THE

BOOK OF MORMON:

AN ACCOUNT WRITTEN BY THE HAND OF MOR-
MON, UPON PLATES TAKEN FROM
THE PLATES OF NEPHI

Wherefore it is an abridgment of the Record of the People of Nepli; and also of
the Lamanites ; written to the Lamanites, which are a remnant of the House of
Israel; and also to Jew and Gentile ; written by way of commandment, and also
by the spirit of Prophesy and of Revelation, ritten, and sealed up. and hid
up unto the Lorp, that-they might not be destroyed; to come forth by the gift
and pcwer of Gop unto the interpretation thereof ; sealed by the hand of Moro-
ni. and hid up unto the Lurp, to come forth in due time by the way of Gentile ;
the interpretation thereof by the gift of Gop; an abridgment taken from the

Book of Ether.

Also, which is a Record of the People of Jared, which were scattered at the time
the Lorp confounded the language of the people when they were building a
tower to get to Heaven: which is to shew unto the remnant of the House of
Israel how great things the LorD hath done for their fathers; and that they may
know the covenants of the Lorp, that they are not cast off forever ; and also to
the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that JEsus is the CHRist, the ETERNAL
Gop, manifesting Himself unto all nations. And now if there be fault, it be the
mistake of men; wherefore condemn not the things of Gob, that ye may be
found spotless at the judgment seat of CHRIsT.

BY JOSEPH SMITH, JUNIOR,
AUTHOR AND PROPRIETOR;:

PALMYRA :

PRINTED BY E. B. GRANDIN, FOR THE AUTHOR.
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Chart 165

The Original Book of Mormon
Title Page

Explanation This photocopy of the title page of the original 1830 edition of the
Book of Mormon gives modern readers an idea of how the book
first appeared when it was published in Palmyra, New York. The
first title page differs from the title page of the current (1981) edi-
tion, the most obvious difference being that Joseph Smith is listed
as the “author and proprietor” of the Book of Mormon. As the
copyright page explains (see chart 167), he named himself the
“author and proprietor” consistent with federal law only to secure
a copyright for the Book of Mormon, thus making illegal any
alteration of text by those who do not hold the copyright.

Sources Joseph Smith Jr., title page of the Book of Mormon, 1830 edition
(Palmyra, N.Y.: E. B. Grandin, 1830); and Miriam A. Smith and
John W. Welch, “Joseph Smith: Author and Proprietor,” in
Reexploring the Book of Mormon, ed. John W. Welch (Salt Lake
City: Deseret Book and FARMS, 1992), 154-57.
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