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1538 & “VOICE FROM THE DUST "

used terms in favor of coining a new word, borrow-
ing the English word, or reviving an archaic term.

Because of the worldwide missionary program
of the Church and the immigration of converts
from many lands to the United States, there is a
high level of language-consciousness among
Church members. Brigham Young University has
among its 27,000 students an unusually high per-
centage (up to one-third) who speak and read lan-
guages learned during missionary service. The
“gift of tongues” is often spoken of in reference to
missionaries” ability to learn languages rapidly, al-
though the term is also used in reference to biblical
modes of speaking in tongues and interpretation of
tongues (cf. D&C 46:24-25).

Since its organization in 1973, the Deseret
Language and Linguistics Society has solicited
papers for its annual symposium on all aspects of
LDS language, and a selection of these papers has
been published annually since 1974.
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ROBERT W. BLAIR

“VOICE FROM THE DUST”

For Latter-day Saints, the phrase “voice from the
dust” speaks of the coming-forth of the Bookx or
MORMON (cf. 2 Ne. 25:18; 26:16), which was trans-
lated from metal PLATES buried in the ground for
fourteen centuries. As early as Joseph smrtH, LDS
leaders have consistently indicated that this phrase
applies to the Book of Mormon (PJS, p. 307;
Hinckley, p. 10). This distinctive phrase and oth-
ers like it usually appear in a context that speaks of
the need for repentance and of an accompanying
VOICE OF WARNING that will “whisper out of the
dust” (Isa. 29:4).

Latter-day Saints believe prophets foresaw
that in the latter days a book, a companion to the
Bible, would come forth as another testament of

Jesus Christ (Ezek. 37:15-19; 2 Ne. 29:1-14). This
other testament is the Book of Mormon. The Lord
foretold the coming-forth of such a record to
ENOCH: “And righteousness will I send down out of
heaven; and truth will I send forth out of the earth,
to bear testimony of mine Only Begotten” (Moses
7:62; cf. Ps. 85:11; TP[S, p. 98). According to the
Book of Mormon, JOoSEPH OF EGYPT also prophe-
sied that one of his descendants would write words
from the Lord that “shall cry from the dust; yea,
even repentance unto their brethren, even after
many generations have gone by them” (2 Ne. 3:18—
20; cf. 33:13; Morm. 8:16, 23, 26; Moro. 10:27).
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WILLIAM SHEFFIELD

VOICE OF WARNING

The concept of a divine warning is part of the
Judeo-Christian tradition and is a primary focus in
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Section 1 of the Doctrine and Covenants, which by
revelation is designated as a preface (verse 6), pro-
claims the voice of warning to be an essential
thrust of the restored gospel of Jesus Christ: “And
the voice of warning shall be unto all people, by
the mouths of my disciples, whom I have chosen in
these last days™ (verse 4). The gospel of Jesus
Christ is by nature a voice of warning because it
calls people to repentance.

In LDS theology the voice of warning has four
components: (1) deity, who originates the message;
(2) the message, which is the gospel of Jesus
Christ; (3) an authorized messenger, who delivers
the message; and (4) mankind, to whom the mes-
sage is delivered.

The voice is the voice of God, whether by his
Spirit (D&C 88:66), his servants (D&C 1:38), or
inspired writings (2 Ne. 33:13-15). The warning is
for mankind to prepare by repentance for the great
day of the Lord (D&C 1:11-12). The warning voice
is a proclamation of revealed truth to the inhabit-
ants of the earth so “that all that will hear may
hear” (D&C 1:11). Eventually all will be per-
suaded or left without just excuse (D&C 88:81-82;
101:91-93; 124:3-10).





