Community and Economy of St. James Parish 

Strategic Location: Situated on the Mississippi River with access to major highways, the parish is part of the Port of South Louisiana, the largest tonnage port in the Western 

Hemisphere, providing significant industrial and business opportunities. 

Strong Community and Lifestyle: The parish is noted for its friendly, rural communities, a commitment to quality education with highly rated public schools, and a 

high rate of homeownership. 

Access to Amenities: Its proximity to Baton Rouge and New Orleans allows residents easy access to extensive amenities, including major universities, medical facili-

ties, entertainment centers, and cultural attractions. 

Public Services: The parish prides itself on high school graduation rates above the state average, good public schools, and low crime rates 

                                                                       Unique Culture and Traditions 

"Bonfires on the Levee": The parish is famous for its unique Christmas Eve tradition where residents build and light large, towering bonfires along the Mississippi Riv- er 

levee to help "Papa Noel" find his way. This attracts many visitors and is a major community event. 

Mouth-watering Cuisine: The area is known for its delicious Cajun cuisine, with local restaurants and markets offering specialties like fresh seafood, jambalaya, and 

more. 

 


