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A Comparison of Nephite Law Lists
Crimes 2 Ne. Mosiah Alma Alma Alma Alma Hel. Hel. Hel. Hel. Ether Ex.
Prohibited 26:32 2:13 1:32 16:18 23:3 30:10 3:14 4:12 6:23 7:21 8:16 20–23

Abominations X X
Adultery X X X X X X
Babblings X X
Confinement X
in dungeons
Contentions X X X
Costly apparel X X
Deceivings X X
Denying X X
prophecy
Deserting X X
Envy X X X X
False witness X X
Idleness X X
Idolatry X X
Lasciviousness X X
Lying X X X X X X
Malice X X X
Mocking the X X
sacred
Murder X X X X X X X X X X X X
Taking name  X X
of God in vain
Oppressing poor X X
Persecuting X X
Plunder X X X X X X X X X
Power mongering X
Pride X X X
Revilings X X
Robbing X X X X X
Seeking riches X X X X
Slavery X X
Smiting weak X X
Sorceries X X
Stealing X X X X X X X X X X
Strife X X X
Whoredoms X X X X X X
Wickedness X X X X X X X X X
Withholding X
food
Withholding X
clothing
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2 Nephi 26:32; Mosiah 2:13; Alma 1:32; 16:18; 23:3; 30:10;
Helaman 3:14; 4:12; 6:23; 7:21; Ether 8:16; Exodus 20–23.

The law of Moses, written on the brass plates, was rigorously fol-
lowed by the Nephites, whose prophets often referred directly or
indirectly to it in recitations of various lists of crimes. More than
ten such law lists are shown on this chart. Each of these law lists is
unique. But when they are all merged into a single composite list,
it becomes clear that they collectively proscribe the list of crimes
found in Exodus 20–23 and some additional ones, such as power
mongering and confining people to dungeons. Such striking paral-
lels and clusters show the relatedness of the five books of Moses to
the most frequently condemned crimes in the Book of Mormon.
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