Chart 2-7

Money

Explanation

Greek, Roman, and Jewish coins circulated in Judea and Galilee during New Testament
times. Many of these pieces of copper, silver, or gold are mentioned by name in the Gospels.
They range from the smallest “widow’s mite” to the much larger “denarius” or “stater.”
Values represented by these coins are important in understanding the meaning of certain
passages, such as the coin in the fish’s mouth, which was one stater, exactly the amount
needed to pay the annual temple tax for two people. A talent was not a coin but a large
ingot of metal, weighing from 50 to 92 pounds. Variations occurred from one century to
another and from one land to another. One talent of gold was an enormous sum, let alone
the 10,000 talent debt owed by the unjust steward to his lord.
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FUNCTIONAL VALUE
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