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Notes
Preface

1. Karl Jaspers, The Origin and Goal of History (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1953), 1-2.

2. For the study of "Sophie and Mantic" the patient reader must 
await publication of the delinquent writer. It is quite a subject. [Pub-
lication of this article is forthcoming in CWHN—ed.j

3. A summary of Gordon's views may be found in Cyrus H. 
Gordon, Before the Bible (New York: Harper & Row, 1962).

4. Matthew Black, The Scrolls and Christian Origins (New York: 
Scribner, 1961), 11-12.

5. See pages 173-75 below, with notes.
6. John M. Allegro, The Treasure of the Copper Scroll (Garden City: 

Doubleday, 1960), 62.
7. Samuel H. Hooke, ed., Myth, Ritual, and Kingship (Oxford: 

Clarendon, 1958).
8. See Hugh W. Nibley, "The Liahona's Cousins," IE 64 (1961): 

87-89, 104, 106, 108-11.
9. Carleton Beals, Nomads and Empire Builders (Philadelphia: Chil-

ton, 1961), 78. For an excellent survey of the whole field of pre-
Columbian North American civilization, see Harold E. Driver and 
William C. Massey, Comparative Studies of North American Indians, vol. 
47, pt. 2, of American Philosophical Society Transactions (Philadelphia: 
American Philosophical Society, 1957).

Chapter 1: An Approach to the Book of Mormon
1. Harry Torczyner, "Das literarische Problem der Bibel," ZDMG 

10 (1931): 287-88.
2. This is discussed by Harold H. Rowley, The Zadokite Fragments 

and the Dead Sea Scrolls (Oxford: Blackwell, 1952), 1-3.
3. Hugh W. Nibley, "The Way of the Church," IE 58 (May-June 

1955): 306-8, 364-65, 384-86, 455-56; reprinted in CWHN 4:241-63.
4. Hugh W. Nibley, "New Approaches to Book of Mormon 

Study," IE 56 (November-December 1953): 830-31,859-62, 919,1003.

447



448 Not es

5. Whitney R. Cross, The Burned-over District (Ithaca: Cornell Uni-
versity Press, 1950), 145-46.

6. Francis W. Kirkham, A New Witness for Christ in America, the 
Book of Mormon (Independence: Zion's, 1942), 267.

7. Hugh W. Nibley, “The Way of the Church," IE 58 (December 
1955): 902-3, 968; in CWHN 4:300-13.

8. Ibid., and Hugh W. Nibley, The World and the Prophets (Salt 
Lake City: Deseret, 1954), 178-80, reprinted in CWHN 3:195-98, for 
sources.

9. Ernst Percy, Die Botschaft Jesu (Lund: Gleerup, 1953), Lunds 
Universitets Aarsskrift, N.F. Avd. 1, vol. 49, no. 5, p. 1.

10. Samuel G. F. Brandon, "The Historical Element in Primitive 
Christianity," Numen 2 (1955): 156-57.

11. Ibid., 157. The expression is Brandon's.
12. Herbert J. Paton, The Modern Predicament, Gifford Lectures 

(London: Allen & Unwin, 1955), 374. "Modern humanity is very 
much of the same opinion as Pliny [Natural History VII, 55 (188-190)] 
in regarding rebirth of life after death as merely a sop for children," 
writes Poucha with approval. Pavel Poucha, "Das tibetische Toten- 
buch im Rahmen der eschatologischen Literatur," Archiv Orientalni 
20 (1952): 162.

13. Nibley, "The Way of the Church," 903, 968, reprinted in 
CWHN 4:300-13. We quoted at length from a Catholic article of this 
type, and from recent Protestant writings in The World and the Proph-
ets, 180-82, reprinted in CWHN 3:197-99. Recently Hugh Sellin, "The 
Crisis of Civilization," Hibbert Journal 54 (1956): 168, writes of Toyn-
bee: "He believes that a new orientation, a new development, in 
Christianity, will give to the old cultural foundations of Western 
civilization a new life to vitalize the coming change in our Society. 
Yet he declares himself a Christian. Surely some confusion enters 
here. It is of the very nature of Christianity that it claims to be a final 
revelation, and ... it does seem to mark the end of the religious 
road which Western Man has trod during his recorded history."

14. Charles S. Braden, The Scriptures of Mankind (New York: Mac-
millan, 1952), 482.

15. Ibid., 477-84; emphasis added. Braden's own uncertainty is 
apparent from the fact that while treating Joseph Simith's Inspired 
Translation of the Bible at considerable length, he has almost nothing 
to say about the Book of Mormon, an infinitely more ambitious and 
significant work. In the same spirit, Henry J. Forman, The Story of 
Prophecy (New York: Farrar & Rinehart, 1936), while dealing with 
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prophecy and fulfillment especially in modern times, makes no men-
tion of Joseph Smith at all.

16. Braden, The Scriptures of Mankind, 481, mentions with approval 
the theory that the Book of Mormon manuscript passed through 
other hands as stolen goods before it reached Joseph Smith. This 
absurd theory is discussed in the last lesson of this series. Even if it 
were true, it merely tells us who is supposed to have handled the 
manuscript, with never a word as to how it was actually produced.

Chapter 2: A Time for Reexamination
1. " 'We are thankful,' wrote Schweitzer years ago, 'that we have 

handed down to us only gospels, not biographies, of Jesus.' The 
scholars have shown by word and deed that they do not want to 
know any more about Christ than they do; instead of joyfully em-
bracing the priceless discoveries which from the Didache to the Dead 
Sea Scrolls have brought us step by step nearer to a knowledge of 
the true Church of Jesus Christ as it existed anciently, they have 
fought those documents at every step. If the resurrected Jesus were 
to walk among them they would waste no time beseeching him 'to 
depart from their coasts' — they have the only Jesus they want, and 
they will thank you not to complicate things by introducing new 
evidence." Thus we wrote in Hugh W. Nibley, "The Way of the 
Church," IE 58 (December 1955): 902-3, reprinted in CWHN 4:300-
13, following Eisler, whose remarks on the subject have been con-
firmed since he wrote them by the rise of the "existentialist" theology, 
which rejects as myth anything the individual does not feel is in line 
with the complex of experiences and emotions that makes up his 
own existence.

2. Quoted m Egon FriedeH, KutturgesM&te Agyptens und des alten 
Orients, 4th ed. (Munich: Beck, 1953), 79.

3. Ibid., 130.
4. Walter Otto, "Zur Universalgeschichte des Altertums," His- 

torische Zeitschrift 146 (1932): 205. The author of these lines is the 
fortunate possessor of Otto's own copy of Meyer's great work, ex-
tensively annotated with his own pencil markings.

5. Ibid., 205-6.
6. The quote is from Robert J. Braidwood, The Near East and the 

Foundations for Civilization, Condon Lectures (Eugene: Oregon System 
of Higher Education, 1952), 5.

7. John Paterson, "The Humans," in C. J. M. Weir, ed., Studia 
Semitica et Orientalia (Glasgow: Glasgow University, 1945), 2:95.

8. Eduard Meyer, Geschichte des Altertums (Stuttgart: Cotta, 1913), 
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vol. 1, pt. 1, p. 131: "Genuine historical literature arose only among 
the Israelites and Greeks, and among them independently. Among 
the Israelites (who for that reason enjoy a unique distinction among 
all the peoples of the Ancient East) this literature took its rise at an 
astoundingly early period, and brought forth from the first highly 
significant productions, such as the purely historical accounts in 
Judges and Samuel."

9. Eduard Konig, "1st die jetzt herrschende Einschatzung der 
hebraischen Geschichtsquellen berechtigt?" Historische Zeitschrift 132 
(1925): 289-302, treats the subject in a study that deserves to be 
summarized here. He tells how all the scholars brushed aside the 
account in Genesis 23 of Abraham's dealings with the Hittites as a 
fabrication or a mistake — until the Amama discoveries proved that 
the Bible was right and they were wrong. The account of Judah's 
seal-ring in Genesis 38:18 was treated as a clumsy anachronism until 
around 1913 when the use of seals in early Palestine was proven by 
excavation. The favorite creed that the early history of Israel rested 
entirely on oral tradition was blasted by discoveries proving wide-
spread literacy in the earliest days of Israel. The universal belief that 
Israel had no interest in real history is disproven by the care with 
which memorial stones, trees, etc., were designated, and by the 
fullness and detail of early accounts. It was taken for granted that 
the early histories of Israel did not reflect the ancient times they 
purported to describe, but depicted actually the much later periods 
in which they were written; yet archaeological, ethnological, and 
philological findings in and around Israel show that these texts do 
not depict the Aramaic times but give an authentic picture of a much 
earlier world. Naturally it was assumed that the early historians of 
Israel knew nothing about the correct use of sources and evidence; 
yet they are careful to cite their sources (often now lost), have a keen 
eye for historical changes, and often include comments and sidelights 
from various related sources. The prevailing conviction that Israelite 
history was a "harmonizing and rationalizing" piece of free com-
position is disproven by the very scholars who make the changes 
when they claim they are able to detect a great variety of styles and 
levels of compositton—i.e., that the texts have not been harmonized. 
The very common claim that the history of Israel was all painted 
over and prettied up, so as to quite conceal the original, runs contrary 
to the many unsavory and uncomplimentary things said about Israel 
and her founders throughout these writings; the weaknesses of Is-
rael's heroes are not concealed, as such things are in other ancient 
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histories, and the actions of the nation are certainly not "bathed in 
a golden light/' as the scholars claimed.

10. Eduard Meyer, "Die Bedeutung der Erschliessung des alten 
Orients fur die geschlichtliche Methode," Sitzungsberichte der kOniglich 
preussischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, no. 32 (Berlin: Verlag der 
koniglichen Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1908): 653 (italics added). 
First in 1886 came Meyer's own discovery of the name Jakob-el in a 
document of Pharaoh Thutmosis III. Then came the Amarna Tablets 
in 18187 —a whole library. Then in 1896 the inscription of Merneptah 
(1240 b .c .) showing there were actually Israelites in Palestine. In 1906 
came the sensational discovery of the great Hittite record hordes, 
and in 1907 the wonderful Elephantine finds, Tell Halaf in 1911, 
Kirkuk (Nuzu) and the Hurrians in 1925, Ras Shamra in 1929, Tepe 
Gawra in 1931, Mari in 1933, the Lachish Letters in 1938, and in our 
own day the Nag Hammadi library and the Dead Sea Scrolls. Doc-
uments casting the most direct light on Lehi's world would be the 
Gezer Calendar, the Samarian ostraca, the Siloam Inscription, the 
Ophel ostracon, numerous seals, inscribed jar-handles and potsherds 
both private and royal, weights and measures, inscriptions, the Sa-
marian ivories, etc. These are all mentioned below. See Sabatino 
Moscati, L'Epigrafia Hebraica Antica 1935-1950, Biblica et Orientalia, 
no. 15 (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1951).

11. Peter Meinhold, "Die Anfange des amerikanischen Ge- 
schichtsbewusstseins," Saeculum 5 (1954): 85-86.

12. Eugen I. Mittwoch, "Neue aramaische Urkunden aus der Zeit 
der Actamemdenterrschaft m Agypten," m MGWJ 83 (1939): 93-
100; S. Birch, "On Some Leather Rolls," ZASA 9 (1871): 103-4, 117-
18.

13. D. Winton Thomas, "The Age of Jeremiah in the Light of 
Recent Archaeological Discovery," PEFQ (1950), 8-9. "In 1942 there 
was discovered at Saqqarah a letter written in Aramaic upon papyrus, 
belonging to the Jeremian period." It was from King Adon to Phar-
aoh, asking for help against the invading Babylonians. Ibid., 5.

14. William F. Albright, "A Hebrew Letter from the Twelfth Cen-
tury B.C.," BASOR 73 (February 1939): 9-12; cf. Julian Obermann, 
"An Early Phoenician Political Document," JBL 58 (1939): 229; it was 
"engraved on a metal tablet, of copper or bronze."

15. Arthur E. Cowley, Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century b .c . 
(Oxford: Clarendon, 1923), xxix-xxx.

16. An excellent photograph of these plates and their box is given 
in the frontispiece of Sidney B. Sperry, Ancient Records Testify in 
Papyrus and Stone (Salt Lake City: General Boards of M.I.A. of the 
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Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 1938). For s general 
survey of writing on plates in antiquity and s reprinting of the same 
photograph, see Franklin S. Harris, The Book of Mormon, Messages and 
Evidences (Salt Lake City: Deseret, 1953), 95-105, photograph is on 
p. 4.

17. Jean Bott^ro, "Deux tablettes de fondstion, en or et en argent, 
d'Assurnasirpal II/' Semitica 1 (1948): 25-32. Tablet translation is on 
26.

18. F. Thureau-Dsngin, "Une tsblette en or provenant d'Umma," 
Revue d'Assyriologie 34 (1937): 177-82.

19. Jawad cAli, Tdrtkh al-cArab qabl al-Isldm (Baghdad: Mstbafat, 
1950), 1:14.

20. Eusebius, Chronicon (Chronicle) I, 19, in PG 19:181; Karl and 
Theodor Muller, eds. Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum (Paris: Didot, 
1928), 2:125.

21. Hermann Ranke, "Eine Bleitsfel mit hieroglyphischer In- 
schrift," ZASA 74 (1938): 49-51. Ranke declares himself completely 
mystified by this document.

22. Muhibble Anstock-Darga, "Semitische Inschriften auf Silber- 
tSfelchen aus dem 'Bertiz'-Tal," Jahrbuch fur kleinasiatische Forschung 
1 (1950): 199-200.

23. Andr£ Dupont-Sommer, "Deux lamelies d'argent & inscription 
hebr£o-aram£enne trouv£es & Agabeyli (Turquie)," Jahrbuch fur 
kleinasiatische Forschung 1 (1950): 201-17.

24. Inscribed tablets play an important role in the Greek mystery 
cults. Beside the golden tablets, whose texts are reproduced by Alex-
ander Olivieri, Lamellae Aureae Orphicae, in Kleine Texte, no. 133 (Bonn: 
Marius & Tueber, 1915), were those tablets which were inscribed by 
the initiates: "All who have gone down to Trophonius are obliged 
to set up a tablet containing s record of all they heard or saw," 
Pausanius, Graeciae Descriptio (Description of Greece) IX, 39. When the 
celebrated traveling seer Apollonius visited Trophonius, he emerged 
from the underground passages bearing s holy book, which caused 
s great sensation and drew many sight-seers to Antium, where it 
was put on display. Philostratus, Life of Apollonius of Tyana VIII, 19.

25. John S. Morrison, "Parmenides and Er," Journal of Hellenic 
Studies 75 (1955): 66.

26. Plato, Gorgias 524A. See Michael I. Rostovtzeff, Mystic Italy 
(New York: Holt, 1927), 74.

27. See below, 204.
28. See Hugh W. Nibley, "The Stick of Judah and the Stick of 

Joseph," IE 56 (January-May 1953): 250-51.
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29. August von Gall, Basileia tou Theou (Heidelberg: Winter, 1926), 
77-78.

30. Hugh W. Nibley, Lehi, in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites 
(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952), 119-21; reprinted in CWHN 5: 
105-7.

31. Stan Konow, "Kalawan Copper-Plate Inscription of the Year 
134," JRAS (1932), 950, 964-65.

32. The fullest account to date is in ''Unrolling the Past," Chemical 
and Engineering News (3 September 1956), 4254-59.

33. E. E. W. Gs. Schroder, "A Phoenician Alphabet on Sumatra," 
JAOS 47 (1927): 25-35.

34. Helmuth Bossert, "Zu den Bleibriefen aus Assur," Orientalia 
20 (1951): 70-77; Walter Andrae, Hittiti^sche Inschriften auf Bleistreifen 
aus Assur (Leipzig: Hinrich, 1924).

35. Donald J. Wiseman, "Assyrian Writing-Boards," Iraq 17 (1955): 
3-13, quote is on 11.

36. Ibid., 13.
37. Ibid., 3; cf. Margaret Howard, "Technical Description of the 

Ivory Writing-boards from Nimrud," Iraq 17 (1955): 14-20.
38. V. Krackovskaya, "Maghrebi Copper Tablet of the Paleo-

graphy Museum," Publications of the Asiatic Museum, Ancient Ori-
ental Studies (Russian) 5 (Academy of Sciences, USSR, 1930): 
109-18.

39. Hugh W. Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites 
(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952), 119-21; reprinted in CWHN 5: 
105-7.

40. Alonzo Bunker, "On a Karen Inscription Plate," JAOS 10 
(1872): 172-76, who also notes, 175, that a gold and copper plate was 
the talisman by which the chief held his power over the people: "the 
plate invests its possessor, the chief, with what authority he holds 
over his subjects."

41. See "Old World Ritual in the New World," ch. 23 below.
42. Archibald H. Sayce, "The Libraries of David and Solomon," 

JRAS (1931), 783-90. On Meyer's contribution, Konig, "1st die jetzt 
herrschende Einschatzung der hebraischen Geschidhtsquellen be- 
rechtigt?" 289-302.

43. Frederick E. Pargiter, "A Copperplate Discovered at Kasia, 
and Buddha's Death Place," JRAS (1913), 152-53.

44. Sayce, "The Libraries of David and Solomon," 786

Chapter 3: An Auspicious Beginning
1. The latter part of Lucretius' De Rerum Natura 5 contains a dis-
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cussion of the evolution of human institutions that is hardly to be 
distinguished from what might be heard in the halls of our western 
universities today. It must be admitted, however, that the teachings 
of said universities are a good thirty years behind the thinking of 
the more advanced centers of thought abroad. The intellectuals of 
the 18th Century regarded all other ages as "elegant and refined" 
in direct proportion to their proximity to them in time — a strictly 
evolutionary pattern. Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire (New York: Kelmscott Society), 4:262. Typical is Gibbon's 
observation at the beginning of the 26th chapter, that "the savage 
tribes of mankind, as they approach nearer to the condition of ani-
mals, preserve a stronger resemblance to themselves and to each 
other."

2. Two recent and readable discussions of the worldwide diffusion 
of the earliest civilizations are Paul Herrmann, Conquest by Man, tr. 
Michael Bullock (New York: Harper, 1954), and Carleton S. Coon, 
The Story of Man (New York: Knopf, 1954).

3. This is treated in "The Nature of Book of Mormon Society/' 
and "Strategy for Survival," chs. 29 and 30 below.

4. Eberhard Schrader, Die Keilinschriften und das Alte Testament, 
3rd ed. (Berlin: Reuther & Reichard, 1903), 169.

5. Cyrus H. Gordon, "The Patriarchal Narratives," JNES13 (1954): 
58-59.

6. Herrmann, Conquest by Man, pt. 4.
7. T. Walek-Czernecki, "La population de 1'6gypte & l'^poque 

Saite," Bulletin de I'institut d'egypte 33 (1940-41): 59.
8. Ibid.., 37-62, where the population of Egypt in 600 B.c. is placed 

at 20 to 35 million as a conservative estimate, other estimates ex-
ceeding 30 million. Less than a century later, in 525 b .c ., the pop-
ulation stood on good evidence at only 16.5 million, and in 1800 a .d . 
Egypt had only 2.4 million inhabitants! In 1937, on the other hand, 
it had 15.9 million. Such astonishing fluctuations in population 
should be kept in mind in reading Book of Mormon history.

9. Thus Lehi's great contemporary and friend Jeremiah denounced 
the loud boasts of peace: "For they have healed the hurt... of my 
people slightly [lit. lightly, superficially], saying, Peace, peace; when 
there is no peace." Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11. Lehi's son denounces the 
same complacency in strong terms: "They will say: All is well in 
Zion; yea, Zion prospereth, all is well." So, says Nephi, Satan 
"wiil. . . pacify, and lull them away into carnal security." 2 Nephi 
28:21.
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10. For the complete text and discussion, Ulrich Wilcken, "Punt- 
Fahrten in der Hotemaerzeit," ZASA 60:90-102.

11. "'There is clear evidence, in certain well examined sub-areas 
[of the Near East], for rapid erosion of parts of the land since the 
end of the last ice age. This could depend either on greater rainfall 
or on tectonic movement, but another significant factor was un-
doubtedly deforestation, probably connected with the appearance of 
settled villages, husbanded sheep and goats, and expanded human 
population." Robert J. Braidwood, The Near East and the Foundations 
for Civilization, Condon Lectures (Eugene: Oregon System of Higher 
Education, 1952), 13. Man himself may have caused "the existing 
regime of absolute drought" in the Sahara, says V. Gordon Childe. 
“In fact the rock-pictures just demonstrate the survival of 
the . . . appropriate vegetation to a time when stock-breeders were 
actually using the latter as pasture." V. Gordon Childe, New Light 
on the Most Ancient East, 4th ed. (New York: Praeger, 1953), 17. The 
reader is especially recommended to Paul B. Sears, Deserts on the 
March (Norman: University of Oklahoma, 1947).

12. Georg Ebers, Agyptische Studien und Verwandtes (Stuttgart: 
Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, 1900), 315.

13. See the discussion by John L. Myres, "The Colonial Expansion 
of Greece," in Cambridge Ancient History (New York: Macmillan, 1925), 
3:631-84.

14. Homer, Odyssey VI, 7-10.
15. Vergil, Aeneid I, 202-7.
16. Hesiod, Works and Days, 631-39.
17. Eunomia, in Strabo, Geography VIII, 362.
18. Strabo, Geography XIV, 634.
19. Pedro Bosch-Gimpera, "Ph^niciens et grecs dans l'extreme- 

occident," Nouvelle Clio 3 (1951): 269-96, emphasizes the intense com-
petition between the two.

20. Eduard Meyer, Geschichte desAltertums (Stuttgart: Cotta, 1901), 
vol. 3, pt. 1, pp. 106-9, reporting that the Greeks in Lehi's day were 
getting their gold from Tibet.

21. Herodotus, History IV, 42, discussed by Herrmann, Conquest 
by Man, 73-76, 79-83.

22. For a recent reconstruction of Hanno's itinerary, G. Marcy, 
"Le 'P£riple d'Hannon' dans le marocantique de M. J. Carcopino," 
Journal Asiatique 234 (1943-45): 1-57.

23. Herrmann, Conquest by Man, 130.
24. Ibid., 36. Paul Haupt, "The Ship of the Babylonian Noah," 

Beitrdge zur Assyriologie 10, Heft 2 (1927): 22, thinks that even the 
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prehistoric sea epics of Babylonia and Greece "both go back to the 
same source, viz. the yarns of early Tartessian mariners."

25. Herrmann, Conquest by Man, 83; cf. Ebnrs, Agyptisohe Studien 
und Verwandtes, 311-38.

26. Josef Partsch, "Die Grenzen der Menschheit," Abhandlungen 
der koniglichen sdchsischen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften 68, no. 2 (1916): 
62. Jozef M. A. Janssen, "Notes on the Geographical Horizon of the 
Ancient Egyptians," Bibliotheca Orientalis 8 (1951): 213-17. Paul Bol- 
chert, Aristoteles Erdkunde von Asien und Libyen, Heft 15 of Quellen und 
Forschungen zur alten Geschichte und Geographic (Berlin: Weidmann, 
1908), 3. For the world-map of Lehi's contemporary Hecataeus, John 
Ball, Egypt in the Classical Geographers (Cairo: Government Press, 
1’42), 9. For a general survey, Alexander Scharff & Anton Moortgat, 
Agypten und 'Corderasien im Altertum (Munkli: Bruckmann, 1950).

Chapter 4: Lehi as a Representative Man
1. See "Lehi's Affairs: Lehi and the Arabis," ch. 6 below, n. 1.
2. See below, 88-89.
3. "Is it not remarkable," asks Paul Herrmann, Conquest by Man, 

tr. Michael Bullock (New York: Harper, 1’54), 27, "that the New 
World apart from Peru, in spite of its plentiful supplies of copper, 
never succeeded in discovering bronze on its own account?" It has 
been noted with wonder that many typical Near Eastern objects, 
such as bells, are found in the New World, but instead of being of 
bronze, as they are in the Old World, they are invariably of copper. 
This, we believe, is a dead give-away of the true nature of the cultural 
transmission, which must have been by a small group, unacquainted 
with the secret of making bronze (a very closely-jguarded secret, 
strictly the property of certain nations and groups of specialists), but 
familiar with the design and use of all sorts of things made from 
bronze. The form they could imitate; the substance they could not 
duplicate, for its formula was secret. And so we have Nephi carefully 
copying the bronze or brass plates he brought with him from Jeru-
salem, not in bronze, however, but in ore (1 Nephi 19:1). Herrmann's 
book contains a good deal of information on the subject of the extreme 
secrecy with which ancient traders, merchants, and manufacturers 
guarded all their knowledge, technical and geographical.

4. Ibid., 21.
5. Eberhard Schrader, Die Keilinschriften und das Alte Testament, 

3rd ed. (Berlin: Reuther & Reichard, 1903), 169-70.
6. One of the best-known tales of antiquity is the story of Solon's 

visit to Croesus, the richest man in the world, as told in Herodotus, 
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History I, 30-32, one of the greatest sermons on moderation and 
humility. Cf. Aristotle, Athenian Constitution 5-6.

7. "No precise date is known for any event in Solon's life. Even 
the year of his archonship cannot be fixed, and we can only say that 
it fell within the period between 594 and 590 b .c ." Ivan M. Linforth, 
"Solon the Athenian," Classical Philology 6 (1919): 27. See generally, 
Ivan M. Linforth, Solon the Athenian (Berkeley: University of California 
Press, 1919). This does mean, however, that Solon reached the peak 
of his career within ten years of the fall of Jerusalem, which makes 
him strictly contemporary with Lehi.

8. Contacts between Greece and Palestine were quite close, Fritz 
M. Heichelheim, "Ezra's Palestine and Pericle^n Athens," Zeitschrift 
fur Religion und Geistesgeschichte 3 (1951): 251-53. Plutarch, Plutarch's 
Lives, tr. Dryden (New York: Bigalow, Brown, n.d.), 1:177-213. Plu-
tarch, Life of Solon in Plutarch's Lives, and Herodotus, History II tell 
of the great man's wanderings, and are excellent background reading 
for the world of Lehi.

9. Linforth, "Solon the Athenian," 37.
10. Demosthenes, De Falsa Legatione 251-55; Plutarch, Life of Solon 

8, 2.
11. The quotation is from one of Solon's own poems, quoted by 

Aristotle, Athenian Constitution 12,4. Thirty-two years after Solon had 
given Athens its model constitution, his old friend Peisistratus over-
threw the government and made himself dictator. The aged Solon 
alone stood out against him, and in the end, thanks to him, de-
mocracy triumphed, Linforth, "Solon the Athenian," 101. "The mar-
vellous thing," writes Linforth, "is that at so early a day, in the midst 
of the corruption of a declining aristocracy and the ignorance of an 
unintelligent populace, Solon should have discerned with such clear 
insight and maintained with such resolute faith the true principle of 
equality before the law."

12. Thales can be dated by an eclipse which he predicted in 585 
B.C, that is, within a year or two of the destruction of Jerusalem, 
Herodotus, History I, 74. Diogenes Laertius, Lives of the Philosophers 
1, 22, says his mother was a Phoenician, while Herodotus, History 
I, 170, simply says he was of Phoenician descent. His Egyptian ed-
ucation is mentioned by Proclus, Commentary on Euclid I, who says 
he first brought the knowledge of geometry from Egypt to Greece.

13. "When they made fun of Hm because of his poverty, as 
showing how useless his philosophy was to him, it is said that he 
made a study of weather conditions [lit. "astrology' in the broad 
sense] and estimated what the olive crop would be for the coming 



458 Note s

season; and while it was still winter he borrowed a little money and 
bought up all the olive presses used in oil manufacture in Miletus 
and Chios, getting them for a song, since nobody thought they were 
worth very much out of season. But when a bumper crop came along, 
there was a sudden and overwhelming demand for olive presses and 
Thales was able to get whatever he asked for his. In this way Thales 
was said to have shown the value of sophia [intellectual application] 
in action, and indeed, as we have said, the achievement of such a 
monopoly is a triumph of business intelligence." Aristotle, Politics 
1259a. This is the earliest known use of the word "monopoly." "That, 
my dear Theodore, is like the case of Thales," says Socrates in Plato, 
Theaetetus 174a, "who once when he was looking up into the heavens 
thinking about the stars walked right into a well. A smart Thracian 
servant-girl saw it and made a joke about the man who would sound 
the depths of the sky when he didn't even see what was at his feet. 
That's the way philosophers seem to everybody." That is certainly 
the way Lehi seemed to his family, who called him a dreamer and 
even a fool, but still, like Thales, he seems by the accumulation of 
his "exceeding great wealth" to have given quite adequate evidence 
of an astute and practical nature when that was necessary.

14. Herodotus, History 1,170. The plan seems to have been a good 
one, worked out on the basis of wide experience. It might have saved 
the Greeks tragic centuries of senseless wars had it been followed 
out.

15. The sources for the study of the Seven Wise Men have been 
gathered by Barkowski "Sieben Weise," in Pauly-Wissowa, Real- 
Encyclopddie der classischen Altertumswissenschaff (Stuttgart: Metzler, 
1923), series 2, vol. 2, pt. 2, 2242-44. Actually the concept of the 
Seven Sages is very ancient, being clearly indicated in early Sumerian 
temple texts, Alfred Jeremias, Handbuch den altorientalisc'hen Geistes- 
kultur (Leipzig: Hinrich, 1913), <81. Beneath the pavement of a building 
in Ur were found two clay boxes, each containing seven figurines 
representing the " 'Seven Sages' " (Babylonian ummani) and certainly 
"connected with the antediluvian kings," called the " 'Seven An-
cients' " (apquallty of the seven earliest cities; to them was attributed 
the "editing of all the secrets of divination, magic, and wisdom." 
Thus Georges Contenau, Le Deluge Babylonien (Paris: Payot, 1941), 
46. These seven were thought of as constantly wandering through 
the world as bearers of wisdom, observing and instructing the ways 
of mankind. They have often been compared with the seven planets 
and certainly suggest the seventy wise men of the Jews, who were 
wandering missionaries to the seventy nations and seventy tongues 



Note s 459

of mankind. Cf. Wilhelm H. Roscher, “Die Sieben-und Neunzahl im 
Kultus und Mythus der Griechen," Abhandlungen der koniglichen sdch- 
sischen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaft 24, no. 1 (1904): 114.

16. See Hugh W. Nibley, “Victoriosa Loquacitas: The Rise of 
Rhetoric and the Decline of Everything Else," Western Speech 20 (1956): 
60.

17. Carl Niebuhr, “Einfliisse orientalischer Politik auf Grie-
chenland im 6. und 5. Jahrhundert," Mitteilungen der Vorderasiatischen 
Gesellschaft 4 (1899), no. 3. For the general picture, Cambridge Ancient 
History (New York: Macmillan, 1925), vol. 3, especially Henry T. 
Wade-Gery, "The Growth of the Dorian 548-58, and Frank
E. Adcock, "The Growth of the Greek City-State," 699-701.

18. Alfred Jeremias, Das Alte Testament im Lichte des Alten Orients 
(Leipzig: Hinrich, 1916), 542-43, 605-7.

19. Alexandre Moret, Histoire de I'orient (Paris: Presses Universi- 
taires, 1929), 2:711-12, comparing Zoroaster's political reforms with 
Solon's. See especially John L. Myres, "Persia, Greece and Israel," 
PEFQ (1953), 8-22.

20. The only serious dispute is about the date of Zarathustra. 
Eduard Meyer, Andreas, Carl Clemen and others put him between 
1000 and 900 B.c., but more recently West, Jackson, and others have 
put him between 660 and 583 B.c., with an alternative dating of 625 
to 548 B.c.; J. Charpentier, "The Date of Zoroaster," Bulletin of the 
School of Oriental Studies 3 (1923): 747-55. Still more recently Franz 
Altheim and Ruth Stiehl, "Das Jahr Zarathustras," Zeitschrift fur Re-
ligion und Geistesgeschichte 8 (1956): 14, put his birth in 599 or 598 B.c. 
The traditional date of his death by violence at the age of 77 is 582, 
which makes him about the same age as Lehi.

21. Quoted in Stobaeus, Eclogues IV, 34; Ivan M. Linforth, Solon 
the Athenian (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1919), Frg. 41, 
on page 170.

22. Plutarch, Life of Solon 2, 2. The long quote is in Stobaeus, 
Eclogues III, 9 and 23. For the other Wise Men, Barkowski, in Pauly- 
Wissowa, Real-Encyclopddie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft, 2260-
62.

Chapter 5: Lehi's Affairs
1. Alexandre Moret, Histoire de I'orient (Paris: Presses Universi- 

taires, 1929), 2:728.
2. Al-Hariri of Basra, Makamdt, tr. Theodore Preston (London: 

Madden, 1850), 409.
3. Thus C. Leonard Woolley writes in Digging Up the Past (Bal-



460 Note s

timore: Penguin, 1963), 132: 'At once there is called up the aston-
ishing picture of antediluvian man engaged in a commerce which 
sent its caravans across a thousand miles of mountain and desert 
from the Mesopotamian valley into the heart of India." Cf. A. L. 
Oppenheim, "The Seafaring Merchants of Ur," J AOS 74 (1*^154): 6; 
Samuel N. Kramer, "Sumerian Historiography," Israel Exploration 
Journal 3 (1953): 228-30.

4. This view is described by Eduard Meyer, "Die wirtschaftliche 
Entwicklung des Altertums," in Kleine Schriften zur Geschichtstheorie 
und zur wirtschaftlichen und politischen Geschichte des Altertums, 2 vols. 
(Halle: Niemeyer, 1924), 1:82.

5. Herbert H. Gowen, "Hebrew Trade and Trade Terms in O.T. 
Times," JSOR 6 (1922): 1, quoting Josephus, Contra Apionem 1: "We 
do not dwell in a land by the sea and do not therefore indulge in 
commerce either by sea or otherwise."

6. Meyer, "Die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung des Altertums," 90-
91.

7. Georg Ebers, Agyptische Studien und Verwandtes (Stuttgart: 
Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, 1900), 315.

8. Meyer, "Die wirtschaftliche Entwicldung des Altertums," 90-
91.

9. Ebers, Agyptische Mutien und Verwandtes, 316.
10. John Gray, "The Ras Shamra Texts: A Critical Assessment," 

Hibbert Journal 53 (1954): 115.
11. Gowen, "Hebrew Trade and Trade Terms in O.T. Times," 2-

3,6.
12. Alfred Bertholet, Die Stellung der Israeliten und der Juden zu den 

Fremden (Leipzig: Mohr, 1896), 7.
13. Ibid., 22, quoting Isaiah 21:13; Jeremiah 31:21; Numbers 20:19; 

Exodus 21:8; 14:21; 2 Kings 12:5; Genesis 23:16; 3:16.
14. Ibi<d., 43, 45-50. Cf. 1 Kings 20:34.
15. For many years the debate has continued about the location 

of Ophir. One of the main purposes of Bertram Thomas' famous 
expedition that crossed the Empty Quarter of Arabia in 1930 was to 
seek for Ophir in the Hadramaut. The decisive factor, according to 
the latest conclusions, is that not only gold but antimony were 
brought from Ophir, which fact, along with others, points to the 
Zambesi mines near the Great Zimbabwa. See Paul Herrmann, Con-
quest by Man, tr. Michael Bullock (New York: Harper, 1954), 67-70. 
Ebers, Agyptische Studien und Verwandtes, 315, puts it at the mouth 
of the Indus.

16. Gowen, "Hebrew Trade and Trade Terms in O.T. Times," 4. 



Note s 461

Cf. Julius Lewy, "Studies in the Historic Geography of the Ancient 
Near East: Old Assyrian Caravan Roads in the Valleys of the Habur 
and the Euphrates and in Northern Syria," Orientalia 21 (1952): 265-
92, 393-425.

17. Meyer, "Die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung des Altertums," 91; 
cf. Eduard Glaser, Punt und die siidarabischen Reiche in Mitteilungen 
der Vorderasiatischen Gesellschaft 4 (1899), no. 2.

18. This was the greatest trade route for luxury goods in the world, 
according to Herrmann, Conquest by Man, 55, and was of prehistoric 
antiquity. "It is quite certain," writes Ebers, Agyptische Studien und 
Verwandtes, 315, "that Sidonian and Tyrian travelling merchants 
reached south Arabia ... to fetch their incense, spices, ivory, and 
ebony."

19. Pinchas Wechter, "Israel in Arabia," JQR 38 (1948): 476.
20. Ibid., 473-74.
21. Fritz Hommel, Ethnologie und Geographie des alten Orients (Mun-

ich: Beck, 1926), 720, 734.
22. Jacqueline Pirenne, "Grdce et Saba," Academie des inscriptions 

et belles lettres, Comptes rendus (1954), 120-25.
23. Gustav Holscher, Palastina in der persischen und hellenistischen 

Zeit, Heft 5 of Quellen und Forschungen zur alten Geschichte und Geo-
graphie (Berlin: Weidmann, 1903), 18, citing numerous sources.

24. De Lacy O'Leary, Arabia Before Muhammed (London: Kegan 
Paul, 1927), 172-73.

25. Wechter, "Israel in Arabia," 473.
26. Holscher, Palastina in der persischen und hellenistischen Zeit, 17.
27. Meyer, "Die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung des Altertums," 91.
28. See note 14 above.
29. The background of this institution is discussed by the writer 

in Hugh W. Nibley, "The Arrow, the Hunter, and the State," Western 
Political Quarterly 2 (1949): 335-36.

30. Corpus Inscriptionum Graecorum 2271, "he synodo ton Tyrion em- 
poron kai naukleron," cited by Bertholet, Die Stellung der Israeliten und 
der Juden zu den Fremden, 75.

31. Al-Hariri of Basra, Makamdt, 96.
32. Gustaf H. Dalman, "Aus dem Rechtsleben und religiosen 

Leben der Beduinen," ZDPV 62:61-62.
33. Al-Hariri of Basra, Makamdt, 130.
34. Ibid., 120.
35. Woolley, Digging Up the Past, 78.
36. Wechter, "Israel in Arabia," 473-74.
37. Gowen, "Hebrew Trade and Trade Terms in O.T. Times," 16. 



462 Not es

On the ardent missionary activity of these Jewish merchants, see 
Bertholet, Die Stellung der Israeliten und der Juden zu den Fremden, 76, 
78.

38. Wechter, "Israel in Arabia," 479.
39. Bernhard Stade, Geschichte des Volkes Israel, 2 vols. (Berlin: 

Grote, 1887-88), 1:376, quoted by Bertholet, Die Stellung der Israeliten 
und der Juden zu den Fremden, 75.

40. Wechter, "Israel in Arabia," 478.
41. Xenophon, Anabasis V, 6,1'.
42. Israel Friedlaender, "The Jews of Arabia and the Rechabites," 

JQR 1 (1911): 252-57.
43. Gowen, "Hebrew Trade and Trade Terms in O.T. Times," 16; 

William W. Tarn, "Ptolemy II and Arabia," JEA 15 (1929): 16, 21.

Chapter 6: Lehi's Affairs
1. Abraham Bergman, "The Israelite Tribe of Half-Manasseh," 

JPOS 16 (1936): 225, 228, 249; Moses H. Segal, "The Settlement of 
Manasseh East of the Jordan," PEFQ (1918), 124.

2. William F. Albright, Archaeology and the Religion of Israel (Bal-
timore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1942), 171.

3. David S. Margoliouth, The Relations between Arabs and Israel Prior 
to the Rise of Islam, Schweich Lectures (London: Oxford University 
Press, 1924), 29; Alfred Guillaume, "The Habiru, the Hebrew, and 
the Arab," PEFQ (1946), 84-85.

4. Eduard Meyer, Die Israeliten und ihre Nachbarstdmme (Halle: Nie-
meyer, 1906; reprinted Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesell- 
schaft, 1967), 302, 322.

5. Genesis 16:12. John Zeller, "The Bedouin," PEFQ (1901), 198.
6. John L. Burckhardt, Notes on the Bedouins and Wahdbys (London: 

Colburn & Bently, 1831), 1:113: "A man has an exclusive right to the 
hand of his cousin; he is not obliged to marry her, but she cannot, 
without his consent, become the wife of another person." Richard 
F. Burton, Pilgrimage to Al-Medinah and Meccah, (London: Tylston & 
Edwards, 1893), 2:84: "Every Bedawi has a right to marry his father's 
brother's daughter before she is given to a stranger; hence 'cousin' 
(Bint Amri) in polite phrase signifies a 'wife.' "

7. The retention of tribal identity throughout the Book of Mormon 
is a typically desert trait and a remarkably authentic touch. Early in 
their history the people were divided into "Nephites, Jacobites, Jo- 
sephites, Zoramites, Lamanites, Lemuelites, and Ishmaelites" (Jacob 
1:13). Where are the Samites? Why are no groups named after Ish-
mael's sons as they are after Lehi's? The Jews, like other ancient



Not es 463

peoples, thought of the human race as divided like the universe itself 
into seven zones or nations, a concept reflected in certain aspects of 
their own religious snd social organization. Can this seven-fold di-
vision of Lehi's people, which was certainly conscious and deliberate, 
have had that pattern in mind? At the end of Book of Mormon history 
we read that the Nephites, Jacobites, Josephites, snd Zorsmites were 
all called Nephites for convenience, while the "Lamanites and the 
Lemuelites and the Ishmaelites were called Lamanites, and the two 
parties were Nephites and Lamanites'' (Mormon 1:8-9). Still, it will 
be noted that there were actually seven tribes, strictly speaking, 
rather than two nations.

8. Thomas Harmer, Observations on Divers Passages of Scripture 
. . . by Means of Circumstances Mentioned in Books of Voyages and Travels

into the East, 2nd ed., 2 vols. (London: Johnson, 1776), 1:117.
9. Burton, Pilgrimage toAl-Medinah and Meccah 2:118. Today when 

striking resemblances turn up between peoples no matter how far 
removed from each other in space and time, scholars sre much more 
ready to consider the possibility of a common origin than they have 
ever been before. Actual lines of contact have now been proven 
between so many cultures formerly thought to have been absolutely 
independent snd inaccessible to each other that it is no longer safe 
to say that cultural transmission even between the remotest parts of 
the globe and in the earliest times is out of the question. For an 
interesting treatment of this subject, see Fit' Roy Raglan, The Origins 
of Religion (London: Watts, 1949), 33-38.

10. Meyer, Die Israeliten und ihre Nachbarstamme, 322-23.
11. Paul Haupt, "Heb. lehi, cheek, and Id”, jaw," JBL 33 (1914): 

290-95.
12. Nelson Glueck, "Ostraca From Elath," BASOR 80 (December 

1940): 5-6.
13. Edward H. Palmer, "Arabic and English Name Lists," in Sur-

vey of Western Palestine (London: Palestine Exploration Fund, 1881), 
8:358.

14. Eliezer ben Yahuda, "The Edomite Language," JPOS 1 (1921): 
113-15; James A. Montgomery, Arabia and the Bible (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1934), 171, notes that there was 
an Arabic Massa tribe, but "no Hebrew king Lemuel."

15. Ben Yahuda, "The Edomite Language," 115.
16. See "Proper Names in the Book of Mormon," ch. 22 below.
17. Claude R. Conder, "Moslem Muksms," in Survey of Western 

Palestine, Special Papers (London: Palestine Exploration Fund, 1881), 
4:272.



464 Note s

18. Palmer, "Arabic and English Name Lists," 40, 17, 66; see 
"Proper Names in the Book of Mormon," ch. 22 below.

19. Montgomery, Arabia and the Bible, 5.
20. See "Lehi's Affairs: The Jews and the Caravan Trade," ch. 5 

above. Of the ties between the Bedouins, the merchants, and the 
farmers of Palestine and Egypt, Warren says: "Anybody who takes 
the trouble to investigate and understand these relationships will 
find it comparatively easy to make arrangements with tribes in the 
desert, however far they may be." Charles Warren, "Notes on Arabia 
Petraea and the Country Lying between Egypt and Palestine," PEFQ 
(1887), 45, n. 23.

21. Adolf Reifenberg, "A Hebrew Shekel of the Fifth Century 
b .C'," PEFQ (1943), 102; Stanley A. Cook, "The Jews of the Syene 
in the Fifth Century b .c .," PEFQ (1907), 68-73.

22. Arthur E. Cowley, Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century b .c . 
(Oxford: Clarendon, 1923), 226; column XIV, line 1.

23. Montgomery, Arabia and the Bible, 185, 23.
24. Hugh W. Nibley, "There Were Jaredites," IE 59 January 1956): 

30-32, 58-61; reprinted in CWHN 5:285-90; cf. Daines Barrington, 
"Observations on Patriarchal Customs and Manners," Archaeologia 
5 (1779): 119-36.

25. Immanuel Benzinger, Hebraische Archaologie (Freiburg i/B: 
Mohr, 1894), 111.

26. Eberhard Schrader, Die Keilinschriften und das Alte Testament, 
3rd ed. (Berlin: Reuther & Reichard, 1903), 136.

27. Harmer, Observations on Divers Passages of Scripture 
. . . by Means of Circumstances Mentioned in Books of Voyages and Travels 
into the East, 1:76-160. It was Harmer who first fully appreciated and 
demonstrated the possibility of using the unchanging customs of the 
East as a check on the authenticity of the Bible, a method which we 
extended to the Book of Mormon in Hugh W. Nibley, Lehi in the 
Desert and the World of the Jaredites (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952), 
reprinted as volume 5 of CWHN.

28. Gustav Holscher, Paldstina in der persischen und hellenistischen 
Zeit, Heft 5 of Quellen und Forschungen zur alten Geschichte und Geo-
graphic (Berlin: Weidmann, 1903), 18-25, citing Jeremiah 3:1; 1 Kings 
10:15; 2 Chronicles 9:14. Job has long been considered an Arabic 
book; Joseph Reider, "Middad in Job 7:4," JBL 38 (1919): 60-65.

29. See "Lehi as a Representative Man," ch. 4 above.
30. In the great Schick relief map of the Holy Land in the Peabody 

Museum at Harvard, all the county east of the Jordan and the Dead 
Sea is marked UNEXPLORED—and the map was made in 1925! 



Not es 465

Priceless manuscript treasures have been found in what Frank M. 
Cross calls "the howling wilderness of Ta'amireh," but a scant twelve 
miles from Jerusalem. Frank M. Cross, "The Manuscripts of the Dead 
Sea Caves," BA (1954), 4.

31. Margoliouth, The Relations between Arabs and Israel Prior to the 
Rise of Islam, 24-25; Montgomery, Arabia and the Bible, 12.

32. Philip J. Baldenspengen, "The Immovable East," PEFQ (1923), 
176.

33. William F. Albright, "Recent Progress in North-Canaanite 
Research," BASOR 70 (April 1938): 21.

34. Margoliouth, The Relations between Arabs and Israel Prior to the 
Rise of Islam, 8; Theodor Noldeke, Die semitischen Sprachen (Leipzig: 
Tauchnitz, 1899), 52,57; Meyer, Die Israeliten und ihre Nachbarstamme, 
305, 307.

35. Montgomery, Arabia and the Bible, 53, citing D. B. MacDonald, 
The Hebrew Literary Genius (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1933), 26-27.

36. Montgomery, Arabia and the Bible, 47.
37. William F. Albright, Vocalization of the Egyptian Syllabic Or-

thography, American Oriental Series (New Haven: American Oriental 
Society, 1934), 5:50 (ch. 10, C, line 12).

38. W. E. Jennings-Bramley, "The Bedouin of the Sinaitic Pen-
insula," PEFQ (1909), 257.

39. Taufik Canaan, "Studies in the Topography and Folklore of 
Petra," JPOS 9 (1929): 139; cf. David G. Hogarth, The Penetration of 
Arabia (London: Lawrence & Bullen, 1904), 162.

40. Canaan, "Studies in the Topography and Folklore of Petra," 
140.

41. C. Leonard Woolley and Thomas E. Lawrence, The Wilderness 
of Zin (London: Cape, 1936), 86-87; cf. Claude R. Conder, "Lieut. 
Claude R. Conder's Reports. XX^H," PEFQ (1875), 126.

42. Bertram Thomas, Arabia Felix (New York: Scribner, 1932), 50.
43. Guillaume, "The Habiru, the Hebrew, and the Arab," 65-67: 

"I do not think that there is much doubt that the Hebrews were what 
we should call Arabs, using the term in its widest sense."

44. Albright, "Recent Progress in North-Canaanite Research," 21; 
cf. Guillaume, "The Habiru, the Hebrew, and the Arab," 77; Stephen 
L. Caiger, Bible and Spade (London: Oxford University Press, 1936), 
83-84.

Chapter 7: Lehi's Affairs
1. James W. Jack, "The Lachish LLtterr—Their Daae and Import/" 

PEFQ (1938), 178.



466 Note s

2. Arthur Keith, "The Men of Lachish," PEFQ (1940), 7-12.
3. James L. Starkey, "Lachish as Illustrating Bible History," PEFQ 

(1937), 177-78; Alan Rowe, "Excavations at Beisan During the 1927 
Season," PEFQ (1928), 73-90; Richard D. Barnett, "Phoenician and 
Syrian Ivory Carving," PEFQ (1939), 4-5, 7; John W. Crowfoot & 
Grace M. Crowfoot, "The Ivories From Samaria," PEFQ (1933), 7, 
18; Charles C. Torrey, "A Hebrew Seal From the Reign of Ahaz," 
BASOR 79 (October 1940): 27-28; John Bright, "A New Letter in 
Aramaic, Written to a Pharaoh of Egypt," BA 12 (1949): 46- 52; H. 
Louis Ginsberg, "An Aramaic Contemporary of the Lachish Letters," 
BASOR 3 (1948): 24-27; Abraham S. Yahuda, The Accuracy of the Bible 
(London: Heinemann, 1934), xxix; Stephen L. Caiger, Bible and Spade 
(London: Oxford University Press, 1936), 83-84, 91-92; James A. 
Montgomery, Arabia and the Bible (Philadelphia: University of Penn-
sylvania Press, 1934), 1.

4. Archibald H. Sayce, "The Jerusalem Sealings on Jar- Handles," 
PEFQ (1927), 216; J. Garrow Duncan, "Fifth Quarterly Report on the 
Excavation of the Eastern Hill of Jerusalem," PEFQ (1925), 18-20.

5. Yahuda, The Accuracy of the Bible, xxix-xxx; see especially by the 
same author, Abraham S. Yahuda, The Language of the Pentateuch in 
Its Relation to Egyptian (London: Oxford University Press, 1933), xxxi- 
XXXV.

6. William F. Albright, "The Egyptian Empire in Asia in the 
Twenty-first Century b .c .," JPOS 8 (1928): 226-30; and William F. 
Albright, "Palestine in the Earliest Historical Period," JPOS 2 (1922): 
110-38.

7. David G. Hogarth, "Egyptian Empire in Asia," JEA 1 (1914): 
9-12. Cf. R. Campbell Thompson, "The Influence of Babylonia," in 
Cambridge Ancient History (New York: Macmillan, 1925) 3:250; Harry 
R. H. Hall, in "The Eclipse of Egypt," in Cambridge Ancient History 
(New York: Macmillan, 1925) 3:256-57; "The Restoration of Egypt," 
in Cambridge Ancient History 3:295-99.

8. For the first quotation, Henri Frankfort, "Egypt and Syria in 
the First Intermediate Period," JEA 12 (1926): 96; for the second, 
Alexandre Moret, Histoire de I'Orient (Paris: Presses Universitaires, 
1929), 2:787.

9. Eduard Meyer, Geschichte des Altertums, 2nd ed. (Stuttgart: 
Cotta, 1928), vol. 2, pt. 1, p. 132; Hogarth, "Egyptian Empire in 
Asia," 12.

10. Walter Wreszinski, Berichte uber die photographische Expedition 
von Kairo bis Wadi Haifa zwecks Abschluss der Materialsammlung fur 
meinen Atlas zur altdgyptischen Kulturgeschichte (Halle: Niemeyer, 



Note s 467

1927), taf. 38, p. 80. Hugo Winckler, "Musri, Meluhha, M4in," Mit- 
teilungen der Vorderasiatischen Gesellschaft (1898), no. 1, for example, 
pp. 19-27.

11. The old Egyptian gold standard was that used by the Ath-
enians, Heinrich Brugsch, 'Das altagyptische Goldgewicht," ZASA 
27 (1889): 95, 4-28; cf. Heinrich Brugsch, "Die Losung der altagyp- 
tischen Munzfrage," ZASA 27 (1889), in which the identity of Egyp-
tian and Babylonian weights is fully demonstrated. From this same 
system the Hebrews derived their basic weight, the ephah; Kurt 
Sethe, "Zur Agyptischen Herkunft des hebraischen Masses Epha," 
ZASA 62 (1927): 61.

12. Alfred F. L. Beeston, "Two South-Arabian Inscriptions: Some 
Suggestions," JRAS (1937), 61.

13. For the text, Walther Wolf, "Nsus  Beitrage zum 'Tagebuch 
ernes Grenzbeamtsn,' " ZASA 69 (1933): 39-45.

14. Eduard Meyer, "Die wirtschaftliche Entwicklung des Alter- 
tums," in Kleine Schriften zur Geschichtstheorie und zur wirtschaftlichen 
und politischen Geschichte des Altertums, 2 vols. (Halle: Niemeyer, 1924), 
1:97; Georg Ebers, Agyptische Studien und Verwandtes (Stuttgart: 
Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, 1900), 314. Herbert H. Gowen, "Hebrew 
Trade and Trade Terms in O.T. Times," JSOR 6 (1922): 1-16.

15. Paul Herrmann, Conquest by Man, tr. Michael Bullock (New 
York: Harper, 1954), 68-69; Gowen, "Hebrew Trade and Trade Terms 
in O.T. Times," 6, attributes Israel's dependence on others for ships 
to the "absence of harbors on the Syrian coast."

16. Cyrus H. Gordon, Ugaritic Literature (Rome: Pontifical Biblical 
Institute, 1949), 3, citing Meyer, Geschichte des Altertums, 2nd ed. 
(Stuttgart: Cotta, 1931), vol. 2, pt. 2, p. 63.

17. Holscher, Palastina in der persischen und hellenistischen Zeit, Heft
5 of Quellen und Forschungen zur alten Geschichte und Geographie (Berlin: 
Weidmann, 1903), 13, citing Ezekiel 27:8-9.

18. Ibid., 13-14.
19. Albright, "The Seal of Eliahkim and the Latest Preexilic History 

of Judah, with Some Observations on Ezekiel," JBL 51 (June 1932): 
93-95.

20. Norman de G. Davies & Raymond O. Faulkner, 'A Syrian 
Trading Venture to Egypt," JEA. 33 (1947): 40-41.

21. James H. Breasted, History of Egypt, 2nd ed. (New York: Scrib-
ner, 1951), 577.

22. Hugh W. Nibley, Lehi in the Desert and the World of the Jaredites 
(Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1952), 7, reprinted in CWHN 5:6; Davies
6 Faulkner, "A Syrian Trading Venture to Egypt," 45-46.



468 Note s

23. Gowen, "Hebrew Trade and Trade Terms in O.T. Times," 4.
24. Holscher, Palastina in der persischen und hellenistischen Zeit, 13.
25. Ulrich Wilcken, "Punt-Fahrten in der Ptolemaerzeit," ZASA 

60 (1925): 101.
26. Davies & Faulkner, "A Syrian Trading Venture to Egypt," 45.
27. Nina M. Davies & Norman de G. Davies, "Syrians in the Tomb 

of Amunedjeh," JEA 27 (1941): 97; and N. Davies, "Nubians in the 
Tomb of Amurndjeh," JEA 28 (1942): 50-52.

28. Davies & Faulkner, "A Syrian Trading Venture to Egypt," 45.

Chapter 8: Politics in Jerusalem
1. Wilhelm Nowack, Lehrbuch der Hebraischen Archaeologie (Freiburg 

i/B-Leipzig: Mohr, 1894), 300.
2. Harry Torczyner, The Lachish Letters (London: Oxford University 

Press, 1938).
3. James W. Jack, "The Lachish Letters-Their Date and Import," 

PEFQ (1938), 176. Cf. William F. Albright, "A Brief History of Judah 
from the Days of Josiah to Alexander the Great," BA 9 (February 
1’46): 4. The title sar, of which sarim is the plural is obviously the 
Egyptian sr, and is probably related to German Herr.

4. Heinrich H. Graetz, "Die Zeit des Konigs Chizkija und der 
zeitgenossischen Propheten," MGWJ 19 (1870): 49-51.

5. Tbid., 66.
6. Hugo Winckler, cited in Eberhard Schrader, Die Keilinschriften 

und das Alte Testament, 3rd ed. (Berlin: Reuther & Reichard, 1’03), 
170.

7. Graetz, "Die Zeit des Konigs Chizkija und der zeitgendssischen 
Propheten," 13.

8. Ibid., 13-14.
9. Solomon Zeitlin, "The Names Hebrew, Jew and Israel," JQR 

43 (1953): 369-471, discussed in Hugh W. Nibley, "New Approaches 
to Book of Mormon Study," IE 57 (May 1954): 309, 326, 330.

10. Graetz, "Die Zeit des Konigs Chizkija und der znitgnnds- 
sischen Propheten," 13-15, discusses the rise of this class in oppo-
sition to the power of the king in the times of Hezekiah.

11. Kurt Galling, "Die Israelitische Strastsverfassung in ihrer vor- 
derorientalischen Umwelt," Der Alte Orient, no. 28, Heft 3-4 (1929): 
8, 10-11. See generally, Albrecht Alt, Die Landnahme der Israeliten in 
Palastina (Leipzig: Werkgemeinschaft, 1925).

12. Hugh W. Nibley, "There Were Jaradites," IE 59 (January- 
December 1’56), esp. 710-12, reprinted in CWHN 5:380, where the 
"heroic" beginnings of Israel are treated.



Note s 469

13. Eduard Meyer, Die Israeliten und ihre Nachbarstamme (Halle: 
Niemeyer, 1906; reprinted Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchge- 
sellschaft, 1967), 428-42. Cf. Galling, "Die Israelitische Staatsverfas- 
sung in ihrer vorderorientalischen Umwelt," 11.

14. Galling, "Die Israelitische Staatsverfassung in ihrer vorder-
orientalischen Umwelt," 9,11, 24. Cf. Judges 11:26.

15. Galling, "Die Israelitische Staatsverfassung in ihrer vorder-
orientalischen Umwelt," 12^24.

16. Jorgen A. Knudtzon, Die El-Amarna-Tafeln (Leipzig: Hinrich, 
1915) 1:864-67,872-75. The Amarna Letters are the actual documents 
of the official correspondence between the Egyptian Government 
and the rulers of the various principalities of Palestine and Syria 
about 1400 B.c., at the very time the Hebrews were entering Palestine. 
They were found on clay tablets at El-Amarna on the middle Nile in 
1887.

17. Ibid., 1:864-67.
18. As a matter of fact, there is "a striking disagreement between 

the canon and the apocryphal literature" regarding the exact birth-
place of Jesus, the latter sources, which are often very old, placing 
it at a point half-way between Jerusalem and Bethlehem. W. Foerster, 
"Bemerkungen und Fragen zur Statte der Geburt Jesu," ZDPV 57 
(1934): 1-7. Foerster thinks that the disagreements are so clear, so 
persistent and so old that the misunderstanding on the subject goes 
right back to the beginning, e.g., some sources favor a cave, others 
a stall. The only thing that sources agree on is that the birth took 
place "in the land of Jerusalem." So serious are the differences on 
the subject that they have been the subject of at least one entire (and 
quite shallow) book, which defends the credibility of the Gospel of 
Luke; William J. Ramsay, Was Christ Born at Bethlehem? 3rd ed. (Lon-
don: Hodder & Stoughton, 1905).

19. Galling, "Die Israelitische Staatsverfassung in ihrer vorder-
orientalischen Umwelt," 12ff; 27-28; cf. 2 Kings 23:1. See generally 
Kurt Sethe, "Der Titel 'Richter' als allgemeiner Ehrentitel," ZASA 38 
(1900): 54-55.

20. From the eleventh century on, "the High-priest of 
Amon . . . could and constantly did reduce the king to a position of 
subservience" in Egypt, Harry R. H. Hall, "The Eclipse of Egypt," 
in Cambridge Ancient History, 12 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1925), 
3:268. For the rise of the priests to power, see ibid., 253, and Alex-
andre Moret, Histoire de I'Orient (Paris: Presses Universitaires, 1929), 
2:569. The divine patron of the priests was the god Ammon, who 
"continually intervened directly in the affairs of government by spe-



470 Not es

cific oracles," which put the state completely under priestly control, 
James H. Breasted, A History of Egypt, 2nd ed. (New York: Scribner, 
1951), 539. Some striking illustrations of what he calls the "versatility 
in wickedness" of the Egyptian priests are given by T. Eric Peet, "A 
Historical Document of the Ramesside Age," JEA 10 (1924): 116. Egypt 
under the priests "was not only externally exhausted but internally 
rotten, and simply collapsed on itself," according to Eduard Meyer, 
Geschichte des Altertums, 2nd ed. (Stuttgart: Cotta, 1928), vol. 2, pt. 
1, p. 420, who notes that the attempts of the priests to lead the 
country back to ancient virtues and old-fashioned ways was a com-
plete failure. This was the Egypt of Lehi, confident that it had restored 
the glories of the past. Cf. Friedrich K. Kienifz, Die Politische Geschichte 
Agyptens vom 7. bis zum 4. Jahrhundert vor der Zeitwende (Berlin: Aka- 
demie, 1953); and Hermann Kees, Das Priestertum im Agyptischen Staat 
von Neuen Reich bis zur Spatzeit (Leiden: Brill, 1953).

21. Harold M. Wiener, "The Relations of Egypt to Israel and Judah 
in the Age of Isaiah—I," Ancient Egypt (1926), 51-53.

22. Ibid., 70. A good summary of the international picture is by 
Charles Virolleaud, "L'asie occidentale avant Alexandre le Grand," 
L'Ethnographie, n.s. 48:6-7. Samuel A. B. Mercer, Extra-Biblical Sources 
for Hebrew and Jewish History (New York: Longmans, Green, 1913), 
57-59. John Bright, "A New Letter in Aramaic, Written to a Pharaoh 
of Egypt," BA 12 (1949): 46-48; Robert H. Pfeiffer, "Hebrews and 
Greeks Before Alexander," JBL 56 (1937): 91.

23. ViroUeaud, "L'asie occidentale avant Alexandre le Grand," 7. 
After the fall of Jerusalem only two independent states remained in 
all the world to defy Nebuchadnezzar! Alfred Wiedemann, "Der Zug 
Nebucadnezar's gegen Aegypten," iZASA 16 (1878): 2.

24. Wiedemann, "Der Zug Nebucadnezar's gegen Aegypten," 2-
3, 6.

25. Albright, "A Brief History of Judah from the Days of Josiah 
to Alexander the Great," 6.

26. William F. Albright, "The Seal of Eliakim and the Latest Preex- 
ilic History of Judah, with Some Observations on Ezekiel," JBL 51 
(1932): 93-95. Wiedemann for example, in the earlier study, "Der 
Zug Nebucadnezar's gegen Aegypten," 2, does not believe that Ne-
buchadnezzar ever took Tyre.

27. Holscher, Paldstina in der persischen und hellenistischep Zeit, Heft 
5 of Quellen und Forschungen zur alten Geschichte und Geographic (Berlin: 
Weidmann, 1903), 21.



Note s 471

28. Jack, "The Lachish Letters—Their Date and Import," 177-79.
29. Albright, "A Brief History of Judah From the Days of Josiah 

to Alexander the Great," 4.
30. Virolleaud, "L'asie occidentale avant Alexandre le Grand," 6-

7.
31. Genevieve R. Tabouis, Nebuchadnezzar (London: Routledge, 

1931), 181, 180.
32. Ibid., 193.

Chapter 9: Escapade in Jerusalem
1. J. Dissard, "Les Migrations et les Vidssitudes de la Tribu des 

'Amer," KB, n.s. 2 (1905): 411-16.
2. Kitab Taghrib Bani Hilal (Damascus: Moh. Hashim, n.d.), 13-

15.
3. Jawad 'All, Tdrikh al-cArab qabl al-Isldm (Baghdad: Matba'at, 1950) 

1:6, 13.
4. See below 268-75.
5. See below 129-30.
6. Carl Brockelmann, Geschichte der arabischen Litteratur, (Leipzig: 

Amelangs, 1901), 34.
7. Adam Mez, Die Renaissance des Islams (Heidelberg: Winter, 

1922), 190.
8. "Just as I came to the gate of Dionysus, I saw a lot of men 

come out of the Odeion and go over to the Orchestra. Being alarmed 
at the sight, I drew back into the shadow between a pillar and the 
side of the wall of the gate, where the bronze statue of the general 
stands. I saw there must be at least three hundred men, standing 
around in groups of five and ten, a few maybe of twenty. I recognized 
most of them, since they faced the moonlight." Deposition given in 
Minor Attic Orators I; Andocides, Oration on the Mysteries I, 38-39. 
Though a good lawyer could make hash of this witness's testimony, 
it is plain that there was no downtown lighting in Athens.

9. Juvenal, Satire III, 268-301. Particularly interesting is the 
proseucha of line 296, which is usually taken to be a Jewish synagogue, 
since the satirists like to make fun of the Jews in Rome. At any rate, 
it brings us a step nearer to Lehi's Jerusalem.

10. 1 Nephi 4:31. It was Nephi who supervised the making of 
swords after the manner of Laban's sword, which he so admired. 2 
Nephi 5:14.

11. Richard F. Burton, Pilgrimage to Al-Medinah and Meccah (Lon-
don: Tylston & Edwards, 1893), 1:11, 19, and throughout vol. 2.



472 Note s

Chapter 10: Portrait of Laban
1. James W. Jack, "The Lachish Letters—Their Date and Import," 

PEFQ (1938), 168.
2. Heinrich H. Graetz, "Die Zeit des Kdnigs Chizkija und der 

zeitgendssischen Propheten," MGWJ 19 (1870): 16.
3. Eduard Meyer, Geschichte des Altertums, 2nd ed. (Stuttgart: 

Cotta, 1928), vol. 2, pt. 1, p. 137.
4. These remarks are based on the instructive essay by Richard 

J. H. Gottheil, in the introduction to his edition of Al- Kindi's History 
of the Egyptian Cadis (London: Luzac, 1908), especially viii, xiv-xvi;

5. Ibid., xiv-xv.
6. The Wenamon story is told in James H. Breasted, A History of 

Egypt, 2nd ed. (New York: Scribner, 1951), 513-18; James Baikie, The 
Story of the Pharaohs (London: Black, 1926), 285-87; and James H. 
Breasted, "The Decline and Fall of the Egyptian Empire," in Cambridge 
Ancient History, 12 vols. (New York: Macmillan, 1925), 2:193.

7. Joseph Offord, "Archaeological Notes on Jewish Antiquities," 
PEFQ (1916), 148.

8. William F. Albright, "The Seal of Eliakim and the Latest Preexilic 
History of Judah, With Some Observations on Ezekiel," JBL 51 (1932): 
79-83.

9. William Ewing, "A Journey in the Hauran," PEFQ (1895), 173.
10. Antonin Jaussen, "Melanges," RB 12 (1903): 259. Cf. Charles

S. Clermonn-Ganneau, "The Arabs in Paiesttne," in Survey ofWestern 
Palestine, Special Papers (London: Palrt-lnr Exploration Fund, 1881), 
4:326-27.

11. Leo Harfrli, Die Beduinen von Beerseba: Ihre Rechtsverhaltnisse, 
Sitten und Gebriiuche (Lucerne: Raber, 1938), 44.

12. Clermont-Ganneau, "The Arabs in Palestine," 326; Philip J. 
Baidensperger, "The Immovable East," PEFQ (1910), 261. See es-
pecially Gustaf H. Dalman, "Aus dem Rschttlrbrn und rrligidtrn 
Leben der Beduinen," ZDPV 62:59-61.

13. Charles M. Doughty, Travels in Arabia Deserta (New York: 
Random House, 1936), 2:27.

14. Samuel Rosenblatt, "The Relations between Jewish and Mus-
lim Laws Concerning Oaths and Vows," American Academy of Jewish 
Research 7 (1936): 231-38. Cf. Johannes Pedersen, Der Eid bei den Sem- 
iten in seinem Verhdltnis zu verwandten Erscheinungen (Strassburg: Triib- 
ner, 1914).

Chapter 12: The Pioneer Tradition and the True Church
1. See "The Flight into the Wilderness," ch. 11 above.



Note s 473

2. Georg Molin, Die Sohne des Lichtes Zeit und Stellung der Hand- 
schriften vom Toten Meer (Vienna: Herold, 1954), 140.

3. David Daube, "Concerning Methods of Bible-Criticism, Late 
Law in Early Narratives," Archiv Orientdlni 17 (1949): 88.

4. Alfred Haidar, The Notion of the Desert in Sumero-Accadian and 
West-Semitic Religions (Uppsala: Lundequistska, 1950), 14, 25.

5. Ibid., 5.
6. Ibid., 25-26.
7. Ibid., 68.
8. See Hugh W. Nibley, "Strange Ships and Shining Stones," IE 

59 (September 1956): 672-75; below, chapter 26. Herbert Braun, "Der 
Fahrende," Zeitschrift fur Theologie und Kirche 48 (1951): 32-38, com-
paring the Greek with the scriptural wandering hero. For a wide 
scope of comparisons, Vladimir Vikentiev, "Le retour d'Ulysse du 
point de vue egyptologique et folklorique parsllkles snciens et moyen 
sgeux," Bulletin de I'lnstitut d'Egypte 29 (1946-47): 189-219. The reader 
may wonder why we cite psgsn rituals snd legends to illustrate 
Jewish, Christian, and Book of Mormon teaching. In this case it is 
the great snd undoubted antiquity of the sources that makes them 
significant. We do not pretend for a moment that these people had 
the true Gospel, but we do believe, as Eusebius maintained long ago 
in the opening sections of his Church History 12-4, that all the ancients 
possessed fragmentary bits snd distant memories of the true Gospel. 
This teaching is brought out by President John Taylor in The Mediation 
and Atonement (Salt Lake City: Stevens & Wallis, 1950). Today scholars 
everywhere realize for the first time that the scriptures must be read 
along with all the other old sources. Thus Cyrus Gordon tells us that 
the Old Testament must be studied "in the light of parallel literatures 
from the pagan forerunners and contemporaries of the Hebrews, in 
Bible Lands," if it is to be rightly understood. Cyrus H. Gordon, 
Ugaritic Literature (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1949), 7. "The 
Bible strikes root into every ancient Near-Eastern culture," writes 
Albright, "and it cannot be historically understood until we see its 
relationship to its source in true perspective." William F. Albright, 
"Review of Books," JAOS 64 (1944): 148. Today, says another scholar, 
"the Old Testament horizon must be expanded and its history in-
terpreted against this larger background." John Paterson, "The Hur- 
rians," in C. J. Mullo Weir, ed., Studia Semitica et Orientalia 2 (Glasgow: 
Glasgow University, 1945): 97. Theodor Hsering, "Das Alte Testa-
ment im Neuen," Zeitschrift fur Neutestamentliche Wissenschaft 17 
(1916): 222, goes so far as to suggest that all ancient literature, sacred 
and profane, Jew and Gentile, may be regarded snd should be read 



4'4 Note s

as pages in a single book. All this should give great impetus to Book 
of Mormon study. In "The Apocrypha and the Book of Mormon," 
and "Old World Ritual in the New World," chs. 16 and 23 below, 
we make extensive use of pagan sources as evidence for the Book 
of Mormon. Just as we find in the writings of many churches today 
much that is of value in illustrating and proving the true Gospel, 
which they do not possess, so the pagans of old can teach us a great 
deal.

9. John L. Burckhardt, Notes on the Bedouins and Wahdbys (London: 
Colburn & Bently, 1831), 1:360, 363, 367.

10. Ibid., 367, 363.
11. Victor Muller, En Syrie avec les Btdouins (Paris: LeRoux, 1931), 

182-83.
12. Al-Harirl of Basra, Makamdt, tr. Theodore Preston (London: 

Madden, 1850), 270-71. These are the opening lines.
13. Claude R. Conder, Tent Work in Palestine (London: Bentley, 

1878), 2:272.
14. Thomas Harmer, Observations on Divers Passages of Scripture 

. . . by Means ofCircumstances Mentioned in Books of Voyages and Travels 
into the East, 2nd ed., 2 vols. (London: Johnson, 1776), 1:101: "When 
the Arabs have drawn upon themselves such a general resentment 
of the more fixed inhabitants of those countries, that they think 
themselves unable to stand against them, they withdraw into the 
depths of the great wilderness."

15. Ibid., 102, quoting Jeremiah 49:8, 30; Judges 6:2; 1 Samuel 
13:6; Jeremiah 41:7, 9; Isaiah 31:6; Ezekiel 3:5- 6; and noting confir-
matory passages from writers in the time of the Crusades.

16. De Lacy O'Leary, Arabia Before Mohammed (London: Kegan, 
Paul, Trench & Trubner, 1927), 3.

17. The city people knew the desert from personal contact—and 
loathed it. The thought of one living his whole life there was simply 
unendurable. A famous Egyptian text, the Teaching of Merekaure says 
(Sect. 21): "Behold the wretched Aamu [desert-dweller, Asiatic], toil-
some is the land wherein he is. . . . He dwells not in a single place, 
but his legs are [ever] driven wandering (??)," cited by Alan H. 
Gardiner, "New Literary Works from Ancient Egypt," JEA 1 (1914): 
30. Cf. Ludwig Keimer, "L'horreur des egyptiens pour les demons 
du desert," Bulletin de I'institut d'egypte 26 (1943-44): 135-47. The at-
titude of Lehi's family on the subject is very plainly stated. See below 
[211-14]

18. Hugo Gressmann, "Der Eingang ins Paradies," Archiv fur 



Note s 475

Orientforschung 3 (1926): 12, citing 4 Ezra 13:40-42 and Deuteronomy 
29:27.

19. Robert Eisler, lesous Basileus ou Basileusas (Heidelberg: Winter, 
1930), 1:14,479-81, 512-14, for the meaning of the words; 2:267, 493, 
571, 575, 787, for the charges against them.

20. Exactly as in other cases "the king's men" spied on them and 
his armies tried to exterminate them. Ibid., 2:30-31; cf. Mosiah 18:32-
34, and below [156]

21. Heinrich H. Graetz, "Die Ebioniten des Alten Testaments," 
MGWJ 18 (1869): 1-20, 49-71, 115-16. He identifies the Ebionites with 
the Levites, 13, and even the Prophets, 7.

22. Molin, Die Sohne des Lichtes Zeit und Stellung der Handschriften 
vom Toten Meer, 144. The Nasirite vows and ways of life have been 
the subject of much investigation. The identity of the word with 
Nazarene has often been insisted on. The Nazarenes were, strictly 
speaking, those who had taken secret holy vows and entered into 
sacred covenants.

23. Ernst Kasemann, Das wandernde Gottesvolk (Gottingen: Van- 
denhoeck & Ruprecht, 1957), 137-38. For English translation, see 
Ernst Kasemann, The Wandering People of God, tr. Roy A. Harrisville 
& Irving L. Sandberg (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1984), 212-15.

24. D&C 1:36. Idumea was both the classic land of rebellion, 
Josephus, Wars of the Jews 2:55; Eis)^<er, lesous Basileus ou Basileusas 
1:512-13, and the home of false priests and royal pretenders, the most 
notable of whom was Herod the Great. "The Idumeans were not 
originally Jews," says an ancient fragment, quoted by Eisler, ibid., 
1:343, n. 1, "but were Phoenicians and Syrians who had been over-
come by the Jews and forced to accept circumcision." Cf. Lauri Ikto- 
nen, "Edom und Moab in den Psalmen," Studia Orientalia 1 (1925): 
78-83; Fritz Hommel, Ethnologie und Geographie des alten Orients (Mun-
ich: Beck, 1926), 182-83, 594, on Idumea as the wicked world.

25. Kasemann, Das wandernde Gottesvolk, 5-8; cf. The Wandering 
People of God, 17-22.

26. Kasemann, Das wandernde Gottesvolk, 11, 15, 24; cf. The Wan-
dering People of God, 25-26, 30-32, 44-45.

27. Thus, Manual of Discipline (IQS) 2:1; Barnabas, Epistola Cath- 
olica (Catholic Epistle) 18, in PG 2:775-78.

28. Kasemann, Das wandernde Gottesvolk, 27-29,45-47; cf. The Wan-
dering People of God, 48-51, 74-79.

29. Kasemann, Das wandernde Gottesvolk, 51; cf. The Wandering 
People of God, 84-86; on wandering as an education device, Das wan-
dernde Gottesvolk, 141, 147; cf. The Wandering People of God, 218-19, 



476 Not es

226-27; the greatest of all these High Priests was Jesus, of whom 
Adam was a type, Das wandernde Gottesvolk, 156; cf. The Wandering 
People of God, 239-40.

30. Kasemann, Das wandernde Gottesvolk, 156; cf. 37; and The Wan-
dering People of God, 239-40; cf. 62-64.

31. Andr£ Dupont-Sommer, The Dead Sea Scrolls, tr. E. Margaret 
Rowley (New York: Macmillan, 1952), 61-63. A. Rubinstein, "Urban 
Halakhah and Camp Rules in the 'Cairo Fragments of Damascene 
Covenant/ " Sefared 12 (1952): 283-96.

32. See note 12 in "The Apocrypha and the Book of Mormon," 
ch. 23 below. Henri de Contenson, "In the Footsteps of John the 
Baptist, Notes on the Rolls of the Dead Sea," Antiquity and Survival 
1 (May 1955): 37-56, for some wonderful photos. Moses Gaster, "A 
Gnostic Fragment from the Zohar: The Resurrection of the Dead," 
in Studies and Texts, 3 vols. (1928; reprinted, New York: KTAV, 1971), 
1:370.

33. Auguste Sabatier, Les religions d'autorite et la religion de Tesprit 
(Paris: Fischbacher, 1904), 60-61.

34. The avoidance of the theme is very noticeable in the indices 
of the PL 219:233, 672-74. The idea of the Church still looking for its 
heavenly home was repugnant to the fathers after Augustine, who 
first established the doctrine that the Church on earth is the Kingdom 
of God and the heavenly home of the saints. Methodius, Convivium 
Decern Virginum (Banquet of the Ten Virgins) VIII, 11, in PG 18:153-58, 
claims that the woman who flees to the desert is the Church in 
Paradise!

35. "The Church of Constantine drove into solitude and the desert 
those who wished to devote themselves to religion," says Adolf 
Harnack, Monasticism: Its Ideals and History, and the Confessions of St. 
Augustine, tr. E. E. Kellett & F. H. Marseille (London: Williams & 
Norgate, 1901), 43.

36. Bernhard Kotting, Peregrinatio Religiosa. Wahlfahrten in der An-
tike und das Pilgerwesen in der alien Kirche (Munster-Regensburg: For- 
schungen zur Vollkskunde, 1950), Heft 33-35, deals with the pagan 
background of the Christian pilgrimage, which was not a contin-
uation of ancient Jewish or Christian practices.

37. Hugh W. Nibley, The World and the Prophets (Salt Lake City: 
Deseret, 1954), 214-15; reprinted in CWHN 3:235-37.

38. Thus 1 Nephi 19-22, quoting various prophets.

Chapter 14: Unwelcome Voices from the Dust
1. The most comprehensive treatment of the controversies and 



Not es 477

perplexities of the doctors on these subjects is Olof Linton, Das Prob-
lem der Urkirche in der Neueren Forschung (Uppsala: Almquist & Wiksell, 
1932). See our extended discussion in "The Way of the Church,' IE 
58 (January-June 1955), reprinted in CWHN 4:209-322.

2. On the perplexities of Eusebius, see Nibley, "The Way of the 
Church," 22; CWHN 4:213-15.

3. Space will not allow another retelling of the story of the finding 
of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The most readily available accounts are Millar 
Burrows, The Dead Sea Scrolls (New York: Viking, 1955), which con-
tains an extensive bibliography, and Edmund Wilson, Scrolls from the 
Dead Sea (New York: Oxford University Press, 1956). The latter book 
is available in installment form in the New Yorker Magazine, beginning 
May 14, 1955.

4. G. Lankester Harding, "Introduction" to Dominique Barth£- 
lemy & Jdsef T. Milik, Discoveries in the Judean Desert I, Qumran Cave 
I (Oxford: Clarendon, 1955), 4.

5. The 300 written fragments found in Cave Four in 1952 "range 
[in date] from the late fourth century to the first half of the second 
century b .c ." Frank M. Cross, "The Oldest Manuscripts from Qum-
ran," JBL 74 (1955): 164. The coins run from 125 b .c . to 135 a .d ., but 
the manuscripts "cannot be later than a .d . 68," and there is clear 
evidence that the main buildings of the community were destroyed 
for good by the earthquake of 31 b .c ., according to G. Lanksstsr 
Harding, "Where Christ Himself May have Studied, an Essene Mon-
astery at Khirbet Qumran,' Illustrated London News (3 September 
1955), 379. See note 11 below for the possible age of the community.

6. Andr£ Dupont-Sommer, "Les manuscrits de la mer morte; leur 
importance pour l'histoire des religions," Numen 2 (1955): 168, who 
notes, 189, that the study of the scrolls has just begun. See also our 
article, Hugh W. Nibley, "More Voices from the Dust," Instructor 
(March 1956), 71; reprinted in CWHN 1:239.

7. Carl Clemen, Die Himmelfahrt des Mose (Bonn: Weber, 1904), in 
Kleine Texte, no. 10, from a Latin palimpsest of the early 7th century.

8. These materials are quoted in Hugh W. Nibley, "New Ap-
proaches to Book of Mormon Study," IE 57 (1954): 89 (italics added).

9. Harding, "Introduction" to Barthdemy & Milik, Discoveries in 
the Judean Desert I, Qumran Cave I, 4.

10. Grace M. Crowfoot, "The Linen Textiles," in Barthdemy & 
Milik, Discoveries in the Judean Desert I, Qumran Cave I, 25. We em-
phasized the importance of the Genizahs in the article cited above 
in note 8, pp. 88-89. The Assumption of Moses is one of the works 
actually found among the fragments of the scrolls, thus proving that 



478 Note s

the people who hid the scrolls were aware of the practices described 
and may have been consciously imitating them.

11. Hugh W. Nibley, "More Voices from the Dust," 72, in CWHN 
1:242, citing the study of Peter Meinhold, "Die Anfange des amer- 
ikanischen Geschichtsbewusstseins," Saeculum 5 (1954): 86, where 
he taxes the Book of Mormon with being a fraud and a forgery because 
it attributes New Testament practices and terminology to people who 
lived hundreds of years before New Testament times. This is exactly 
what the Scrolls do, and for that reason were so vigorously opposed. 
"The battle over the date of the scrolls is decided," says Cross, placing 
their production between 200 B.c. and 70 a .d . This is "disputed only 
by a few who, like Southern politicians, still think that an ancient 
defeat can be reversed by bombastic oratory." Frank M. Cross, "The 
Scrolls from the Judean Wilderness," Christian Century 72 (3 August 
1955): 889. The bombast and the fury still continue in the ill tempered 
discourses of Solomon Zeitlin, the latest to date being "The Dead 
Sea Scrolls," JQR 46 (1956): 389-90.

12. On the sale of the scrolls, ^o^omon Zeitlin, "The Propaganda 
of the Hebrew Scrolls and the Falsifi<^i^1ti<^^ of History," JQR 46 (1956): 
256-58. This article is perhaps the longest and most furious attack 
yet launched by Zeitlin against the scrolls, which he regards as an 
utterly worthless piece of Medieval illiteracy.

13. Frank M. Cross, "The Scrolls and the New Testament,/' Chris-
tian Century (24 August 1955), 970.

14. Harding, "Where Christ Himself May Have Studied, an Essene 
Monastery at Khirbet Qumran," 379-81. Quote is on 379.

15. Thus Time Magazine (5 September 1955), 34.
16. Cross, "The Scrolls and the New Testament," Christian Century 

(10 August 1955), 920.
17. Ibid., 921.
18. Time (5 September, 1955), 33.
19. Frank M. Cross, "The Scrolls from the Judean Wilderness," 

Christian Century (10 August 1’55), 890; a distinct undertone of alarm 
is discernible in such protests as those of Adalbert Metzinger, a 
Catholic, who writes in "Die Handschriftenfunde am Toten Meer 
und das Neue Testament," Biblica 36 (1955): 481: "Christianity and 
the Church have nothing to fear from such comparisons [between 
the New Testament and the Scrolls], if they are carried out with 
scientific conscientiousness; their peculiar value is in no wise dimin-
ished, the unique and original quality of the New Testament is made 
only the clearer: 'Christianity as a new experience: Insight into the 
Jewish and Christian contacts: "If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
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creature" (2 Cor. 5:17).' " Frederick F. Bruce, "Qumran and Early 
Christianity," New Testament Studies 2 (1956): 190, thinks to dispel 
misgivings with the irrelevant declaration that Christianity "con-
tained all that was of value in Qumran — and much besides." Who 
would deny that?

20. Geoffrey Graystone, "The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Originality 
of Christ," Catholic World (April 1956), 11.

21. Peter Meinhold, "Die Anfange des amerikanischen Ge- 
schichtsbewusstssins," Saeculum 5 (1954): 65-86. Meinhold's recent 
attack (1954) is particularly ferocious. Even the anti-Mormon litera-
ture of the last century cannot surpass it for spine-chilling savagery 
of language.

22. Cross, "The Scrolls and the New Testament," Christian Century 
(24 August 1955), 971.

23. J. L. Tether, "The Habakkuk Scroll," Journal of Jewish Studies 
5 (1954): 47-59; quote is from 53.

24. Frank M. Cross, "The Manuscripts of the Dead Sea Caves," 
BA (1954), 3.

25. Zeitlin, "The Dead Sea Scrolls," 390, 392.
26. Hugh W. Nibley, "The Way of the Church," 384, reprinted 

in CWHN 4:253-55. In this series we treated the subject of translation 
at considerable length in the issues for May 1955, pp. 307-9, CWHN 
4:244-51, and June 1955, pp. 84-86, CWHN 4:217-19.

27. Zeitlin, "The Dead Sea Scrolls," 390.
28. This has been especially studied by Oscar Cullmann, "The 

Significance of the Qumran Texts for Research into the Beginning of 
Christianity," JBL 74 (1955): 213-26. Equally available is Lucetta 
Mowry, "The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Background for the Gospel 
of John," BA 17 (December 1954): 78-97, who would read John as 
part of one big book to which the Scrolls belong, along with other 
widely scattered writings, especially of Iranian origin. Another at-
tempt to explain certain exact parallels between passages in the Scrolls 
and New Testament is by William D. Davies, " 'Knowledge' in the 
Dead Sea Scrolls," Harvard Theological Review 46 (1953): 138-39.

29. A list is given in Georg Molin, Die Sohne des Lichtes Zeit und 
Sieliung der Handschriften vom Toten Meer (Vienna-Munich: Herold, 
1954), 102-66.

30. Oscar Cullmann, "Die neuentdeckten Qumran texte und das 
Judenchristentum der Pseudo Klementtnen," Neutestamentliche Stu-
dien fiir Rudolf Bultmann, Beiheft zur Zeitschrift fur Neutestamentliche 
Wissenschaft 21 (1954): 35-51.

31. Teicher, "The Habakkuk Scroll," 47. Special code signs are 
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treated by Roger Goossens, "L'£nigme du signe nun dans le Manuel 
de Discipline,” Nouvelle Clio 6 (1954): 5-39; cf. Andr£ Dupont-Sommer, 
La doctrine gnostique de la lettre "waw” (Paris: Geunther, 1946); Cross, 
"The Manuscripts from the Dead Sea Caves," 3,14.

32. Cross, "The Manuscripts from the Dead Sea Caves," 16 and 
3.

Chapter 15: Qumran and the Waters of Mormon
1. It has recently been maintained that the name Christians did 

not originate, as has always been supposed, as a mocking nickname, 
but was actually first applied by the followers of Christ to themselves, 
"not as 'worshipers' of Christ," but as "'the supporter and servants 
of the King,' " i.e., those who willingly "took his name" upon them. 
J. Moreau, "Le Nom des Chretiens," Nouvelle Clio 1-2 (1949- 50): 190-
92.

2. The weekly observance of another day beside the Jewish Sab-
bath as a day of religious worship is one of the authentic marks of 
Alma's Church. Throughout history those Jewish priests who were 
determined to live the Old Law in its perfection as far as possible 
insisted on the preeminent holiness of the first day as well as the 
seventh. The observance of this day in the very earliest times of the 
Christian Church is not, therefore, to be attributed to innovating 
practices of the Apostolic Church—it is there from the beginning. 
Seven days represent the life-span of this world, but the eighth or 
the first is the new age to follow it is "a beginning of another world," 
writes Barnabas, Epistola Catholica (Catholic Epistle) 15, in PG 2:771-
72, "wherefore, also, we keep the eighth day with joyfulness." Many 
examples are given by Oscar Cullmann, Urdv^i’̂ 'tentum und Gottesdifenst 
(Zurich: zwingli, 195(0), 11, 14-15. Hermann Gunkel, Zum religions- 
geschichtlichen Verstdndnis des Neuen Testaments (Gottingen: Vanden- 
hoeck & Ruprecht, 1930), 75-76. TB, Sabbath 86b-88a, gives ten reasons 
for regarding the first day of the week rather than the seventh as 
the most holy.

3. The great public readings in the Book of Mormon, such as those 
given by Abinadi and King Benjamin, were in the old established 
Hebrew tradition. When the High Priest read the law to the people 
every seven years, all, including women, children, and servants, 
were expected and required to listen, according to Josephus, Anti-
quities IV, 9,12; see also Deuteronomy 31:12.

4. Manual of Discipline (IQS) 5:7-8. The term "united order' is 
a most literal translation of the expression 'etseth ha-yahad, which 
Millar Burrows, The Dead Sea Scrolls (New York: Viking, 1955), 377, 
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renders "council of the community-" No word in the scrolls has 
caused more debate and speculation than yahad; its basic meaning 
is oneness or unity, while an 'etseth is a body of people organized 
as a council or the pattern of organization by which a council is 
formed. It is a closed body or corporation met together to discuss 
policy. Hence 'united order" is as near as one can get to a literal 
translation of the term. These and related terms having to do with 
organization have been recently made the object of special study by 
Robert North, "Qumran 'Serek a' and Related Fragments," Orientalia 
25 (1956): 90-91. North notes that the terms ‘eda and Yahad are not 
synonymous at all. "The Eda includes wives and children; and its 
structure is more warlike," 91. Dominique Barthdemy and Jdsef T. 
Milik, Discoveries in the Judean Desert I, Qumran Cave I (Oxford: 
Clarendon, 1955), 116-18, say it is identical with the Hasidim of 1 
Maccabees 5:42, while Yahad refers specifically to the more peaceful 
Essenes. North commenting on the expression 'etseth ha-yahad men-
tions Dupont-Sommer7s theory that ‘eda and ‘etsah are the same, the 
latter being the sources of the Greek word Essene; North himself 
prefers but doesn't insist on viewing ‘etseth as 'an act of counsel" 
rather than the meeting itself, North, "Qumran 'Serek a' and Related 
Fragments," 92. At this time the matter is completely up in the air. 
The expression "Son of Zadok" gives rise to many problems 'clus-
tering around the relation between the Qumran community and the 
name "Sadducee," ibid. Schurer claims that the SDWQ (of the Scrolls) 
after whom the Sadducees are named is unquestionably a proper 
name, Sadeq, which in the late Old Testament period began to be 
pronounced sadduq. Emil Schurer, A History of the Jewish People in the 
Time of Jesus Christ, 2 vols. (Edinburgh: Clark, 1924), vol. 2, div. 2, 
pp. 30-31. Of course frequent attempts have already been made to 
link this with the name and priesthood of Melchizedek, but to date, 
to quote North again, 'our only conclusion is that we must face 
honestly and reflectively the Sadducee-links of the Qumran docu-
ments, even while granting that the probabilities are far greater in 
favor of the Essenes." North, "Qumran 'Serek a' and Related Frag-
ments," 93. He is speaking of the latest period, of course. What the 
name signifies for earlier times remains to be discovered.

5. IQS 8:15.
6. Georg Molin, Die Sohne des Lichtes Zeit und Stellung der Hand- 

schriften vom Toten Meer (Vienna: Herold, 1954), 140, 146.
7. IQS 1:22-23.
8. Ibid., 5:5-6.
9. Ibid., 1:17-18.
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10. Ibid., 1:11-12. "Several passages in the Manual of Discipline 
indicate that the sect practiced community of goods. At the same 
time it is said that one who has inadvertently destroyed the property 
of the other shall repay it in full. One naturally wonders how a 
member who had turned over his private possessions to the order 
would have anything left with which to pay for such damage. . . . 
The Damascus Document puts some restrictions on the ownership 
of property but does not deny the right of private possession. Mem-
bers of the group who work for wages pay ... for community pur-
poses the wages of two days out of each month." Burrows, The Dead 
Sea Scrolls, 233-34. The one thing that is clear is that these people 
had a claim to their own property from which they contributed "of 
their own free will"; a person who left the community could take 
his property with him. It was not communism. Everyone had "his 
own substance" but was expected to impart of it freely for the good 
of others.

11. IQS 2:23-24.
12. Ibid., 8:1-4. Cross comments interestingly on this organization, 

noting with surprise the presence of a presidency of three, a council 
of twelve, and a general assembly who must vote on all important 
matters. Frank M. Cross, "The Scrolls and the New Testament," 
Christian Century 72 (24 August 1955): 968-69. He notes also in the 
Scrolls the practice of correptio fraterna, "otherwise unparalleled in 
Judaism" but found in Matthew 18:15-17: "a brother is to be reproved 
in private first of all, then before witnesses, then before the church, 
after which he may be excommunicated," 968.

13. IQS 1:7-9.
14. Ibid., 1:18-20.
15. Ibid., 6:8-9.
16. Ibid., 2:19-23.
17. Ibid., 3:4-5.
18. Ibid., 3:7-10. The "waters of NDH” may be read either nedeh, 

"a liberal gift, Grace," or niddah, "removal, purifying of unclean-
ness," from the Hebrew root NADAH, Cross, "The Scrolls and the 
New Testament," 969, notes that they "seem to have practiced con-
tinual lustrations as well as baptism on initiation into the covenated 
community." G. Lankester Harding, "Where Christ Himself May 
Have Studied, an Essene Monastery at Khirbet Qumran," Illustrated 
London News (3 September 1955), 379, believes that John the Baptist 
"undoubtedly derived the idea of ritual immersion, or baptism" from 
Qumran.

19. The Qumran sacramental meal looks to the future, exactly as 
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the Early Christian sacrament looked both to the past ("in memory") 
and to the future, according to Oscar Cullmann, Urchnstentum und 
Gottesdienst, 19-21. For a good treatment of the anticipation motif, 
see Cross, "The Scrolls and the New Testament," 969-70; the follow-
ing is quoted: "The life of the sect is understood as life in anticipation 
of the Kingdom of God." Their sacrament is "the liturgical antici-
pation of the messianic banquet," ibid., 989. They "partake in the 
Kingdom proleptically, anticipating the coming day when the am-
biguity will end," ibid., 970. The theme of anticipation receives its 
fullest treatment in the Book of Mormon.

20. IQS 8:4-10.
21. Ibid., 8:12-15.
22. Ibid., 9:3-6.
23. Ibid., 5:5-6.
24. Ibid., 9:11.
25. Ibid., 5:10.
26. Ibid., 9:16-17.
27. Ibid., 5:1-2.
28. Georg Molin, Die Sohne des Lichtes Zeit und Stellung der Hand- 

schriften vom Toten Meer, 162-66.
29. Ibid., 138.
30. Ibid., 140.
31. Ibid., 146.
32. Ibid., 186.
33. Ibid., 158-66.
34. Ibid., 124.
35. Ibid., 146.
36. Ibid., 140; James L. Kelso, "The Archaeology of Qumran," 

JBL 74 (1955): 141-46.

Chapter 16: The Apocrypha and the Book of Mormon
1. The Apocrypha originally got their name of "hidden" writings 

from the fact they were considered too sacred to be divulged to the 
general public. The name does not designate, as it later came to, 
books of dubious authenticity, but rather scripture of very special 
importance and holiness, according to Willliam O. E. Oss-rrlry, An 
Introduction to the Books of the Aprocrypha (London: Society for Pro-
moting Christian Knowledge, 1953), 3-5.

2. Thus the Book of Enoch, while it "influenced the thought and 
diction" of "nearly all the writers of the New Testament," and "is 
quoted as a genuine production of Enoch by St. Jude, and as Scripture 
by St. Barnabas," and while "with the earner Fathers and Apologists 
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it had all the weight of a canonical book/' it was nonetheless dis-
dained and rejected by the schoolmen of the fourth century; "and 
under the ban of such authorities as Hilary, Jerome, and Augustine, 
it gradually passed out of circulation snd became lost to the knowl-
edge of Western Christendom." Robert H. Charles, The Book of Enoch 
(Oxford: Clarendon, 1912; reprinted Jerusalem: Makor, 1973), ix, and 
n. 1 on that page. It is interesting that President John Taylor fre-
quently quotes from this work, and recognizes its authority in his 
book The Mediation and the Atonement (Salt Lake City: Stevens & Wallis, 
1950).

3. Irenaeus, Contra Haereses (Against Heresies) II, 27, in PG 7:803.
4. Moses Gsster, "The Apocrypha and Jewish Chap-Books," Stud-

ies and Texts, 3 vols. (1928; reprinted New York: KTAV, 1971), 1:280.
5. The most significant recent comment on this much-treated 

theme is by Friedrich Ebrard, "Bibel, Bibel und Pandekten/' Archiv 
Orientalni 18:72. See also note 2 above.

6. See chapter 13 above.
7. George Molin, Die Sohne des Lichtes Zeit and Stellung der Hand- 

schriften vom Toten Meer (Vienna-Munich: Herold, 1954), 158,164-66. 
Typical is the statement in Recogiittones Clementinae (Clementine Rec-
ognitions) I, 52, in PG 1:1236, that "Christ, who was always from the 
beginning, has visited the righteous of every generation (albeit se-
cretly), and especially those who have looked forward to his coming, 
to whom he often appeared." This reads like a sermon out of the 
Book of Mormon, but the fact that this is a genuine teaching of the 
earliest Christian Church hss only recently been appreciated. See 
Robert M. Grant, Second-Century Christianity (London: Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1946), 10.

8. Of recent years, many studies have shown that the name Ns- 
sarene by which the earliest Christians were designated was actually 
a very ancient technical term meaning "keeper of secrets," the secrets 
in question being "the mysteries of the kingdom." Robert Eisler, 
Iesous Basileus ou Basileusas (Heidelberg: Winter, 1929-30), 2:21-22.

9. Robert H. Charles, "Apocalyptic Literature," Encyclopedia Bri-
tannica, 11th ed., 1:171, citing Daniel 12:4,9; 1 Enoch 1:4; Assumption 
of Moses 1:16-18.

10. Ibid., 169.
11. IQS (Manual of Discipline) 3:15.
12. Charles, "Apocalyptic Literature," 170.
13. David Flusser, "The Apocryphal Book of Ascensio Isaiae and 

the Dead Sea Seclt," Israel Exploration Journal 3 (1953): 30-47; quote is 
on 46.
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14. Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) 44:1-18; 49:14-15.
15. William H. Brownlee, "Biblical Interpretation among the Sec-

taries of the Dead Sea Scrolls/' BA 14 (September 1951): 60-70.
16. TB 1:464, Shabbath VI, 4, 63a, quoting R. Hiya b. Abba.
17. Discussed throughout Hermann Gunkel, Zum religionsge- 

schichtlichen Verstandnis des Neuen Testaments (Gottingen: Vanden- 
hoeck & Ruprecht, 1930).

18. All this is clearly set forth in IQS 4:15-16.
19. IQS 3:9-10.
20. IQS 3:13-14.
21. William H. Brownlee, "The Dead Sea Manual of Discipline/' 

BASOR Supplementary Studies (New Haven: American Schools of Ori-
ental Research, 1951), nos. 10-12:16; IQS 4:17-18.

22. One can find the doctrine of the Two Ways implicit in almost 
any of the early aprocrypha, e.g., Clement, Epistola I ad Corinthios 
(First Epistle to the Corinthians) 36, in PG 1:279-82; Clement, Epistola 
II ad Corinthios (Second Epistle to the Corinthians) 6, in PG 1:335-38; 
Justin, Apologia pro Christianis (Apology) II, 7 and 11, in PG 6:456-63; 
Constitutiones Apostolicae (Apostolic Constitutions) VII, 1, in PG 1:995; 
Ignatius, Epistola ad Ephesios (Epistle to the Ephesians) 11, in PG 5:653-
54; Barnabas, Epistola Catholica (Catholic Epistle) 18-20, in PG 2:775-80; 
1 Enoch 94:1; 92:4-5, and in numerous logia of Jesus. It also turns 
up in the Classical writers, e.g., Xenophon, Memorabilia II, 1, 21-23; 
Dio Chrysostom, Orationes I, 66-67.

23. For a discourse on the Way of Light, IQS 4:2-8. See Sverre 
Aalen, Die Begriffe "Licht" und "Finsternis" im Alten Testament, im 
Spdtjudentum und im Rabbinismus (Oslo: Dybwab, 1951).

24. IQS 5:4-5.
25. Ibid., 3:21-23.
26. Ibid., 4:19.
27. Ibid., 5:6-7.
28. Ibid., 8:10.
29. Ibid., 5:10-12.
30. TB, Shabbath II, 6, 33a (1:530).
31. Ibid., V, 4, 55a (1:596).
32. Ibid., IX, 4, 88b (1:6’7): "In the hour in which Israel said: We 

will do it (i.e., keep the Law), and we will obey! sixty myriads of 
ministering angels descended and wove for every Israelite two 
crowns, one for 'doings and the other for 'obeyng.' But when the 
Israelites later sinned, one-hundred-twenty myriads of angels came 
down and took the crowns back againl” Crowns are a familiar property 
of early Christian imagery, especially apocalyptic. The doctrine of 
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lost glory is much emphasized by all the so-called Apostolic Fathers, 
who harp on the theme: "If the angels kept not their first estate," 
how can men expect to be secure?

33. This idea figures in the discussion of the Essene point of view 
by Frank M. Cross, "The Essenes and Their Master," Christian Century 
72 (17 August 1955), 945. See IQS 9:11. A Catholic editor of apoc-
ryphal writings notes that "one hardly knows whether the Christ is 
to come before or after the end of the world. It seems that Jesus must 
come first to the just alone, for they alone will recognize his token, 
which the wicked will not recognize." At a later time he will come 
in clouds of glory to judgment. L. Gurrrlrt, "Le testament en Galilee 
de notre-Seigneur Jdsus-Clhrist," in PO 9:151.

34. IQS 2:19.
35. IQS 4:19; Didache 16:3-6; Hermae Pastor (Shepherd of Hermas), 

Visio (Visions) 2, 2-4, in PG 2:898-99; Similitudo (Similitudes) 3 and 4, 
in PG 2:956-57.

36. All details in Gunkel, Zum religionsgeschichtlichen Verstandnis 
des Neuen Testaments, esp. 51-55; Charles, "Apocalyptic Literature," 
170.

Chapter 17: A Strange Order of Battle
1. Johannes Pedersen, Israel (London: Oxford University Press, 

1926), 227.
2. A partial translation of the text may be found in Millar Burrows, 

The Dead Sea Scrolls (New York: Viking, 1955), 390-99, and in Andr£ 
Dupont-Sommer, The Dead Sea Scrolls, tr. E. Margaret Rowley (New 
York: Macmillan, 1952), 79-84. Eleasar L. Sukenik, The Dead Sea Scrolls 
of the Hebrew University (Jerusalem: Hebrew University, 1955) is the 
original text with photographs. For complete translation and com-
mentary, J. van der Ploeg. "La rdgle de la guerre," Vetus Testamentum 
5 (1955): 373-420.

3. Harold H. Rowley, The Zadokite Fragment and the Dead Sea Scrolls 
(Oxford: Blackwell, 1952), 19; Dupont-Sommer, The Dead Sea Scrolls, 
79-82. Gerhard von Rad, Der Heilige Krieg im alten Israel (Gottingen: 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1952), 14-33, finds that the ritual practices 
were used in real war in the period between Deborah and Saul.

4. These and many other titles may be found in Burrows, The 
Dead Sea Scrolls, 392.

5. Ibid., 392.
6. Ibid., 393-94. Dupont-Sommer, The Dead Sea Scrolls, 79-82.
7. The rite is mentioned in Vamo, On the Latin Language V, 15,25; 

Livy, History I, 32; IV, 30; Cicero, De Legibus II, 9.
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8. Burrows, The Dead Sea Scrolls, 395.
9. Dupont-Sommer, The Dead Sea Scrolls, 82, 79.
10. Ibid., 81.
11. Burrows, The Dead Sea Scrolls, 397. Dupont-Sommer, The Dead 

Sea Scrolls, 83. Typical "Asiatic" sentiments in the hymn are: "A 
multitude of cattle in Thine estates, silver and gold and precious 
stones in Thy palaces! . . . Open [Thy] gat[es] for ever, to bring the 
riches of the nations into Thy dwelling! And may their kings serve 
Thee, and may all Thine oppressors prostrate themselves before 
Thee, and may they lick [the dust] from Thy feet!"

12. Thus Lucetta Mowry, "The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Back-
ground for the Gospel of John," BA 17 (1954): 78-97.

13. For an extensive bibliography of works dealing with this 
theme, see Carl Clemen, Primitive Christianity and Its Non- Jewish 
Sources (Edinburgh: Clark, 1912), 153-55, 161, 164- 66, 174; Wilhelm 
Bousset, Hauptprobleme der Gnosis, (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ru-
precht, 1907)', 57, 39-41, 114- 19, 55-57, 144, 148, 38; and Wilhelm 
Bousset, Die Religion des Judentums im spdthellenistischen Zeitalter (Tub-
ingen: Mohr, 1926; reprinted Tubingen: Mohr, 1966), 478-82, 487, 
506-16; Eduard Meyer, Ursprung und Anfdnge des Christentums (Stutt-
gart: Cotta, 1923; reprinted Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchge- 
sellschaft, 1962), 2:58,85,128- 36; Alexandre Moret, Histoire de I'Orient 
(Paris: Presses Universitaires, 1929), 2:782-84.

14. The story is told in Clement Huart and Louis Delaporte, LTran 
Antique (Paris: Michel, 1952), 454-55; A. J. Carnoy, Indian/Iranian My-
thology vol. 6 of The Mythology of all Races (Boston: Jones, 1917), 320-
24; cf. Chantepie de la Saussaye, Lehrbuch der Religionsgeschichte (Tub-
ingen: Mohr, 1905), 2:213-15. The banner is discussed in sources 
given in Arthur Christensen, Die Iranier (Munich: Beck, 1933), 277.

15. If the expression "Title of Liberty" should seem to the casual 
reader to have a peculiarly modern and even American ring, he 
should be reminded that the liberty theme is extremely prominent 
among the ancient Jews. Thus Josephus, Antiquities IV, 6, 11, de-
scribes Zimri as saying to Moses: "Thou deprivest us of the sweetness 
of life, which consists in acting according to our own wills, and is 
the right of free-men, and of those who have no lord over them." 
The Greeks and Romans were constantly harping on the theme of 
liberty in the strictly modern sense, and indeed we have borrowed 
the word directly from them. The Ancients actually have a good deal 
more to say about liberty than we do, and it is from them that our 
Founding Fathers took many of their political ideas, that of the sweet-
ness of liberty being one among them.
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16. Thadabi, Qisas al-Anbiya' (Cairo: Mustafa al-Babi al- Halabi wa- 
Awladuhu, 1314 A.H.), 80-81.

17. Ibid., 96.

Chapter 18: Life in the Desert
1. Georg Ebers, Agyptische Studien und Verwandtes (Stuttgart: 

Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, 1900), 315-16.
2. "Behold the wretched Aamu, toilsome is the land wherein he 

is, [a land] troubled with water, [made] difficult by many trees, its 
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31. "We find that the Rss Shamra festivals exhibit that same 'ritual 
pattern' which has been detected also in Babylonian snd Isrselitic 
cultus, and which has been postulated, by Professor S. H. Hooke 
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12. Ibid., 11.
13. W. B. Kristensen, De Slangenstaf en het Sprackvermogen van Mozes 

en Aaron, Mededelingen der koninklijke Nederlandae Akademie van 
Wetenschappen, n.s. 16, no. 14 (Amsterdam: Noord-Hollandsche 
Vitg. Mij., 1953), 2.

14. Wilhelm Spiegelberg, "Der Stabkultus bei den Aegyptern," 
Recueil de Travaux 25 (1903): 184-90.



508 Note s

15. Widengren, Ascensio Isaiah, 9; Kristensen, De Slangenstaf en het 
Sprackvermogen van Mozes en Aaron, 7-8.

16. Stewart Culin, "Chess and Playing Cards," in the Report for 
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29. Hermann Ksss , Agypten (Munich: Beck, 1933), 172-85. This is 

the most authoritative work to date on Egyptian economy and pol-
itics.

30. Ether 2:16; 6:7. Discussed in Nibley, "There Were Jaredites: 
The Babylonian Background," 566-67,602, reprinted in CWHN 5:360-
64.

31. Ibid., 566; CWHN 5:360. A long and valuable Babylonian ac-
count of the building of the ark was copied very badly many years 
ago by George Smith; the original has vanished, but the text has 
been carefully studied with an eye to reconstruct the boat, by Paul 
Haupt, "The Ship of the Babylonian Noah," Beitrdge zur Assyriologie 
und Semitischen Sprachwissenschaft 10 (1927), pt. 2, pp. 1-30. All the 
main features of the prehistoric Maghur-boats seem to have survived 
in some of the huge river-craft still found on the streams of southeast 
Asia, to judge by the material in James Hornell, "Primitive Types of 
Water Transport in Asia: Distribution and Origins,' JRAS (1946), 124-
141; especially pl. 14, fig. 2, looks like a typical maghur-boat. Speaking 
of the most "primitive" boats, Carleton S. Coon, The Story of Man 
(New York: Knopf, 1954), 162, writes: "Dogs howled, pigs grunted, 
and cocks crowed on these seagoing barnyards.' The idea that the 
oldest boats might have been built for the specific purpose of trans-
porting large numbers of animals strikes any reader as strange at 
first, yet there is ample evidence now that such was the case.

32. H. Freedman & Maurice Simon, trs., Midrash Rabbah, 10 vols. 
(London: Soncino, 1939), 1:244.

33. Sources for the statements that follow are given in Nibley, 
"There Were Jaredites: The Babylonian Badqgrjund," 567, 602, and 
"There Were Jarsditss: The Shining Stones," IE 59 (September 1956): 
630-32, 672-75, reprinted in the notes for CWHN 5:434-36.

34. Talmud Jerushalmi, Pesahim I, i, cited in Eugene Mangenot, 
"Arch£ de Noe," in Fulcran G. Vigouroux, Dictionnaire de la Bible, 5 
vols. (Paris: Letouzey et Ane, 1894), col. 924.



514 Not es

Chapter 26: Strange Ships and Shining Stones
1. John C. Bennett, History of the Saints (Boston: Leland & Whiting, 
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1. On the little understood paradox of good men as false prophets, 

see Hugh W. Nibley, The World and the Prophets (Salt Lake City: 
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