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Adam Mandarano
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Born Sydney 1983, lives and works in Sydney.
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' pulses, inviting you to reach the heart of Adam’s
practice. A heart full of his deep love for the
people around him, and motivated by his

unmistakable joy in making.

As Studio A’s resident artisan, Adam’s loom work is mesmerising to watch. He almost
effortlessly passes yarn between parallel threads to conjure a ‘whole’ out of small,
detailed parts. Each scarf, bag, blanket and piece of wearable art reflects Adam'’s
carefully considered patterning, resourcefulness and attitude towards waste
avoidance. Adam has woven at Cut N Polish at Carriageworks, Sydney Craft Week at
Casula Powerhouse and Working Dog Gallery.

In 2022, Romance was Born approached Adam to create bespoke, handwoven textiles
that were tailored into pieces for their Resort 23 collection for Australian Fashion
Week. The National Gallery of Australia subsequently acquired the two pieces.

In 2025, Adam revisited his painting practice, now with the same intuition, and detail
he brings to the loom. His heart, love and insightful perception of auras is at the centre
of his latest body of work. Originally inspired by his love of ballerinas, the series has
transformed into sprawling portraits of the people close to his heart. “When I paint
them, I can show them that I love them” he says. In 2026, Adam won the Burwood Art
Prize with one of the works from this series.

As his body of work grows, so does his ambition as an artist and he hopes that this
year he will be able to exhibit his work more, “I want to put my paintings in an
exhibition and I want to travel with my art!”

-Words by Sam Kalis
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Selected Group Exhibitions

2026 The Burwood Art Prize 2026 (winner)
Burwood Library

2023 Incognito Art Show, Sydney
Cut N Polish, Carriageworks

2022 Incognito Art Show, Sydney
Sydney Craft Week, Casula Powerhouse Arts Centre

2019 Makers Market, curated by Australian Design Centre, Sydney Design
Festival

2016 Fair Holme Quilters Show, Thornleigh Community Centre

Commissions and Collaborations

2022-2023  Collaboration with fashion house, Romance Was Born,
Australian Fashion Week Resort 23 Collection Ken Done Studio

Public Programs

2024 Make Dreams Come True - Weaving Dreams, Ten Thousand Suns,
24th Biennale of Sydney, White Bay Power Station, Sydney



