
SCRIPTURE CENTRAL
https://scripturecentral.org/ 

Index C: Subject

Source: Traditions about the Early Life of Abraham
Editor(s): John A. Tvedtnes, Brian M. Hauglid, and John Gee 
Published: Provo, UT: Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon 

Studies, Brigham Young University, 2001 
Page(s): 555–562

The Foundation for Ancient Research and Mormon Studies (FARMS) existed as a California 
non-profit corporation from 1979 until about 2006, when it was allowed to go into 
involuntary liquidation, at which time copyrights held by FARMS and its authors and/or 
editors reverted or may have reverted back to their original author and/or editors. This 
chapter is archived by permission of series editor John Gee and editor John A. Tvedtnes.

Type: Book Chapter

https://scripturecentral.org/


Indexc

Su b je c t

As with the citation index, we chose to rely on the work already done in Index A, 
"Unique Elements of the Book of Abraham Supported by Extrabiblical Traditions," in- 
stead of repeating the elements that have been thoroughly indexed there. Thus, an entry 
that receives significant attention in Index A will have, instead of a listing of pages, a ref- 
erence to that index.

Aaron, 108-9
Abed-nego, 120. s Azariah
Abel, 59,198
Abimelech, 67, 73, 96,161

king of Gerar, 69
Abimi, 122
Abraham

age of, at departure for Canaan (see index A, 547) 
altar built by, 48,109,117,150,151,158, 470, 

471, 475
as apple tree, 160
astronomy known by (see index A, 54445) 
astronomy taught to Egyptians by (see index A, 

545)
astronomy taught to Phoenicians by, 8,10
birth of, in Cave of Light, 386
book written by (see index A, 546)
books from fathers owned by (see index A, 546) 
in cave, 45,131,138,165-66,175
Chaldean ancestry of, 38 
circumambulation of altar by, 225, 269, 280 
circumcision of, 283, 345, 369, 370
connection of, to Noah (see index A, 543) 

converts of (see index A, 544) 
covenant of, with God, 61, 81, 86-88, 256, 278,

282, 485 (see also index A, 543) 
driving away of ravens by, 211, 230, 241, 263,

275
in Egypt, 7, 8,10,18, 26, 40, 45-46, 4849, 94-95,

126,134,151-52,153,159-60,161 
as fig tree, 82 
in the furnace (fire) (see index A, 53940) 
as hadar tree, 83,106 
heavens shown by God to (see index A, 544-45) 
idolatry, rejection of, by, 45, 53-54, 56, 67, 69,

74-75, 80, 111, 117,122,129-30,132,141,
144,169,195, 277-78, 292-93, 298-99, 375, 
387,401, 438, 441

idols, destruction of, by, 17, 91,125,132,14041,
171,176,178,199, 212, 224, 230, 237, 242,
254, 263, 270, 275, 278, 294, 296, 305-6, 319, 
322, 331, 338-39, 353, 361-63, 369, 373, 
375-76, 392, 400, 402, 412, 417, 423-24, 436, 
442, 456, 460

idols, offerings to, by 131-32,14041,176,178 
imprisonment of, 45,144,171,178
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Abraham (continued)
instructions of, to Sarah, 67, 69, 73,151, 223, 279 
invention of seeder plow by, 16, 230 
killing of, attempted by king, 164-65 
as king or prince, 48, 77, 97,101,112,114,122, 

133
name, meaning of, 35-36, 40, 43 
pilgrimage of, 353, 367 
priesthood ordination of (see index A, 543) 
raising of king from the dead by, 460-61 
reading and writing ability of, 86-88 
rescue of, by angel (see index A, 541) 
rescue of, by God (see index A, 54142) 
restoring of birds by, 306, 390-91, 461 
restoring of sheep by, 452 
rod of Adam received by, 273
Sarah as sister of, 8, 29, 48,161, 223 
seed of, 46, 58, 79 
signs in heaven at birth of, 130,135-36, 282 
six tests of, 345
stone of power in possession of (see index A, 544) 
sun, moon, and stars thought to be gods by, 56, 

131,139,161,166,175-76, 485-86
Syria as a dwelling place of, 40, 48 
teaching of, by Noah, 253 
three lies told by, 308, 328, 343, 344, 345, 363, 

379
thumb (finger) of, providing food, 314, 336, 355, 

360, 374, 386, 415, 422, 429, 437, 460
trials of, 45-46, 62,159 
white liquid oozing from, 378

Adam, 21, 79, 94,103, 207
altar of, 470, 471 
garment of, 69 
heavenly book given to, 124,154 
premortal existence of, and Abraham, 89,113 
rod of, 273

adamantite chains, 497
Ahab, 121
Ahaz, 111 
alfalfa, placing of Abraham in, 359, 418, 428 
altar

of Adam and Noah, 470, 471
built by Abraham (see Abraham, altar built by) 
children sacrificed on (see index A, 539)

Isaac on the, 83,106,162, 173
Amon, 111
Amraphel, 96,112,114

as Nimrod, 67, 81, 111, 119-20
Amthelo (wife of Terah), 135
angel(s), 57, 81,110,117,165,180

and Abraham, 99, 111, 133, 162, 167-68,171-72, 
173-74

and Sarah, 96,126,152-53,159-60
Anuki, 14748
Apocrypha, 4,180
Aramaic,

Bahir in, 50
targumim, language of, 65
Zohar in, 154

Aramaic root, Iscah compared to, 121
Arioch, 96
arithmetic. See mathematics
Arphaxad (Arpachshad), 52, 93, 467-68
Asbolus as Cush, 9
astronomer, Abraham as. See index A, 54445 
astronomers (astrologers) of Nimrod, 130,135-36,

144,191-92, 209
astronomy (astrology). See index A, 54445 

command not to practice, 11, 99
Athrai (wife of Terah), 45
Ayon, 137
Azar. See Terah
azar, 334, 357
Azariah ((Azaria), 71, 81, 90, 92, 99,109,116,121,

134,162-63,179
Azazel. See Satan
Baal as parallel to Belos, 9
Babel. See Babylon, Babylonia
Babylon, Babylonia, 41

Abraham in, 48,107,133
later kingdom of, 65, 71,134
Nimrod's kingdom of, 67,147,169, 207
Tower of (Babel), 10, 21-22,127,139,155

Babylonian Talmud, 50,119,163
Bahram, 488-90
Bar Kappara, 92, 95
Belos (Bel), 129

as builder of Tower of Babel, 10
in genealogies, 9
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Berechiah, 80
Berosus, 48 
birthright, 109 
Book of Signs, 467, 473 
book(s)

Abraham's possession of (see index A, 546)
Enoch's possession of, 154

box, Sarah hidden in, 94,126,152,159 
bricks used to build Tower of Babel, 22 
Budri, 45
Camarina (Babylonian city), 8
Canaan

father of Nimrod, 165,166
son of Belos, 9
son of Ham, 80,154-55

Canaan, land of, 156-57, 485
Abraham goes to, 46, 66, 73, 76,126,133, 

148-51,152,154, 223, 470, 475
famine in, 8,18, 26, 45, 48,151, 223, 244, 261, 

266, 279
Terah goes to, 17, 68

carpet (prayer rug), bringing of, by Gabriel from 
paradise, 323, 419-20, 431-32, 444 

catapult, 173-74, 260, and Muslim section 
throughout

cave, 131, 138,165-66,175
Chaldea(ns), land of, 4,16, 38-39, 47, 66,144,193

Babylon as, 48
famine in (see index A, 547)

Chaldeans. See also Abraham, in the furnace (fire) 
and astronomy, 8,11, 37, 3940, 42
and child sacrifice (see index A, 539)
fire worship by, 133,191, 216, 226, 228, 234, 236, 

239, 245, 257,260, 268, 287
Chaldees. See Chaldeans: Chaldea(ns), land of 
Charran. See Haran, land of
Chedorlaomer, 96,147, 470
Christians, 89,126

Bahir first published by, 50
texts emended by, 61, 72
work preserved by, 35, 47

Chus. See Cush
constellations. See stars 
converts, 69,100,161,162. See also index A, 544

and creation, 63, 86

at time of Abraham's rescue from fire, 133,174, 
179

Cornebo, 135
council, 59
cross of firewood, making of, by Nimrod, 307 
crows as cause of famine, 15-16, 211, 230, 241,

263, 275
Cush, 9, 470

father of Nimrod, 166,178
as Nimrod, 96

Damascus, 48,133-34, 489
Dead Sea Scrolls, 4,14, 26, 30, 31, 44
demons, casting out of, 497. See also Satan
devil. See Satan
divination, 15
drought. See famine
eagle, use of, by Nimrod to ascend to the heav- 

ens, 302, 347 48, 372, 394, 447
Eber,93, 211
Edna (wife of Terah), 15
Egypt, land of. See also Abraham, in Egypt

Alexandria, 35
founding of (1see index A, 546)
king of (see pharaoh)
language of, 175
people of, 3, 9
river of, 150
seventy souls going down to, 79,108

Elam, 96
Eliezer, 63,110,122

firstborn of Nimrod, 44
as gift of king to Abraham, 146,148
ruler of Damascus, 133
as son of Abraham, 186

Elijah, 74,116,199
Ellasar, 96
En-mishpat, 114
Enoch, 52,196

astronomy, discovery of, by, 9
book of, 19, 27, 85,154

Enoch (son of Cain), 473
Esar, 22
Esau, 69,103
Eusebius, 6-8,10,12, 47
Eve, 59
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exorcism, 497
famine, 100

in Canaan, see Canaan, land of, famine in
in Syria, 40
two in Abraham's day, 90, 94,102
in Ur or Chaldea (see index A, 547)

Fenech, 23
fire. See also Abraham, in the furnace (fire)

of the Chaldeans, 66, 68, 69, 74, 76,125,130,
133,134,146,177,179,194, 205

children, sacrifice of, in (see index A, 539) 
cords binding Abraham burned by, 14546, 294, 

365, 379, 431
destruction of those who cast Abraham in (see 

index A, 54243)
extinguishing of fire of Nimrod by fire of love, 

444
Gabriel as ruler over, 134
a garden appearing in the middle of, 147, 301, 

323, 365, 413, 420, 432, 457
as a god, 56, 91,130,133,191, 216, 226, 228, 234, 

236, 239, 245, 257, 260, 268, 287
of God, 173
Haran, death of, in, 17, 68, 91,125,133,14547, 

156,179, 469, and Christian section 
throughout,

idols burned by Abraham in (see idols, destruc- 
tion of, by)

pillar of, 468
Ur as, 45,177

firmament, 57, 58
Firmicus Maternus, 12, 476, 478
fox, urination on idol by, 436, 438
France, 50
furnace, 486

brick, 144
of the Chaldeans (Chaldees), 45, 67,162 
collapse of, when Abraham leaves (see index A, 

542)
Daniel's companions in, compared to Abraham, 

71, 90, 92, 99,103,109, 116,121-22,134, 
162-63,179

fiery, of fire (see Abraham, in the furnace [fire]) 
fire)

Gabriel, 174

Abraham carried by, 168
Abraham given milk by, 165-66 
circumcision of Abraham by, 283 
rescue of Abraham from fire by, 103,120,133,

134 (see also index A, 541)
rescue of Abraham (not from fire) by, 167,171 
rescue of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah by, 

81,120,134
garment

of Adam, 69
bringing of, to Abraham from Paradise, 

323-24, 386, 394, 404, 419-20, 431, 444
bringing of, to Joseph from Paradise, 323, 386, 

394, 404, 431
green, 324
silk, 365, 431

white
dressing in, of Abraham at birth by Gabriel, 

386
in Nimrod's dream, 383 

gecko. See salamander 
Gerar, 69 
gnat. See mosquito 
god(s). See idol(s) 
Gomorrah, 97
Goshen, 46
Goyim, 470 
Hagar, 29, 69,192, 210

daughter of pharaoh, 46, 67, 99 
descendant of Nimrod, 67

Haggadah, 95
Ham, 9, 20, 26, 96,154

children of, 227, 470 
kingdom of, 470

Hananiah (Hananya), 71, 81, 90, 92, 99,103,109, 
116, 121,134,162,179

Haran (brother of Abraham)
age of, at birth of children, 92
death of, by fire of Abraham's pyre, 68, 91,125, 

133,145 47,156,179, 469, and Christian 
section throughout

Haran (father of Sarah), 121,126,138 
death of, by fire from heaven, 66 
idols sold by, 169

Haran (Harran), land of
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Abraham's age at departure from (see 
index A, 547)

Abraham's visits to, 150
converts made in (see index A, 544) 

heaven(s), 19, 36, 37. See also index A, 54445
Abraham lifted above or into, 42, 58, 99, 100, 

104,107
Abraham's seed as host of, 46
creation of, 45, 56
tower reaching toward, 65, 68 

heavenly bodies, 39, 48
Hebrew Bible, 65, 67, 71, 73,158,162,178 
Hezekiah, 111
high priest. See priesthood
Horeb, 57
HRKNWS (Hyrkanos), 28-29 
hypocephalus, 499, 503 
idol(s), 4,14-16,17,19, 20, 24

avoidance of, by camels, 63
Barisat (idol of god made by Terah), 54-56 
children sacrificed to (see index A, 539) 
destruction of,

by Abraham (see Abraham, idols, destruction 
of, by)

by God, 57,191, 208, 221, 230, 263, 272, 305, 
334

by Pharoah, 474
falling of, when Abraham spoke, 169
feast for, 171
of god Dilun, 382
of god Helodon, 220
of god Ioav, 55
of god Kalithon, 220
of god Marumath, 52-54
of god Nakhin, 52
of god Zouchaios, 55
of jealousy, 59
of Nimrod, 98, 382
Nimrod's dream of, 383
of precious substances or metal, 3,14,19, 52, 382 
sale of, by Abraham, 53, 74-75,129,169, 305, 

336, 338, 361, 388, 400
sem as word for, 65,155
at top of Tower of Babel, 65, 68, 91 
urination on, by fox, 436, 438

of wood and stone (see index A, 538)
worship of, by Abraham's fathers (see index A, 

537-38)
idolatry

Abraham's arguments against, 54-56,14243 
confrontation between Abraham and Nimrod 

about, 75,130, 352, 353
and Laban, 63
practice of, by Abraham's fathers (see index A, 

537-38)
practice of, by Terah (sc index A, 538) 
rejection of, by Abraham. See Abraham, idola- 

try, rejection by
rejection of, by old woman, 170
rejection of, by Sophocles, 3

images. See idols
Imhotep, 478
Isaac, 109,113,123, 128,160, 218

book of life handed to, 85
built an altar, 117
date of Abraham's reign established by birth of, 

76
garment of Adam given to, 69
as a righteous shoot, 109
sacrifice of, 81,110,162
star shown to Abraham stands for, 79,108

Iscah. See Sarah, as Iscah (Yiskah)
Ishmael, 162,186, 223
Israel, 80, 103,107,109,113,117,119
Jacob, 69-70, 79, 81, 83,106,108-9,110, 117,123, 

128,160, 218
Abraham saved for sake of, 102,162-63 

Japheth, 468
Jared, 52
Jashar, book of, 123
Jashubi-lehem, 113
Javan, 127
Jerusalem, 47, 52,127, 489
Job, 218
John the Baptist (Yahya), 488
Joseph, 69, 83,106, 218
Joshua, 109,117,201
Joshua the High Priest, 121
Josiah, 111
judgment, 186,192
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Jupiter, 119
kabbalah, 50, 86
Kadesh, 97,105,112,114
Kardi, 178
Kedar Laomer. See Chedarlaomer
Keturah, 79
king(s), 93,136,162

Abraham as (.see Abraham, as king or prince) 
of Egypt (1see pharaoh)
of Phoenicia, 8

King of Glory, 45
kingship, 101
Kolob, 511
Kush, 127
Kuthi, 45,178
Laban, 63
Lamech, 52, 94
Laqmi, 34؛
law of Moses, 62,119,149,179
Leah, 84,106
Lebanon, 159
Libnah, 175
lion couch, 501
lizard. See salamander
magicians, 45,190, 472, 474-75
Mamre, 100,151
Mandaeans, 488, 489
Mandai, 488, 490
mathematics, 35, 36, 37, 42, 49
Melchizedek, 161, 210, 225, 270-71, 280, 395, 396 

Abraham, priest after manner of, 100,101 
as Shem, 81,105,109,120

Melka (wife of Serug), 14
Mesech, 127
Meshach, 20؛. See also Mishael
Methuselah, 52
Michael, 103,127,133,179 

circumcision of Abraham by, 283 
rescue of Abraham from fire by, 99,116 (see also 

index A, 541)
Migraim. See Mitsraim
Milcah (Milca, Milcha, Milkah), 47, 66, 68, 92,121, 

125, 126,133,138,147,201
Milchah (wife of Nahor), 24

Mishael, 71, 81, 90, 92, 99,109,116,121,134,162 
Mishnah, 46, 62, 63, 95,119
Mitsraim (Mizraim), ancestor of Egypt, 9, 459 
Mitzraim, 127,151, 189. See also Egypt
Moab, 113
Modiin, 134
moon, 36, 37, 39, 45, 48, 79,123, 479, 488. See also 

Abraham, sun, moon, and stars thought to 
be gods by

Mordecai, 71, 111, 115
Mored, 137
Moriah, 81,101,116
Moses, 58, 109, 111, 112,117,180 
mosquito (gnat)

killing of Nimrod by, 346, 372, 408-9, 448, 462 
as a plague against Nimrod's people, 372, 408,

448
Nahor (brother of Abraham)

burial of Terah by, 471
idols of, 52, 55
refusal of, to help build tower, 22

Nahor (father ofTerah), 93,136, 139,189, 208
Nahor (uncle of Abraham), 15 
Nebuchadnezzar, 81,121,134
Nechepso, 478
Nehemiah, 61
Nimrod

Abraham cast into fire by (1see index A, 53940) 
as Amraphel, 81, 96, 111, 119-20
attempt of, to kill God, 486
attempts of, to kill the baby Abraham, 131, 

136-37,166,167
attempts of, to seize Abraham, 148
blinding of, in a dream, 383
breastfeeding of, by a tiger, 355 
builder of tower of babel, 44, 227, 274
as Chedorlaomer, 147
claim of, that he was a god, 164
confrontation of, with Abraham over idols, 132, 

169, 486
as Cush, 96
death of, 469, 470
defeat of, by Abraham, 106,114
dreams of, 147,189, 207, 219, 245, 358, 383-84,
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385-86, 414, 427, 436, 460
as first to enact crucifixion, 332
flight of, from Abraham, 168
garment of Adam possessed by, 69 
imprisonment of, by Abraham, 171 
as king of Babel, 147, 227, 245, 274 
as king of Pontus, 67
mankind led astray by, 157
slaughter of newborn males ordered by, 164-65, 

304, 314-15, 321, 336, 358, 373, 422
slaying of old woman by, 170
worship of fire by, 75, 91,130,191, 209, 222, 245 
worship of idols by, 98, 334, 346, 349, 352, 382 

Ninus, 129
Noah, 52, 90,105,120,122,139,196, 485

Abraham concealed in house of, 14849
Abraham servant of, 138,140
Abraham taught by, 253
an altar built by, 109,117, 470, 471
book of life used by, 85,124
death of, 150
ten generations from, to Abraham, 62, 201 

Og, mocking of Abraham and Sarah by, 26 
Olea, 175
olive twigs, use of, to cast out demons, 497
Oni, 146
Onqelos, 73
Orpheus, 12, 478
Palestine, 8, 21, 52, 61, 65, 68, 71, 78,154
palm tree, 83, 95,106,108-9,159. See also Sarah, as 

palm tree
Peleg, 93, 214, 219
Phandana, 53
pharaoh

affliction by God of, 41, 46, 49, 95-96,109,126, 
153,159, 223, 243-44, 255, 472-73

arms of, withered, 450
blinding of, 325
conversion of, 473
destruction of idols by, 474
Hagar daughter of, 69, 99
hand (arm) of, becoming stiff (paralyzed), 328, 

34344
hand of, withered, 325, 367-68, 396, 463 

magicians of, gave astrology to Abraham, 134 
marriage of, to Sarah, 8,18, 28, 223, 255, 275, 

279-80
member of, withered, 410
as Pharethothes, 7
as Ptolemy I, 3
as Zoan, 27

phylactery, use of, in exorcism, 497 
planet(s), 39, 87, 98,104,107,119, 489 
plow. See Abraham, invention of seeder plow by 
polytheism, as the most grievous sin in Islam, 

292, 305, 317, 375, 399
Pontus, 67
premortal spirits. See index A, 54546 
priest. See priesthood
priesthood, 60. See also index A, 543 
proselytes. See converts
Put, 127
Rab, 119
Rabbanah (Rabonni, Rabunu), 173,179
Rachel, 84,106
Rebekah, 83,106
Resh Lakish, 79,102
resurrection, 186,190, 208, 220
Reu, 93,189, 207, 208, 214, 219, 227
Russia, 52
Saadia Gaon, 86
sacrifice. See index A, 539-40
salamander (gecko, lizard), 329, 365, 379, 442, 445 
Salem, 105,109
Samuel, 119
Sanhedrin, 65
Sarah (Sara)

beauty of, 40-41, 95,151,152,159 
conversion of women by, 102,115
Goshen given to, 46
as hadar tree, 83,106
Hagar given to, 46, 99,192, 210, 223, 244, 255, 

280
as Iscah (Yiskah), 66, 68, 92,121,125,126,133, 

201
locking of, in a box, 94-95,152
marriage of, to pharaoh, 8,18, 28-29, 45 49, 

223, 243, 255, 275, 279-80, 472
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Sarah (continued)
as olive tree, 82
as palm tree, 27 
rescue of, by angel, 280

Sarai. See Sarah
Saraph, 113
Satan, 58,121,162,167,173,190, 220
Saul, 109 
scarcity of crops. See famine
Sennacherib, 103
Serug, 52, 93,189,197,220
Seth, 154
Shadrach, 120. See also Hananiah
Shamish, 488-89
Shaveh, 97,114
Shechem, 103
Shekinah, 63
Shelah, 93,113
Shem, 52, 81, 91, 93,105,109,120,122,124,138, 

148,149, 225
Abraham as servant of, 138 
as high priest, 81,105 
name, meaning of, 91 
sacrifice offered by, 109

Sheol, 20
Shesmu, 482
Shimei, 111
Shinar, 96, 468
Shushan, 115
Siddim, 97
Sinai, 62,122
Socrates, 37
Sodom, 97
soothsayers, 472
Sophocles against idolatry, 3 
sorcerers, 197 
sorcery, 190, 221
Spain, 44, 86
spirits, 58-59
stars, 36, 37, 39, 40, 43, 56, 57, 58, 78-79, 84, 87, 99,

104,108,119,130-31,134,135-36,139,144,
157,163,164,166,167,175, 479, 485-86, 489 

statues. See idol(s)
sun, 36, 39, 45, 48, 56, 79,123, 131,132,139,160,

166,175-76,178, 479, 485-86, 488

sun, moon, and stars, worship of, 190, 208. See 
also Abraham, sun, moon, and stars thought 
to be gods by

Syracuse, 478
Syria, 40, 53
Talmud, 62, 85, 95. See also Babylonian Talmud 
targum(im), 65, 67
Terah (Azar)

as captain of the king's host, 14042 
conversion of, to true God, 133 
death of, 192, 209, 217, 222, 471
delivery of Abraham to Nimrod by, 125,143 
honoring of, by Nimrod, 148
as idol maker, 129,130,133,198, 237, 277, 437, 

486
imprisonment of, in Haran, 470 
worshiping of idols by (1see index A, 538-39) 

throne, 97,153, 162,179,180
Tidal, 96, 470
Tiras, 127
Torah, 103
tower, 44 45, 65, 68, 90-91,127,155
tree, 82-84, 95,105,106,108,159,160,174,178
Tubal, 127
Turts, 473, 474
Urim and Thummim. See index A, 544
Venus the Sacred, 488
wedjat-eye, Abraham as pupil of, 503 
Wind-Flood, 191, 209, 221, 230, 263, 272, 274 
witchcraft, 208
Yiskah. See Sarah, as Iscah (Yiskah)
Zedekiah, 121
zodiacal signs, 192, 479-84
Zohar, 86, 95,104, 154,159, 162
Zoroaster, 134
Zoroastrians, 75




