Section 34

“The greatest desire of my heart,” wrote Orson Pratt of his youth, “was for the Lord to
manifest his will concerning me.” In the fall of 1829, eighteen-year-old Orson “began
to pray very fervently, repenting of every sin.” Soon two elders, including his older
brother Parley, came to his upstate New York neighborhood with the restored gospel
and baptized Orson on his nineteenth birthday. “I traveled westward over two
hundred miles to see Joseph Smith, the Prophet,” Orson recounted. He found Joseph

in Fayette at the Whitmer home, where he asked Joseph for a revelation.!

“T well recollect the feelings of my heart at the time,” Orson said many years later.
Joseph “retired into the chamber of old Father Whitmer, in the house where this
Church was organized in 1830.” Joseph asked Orson and John Whitmer to join him
upstairs, where he got his seer stone, put it into a hat, and asked Orson to write what
he would say. Orson felt inexperienced and unworthy and asked if John could write,

and the prophet said he could.2
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Section 34

Orson remembered how

the Lord in that revelation, which is published here in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants, made a promise which to me, when I was
in my youth, seemed to be almost too great for a person of as humble
origin as myself ever to attain to. After telling in the revelation that
the great day of the Lord was at hand, and calling upon me to lift up
my voice among the people, to call upon them to repent and prepare
the way of the Lord, and that the time was near when the heavens
should be shaken, when the earth should tremble, when the stars
should refuse their shining, and when great destructions awaited the
wicked, the Lord said to your humble servant—“Lift up your voice
and prophesy, and it shall be given by the power of the Holy Ghost.”
This was a particular point in the revelation that seemed to me too

great for me ever to attain to, and yet there was a positive command
that I should do it.3

The Lord chose Orson as an apostle in 1835 at age twenty-three. As commanded in
his youth in Section 34, he lifted up his voice long and loud and cried repentance to a
crooked generation until he died an old man in 1881. Brigham Young said of Orson,
“If you were to chop up Elder Pratt into inch-square pieces, each piece would cry out,

‘Mormonism is true.”4
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