SHOKA

THE LIFE OF A GREAT SON OF INDIA, AS
DEPICTED IN THE PALI TEXTS
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History chrenicles innumerable kings
who were brave conquerors and valiant
soldiers. But Ashoka stands above them
all because he is the only one who at the
zenith of his conquests saw the futility
of viclence and had the courage to
renounce it. That is why, H.G. Wells in
his 'Short History of The World' says
that Ashoka's ‘‘reign for eight and
twenty years was one of the brightest
interludes in the troubled history of
mankind.” Wells goes on to say, ‘‘Such
was Ashoka, the greatest of kings.
He was far in advance of his age.”

This volume is based on the original
research of the author into Mahavamsa,
Dipavamsa, Commentary on Mahavamsa,
and the edicts of Ashoka. Pali manu-
scripts and other secondary sources
have also been extensively studied in
gleaning facts which should. kindle a
new interest in Ashoka.
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ASHOKA WAS THE SON OF KING BINDUSARA
WED RULED INDIA FROM HIS CAPITAL OF
BETALIPUTRA (N THE THIRDP CENTURY B.C.,
HE EXCELLED HIS BROTHERS IN THE ART OF
WAR, THEREFORE, WHEN A REBELLION
BROKE OUT IN THE DISTANT PROVINCE OF
FTALA, HE WAS SENT TO SUPPRESS IT.
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WEERS LATER - == HE SHALL RULE
—— | | THERE AS THE
VOUR MAJESTY! WE HAVE |3 ——— VICEROY. HE
HAPPY NEWS HERE. ASHOKA [\N&= WILL. KEEP
HAS SUCCESSFULLY .
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ASHOBRA HAS IT WILL
ALWAYS BEEN MAKE HIM
PROUD. THE /48 - TR P MORE
SUCCESS WiLL /<% N ARROGANT.
GO TO HIS SN ; - s N

HEAD.




BUT THEY WERE UNHAPPIER STILL, WHEN THE KING RECALLED ASHOKA |
FRONV TAXILA.

_‘/ ASHOKA : ﬁ /

ESPECIALLY
/ BACK IN THE WITH OUR
| CAPITAL

. s . OLD FATHER
s | DON’T s 2 DED(:NDING :
=S LIKE IT. RN




THAT IS
EXACTLY
WHAT
WORRIES ME.
ASHOKA 1S
RUTHLESS.
HE MAY
FIGHT
WITH HIS ‘i
BROTHERS A
FOR THE

A REBELLION -
THIS TIME IN
U A SAINT .

e

SEND FOR
()l\ ASHOKA.
Q>
o
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I_FATHE:Q.
HERE | AM,
| GOT
YOUR
MESSAGE .

T

| WOULD
LOVE
o GO

OF UJhJuAalMin

NEEDS

AN ABRLE
VICERCN.

THE PROVINCE \

..« WILL HAVE
TO CRUSH THE
REBELS THERE.
) YOU ALONE

S CAN DO IT.

BUT THE
VICERON
DESIGMNATE...




ASHOKA MHEP Tmﬁ‘ USIAINY/ . A

fE‘* ﬂE‘V m'qs o messamm

LOVELY
PLACE!

GREATER PRPART OF

VIDISHA-NAGAR,
SIR. :




[

LETS CcAMP

HERE FOR
A WHILE. REST
THE HORSES.

ALITTLE LATER - §

ASHOKA WAS CHARMED 8Y THE BEAUTY OF THE LEADEK

OF THE GROUP.

EXCUSE ME, LADY.
TO WHICH TEMPLE
ARE YOU GOING ?

WE ARE ON OUR
= | way TO THE CHAITYA.

NOT TO A TEMPLE.
0




THEN

YOuU ARE
BUDDHISTS.

COME ON,
VIDISHA.
TIs
GETTING

/ ViIeIsHaA !

A NAAVIE AS
LOVELY AS THIS
PLACE . AND SUCH
CHARMING
EYVES !

(JO° s

nil .
e .

/ FIND OUT

wWHO HER

PARENTS
ARE.

| WANT

TO MEET

THEM.

WHOSE |
PARENTS,
SIR?




IAE.H{JHA'S MESSENGER SOON RETUPRNED.

/ SIR! SHE IS
_d THE DAUGHTER
OF A REPUTED

SHRESHTHI’S *®

—_— -
S
—

TELL THE
SHRESHTHI!
| WANT TO
MEET HIM.

__u 1S THEEE
ANYTHING
ﬁ YOU WANT

ME TO
DO FOR

LATER-| SHRESHTHI, IF I’VE NEVER
YOU PLEASE, SEEN OUR
PRINCE

HESITATE
THUS .

!

e h.iﬁ'a'h'n

l...YES. | WANT
THE HAND OF

YOUR DAUGHTER

IN MARRIAGE .




THE REBELS LAID DOUWN

THEIR ARMS .




THIS IS AN ~wﬂég
OCCASION : A B | DISLIKE
FOR REJOICING, VAt BN KILLING. ..
VIDISHA. . P 4 EVEN IN
BUT ~ O I BAT TLES...
YOU LOOK o ESPECIALLY
SAD. ;

] .;1

g

THAT'S SiLLY.

YOU SsAY [T,
BECAUSE

YO ARE A

BUDPDHIST ,

I AM NOT .




| AM A

BE.

KSHATRIVA WHAT ABOUT
KING. BIMBISARA 2
My DUTY HE TOO WAS
ENJOINS A KING.
KILLING HE FOUND
IF NEED PEACE IN THE

TEACHINGS

THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN ASHORKA AND |
VIDISHA PERSISTED. MIONTHS LATER , WHEN

HAPPY .

| WILL NAME
HIM *MAHINDRA..
HE WILL CONQUER
THE ENTIRE

| WISH, HE
CONQUERS THE
HEARTS OF MEN
AS PRINCE
SIDDHARTHA
Dip.

*MAHI =WORLD




TWO YEADS LATER ,VIDISHA GAVE BIRTH TO A DAUGHTER.

CHOOSE THE

LORD!
THIS TIME ,
LET ME

|y -

i A B

NAME HER
SANGHA-

ONE LAY, A MESSENGER CAME FROM PATALIPUTRA.
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HIS MAJESTY HAS
NOT BEEN KEEPING
GOOP HEALTH. PLEASE
LETURN TO

o - D T
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ASHOKA HALD HURRIED | | HAVE RECEIVED
CONSULTATIONS WITH A MESSAGE FROM
VILISHA . THE CHIEF MINISTER.
— MY FATHER IS ILL.
| HAVE TO RUSH TO
PATALIPUTRA ...

WiILL YOU STAY
AT VIDISHA-NAGAR

'li'IAND
YOU AREN®T
YET FIT TO WITH YOUR PARENTS ?
I'LL SEND FOR
YOU LATER.

ACCOMPANY




| VOUR HEALTH. |
| AND DON’T -
PREACH NON-

To-BE

| WANT HIM

K’ING OF
KINGS.

A

BEFORE |
ANY THIMNG ;__EL_J_._-I.;_?;
YOU WANT .

N

BUT GIVE ME
YOUR WORD

THAT YOuU
WLL;/

LN

N

I




AT LATALIPUTRA, ASHORA INWAS RECEIVED BY THE CHIEF MINISTER.

THE THRONE!
IT IS MINE!
| HAVE EARNED
THE RIGHT TO

g AT

PRINCE !
YOUR FATHER Ay
IS NO MORE. -
AND YOUR
BROTHERS ARE
FIGHTING
AMONGST
THEMSELVES
FOR THE.
THRONE.,

ASHOKA FORGOT ALL ABOUT THE PROMISE
HE HAD NMALE TO VIDISHA.




ASHOMSA MAS RUTHLESS IN BILLING
ALL THOSE THAT CHALLENGED 'HIS
RIGHT TO THE THRONE. SUMANALEV!,
WIFE OF ONE OF HIS BROTHERS, WAS
EXPECTING A BABY AT THE TIME.

DO YOuU SUGGEST
THAT | RUN AwWAY
! FROM HERE ?
BUT WHERE
CAN | GO?

Y PRINCESS | N
| FEAR FOR
THE LIFE OF

[ escapinG Feomr THE pacacE
SUATAMADELY IMANDERLED IN
THE FOREST .

| CAN SHOW YOU
A SECRET DOOR.
YIOU CAN ESCAPE
INTO THE




TOOK PITY ON HER.

IF YOU COME
WITH ME TO

X MY VILLAGE ,

N WILL ARRANGE

r—
AN OLL MAan, WHO WAS BASSING BY,

SHE ACCOMBANIED HIM . IWHILE
THEY WERE ON THEIR WAy —
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FARTHER. -k

DAUGHTER!
MY HOME IS
CLOSE Bv.
ILL FETCH MV
WIFE . wYOU
REST UNDER
THIS
NIGRODHA
"I TREE.

IT WAS UINDER THAT NIGRODHA TREE
THAT A 80Y AAS BORPN TO SUMANADEVY.

NIGRODHA KUMAR GREW UP
W THAT WLLAGE AND
BECAME A MONK AT A VERY




| MEANWIHLE  ASHOKA HAD BECOME A POWERFUL | YES ,YOUR MAJESTY.
KING . AT #113 coueT - EVEN TAXILA AND

UJJAINI ARE L
MY KINGDOM QUIET.
PEACEFULY

ARE THE & |

MINISTER, IS \

I/ 1T 15 INDEPENDENT
| Il TODAY AND MAY
AISE ITS HEAD ANY

STILL WE SHOULD
NOT REST TILL
BRALINGA IS

(-m;f?
Ef% )

[ wae 1T wiLL
by _HAVE TO BE.

COMMANDER |
PREPARE FOR THE
BATTLE.




ASHOKA'S
INVALDELD
KALINGA .

THE SOLDIERS OF KALINGA .- ¢
FOUGHT BRAVELY. \ 3 A

WE HAVE WON. /! .
KALINGA 1S 3 \ VISIT
: o Ul \ KALINGA,




AS HE PROCEEDED, HE SAW HORRIBLE SIGHTS.

CVER
1,000,000
MEN TO BE
PRECISE
YOUR
MAJESTY.

HEAPS OF DEAD MEN.
WE HAVE KILLED
MANY .

IT LOOKS
DESOLATE
HERE.

WE HAVE
CAPTURED
1,500,000
MEM
YOUR
MAJESTY. &

MAJESTY.

J ? i ; “ ,ﬁ.ﬁ




YOUR
MAJESTY!
AREN’T
YOuU

TO ALL TO H/IS GRIEF
A MESSENGER CANVIE
FROM VIDISHA-IVAGAR.

- o

YOUR MAUJESTYI
I HAVE BROUGHT
THIS LETTER FROM
VIDISHA DEVI.
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HERE IS VIDISHA? | SHE
k- PLANS
TO JOIN

Ve tOmise. 9 am
¥ sSending Lh ;

N 20 you, Dl ieten

| aftes thom

ONE pAY, FROM HIS PALACE WINDOW, .-
HE SAW A MONK PASSING ALONG THE ROAD.

o - 5
U WHO CAN THIS BE?
WY OO | FEEL
DRAWN TOWARDS
HIM 2 :




GO!
QuUICK!
REQUEST
THAT MONIK

WHEN THE MONK CAME —

VENERABLE ONE, | DON'T YOU
WHO ARE YOU 2 /SEE,WHO | AM?
= A BUDDHIST

N

MAY | KNOW s o s MY MOTHER
YOUR MQME' B ’ e :-;- i e CALLED ME
PLEASE 7 48 £ ‘L & NIGRODHA

| AM YOUR
NEPHEW.
| CAN GUESS
WHAT IS
GOING ON
IN VOUR

OF MY




WHY SHOULD | 7
BECAUSE

YOuU KILLED MY
FATHER ?

IS NOT
THAT REASOIN
ENOUGH
TO HATE
ANOTHER %

PRAY, WHERE
DID wYOuU
LEAENfﬂmS?




MY MIND HAS THEN SEEK ) —— % WILL
NOT KNOWN REFUGE IN / 7 _You
BUDDHA . 4 a7 ACCEPT ME
DEACE« . . - = gs qme
DISCIPLE ? _

REFUGE
IN THE
DHARMA .




e
| A rEANSFGEm rfc:w CME
ABOUT IN ASHORA. ALL HIS B
ATTENTION NOW wWwAas onN |

BRINGING PEACE AND
HALPINESS TO

| FOR THE COMFORT OF TRAVELLERS , EVEN IN
THE wcx::s HE BUILT REST HOUSES AND
. DISPENSARIES. .

¥
L
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_ oy = \\u §|
al"f O [ R a4 11T A N\ S/
| HE ERECTED. | | !...ANE CARVED
PILLARS. .. 5 INSTRUCTIONS
~ ON ROCKS.




ONE Ay - | HAVE GIVEN
s AWAY  ALL

THINGS DEAR EXCEPT...
TD ME - S
R - | II |
% = # : ,i , I N
: | R ; i W i1
4 : = S
: :'-.;t:! - =1

YOUR
CHILDREN.

FATHER, ALLOW -
ME TO JOIN THE /
NUNNERY, >

WITH A HEAVY
HEART - BUT
| GIVE YOU
PERMISSION.

SANGHA. .




MY HUSBAND AND

SON HAVE RENOUNCED

THE WORLD. | TAKE
NO PLEASURE

AFTER A FEW YEARS —

GO WITH MY
BLESSINGS.

GO,

FATHER, |

WOULD LIKE
TO GO TO
LANKA.

rill
e -

FATHER,
| HAVE COME
TO BID YOU

GOOD-BVYE. _

A MESSAGE HAS
BEEN RECEIVED
FROM LANKA.
THEY NEED
NUNS AT THE
MISSION.

MY SON.




SANGHAMITREA BE BRAVE. YOU

I CAN BEAR GRIEF

IS A MEMBER OF
Tl_lE SMGHA- :

o

- N3
. iy

%

Pi———" YvOu,
I WISH “YOU | : FATHER. /-

| SUCCESS.
\_ GO s MY

| | HAVE GROWN OLD. PSS FORGET SANGHAMITRA /

OH ! VIDISHA,

HAVE LEFT ME

LHALRNMA .
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I P> <SS S SOUR CHILDREN

JUSST AS YO 0
FOR THE SAKE OF




DO NOT
GRIEVE.

(

B

SACRIFICING
YOUR DEAR ONES
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