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Los Angeles, CA (March 12, 2021) – SCI-Arc is delighted to announce the return of its annual 
gala, Main Event 2021: Acts of Optimism on May 1, 2021. Inspired by Director and CEO Hernán 
Diaz Alonso’s affirmation that “architecture is an act of optimism,” Main Event 2021 will present an 
evening of unique programs with artists and creative innovators across disciplines, centering on the 
role of optimism in our collective future. The liveliest affair of the academic year, Main Event 2021 
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will benefit the SCI-Arc Scholarship Endowment, with net proceeds providing support for more 
students to access the world-renowned school of innovation and architectural thinking.  

The vibrant virtual program promises to be an evening that is at once spectacular and 
inspiring, featuring a stunning lineup of influential guests such as architect and SCI-Arc alumna 
Barbara Bestor, Pritzker Prize-winning architect Peter Zumthor, LAXART executive director Hamza 
Walker, film director and educator Kordae Henry, SCI-Arc design faculty member Mira Henry, and 
photographic artist and writer Janna Ireland. Conversations on the intersections of optimism and 
invention will inspire and engage a global audience of alumni, friends, designers, business leaders, 
arts supporters, and creative professionals.  
 
For the first time ever, thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, this remarkable program will offer 
free admission with registration. SCI-Arc sincerely thanks our sponsors including Spotlight Sponsors 
Lise Strickler and Mark Gallogly; Sustaining Sponsors Tom Strickler and Ellen and Dan Strickler; 
and Contributing Sponsors Barbara Bestor/Bestor Architecture, Suzanne Boda and George 
Grindahl, Florencia Pita and Hernán Díaz Alonso, Abby Sher, Margaret Griffin and John 
Enright/Griffin Enright Architects, Steven Song/SCAAA, Perkins + Will, and Wurstküche.  
 
Main Event 2021 invites audiences worldwide to join SCI-Arc in celebrating the optimistic 
possibilities envisioned by architectural thinking. Supporting Main Event 2021 directly benefits the 
most talented and committed students from around the globe, supporting scholarships so students 
can experience SCI-Arc's incomparable educational opportunities.    
 
SCI-Arc is dedicated to empowering students to challenge the rules, push the limits, and redefine 
architecture as a discipline. Main Event 2021 will revel in the rigorous, unparalleled architectural 
thinking for which SCI-Arc has always been, and continues to be, known.   
  
To RSVP or donate, please visit sciarc.edu/mainevent.  
For additional information, contact development@sciarc.edu.  
To become a sponsor, please contact Natasha Neufeld at natasha_neufeld@sciarc.edu.  
For media inquiries, contact Stephanie Atlan at stephanie_atlan@sciarc.edu.  
 
 
About SCI-Arc 
Southern California Institute of Architecture (SCI-Arc) is dedicated to educating architects who will imagine and shape the 
future. It is an independent, accredited degree-granting institution offering undergraduate and graduate programs in 
architecture. Located in a quarter-mile-long former freight depot in the Arts District in downtown Los Angeles, the school is 
distinguished by its vibrant studio culture and emphasis on process. SCI-Arc’s approximately 500 students and 80 faculty 
members, most of whom are practicing architects, work together to reexamine assumptions, create, explore, and test the 
limits of architecture. SCI-Arc faculty and leadership have garnered more than 500 national and international design awards 
and recognitions, including Progressive Architecture awards, American Institute of Architects (AIA) awards, and the 
prestigious Jencks and Pritzker architecture prizes. In DesignIntelligence’s 2019 US survey, SCI-Arc ranked #2 in Design 
Technologies, #3 Most Hired From, and was top ten among the nation’s Most Admired Undergraduate Programs in 
Architecture. SCI-Arc is located at 960 E. 3rd Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013. www.sciarc.edu 

 


