
Doctrine and Practice

Explanation
The teachings propagated among Christians in the first generation after Christ derived

largely from Peter, John, and Paul. Through examination of the surviving writings of these
three apostles, much of the nature of early Christian theology can be ascertained. Most
prominent were teachings about Christ, testimonies of his divine sonship, and declarations
of his atoning mission. Other teachings can be categorized as basic doctrines and as practices
of the early Christian community. The three charts that follow highlight various teachings
about Christ as well as Christian doctrines and Christian practices as articulated in the
writings of Peter (chart -), John (chart -), and Paul (chart -). Taken together
these charts show that these three major spokesmen addressed similar subjects in similar
ways. For example, John is often thought of as the apostle of love. However, Peter and Paul
also spoke about this important subject, often using the same vocabulary or phraseology.
How does one explain the commonalities? Most obviously, these apostles derived their
teachings from Jesus Christ as their common source.
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Charts 12-4, 12-5, 12-6

Basic Theologies



Chart -

TEACHINGS ABOUT CHRIST

Belief in Christ Essential Jn 6; 1Jn 3:23; 4:1; 5:10–13

Premortal Christ Jn 1; 6:62; 8:58; 16:28; 17:25

Christ as Creator Jn 1:3, 10

Christ, Only Begotten Jn 1:14, 18; 3:16

Atonement of Christ Jn 6:51; 10:15; 11:25; 1Jn 1:7; 2:2; 3:5; 4:10

Resurrected Christ Jn 20:14–20; 21

CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES

Apostasy 1Jn 2, 4

Fulfillment of Mosaic Law Jn 1:17

Godhead Jn 5:19; 8:18; 10:30, 38; 17:3, 21; 1Jn 5:7

CHRISTIAN PRACTICES

Baptism Jn 3:1–5

Personal revelation Jn 6:63; 14:17; 15:26; 1Jn 3:24; 4:6; 5:6

Love, charity Jn 5:42; 12:25; 13:34–35; 15:10, 13, 19;

17:26; 1Jn 2:5; 3:1, 23; 4:7–8, 16–18, 21;

2Jn 1:5

John’s Basic Theology

Charting the New Testament, © 2002 Welch, Hall, FARMS




