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Both 1 and 2 Peter introduce the author as “an apostle of Jesus Christ” by his birth name, Simon in Greek,
or Simeon in Hebrew. This was the name of the patriarch Jacob’s second son (Gen 29:33). The Lord gave
this Apostle the name Cephas or Peter, meaning “rock,” and honored him as the leader of the Apostles.
After the Resurrection we see that role continuing, including at the Jerusalem Council.! Paul also refers
to him as one of the pillars of the church (Gal 2:9).

As a fisherman from Galilee, Peter most likely spoke Aramaic as his native language. Yet 1 and 2 Peter
are both written in elegant Greek. We assume that a well-educated, native Greek speaker translated and
polished each of these two letters. Because the letters each have very different writing styles, vocabulary,
themes, and organization, it appears that the same person did not translate both. In the first letter, Peter
thanks his scribe Silas: “With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you”
(1 Pet 5:12). But we are not told who helped translate, compile, or edit the second epistle (see 2 Pet 3:1).



First Peter has no evidence of Hebrew or Aramaic nuances, but it has at least fourteen Old Testament
citations.? In contrast, Peter’s second epistle follows the literary style of a farewell discourse.? It cites
Proverbs and an apocryphal work called 1 Enoch once each.

Historical records explain that Caesar Nero imprisoned Peter before he crucified him (Peter requested
to be crucified upside down because he did not feel worthy to die as the Lord had). Nero’s reign allows us to
date both epistles to sometime before AD 68.

Introduction to 1 Peter
First Peter is a guidebook on how to become more holy through trials. It connects enthusiastic exhorta-

tions with sensitive consolations for the Saints’ suffering persecution. It develops the following themes:

« Trials and suffering can develop greater faith and holiness
« The Old Testament prophesies about Jesus
« Follow the Savior’s example, even in persecution

o Christian code of conduct (for families, masters, and so on)

Table 1. Outline of 1 Peter
1:1—2  Greetings to Israelites
1:3—9 | A hymn of praise for God’s lively hope
1:10—12 The witness of the prophets
1:13—2:3 = A new chosen Israelite identity
2:4—-10 The chosen people and stone
2:11—12 | The Christian and unbelievers
2:13—15 | The Christian example and government
2:18—20 | Servants and masters
2:21—25 Christ’s example of suffering
3:1—7 | Wives and husbands
3:8—12 Christian conduct in review: Suffering while doing good
3:13—18 | Persecution
4:1—6 | Listening and loving for God
4:7-11 | Loving and serving for God
4:12—19 = Finding joy in suffering for God
5:1—9 | Instructions to elders and youth

5:10—14 Final greetings



1 Peter 1

Greetings to Israelites—1 Pet 1:1—2

1 Pet 1:1. “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout.” The
epistle opens in the same formal Greek format of most of Paul’s letters. This may have been because Peter
and Paul shared the same scribe, Silas.# The audience are “strangers” (KJV), “pilgrims” (NKJV), or “exiles”
(BSB), which has two possible meanings. This could refer to Christians living outside the land of Israel
in the diaspora (specifically, in five areas in Asia Minor, or modern-day Turkey).5 Or it could refer to the
fact that because Christians sought to return to their heavenly home, they were strangers in this world.
Figuratively, they try to walk the path of the Israelites in their search for an eternal promised land. Peter
reminds his audience that all who make covenants are adopted into the family of Abraham and house of

Israel. The audience was made up of:

« Jewish converts who had settled in Asia Minor after generations of being scattered—either
by the Assyrian or Babylonian captivities (between 730 BC and 60 AD).¢

+ Gentile converts who are now adopted into the family of Abraham as new chosen exiles.

1 Pet 1:2 (BSB). “according to the foreknowledge of God the Father and sanctified by
the Spirit for obedience to Jesus Christ.” Unlike Reformed or Calvinistic Christianity, we in the
Restoration do not refer to the elect or chosen as predestined.” The Lord restored to the Prophet Joseph
Smith that Christ’s atoning sacrifice covers all humanity—all may repent and all will be resurrected. God’s
omniscient foreknowledge does not mean He disregards individual choice or agency. We believe that in
our premortal life all were invited to serve Him, but only those who choose to make and keep their cov-
enants and who do not set their hearts “upon things of this world” nor “exercise unrighteous dominion”
will become His chosen people (D&C 121:34—42; Abr 3:22—4).

Peter mentions the need for both our obedience and the Spirit’s sanctification to receive redemption.
The Spirit acts as an enabling agent to implement the cleansing of the Savior’s Atonement. As we turn to the
Lord and obey Him, His grace allows forgiveness through the sanctifying power of His Spirit.

1 Pet 1:2 (BSB). “sprinkling by His blood.” In ancient Israelite temple worship, sacrificial ani-
mal blood was sprinkled on the altar and veil to represent the atoning power of redemption.® The blood
foreshadowed the Great Redeemer’s sacrifice (Alm 34:14). Understanding this allows us to see the unity

between obedience and sacrifice.

A hymn of praise for God’s lively hope—1 Pet 1:3—9

1 Pet 1:3. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus.”
Again, the New Testament describes the three separate members of the Godhead working in unity. This

prayer or hymn begins by praising God for His gift of life and “new birth” (NIV). Peter describes being



born again as a “living hope” (KJV). This hope stems Jesus’s Atonement, Resurrection, immortality, and
eternal life (NIV). When Christians exercise faith and repentance, they receive the Spirit and are born
again. As disciples hold onto and internalize this hope—or their faith in the Savior—it penetrates all as-
pects of their lives. When disciples live in hope, they are filled with love for God and charity toward others.

1 Pet 1:4. “To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re-
served in heaven for you.” God’s inheritance surpasses all mortal inheritance because it is incorruptible.

1 Pet 1:5 (BSB). “who through faith are shielded by God’s power for the salvation that
is ready to be revealed in the last time.” If disciples exercise faith, God can protect and guard them
(like Paul’s shield of faith or armor of God in Eph 6:11—13; 1 Ths 5:8). Again, the Lord’s Second Coming
sounds imminent.

1 Pet 1:6. “now for a season . . . ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations.” The
season is mortality. The Greek behind the KJV “temptation” also means “a trial, probation, testing, being
tried . . . calamity, affliction.” All who live long enough will experience hardships, grief, and pain. Yet,
Christians believe that God is aware of their trials and that those trials fulfill a purpose (see 2 Ne 4:17-33).
Even in times of calamities and temptations, Peter finds cause to “greatly rejoice” (KJV).

1 Pet 1:7. “the trial of your faith, . . . more precious than of gold . . . tried with fire.”
Peter explores how our trials can lead to deeper faith. Peter views normal mortal challenges and God’s
tailor-made trials as being “of greater worth than gold” (NIV). Even gold will perish, but the purified soul
is immortal. Like a metal refiner, God will purify the Saints through baptism by fire—the Spirit. Divine
trials help us humble ourselves and come unto God. Trials have the potential to make humans holy.

1 Pet 1:8—9 (BSB). “though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and rejoice with
an inexpressible and glorious joy . . . you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation
of your souls.” The goal of our faith is salvation. All may rejoice in the hope of God’s love. Peter writes as

one who has seen the resurrected Lord and encourages his audience to seek the same gift (1 Pet 5:1).

The witness of the prophets—1 Pet 1:10—12
1 Pet 1:10—11 (BSB). “Concerning this salvation, the prophets . . . searched and investi-
gated carefully, trying to determine the time and . . . [of] the sufferings of Christ and the
glories to follow.” Since the time of Adam, humans have received prophecies of the Messiah’s redemp-
tion—but only a few knew of His timing (for example, 1 Ne 10:4). By the time of Herod’s temple, the Jews
had combed through their scriptures for predictions of the long-awaited Messiah.® Early Christians also
cited prophecies to show how Jesus was the Messiah (Rev 10:7). These early prophecies connect Israelite
history with Jesus’s ministry.*

1 Pet 1:12 (BSB). “It was revealed to them.. .. [for]you. .. now announced by those who
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look

into these things.” The prophecies were not for the ancients as much as they were for the generation



in which they were fulfilled. Even during His life, Jesus did not know the timing of His Second Coming

(Mk 13:32). We also read of these prophecies in modern revelation.*

A new chosen Israelite identity—1 Pet 1:13—2:3
1 Pet 1:13. “gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end.” The phrase gird
one’s loins was used in military and athletic spheres to refer to tightening the long, wide outer garment
so that it would not cause one to stumble while marching or racing. This phrase is also translated, “Pre-
pare your minds for action” (NASB). Peter calls Christians to focus our thoughts and minds so that we
are prepared for future trials with “soberness” (népho). Literally this means “to abstain from wine,” but it
also meant “calm (vigilant), circumspect.”3 When we are calm, we can focus on the Lord and trust Him in
all situations. The next phrase refers to making the personal effort to strive with “hope to the end for the
grace,” or “set your hope completely” (CSB) and “set your hope perfectly” (ASV).

1 Pet 1:13. “at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” This phrase has led some Christians to define

[43

revelation as Jesus’s Second Coming. I prefer the NIV’s “when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.”
The Lord’s revelation refers to receiving all divine knowledge. In the Restoration, we often have unique
definitions of biblical phrases because the Lord expanded them line upon line within new revelations.*

1 Pet 1:14—16 (NIV). “As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had
when you lived in ignorance. But . . . ‘Be holy, because I am holy.’” Peter cites Lev 11:44, 45;
19:2, which contains God’s instructions for priests’ temple work. In this dispensation, the elders in Zion
received a similar charge: “Lift up their voice and declare my word. . . . For I am able to make you holy,
and your sins are forgiven you” (D&C 60:7). The Lord asks disciples to follow Him to become holy when
we obey God’s commandments, repent daily, and follow the Spirit’s guidance. As disciples do so, they are
cleansed through Christ’s Atonement.

A Saint (hagios) is one who is “sacred, holy, set apart by (or for) God.” To move forward spiritually,
Saints must obey God. They are called His holy ones because they did holy “works” (NIV), “conduct”
(RSV), and “conversation” (KJV). The Greek word encourages disciples to actively follow God with dili-
gence. Holiness belongs to God, so we become sanctified or holy through Him as we live holy lives.

1 Pet 1:17—19 (NIV). “Since you call on a Father who judges . . . live. .. in reverent fear.
Foryou...wereredeemed...with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish.”
Peter calls us to always be cognizant that judgment is coming. Our Judge is impartial, and He has prepared
a Redeemer, but we still are to live in humble, “reverent fear.” The word phobos, “fear,” is defined as “panic
flight, the causing of fear, terror” but can also be used for “reverence, respect, or humble meekness.”*®

The ancient Israelite ordinance of animal sacrifice (which began with Adam and Eve) symbolized Jesus’s
“great and last sacrifice; . . . yea, infinite and eternal” (Alm 34:14; Mose 6:5-8). Also, Isa 53:7 foresaw an
incorruptible sacrifice. Peter acknowledges the redeeming power of the Savior’s sacred blood, the lifeline for

mortality. Paul also attached this Christian application to the temple’s law of sacrifice (see 1 Cor 5:7; Heb 9:14).



1 Pet 1:20. “was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest
in these last times for you.” Our Savior was chosen in the premortal existence. The footnote in the
Church’s official KJV clarifies the difference between foreordained and foreknown. As mentioned earlier,
the KJV translators believed in predestination due to their Augustine and Calvinistic roots. The Bible has
very few teachings on the first estate, hence this doctrine is not believed by other Christians. The Lord re-
stored more on the doctrine of the premortal life to the Prophet Joseph Smith. In a sermon in Nauvoo, he
taught: “At the first organization in heaven we were all present, and saw the Savior chosen and appointed
and the plan of salvation made, and we sanctioned it.””

1 Pet 1:21—23 (NIV). “believe in God . . . so your faith and hope are in God. Now that
you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each
other, . . . you have been born again, not of perishable seed.” These verses teach us about the
three most important gifts of the Spirit: faith, hope, and charity. Once purified, Saints are to exercise
Christlike love toward all those around them. We are to love fervently. God gives these gifts as fruits of
our belief and obedience. Disciples can know they are born again when they have a pure heart filled with
genuine love. Being born again also becomes our Christian baptismal imagery. This is also described in
more detail as a “baptism of fire” (3 Ne 31:13—21).

1 Pet 1:24—25 (NIV). “All people are like grass, and . . . the grass withers and the flow-
ers fall, but the word of the Lord endures forever.” Peter quotes Isa 40:6—8. Jesus used simi-
lar ideas earlier in His Sermon on the Mount (Mt 6:30) and later in D&C 124:7. All the Old Testament
quotes in this book are from the Greek Septuagint (not the Hebrew or Samaritan Bible, as we find in

some of Acts).

1 Peter 2

1 Pet 2:1 (BSB). “Rid yourselves, therefore, of all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slan-
der.” Peter writes boldly with an “imperatival force . . . ‘abandoning,” ‘renouncing,” or ‘ridding oneself”
of wickedness.*® Peter calls disciples to abandon all negative attitudes toward others. The CEV translates
this as, “Stop being hateful! Quit trying to fool people. . . . Don’t be jealous or say cruel things about oth-
ers.” The KJV’s “malice” is also translated “wrongdoing,” “wickedness,” and “deceit” (BBE, ASV, NIV);
and the KJV’s “evil speaking” is “all the ways there are of speaking against people” (CJB). Peter encour-
ages us to develop Christlike attributes, which are the opposite of the five sins elucidated here.

1 Pet 2:2 (NASB). “and like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that
by it you may grow in respect to salvation.” Peter uses another metaphor to teach the principle
of rebirth—he talks about God’s word as mother’s milk. The spiritual milk is only figurative, but the met-
aphor is clear. As a newborn craves milk, so Christians who are spiritually born again should hunger for

the word of God. Jesus similarly taught His disciples to “hunger and thirst after righteousness” (Mt 5:6).



The chosen people and stone—1 Pet 2:4—10

1 Pet 2:4 (NIV). “As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by
God and precious to him.” Any time we read the word stone or rock in this passage, think of what it
meant to Peter, whom the Lord nicknamed Petros, or “Rock.” Later in His ministry, Jesus said to Peter,
“Thou art Peter [Stone], and upon this rock [revelation] I will build my church” (Mt 16:18). This is all very
pertinent in Judea, where most of the ground is covered with rocks and very little topsoil.

In addition to the landscape, “Christ is the living stone, the bedrock and chief cornerstone of the Saints’
faith.”2° Isa 28:16 foreshadowed the Messiah as our stone since the rock becomes our sure foundation.
Those who receive the rejected stone receive their Messiah and King. Stones also reminded Israelites of the
Urim and Thummim, which symbolize the omniscience of God (Ex 28:30).

1 Pet 2:5 (NIV). “you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to
be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus.” Peter
refers to all devoted disciples as living stones that are part of a spiritual house or temple. Similarly, Je-
sus taught the woman at the well about the living water available to all believers (Jn 4). Peter invites
all God’s disciples to work and build His “spiritual house to be a holy priesthood.” In this sense, Peter
equates priesthood to service. All those who help build God’s kingdom work together under God’s power,
or priesthood. This includes all disciples who serve with God’s power and direction—the same sense that

President Russell M. Nelson used:

Every woman and every man who makes covenants with God and keeps those covenants, and who
participates worthily in priesthood ordinances, has direct access to the power of God. Those who are
endowed in the house of the Lord receive a gift of God’s priesthood power by virtue of their covenant,

along with a gift of knowledge to know how to draw upon that power.2'

In this way, both women and men are blessed through priesthood covenants and ordinances. They mu-
tually build the kingdom, as suggested by Peter here. We offer sacrifices, especially during the sacrament,
as we commit our service to Him and place the offerings of our service on the figurative altar.

1 Pet 2:6—-8 (NIV). “I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone . . . a rock
that makes them fall.” Within three verses, Peter cites three Old Testament scriptures that use

rock symbolism:

1 Pet 2:6 NIV // Isa 28:16 1 Pet 2:7 NIV // Ps 118:22 1 Pet 2:8 NIV // Isa 8:14
I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen The stone the builders rejected = A stone that causes people to
and precious cornerstone, and | has become the cornerstone. stumble and a rock that makes
the one who trusts in him will them fall.

never be put to shame



1 Pet 2:9. “Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; ... [God] hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.” Ancient Israel
received the title “a peculiar people” five times in the Old Testament. We find it as an appellation
twice in the New Testament. Peculiar also means “valued property” or “special treasure or jewels.”2?
God asked the Israelites to become a holy nation in Ex 19:6. This is the goal of a Zion society. Peter
added to the Old Testament phrase to describe the early Church as “royal priesthood.” Abraham
learned that the priesthood is everlasting (Gen 17:7-19). Christ’s Church always has His priesthood
power, which can be accessed by those who exercise faith, kindness, longsuffering, humility, patience,
and love (D&C 121:236—46).

1 Pet 2:10 (NIV). “Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have.” Early Christians came from many ethnic back-
grounds but became unified through baptism and honoring Christ. Whether they were born as Israelites
or converted to the covenant, all were in the new family seeking to come closer to Christ. By so doing,
they became foreigners to the world. Since Abraham, God’s people and priesthood were chosen by their
lineage and righteousness. But through the mercy of Jesus, all will have the opportunity to receive the

message of salvation.

The Christian and unbelievers—1 Pet 2:11—12

1 Pet 2:11—12 (NIV). “I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires.
... Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong,
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.” Peter tenderly calls
disciples “strangers and pilgrims” (KJV), a phrase from Lev 25:23. As a new people they join to fight
against the natural man and woman. Peter pleads for them to practice self-control to master their natural
appetites and temptations. If they succeed, their lives will witness goodness to nonbelievers and over time
those who once persecuted them will soften and help to build the church of God. Peter’s reference to “the
day of visitation” may be a euphemism for Peter’s hope that Christ will come soon or a reference just to a

future time of repentance.

The Christian example and government—1 Pet 2:13—15

1 Pet 2:13—15 (NIV). “Submit yourselves . . . to every human authority: whether to the
emperor, as the supreme authority. . . . For it is God’s will that by doing good you should
silence the ignorant.” This counsel is especially meaningful when we remember that while Peter
dictated this letter, he was unjustly incarcerated for his faith. Even though Nero was a violent leader,
Peter asks Christians to submit to their Church and civic leaders. How much more do modern Christians

need to obey the laws of the land? The eleventh article of faith teaches the same thing. By so doing,



believers can mediate laws and exemplify Christian living. But Christians should still speak to defend

truth in a respectful way.

Servants and masters—1 Pet 2:18—20

1 Pet 2:16—17 (NIV). “live as God’s slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the
Jamily of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.” Many translations use the phrase “ser-
vants of God” because of the voluntary nature of conversion. Yet, the Greek word can mean “slave,
servant, or bondservant.” If we follow the example of Jesus, who was Isaiah’s Suffering Servant, then
servitude to God becomes our Christian way of life. Disciples follow Jesus’s example when we submit
to God as a servant to a master. Each morning and night and throughout the day, servants ask their
Master how they can better serve Him. God asks His servants to love others as He does and to defend
Him and His prophets.

1 Pet 2:18 (BSB). “Servants, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not
only to those who are good and gentle, but even to those who are unreasonable.” Con-
sistent with Paul’s previous advice, household servants or slaves are counseled to obey their masters,
whether or not they are treated kindly. This observation that Christianity does not condemn slavery is
startling to some. As discussed previously, servitude in the Greco-Roman world was more like a feudal
system: most slaves served for a set number of years, and they were often paid.23 The message that Jesus
taught was not to stop servitude but rather to teach all how to serve. Jesus was the Master who served.

1 Pet 2:19—20 (BLB). “if for sake of conscience toward God, anyone endures griefs, suf-
Jering unjustly . . . if you shall endure doing good and suffering, this is commendable
before God.” Peter’s audience was facing all sorts of persecutions. Being buffeted, or “struck with fists,”
was a real concern for the persecuted Saints. Peter is suffering at that moment for his beliefs and will be
crucified soon. Yet, he asks believers not to react with violence. He encourages them to live God’s laws
and commit their souls with confidence into the hand of their loving Judge (D&C 54:10). He describes

suffering for God as a grace.

Christ’s example of suffering—1 Pet 2:21—25

1 Pet 2:21 (NIV). “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you
an example.” These verses describe details of our Savior’s Passion that fulfilled prophecy, start-
ing with Jesus’s sinless nature and the scourging He endured (2:22, 24).24 “Stripes” in Greek means
“bruises or bloody welts from whipping or scourging.” Peter echoes several verses from Isa 53 to show
Jesus’s suffering.?> We must endure trials to receive salvation. Jesus first wore “a crown of thorns be-
fore the crown of glory.”2¢

The following parallels help illustrate the fulfillment of this part of Isaiah’s Suffering Servant passage.



1 Pet 2

“Because Christ also suffered for us” (verse 21)

“Who did no sin, neither was guile” (verse 22)

“When he was reviled, reviled not again, when he
suffered, he threatened not but committed him-

selfto him that judgeth righteously” (verse 23)
“Who his own self bare our sins in his own body

on the tree that we being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness by whose stripes ye were

healed” (verse 24)
“For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now

returned unto the Shepherd” (verse 25)

Isa 53

“He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sor-
rows” (verse 4)
“He had done no violence, neither was any de-

ceit in his mouth” (verse 9)
“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he

opened not his mouth” (verse 7)

“He was wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities the chastisement of our
peace was upon him and with his stripes we are

healed” (verse 5)
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have

turned” (verse 5)

1 Peter 3

Wives and husbands—1 Pet 3:1—7

1 Pet 3:1 (BYUNR). “Likewise, wives, defer to your own husbands, so that if they disobey
the word they may be attracted back by the conduct of the wives, without a word.” In this
epistle Peter previously taught how to act toward the government, slaves, and masters. Now he turns to
married couples. As mentioned with Paul’s writings, the Greek word hupotasso—translated as “subjec-
tion” (KJV), “defer” (NTR), or “submit” (NIV)—was initially a military word used to describe the troops
lining up behind the leader. But in a nonmilitary setting the word meant “a voluntary attitude of giving
in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden.”?” Peter used it for humbly cooperating,
too: “Submit yourself to every ordinance” and “Submit yourselves unto the elder” (1 Pet 2:13, 18; 5:5).

Here, Peter specifically addresses women who had converted to Christianity but whose husbands had
not. Peter hoped that the unbelieving husbands would be softened toward the gospel message by not only
the “conversation” (KJV, but more so by the “conduct” (JST) of their believing wives. Women’s Christian
examples are a great missionary tool in their homes and the world.

1 Pet 3:3—4 (JST). “Let your Whese adorning letitnet be not that outward adorning
... But let it be the hidden . . . meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great
price.” Peter asks women to work toward developing a Christlike character rather than acquiring beauty
through elaborate hairstyles, jewels, or apparel. The Greek praeos, translated in the KJV as “meek,” also
means “kind, gentle, serene, mild, or forgiving.” These are traits all Saints should adopt, according to the
Prophet Joseph Smith: “We should cultivate a meek, quiet and peaceable spirit.”?® These traits help us

hear God’s inspiration.



1 Pet 3:5—6 (BYUNR). “Women of covenant—those who hope in God—adorned them-
selves, supporting their husbands. Sarah was obedient to Abraham, calling him ‘Lord,’
and you have become her daughters, doing good works and not fearing, without any
anxiety.” In D&C 132:30-37, the Lord taught that all become Abraham’s seed through making and
keeping covenants. The call not to fear or be anxious encourages women to strive for unified relationships

3

in confidence, love, and joy. Other translations describe the KJV’s “not afraid with amazement” as “let
nothing terrify you” (RSV) and “[do not] give way to fear or worry” (JB). At that time, many wives were
fearful of their husbands. Divorce was a constant threat that hung over Judeo-Greco-Roman wives.?
Christian wives may have worried about being taken before Jewish authorities for violating religious law.
Peter’s counsel is not chauvinistic and makes a dramatic departure from the culture. He tells the women
to not be intimidated or fearful but to perform their duties toward their families and society without fear.

1 Pet 3:7 (BYUNR). “Likewise husbands, live together with your family according to
revelation, awarding honor to your wife, respecting her delicate feminine body and rec-
ognizing that you and she will be joint heirs of the blessing of life.” Peter calls husbands to
likewise be considerate and respectful as they conduct their family life. They are to follow the teachings
of God “according to revelation” or gnosis, “truth, knowledge, or understanding.” The word skueos, “deli-
cate element” (AB) or “vessel” (KJV), has a metaphorical meaning: “a person of quality, a chosen instru-
ment; equipment or apparatus.”° Within the context of the next phrase, Peter speaks of mutual respect in
marriage with the eternal hope of being coheirs together in the grace of God—eternal life. This is a regular
topic addressed by living prophets.3!

Peter presents a radical change from the culture in which women occupied the same social class as
slaves. They were considered “by nature inferior to males (and husbands) physically, intellectually, and
morally, and were therefore consigned by nature to the authority, tutelage, and protection of the latter.”s?

1 Pet 3:7 (BYUNR). “Do this so your prayers are not hindered by any discord.” God will
not answer a husband’s prayers if he does not respect his wife. Our spousal relationships are key to the
harmony we feel before God in prayer. We must treat each other well if we want God’s help. There is an

extra measure of divine power in united prayers, whether offered by a companionship or group.

Christian conduct in review: Suffering while doing good—1 Pet 3:8—12
1 Pet 3:8—9 (NIV). “Finally, all of you, be . . . because to this you were called so that you
may inherit a blessing.” Inheriting God’s eternal blessings requires becoming like Him. Peter focuses
on fostering love through:

« being like-minded

« showing sympathy

« loving one another



« being compassionate
« being humble
« not repaying evil with evil or insult with insult

« repaying evil with blessing

Christian homes, churches, and communities are to help each other become more like our Savior.
1 Pet 3:10—12 (NIV). “Whoever would love life . . . must keep their tongue from evil. .. the
Jace of the Lord is against those who do evil.” These virtues were also part of the Old Testament

scriptures that Peter knew and loved. In the next three verses Peter cites Ps 34:12—16.

Persecution—1 Pet 3:13—18

1 Pet 3:13—14 (BYUNR). “And who can really harm you if you are zealous for the good?
But if you even suffer on account of righteousness, you will be blessed.” By following the
Spirit, obeying God’s commandments, and receiving help, disciples receive God’s power to withstand

trials and persecutions.

1 Peter 4

Listening and loving for God—1 Pet 4:1—6

1 Pet 4:1 (JST). “for he you thathath who have suffered in the flesh hath-eeased should cease
Jrom sin.” Peter and Paul taught similar ideas on gaining the mind of Christ and arming ourselves spiri-
tually (1 Cor 2:16; Eph 5:13—17). It becomes a continual process of aligning our thinking with Christ’s. The
JST clarification at the end of this verse is very different doctrinally from the KJV. Suffering does not take
away sin or stop us from sinning. Peter asks disciples to leave sin, not to join Christ’s sufferings.

1 Pet 4:2 (NIV). “they do not live the rest of their earthly life for evil human desires, but
rather for the will of God.” We need regular spiritual checkups to make sure we are not following
the natural tendencies of the flesh. Saints examine themselves with daily repentance and with weekly
sacramental covenants. Serving at the temple is another opportunity for spiritual examination. These
experiences can become like sessions with a personal trainer or piano teacher and help us fine-tune our
actions to build our spirits.

1 Pet 4:3 (NIV). “For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose
to do.” Once new converts join the Church and commit themselves to becoming disciples of Jesus Christ,
there is no place for lustfulness, gambling, and the like. While others may talk about Christians unkindly
and judge our standards, Christians must not return unkindness or evil for evil.

1 Pet 4:6. “for this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead.” Those who

do not have a chance to understand the gospel in this life will have one in the next. Comparing 1 Pet 3:19



and 1 Cor 15:29 with D&C 138 gives a fuller picture of God’s missionary plan after mortality. Peter and
the Apostles probably learned of these doctrines during Jesus’s forty-day ministry after His Resurrection

(Act 1). The JST explains this even though D&C 138 was not revealed for eighty-three years.

Loving and serving for God—1 Pet 4:7—11

1 Pet 4:7. “watch unto prayer.” Early Christians hoped that the Second Coming of the Lord would be
soon. However, in his second epistle Peter assures the Saints it is at least a thousand years before the end
of the world. By the end of their missions, Peter and Paul foresaw the Apostasy and Restoration before
the Lord’s return. When we follow the Lord’s direction, we walk where He tells us to, not knowing the
outcome or timing of His direction. The reality is that each one of us is not too far from our end and our
judgment, so we need to be sober and prayerful and to watch. Peter now gives the counsel to watch, just as
the Lord asked him in Gethsemane.

1 Pet 4:8. “above all things have fervent charity . . . for charity shall-eever-the preven-
teth a multitude of sins” Peter quotes Pro 10:12, with a significant JST truth that if we feel love, we
can avoid sins. Charity keeps us from sinning and has the power to preserve us as we become more like
God (Moro 10:21).

1 Pet 4:9 (NIV). “Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.” The first step of liv-
ing with charity is just being kind or hospitable. In the ancient tradition of hospitality, guests were always
welcomed and treated with the very best.

1 Pet 4:10. “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to an-
other.” Is Peter referring to the gift of the Holy Ghost? to a testimony? We all have been given many gifts
from God, and these gifts should be used to serve Him in building up His kingdom. We have a respon-
sibility to develop the gifts we have been given. This is a hard lesson to teach our children and to learn
ourselves, but we cannot feel too selfish about these gifts and think we can choose where to use them and
what we want to do with our lives. Peter admonishes the Saints to use their talents to minister to others.

1 Pet 4:11 (NIV). “If anyone speaks, they should do so as one speaking the very words of
God.” When we speak, we are not to say what we want but are to be guided by inspiration from the Spirit.

We are simply a medium through which the will and mind of God is revealed.

Finding joy in suffering for God—1 Pet 4:12—-19

1 Pet 4:12 (NIV). “Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering.”
Even though Peter undoubtedly was suffering Roman persecution when he wrote this, history claims that
there was no official general persecution of Christians in Asia Minor (where Peter’s audience lived) until
AD 95. Yet local persecutions regularly affected Christians (as seen in Acts). In our day, disciples must
ask God not “Why me?” when trials come but “Why not me?” Part of the plan is to learn from our own

experience, and the Spirit and fellow disciples help in that perfecting process.



1 Pet 4:13. “But rejoice.” Peter did this in Acts 5:41, but it is very hard to keep an eternal perspective
while suffering.

1 Pet 4:16. “suffer as a Christian.” Peter is not talking about suffering because of sin. Some types
of suffering can be good. For example, Israel is grateful that Joseph of old was sold into Egypt to save his
people a couple of decades later. Joseph Smith’s suffering when he was confused about which church to
join was a blessing to him and us. And most all, Christians are most grateful that our Savior suffered for
all our sins.

1 Pet 4:17. “judgment must begin at the house of God.” God taught this doctrine also in D&C
112:25-26. God will purify the wicked in His Church before He purifies the rest of the world. He needs a
pure kingdom and Zion society to receive Him.

1 Pet 4:19 (NIV). “those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves
to their faithful Creator.” When we suffer from God’s hand, we need to meekly receive it within the
perspective of our relationship to Him as our Creator and Redeemer. Peter charges the Saints to do good.
Discipleship includes suffering to help us grow: “As Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm your-

selves likewise with the same” (1 Pet 4:1; compare Heb 5:8).

1 Peter 5

Instructions to Elders and Youth—1 Pet 5:1-9

1 Pet 5:7. “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” With humility we can ap-
proach God with our worries and needs to find help in carrying the burden or trials He has given us. He

can also lift the burden of our sins as we repent.

Final greetings—1 Pet 5:10—14
1 Pet 5:10. “after that ye have suffered a while, [God will] make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you.” The valiant who endure suffering have a great potential for reward. The
Greek implies that the reward will be an association with the Savior because they will be like Him. While
referencing this verse, Elder Neal A. Maxwell encouraged, “Let us all take extra care to avoid both giving
and taking offense. Let us be loving, kind, and forgiving—helping these friends to become, as Peter and
Paul said, grounded, rooted, established, and settled!”ss

1 Pet 5:12 (NIV). “With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have
written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God.
Stand fast in it.” Peter’s postscript introduces “my scribe Silvanus” (NTR). Silvanus was also probably
the executive assistant and delivery man. “I have written to you” may have been Silvanus’s short exhor-
tation to testify that he knows what Peter said is true. Silas (or Silvanus, his full name) is mentioned

thirty-four times in the New Testament. He was introduced at the Jerusalem Council as a Jewish Christian



leader who accompanied Paul and Barnabas to Antioch to explain the changes made in Christianity
from the law of Moses (Act 15:22, 26, 32). Paul asked Silas to join him on his second apostolic mission
(Act 15:36-18:5).

1 Pet 5:13. “The church that is at Babylon, elected together with you, saluteth you; and
so doth Marcus my son.” In Greek, the verse begins “she,” not “the church.”+ In the book of Revelation,
she became a codeword referring to the Church, and references to Babylon are meant to point to Rome.35

Silas or Peter refers to Mark as “my son,” indicating a close relationship, not bloodlines. Peter became
a mentor for the young John Mark, who was the son of a wealthy Jerusalem woman named Mary who
opened her home as a house-church for Christians (Act 12:12, 25). Mark was also the Apostle Barabbas’s
nephew and companion on Paul’s first apostolic mission. He is traditionally known as the compiler and
editor of the Gospel of Mark (which has early claims to have been dictated by Peter in prison as scribed
by John Mark; see my background on the Gospel of Mark). In addition to his tender ministering to Peter,
Mark served with other Church leaders across the empire (Col 4:10; 2 Tim 4:11).

1 Pet 5:14 (BYUNR). “Greet each other with an expression of sincere Christian affection.
Peace be with all of you who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.” Peter’s closing is like Paul’s.?® This greeting
was a common custom at the time but was often altered for rank and station. In Christianity though, all were

treated equally.?” Peace is a sign of the Spirit and follow disciples who enjoy its companionship (D&C 6:23).

Introduction to 2 Peter

Themes

Each point of 2 Peter fits into different aspects a farewell sermon. Chapter 1 is a personal guidebook for
all those seeking their exaltation or calling and election. After a beautiful explanation of temple promises,
Peter turns in chapter 2 to a stern warning of Satan’s efforts to influence the Saints through false teachers,

which will lead to apostasy. The last chapter focuses on the Savior’s Second Coming.

Table 2. Overview of 2 Peter

1:1-11 Seeking your calling and election

1:12—-15 Prophecy and scripture: The basis of true knowledge
1:16—18 Jesus’s Transfiguration

1:19—21 More sure word of prophecy

2:1-22 False teachers and their destruction

3:1-7 Christ’s return and Judgment

3:8-13 Second Coming: The Day of the Lord

3:14—-18 Peter’s concluding farewell



Farewell sermons

Second Peter is similar to Moses’s last sermon or farewell address in Deu 31—33 and other farewell ser-
mons scattered across scripture.3® This epistle contains nineteen of the twenty standard features found
in farewell sermons.? It begins with the prophet’s summons and includes warnings, blessings, covenant

renewals, and what will happen after Peter’s imminent death. He warns of an apostasy by false teachers.

2 Peter 1

Seeking your calling and election—2 Pet 1:1—11

2 Pet 1:1. “a servant and an apostle of Jesus.” Peter introduces himself as a doulos, “servant or
slave,” of Jesus. He also includes his authority as an Apostle. In Greek, apostolos means “one sent,” but
in the Restoration it means “special witness” (D&C 107:23). These two titles together are significant for

Peter and help disciples understand our relationship to God:

In antiquity good slaves were proverbially loyal, especially when they were sent out specifically to
accomplish something for their master. If ancient slaves excelled in serving their masters well, they
could be freed, which in a gospel context might correspond to the freedom from spiritual death ex-
tended by Peter to all who follow the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter overtly and forthrightly declares, “I will

not be negligent.”+

2 Pet 1:1 (BYUNR). “to those who have obtained the same precious faith.” This letter’s au-
dience is different from that of the first (which was addressed to a group of Saints in Asia Minor). This is
for a specific group of committed Saints who have already obtained something special “in the righteous-
ness of our God.”

2 Pet 1:3 (BYURNR). “His divine power has bestowed upon us all things that will lead
us to eternal life and to the fulfillment of our duty to God, because of our true knowledge
of him who has called us to his own glory.” We refer to God’s divine power as priesthood power. It
is the priesthood covenants that give us knowledge of Him to pass by the angels and enter the presence of
God. This intimate knowledge pertains to eternal life. Here and in verse 10, Peter may refer to teachings
similar to those we learn in our temple covenants.

2 Pet 1:4 (BYUNR). “God has given us the most expansive and honorable promises, so
that through these things you might share in the divine nature.” Every time the New Testament
mentions divine nature, it always refers to Jesus as our Savior and God.+ We receive part of His Divine
Nature only when we join Him. In the next phrase, Peter includes a condition to our receiving His na-
ture: “having fled from the degeneration that is in the world because of covetousness” (BYUNR). Once we

can do that, His precious promises allow us to join in God’s Divine Nature.



2 Pet 1:5 (BSB). “For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith.” To escape
evil desires, Peter calls on disciples to strive (constantly) to build our faith and develop all seven virtues.
The word virtue is often used to refer to the law of chastity, yet in Greek it has a broader meaning. The
virtues are developed after our love of God. Peter encourages disciples to work on their relationships with

others. Peter’s list includes a broad scope as seen in these several translations.

« virtue (KJV), goodness (NIV), moral excellence (WEB), worthiness (YLT), full virtue (BYUNR)
+ knowledge (KJV), spiritual knowledge (BYUNR)

« temperance (KJV), self-control (BYUNR)

« patience (KJV), perseverance (NIV), endurance (YLT), tenacious endurance (BYUNR)

« godliness (KJV), piety (YLT), consecration (BYUNR)

o kindness (KJV), mutual affection (NIV), concern for others (CEV)

« charity (KJV), love (NIV), the love of Christ (BYUNR)

There is significance to this order. It starts with the law of the gospel and ends with charity, which is
the foundation of the law of consecration.

2 Pet 1:8 (BSB). “if you possess these qualities and continue to grow in them, they will
keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord.” By
developing these virtues, we sharpen our spiritual tools. As we develop these qualities in our service to
others (which is serving God vicariously), we also develop a nature that will be able to be in the presence
of the Divine Nature. God gives us the gift of faith and knowledge of His plan of salvation; then we must
give to Him gifts of good fruits and service to others.

2 Pet 1:9 (BYUNR). “If these things are not present in any person, that person is blind—
myopic—forgetting the atoning of his sins firom the foundation of the world.” As disciples,
if we do not work on becoming more Christlike, we are shortsighted in our eternal perspective. If we do
not move forward, we are sliding backwards. For the entire history of the earth, God’s gracious atoning
gift has been available for disciples to progress and repent and become holier each day.

2 Pet 1:10—11 (BYUNR). “do everything necessary to insure your calling and election.”
The phrase “calling and election” has special meaning to Peter and in the Restoration. He includes it
in his farewell discourse as a final admonition to the Saints. Much of the first chapter discusses prin-
ciples that evidently relate to this ordinance. Joseph Smith taught that Paul knew “all the ordinances
in the church,” and we have evidence that Peter did, too.4? Other Christian interpretations range from
something associated with Calvinism’s predestination or to the need that disciples have fruits of faith
to attain salvation.3

The Prophet Joseph received revelations teaching that “calling and election” was a special title associ-

ated with an ordinance:



Though they might hear the voice of God & know that Jesus was the son of God this would be no ev-
idence that their calling & election was made shure [sic] that they had part with Christ & was a Joint
heir with him, they then would want that more sure word of prophecy that they were sealed in the
heavens & had the promise of eternal live in the kingdom of God—then having this promise sealed

unto them it was as an anchor to the soul sure & steadfast.+

According to D&C 131:1—5, other phrases share the same meaning—that of being sealed up to eternal
life in the celestial kingdom (also D&C 132:19, 26, 49).

Joseph taught in public sermons in Nauvoo that after disciples have received the saving ordinances of
baptism, confirmation, washings, anointings, endowment, and sealing, they should also prepare for their
calling and election. In the summer of 1839, a few months after his release from Liberty Jail, the Prophet

taught:

After a person hath faith in Christ, repents of his sins, & is Baptized for the remission of his sins &
receives the Holy Ghost (by the laying on of hands) which is the first Comforter. then let him continue
to humble himself before God, hungering & thirsting after Righteousness. & living by every word of
God & the Lord will soon say unto him Son thou shalt be exalted, &c When the Lord has thorougly [sic]
proved him & finds that the man is determined to serve him at all hazard [sic]. then the man will find

his calling & Election made sure.* (Scribal original spelling.)

Even though most qualified Saints will receive this sealing ordinance after their death, modern proph-
ets of God still administer it in our day in the Holy of Holies to worthy couples.4¢

2 Pet 1:11 (BYUNR). “In this rich and abundant way, entrance into the eternal king-
dom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be added upon you.” Peter encourages his audi-
ence to seek for this entrance. It is the fulfillment of the ordinances of the Mosaic tabernacle, as the high
priest led the way through sacrifice, washing, anointing, clothing, prayer, and receiving the cleansing
of the Redeemer back to the tree of life (the menorah) to enter the presence of the Lord. In Abr 3:26 we
find “added upon” used for those “who keep their first estate.” In Peter’s context, it refers to the second

estate, or mortality.

Prophecy and scripture: The basis of true knowledge—2 Pet 1:12—15

2 Pet 1:12—15 (BYUNR). “I think it is right, as long as I am in this ‘tent’ of flesh, to awaken
you in convent remembrance, For I know that very soon I will set aside my ‘tent.’ Just as
our Lord . . . has made plain to me.” Peter hopes to testify until his death. The image of our bodies
as a tent or tabernacle was also used by Paul (1 Cor 6:9). Peter reinforces that we need to always remem-
ber the sacrifice of our Lord. During His ministry, Jesus hinted that Peter would die before the Lord’s

Second Coming (Jn 21:8). This appears to be another witness to Peter about the end of his life.



Jesus’s Transfiguration—2 Pet 1:16—18
2 Pet 1:16 (BYUNR). “we were endowed as eyewitnesses of his divine grandeur.” As a spe-
cial witness, Peter makes sure that no one thinks the gospel is mere fables.

2 Pet 1:17—18 (BYUNR). “For he received from God the Father honor and glory, when
a voice enveloped him under the cloud . . . ‘This is my beloved son in whom I am well
pleased’. . . we were with him up on the sacred mountain.” Peter motivates the Saints to strive
to receive their calling and election by sharing the sacred experience that he, James, and John had as eye-
witnesses of the Savior’s majesty on the Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:5; see D&C 63:20—21). When
God the Father introduced His Son, He included messianic titles from Ps 2:7 and Isa 5:1; 42:1. This

is another description of a separate Godhead.

More sure word of prophecy—2 Pet 1:19—21

2 Pet 1:19. “We have also a more sure word of prophecy.” Peter shares more on his sure testi-
mony as an eyewitness of the glorified Lord. He introduces a unique phrase in the Bible: “A more sure
word of prophecy.” This is what Joseph Smith referred to when he said, “Peter penned the most sublime

language of any of the apostles.” Joseph defined it in a revelation (D&C 131:5) and for the Saints in Nauvoo:

He said the more sure word of prophecy meant, a mans knowing that he was sealed up unto eternal
life by revelation & the spirit of prophecy, through the power of the Holy priesthood. He also showed
that it was impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance. Paul had seen the third heavens and I more.

Peter penned the most sublime language of any of the apostles.+

Over a decade before giving that sermon, Joseph changed the following phrase in his translation of
the Bible: “We have alse therefore a more sure knowledge of the word of prophecy; whereunte to which
word of prophesy ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that which shineth in a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts” (JST, 1 Pet 1:19). Even if the young Joseph did not know
the full implications of that verse at the time, it rings of truth—the more sure word of prophecy is also
great knowledge that comes through prophecy.

Joseph Smith also connected the more sure word of prophecy with the Second Comforter.+®

Now wherein could they have a more sure word of prophecy than to hear the voice of God saying this
is my beloved son etc. Now for the secret and grand key. Though they might hear the voice of God, and
know that Jesus was the son of god this would be no evidence that their election and calling was made
sure that they had part with Christ, and were joint heirs with him: they then would want that more sure
word of prophecy, that they were sealed in the heavens and had the promise of eternal life in the kingdom

of God, then having this promise sealed unto them, it was as an anchor to the Soul sure and steadfast.+

Peter and Joseph shared very sacred information with the Saints, both shortly before their martyrdoms.



2 Pet 1:20 (JST). “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scriptures is given of any
private interpretation will of man.” Peter, even more clearly with the JST changes, confirms that
prophecy is God’s words, not man’s whim.5° The Greek idios, which is used 113 times in the New Testa-
ment, is translated only here as “private.” Seventy-seven times it is translated “his own” (as in “his own
servants,” “his own country,” “his own sheep”). Other religions interpret this to mean that those who are
properly qualified, educated, called by God, or prompted by the Spirit must interpret scripture.

What did Peter mean by “scripture”? Most of the time, scripture in the New Testament refers to the
sacred writings later compiled into the Old Testament. Yet neither the Old Testament nor the New Testa-
ment was closed canon in Peter’s lifetime. So, if Peter understood that scripture was the word of God, he
may have known his letter would be among new scripture.

2 Pet 1:21 (BYUNR). “For prophecy has never come from the will of man, but men
revealed prophecies from God as they were moved upon by the power of the Holy
Ghost.” Prophecy did not come through caprices of private individuals but through the preaching of
men prompted through revelation by God. If prophecies are used correctly, they contain sure proofs that
God lives, and they testify of Christ. The pious group of Jews known as Essenes “believed in the principle
that prophesy was from God (1QS 8.16; 6QD 2.12).75' The phrase “moved upon by the Holy Ghost” was

repeated in revelations given in the Restoration.>?

2 Peter 2

False teachers and their destruction—2 Pet 2:1—22

2 Pet 2:1 (BYUNR). “There also came false prophets among the people of Israel, just as false
teachers will intrude among you.” To be a false prophet was a serious offense under the law of
Moses. They were compared to the wicked of Sodom and were stoned (Deu 13:5; Jer 23:14). In the New
Testament, a false prophet lied about speaking under divine authority or was deceived by Satan. In con-
trast, Rev 19:10 describes a prophet as one speaking under inspiration: “For the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.”

Peter identified false teachers as those who create factions, deny Jesus as their Redeemer, entangle
with brutalities, defame Christianity, covet, and exploit Christians as merchandise (2 Pet 2:1, 3; 4:3).
Jesus warned of false teachers, t00.53 Twice in this verse Peter uses the same Greek word apoleias, which
the KJV translated as “damnable” and “destruction.” The JST changed the first to “abominable heresies.”

2 Pet 2:2 (BYUNR). “Many shall follow in the false and immoral ways of these teachers,
and on account of those followers the way of truth will be blasphemed.” Peter prophesies
that the false leaders will have many followers. The “way of truth” (or Christianity) will fall into “disre-
pute” (NIV) or become “maligned” (NASB) because of it. The Apostasy was foretold, but much of the world
is still affected by it.



2 Pet 2:3 (BYUNR). “In their greed they will take your money in exchange for their
phony ideas.” The false leaders are motivated by money. Their greedy covetousness beguiles them to
make false statements to entice followers. This is referred to as priestcraft in the Book of Mormon (see

Alm 12:1, 16). A judgment of “destruction” (JST) is in store for those false leaders.

Judgment and punishment—2 Pet 2:4—22

2 Pet 2:4—9 (BYUNR). “For if God did not spare . . . then the Lord knows how to deliver the
godly from temptation, and how to hold the unrighteous to be punished.” This section is one
long “if . . . then” sentence lasting five verses. Peter begins and ends with how God punishes the wicked.

2 Pet 2:4 (BYUNR). “sinful angels, but deposited them in chains in the underworld of
darkness.” Peter’s first example refers to the premortal existence, when one-third (or a portion) of the
hosts of heaven rebelled against God and followed Satan (D&C 29:36; Rev 12:4). Biblical students
who do not believe in the premortal life interpret this as a discussion of Gen 6:1—4 from the apocryphal
book of 1 Enoch.

2 Pet 2:5 (BYUNR). “did not spare the people of the first dispensation, but protected
only Noah.” Noah and seven family members entered the ark and were saved. Noah became a type of the
Savior (as do all the prophets according to Hos 12:10). Noah exemplifies hope to Peter’s audience of righ-
teous Saints looking to their prophet in a world of wickedness.

2 Pet 2:6—8 (BYUNR). “the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah . . . turned them to ashes.”
Peter next touches on the most wicked example of immoral sexual behavior in the Bible—Sodom and
Gomorrah. Only Lot and his family were saved before God destroyed the cities (sadly his wife started the
journey but looked back and so didn’t finish it). Like Lot, we live in a world of wickedness, and many have
become immune to the false teachers surrounding us. The Lord has blessed us with modern scripture and
living prophets to avoid the same catastrophe.

2 Pet 2:9 (BYUNR). “then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly from temptation, and
how to hold the unrighteous to be punished in the judgment day.” Finally, the long sentence
transitions to the main point: God will deliver “the godly.” Like Noah and Lot, all the righteous can be de-
livered. The wicked will be reserved for the Judgment Day and Second Resurrection, after the Millennium.

2 Pet 2:10 (BYUNR). “He will punish those who . . . despise leadership . . . are not afraid to
blaspheme against the dignitaries.” These next four verses apply directly to the false teachers and de-
ceivers of the early Church. Peter says they are worried about human interests of the flesh. Their self-centered
behaviors and egotistical thoughts refuse to submit to God’s will. The KJV’s “government” refers to domin-
ion and power in politics and the Church. Rebellion often includes criticism of authorities and leaders.

2 Pet 2:11 (BYUNR). “Even angels, who are greater in power and authority, are not so
daring as to bring such a blasphemous judgment against them before their Lord.” Accord-

ing to the apocryphal book of 1 Enoch, even the Lord’s angels do not criticize the fallen angels.5>+



2 Pet 2:12—14 (BYUNR). “these people, acting like natural-born irrational animals . . .
They that count it pleasure to indulge themselves all the time.” The Epistle of Barnabas also
describes false teachers as brute beasts (chapter 115). The wicked do not fully understand what harm
they cause as they are puppets for Satan. False leaders are hypocrites and “revel in their own deceptions”
(2 Pet 2:13 NEB). Unfortunately, our dispensation has the same problem. Many have “eyes full of adultery”
and are “trained in greed” (NAS, RSV). To overcome the natural man and woman, disciples must apply
the Atonement of Jesus Christ (Mosi 3:19).

2 Pet 2:15—16 (BYUNR). “Having abandoned the straight way, they wander, following
the way of Balaam the son of Bosor.” Peter uses another Old Testament story to illustrate false
leaders. Balaam became a double agent of King Balak of Moab and received bribes to entice the Israelites
toleave the Lord (Num 22 and 31). The Lord saved his life by speaking through his donkey to set things right.ss

2 Pet 2:17. “These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest.”
Peter uses the imagery of a deceptively dry well or clouds that blow away without giving rain to describe
the deception of false leaders. No living water is found in the well, clouds, or false teachers. The deceivers
have no saving sustenance. Only Christ has that, but these teachers have rejected Him.

2 Pet 2:19 (BSB). “They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves to de-
pravity.” These smooth-talking educators prey on new converts and entice the Saints with promises of false
liberty. Ironically the one trying to destroy agency from the beginning, Satan, falsely promises more freedom
through sin. His lure to sin will reward his captives with eternal imprisonment (or a lack of progression).

2 Pet 2:21 (NIV). “It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righ-
teousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command.”
Those Saints who succumb to the false teachers, lose their faith, and sin against God’s commandments
are in worse shape than those who have never been baptized or known the Lord. Once we have committed
or covenanted with God, we must be responsible. This first phrase is repeated in D&C 76:32; 121:22.

2 Pet 2:22 (BYUNR). “The dog has returned to his own vomit.” Peter quotes the well-known Pro

26:11 to describe the uncleanliness of false leaders. Jews held both dogs and swine among the unclean animals.

2 Peter 3

Christ’s return and Judgement—2 Pet 3:1—7

2 Pet 3:1—2 (BYUNR). This now, beloved ones, this is the second letter . . . that you may
remember the words which were foretold by the holy prophets, and . . . the Lord and Savior
issued by your apostles.” Peter points to the harmony between the ancient prophets, Jesus, and
the Apostle’s words against future false teachers who will ridicule the truth in the last days (which the
Epistles use to refer to their own time). In the ancient world, remembering was more than recalling.

The Hebrew Bible includes the action of obedience in remembering God’s commands.5¢



2 Pet 3:3—4 (JST). “Knowing this first, that in the last days there shall come in-thelast
days scoffers . .. Denying the Lord Jesus Christ, Aand saying, Where is the promise of his
coming? . . . all things must continue as they were are, and have continued as they are
Jrom the beginning of the creation.” When humans assume that the world will continue as it has,
they deny their Savior and His Coming.

2 Pet 3:5-7 (JST). “the heavens, and the earth . . . were created by the word of God;
Whereby And by the word of God, the world that then was, being overflowed with water
perished; But . . . now, are kept in store by the same word, reserved unto fire against the
day of judgment.” Peter recounts the story of the Creation and the Flood and foretells of the earth’s

great cleansing by fire.

Second Coming: The Day of the Lord—2 Pet 3:8-13

2 Pet 3:8—9 (JST). “But concerning the coming of the Lord, beloved, be I would not have
you ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years. . .. The
Lord is not slack concerning his promise and coming.” Peter defends the Lord’s omniscient wis-
dom in directing the earth. The supposed delay in the timing of the Savior’s Second Coming was an issue
of perspective. Peter knew that it would be a long time before the Lord came in glory. We assume the
number one thousand was used figuratively for a large number, but Peter may have understood it like Abr
3:4 does: “One revolution was a day unto the Lord, after his manner of reckoning, it being one thousand
years according to the time appointed.” More likely, Peter alluded to Ps 90:4: “For a thousand years in thy
sight are but as yesterday.” Even if he meant it literally, we do not know which calendar Peter referred to
(lunar, Roman solar, Julian, and so forth).

The measurement of time is not standard across scripture or history. Alm 40:8 reads, “All is as one day
with God, and time only is measured unto men.” Furthermore, Genesis and Moses did not give one thou-
sand days for each day of Creation. Although we do not know the timing of the Lord’s coming, we do that
He will cut His work short if the righteous are ready.” We do not need to focus on whether Peter’s thousand
years is literal or figurative—we know that becoming holy and creating a Zion society will cut the calamities
of the last days short and usher in the Lord’s Coming (Rev 19:7). Peter next turns his focus there.

2 Pet 3:10 (JST). “But the day of the Lord will come as a thiefin the night, in the which
the heavens shall shake, and the earth also shall tremble, and the mountains shall melt,
and pass away.” When the Lord arrives, He will take most by surprise. But He promised, “Surely the
Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets” (Amo 3:7). Modern
revelation gives much information about the Lord’s Second Coming, including that those who pay tith-
ing will not be burned and that not only will the earth burn but later the heavens will dissolve and a new
earth will be formed for the celestial kingdom.5® Second Peter 3:11 includes the nuance of Peter’s call to

repentance before the day of fire.>



2 Pet 3:12—13 (JST). “Looking unto, and preparing for and-hasting-unte the day of the
coming of the day-of-God; Lord wherein the corruptible things of the heavens being on
fire, shall be dissolved . . . Nevertheless, if we shall endure, we shall be kept according to
his promise.” The JST focuses on the Saints’ preparation and endurance. They will see “new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (3:13). These prophecies are elaborated on in modern

scripture as well.®°

Peter’s concluding farewell—2 Pet 3:14—18

2 Pet 3:14 (BYUNR). “Beloved ones, seeing that you look forward to such things, be dili-
gent that you may be found by him to be at peace, without spot, and blameless.” As we
await the Second Coming, the Saints must diligently prepare themselves by staying close to the Lord
to receive His cleansing power—“without spot, and blameless”—to escape the power of the adversary
(D&C 38:31).

2 Pet 3:15—16a (BSB). “Consider also that our Lord’s patience brings salvation, just as
our beloved brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom God gave him. He writes
this way . . . hard to understand.” Peter points to Paul as a second witness of what he is teaching. This
acknowledgement suggests that some epistles had become scripture (2 Pet 3:16). It is also reassuring to
hear Peter speak so kindly of Paul since in Gal 2:12, Paul recorded a disagreement the two had on a bad
day. Biblical scholars often emphasize that conflict, yet we also have this verse and others that show a
kind brotherhood between Peter and Paul as fellow Apostles.®

The JST rearranged the order of this verse, making it clearer that Paul also taught that we should use
the time before the Second Coming to repent and strive for salvation: “The longsuffering and waiting
of our Lord s, for salvation.”

2 Pet 3:16b (NIV). “ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scrip-
tures, to their own destruction.” Sometimes scriptures can be hard to understand if we do “not
inquire of the Lord” or are “stiff-necked” (1 Ne 15:3; Enos 1:22). Worse than misunderstanding is false
teachers who deliberately “twist” (BYUNR), “wrest” (KJV) or “distort” (BSB) the scriptures away from the
plain and simple truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ” (compare Alm 13:20).

2 Pet 3:17—-18 (JST). “beloved, seeing ye know these-things before the things which are
coming, beware lest ye also, being led away . . . grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
our Lord.” The JST additions emphasize the opportunity and responsibility of having prophecy and
revelation. Peter gives more than a final warning; he asks us to use this prophecy to guard against per-
sonal apostasy and remain steadfast. We can avoid falling away or being deceptively led away by growing
in our knowledge of the gospel and in applying the gospel through charitable action. If the Saints continue
to meekly become more like the Savior, they will not be led astray. With this hopeful guideline, the letter

closes, omitting any personal greetings and a scribe’s farewell.
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