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Paul

Charts 15-18, 15-19, 15-20, 15-21

Explanation
Chiasmus and several varieties of inverted parallel structures are found in many places

in the New Testament. In reading Bible commentaries, students will often encounter figures
displaying chiastic patterns. The following charts offer a few samples of such literary arrange-
ments. Chart - lays out the elegant configuration of the Hymn to Charity (Agape) found
in 1 Corinthians 13; Paul may have imported or modified this poetical unit from some other
source. Chart - helps a reader to follow the logic of the Epistle to the Galatians, focusing
especially on the central chiasm in Galatians 4:1–7. Chart - gives an overview of the letter
of Paul to Philemon. The argument of the Epistle to the Hebrews also has a central pivot
point, drawing attention to Jesus Christ as the new High Priest. These and many other
examples show that Paul and other writers of the New Testament were skilled writers,
conversant with the literary styles of their day.
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Chiasmus in Hebrews

A Jesus is forever (1:8), so great a salvation we cannot neglect (2:3), who is a 
Son higher than the angels, whose house is more glorious than that of Moses   
(1:1–3:7).

B The word preached unto the House of Israel did not profit them 
because they hardened their hearts and had no faith upon their day of 
temptation (3:7–4:13).

C Christ’s priesthood is higher than that of Aaron or of the Levitical 
priests (4:14–7:28).

D We have a High Priest who officiates in the sanctuary built
by God (8:1–2).

C’ Christ’s covenant is the eternal testament higher than the
atonement administered in the temple by the Levites (8:3–10:35).

B’ The word preached to some did profit them by faith unto becoming 
heirs of righteousness who obtained a good report by pleasing God.   
(10:36–11:40).

A’ Jesus is forever (13:8), so great a witness we cannot neglect (12:1), becoming
sons (12:7–9), in Christ’s house which is the heavenly Jerusalem (12:22–28).

Chart -




