Alma’s Quotation of Lehi

1 Nephi 1:8

And being thus over-
come with the Spirit,
he was carried away in
a vision, even that he
saw the heavens open,
and he thought he
saw God sitting upon
his throne, surrounded
with numberless
concourses of angels,
in the attitude of
singing and praising
their God.

Alma 36:22

Yea, methought | saw,
even as our father Lehi
saw, God sitting upon
his throne, surrounded
with numberless
concourses of angels,
in the attitude of
singing and praising
their God;

yea, and my soul did
long to be there.
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Alma’s Quotation of Lehi

Key Scriptures 1 Nephi 1:8; Alma 36:22

Explanation Book of Mormon prophets, in addition to quoting scripture from the
brass plates, quoted other Nephite prophets who had gone before
them. For example, Alma 36:22 quotes Lehi’s words found in 1 Nephi
1:8. Because Alma was the keeper of the small plates, he would have
had access to Lehi’s words. Alma’s verbatim quoting of these twenty-
one words has interesting implications. These two passages are sepa-
rated from each other by several hundred pages of text. Because
Joseph Smith dictated the Book of Mormon without notes, he
would, if he recognized the quotation at all, not likely have been able
to remember the original version word for word except by divine
inspiration.

Source John W. Welch, “Textual Consistency,” in Reexploring the Book of
Mormon, ed. John W. Welch (Salt Lake City: Deseret Book and
FARMS, 1992), 21-22.
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