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NAME OF THE CHURCH

The name The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints was given by the Lord in revelation to
Joseph smrri on April 26, 1838 (D&C 115:4). The
Church had been known as The Church of Christ
from 1830 to 1834 (D&C 20:1); The Church of the
Latter Day Saints in 1834; and The Church of
Christ of Latter Day Saints from 1836 to 1838. The
Church is commonly, but unofficially, referred to
today as the Mormon Church and its members as
Mormons because of their belief in the Book of
Mormon. But the use of the term “Mormon” to
refer to the Church is unsatisfactory from the point
of view of Church members because it does not
convey the conviction that Jesus Christ is the head
of the Church and that members strive to live
Christian lives. In the Book of Mormon, Christ’s
disciples asked him, “Tell us the name whereby we
shall call this church” (3 Ne. 27:3). He answered,
“How be it my church save it be called in my
name? For if a church be called in Moses’ name
then it be Moses™ church, or if it be called in the
name of a man then it be the church of a man; but if
it be called in my name then it is my church, ifit so
be that they are built upon my gospel” (3 Ne.
27:8). By implication, calling the Church by the
name Mormon would make it Mormon’s Church.
While most Church members are not offended by
the title Mormon, they prefer the name that prop-

erly underscores their relationship to Christ.

Members of the Church are often referred to
as SAINTS, meaning men and women who are com-
mitted to live in accordance with the gospel. The
New Testament similarly refers to followers of
Christ as saints. The term “Latter-day” comes from
the belief that the world is passing through the last
days prior to the second coming of Christ.
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NAME EXTRACTION PROGRAM

Name extraction programs sponsored by the L.DS
Church are based upon the doctrine of SALVATION
OF THE DEAD. Names, dates, and places are the
key elements in precisely identifying individual
ancestors. Name extraction consists of systemati-
cally transcribing this information from original
vital records. Church members perform TEMPLE
ORDINANCES for those whose names have been
thus identified.
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