Roman Lands

Explanation

The empire of the Romans encompassed the Mediterranean and the surrounding areas
in Europe, western Asia, and North Africa. The empire was divided for administrative
purposes into provinces. In New Testament times during the reign of Augustus, the empire
had achieved boundaries consistent with the natural geography of the lands surrounding the
Mediterranean. Britain and Thrace were added as provinces under Claudius and the territory
of the empire reached its fullest extent with Trajan’s additions of Dacia and the eastern
provinces of Armenia, Assyria, and Mesopotamia.

The boundaries of the empire were protected by the Roman legions. Augustus stationed
them in more or less permanent quarters in the provinces bordering the frontier. The indi-
vidual legions and the provinces where they were quartered are listed on the opposite page.
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- At the death of Augustus, A.D. 14

- Additions between Augustus and Trajan, A.D. 14-98

Additions under Trajan A.D. 98-116
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