Section 9

Cross reference Section 8

Oliver couldn’t translate. Why not, after the Lord had said he could? He wanted to
know, and the Lord answered him in section 9.! Oliver did not understand what it
took to translate by the gift and power of God, and the only way he was going to gain
understanding was to try it. He made a start but could not continue.

His efforts were undermined by his assumption that all he had to do was ask and the
Lord would do the rest. Not so, the Lord explained. Oliver learned a lesson about
revelation that is best understood through experience. Revelation is an active, not
passive, process, requiring a combination of spiritual sensitivity and intellectual
exertion. Before Oliver arrived on the scene, Joseph had also struggled to learn the
process of revelation. Joseph worked hard to translate, to tap the gift and power of
God. As a result of Oliver’s failure to translate and the Lord's explanation, Oliver
gained respect for Joseph's gift that he would never lose and knowledge about the

process of revelation that he would never forget.2

1 “Revelation Book 1,” p. 14, The Joseph Smith Papers, accessed July 22, 2020.

2 Qliver Cowdery, Norton, OH, to William W. Phelps, September 7, 1834, LDS Messenger and
Advocate, October 1834, 1:14.
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Section 9

" ' (;{ ///V//(//////?/( Pl z//uz

B A r.uei"s“_ a./t /z:f A /r{t_’ firdd /:'rf.'r(.-f b

Arioge e Leadert iodi -E.- e /- it s ddat A Frad s
g i
u.:f_' Pl fA
r i * : 3 F ¥ 3 g Ay
1. ¥ L e PP IE Y PPNRET g e N .--""'Ir BT W T "“(j{w"{ '5:‘%?
7 Ty AL ¥
,.-“‘f(,?, e s zeeide itaca azn Frn Lo toten 28 R #a 'y T
¥ L : ’ Fiohity °'fd‘-"" c
Ceseof il Lo decoraimy Co THad cenfleck ‘sf—f Tedioca ~F 1le & uiv
ARG G G g PP L apna’ qj/q'.--q'-{',-a-/ ﬁ,',ul()p‘l.,z i ey ..uf;f
(.:l(:.i_.f__(“ _ -f.r‘l [ S e N ety gL P | ‘rl'.'. o gt AL 1..'-: &
'y
g & - i i ’ 3
TR A eis T .-( . //;.@: Lf il e FrETE L, el X Aoy e

- ; L
btsr M verras Somone o7 TRV S ppid A Gt el piralo <o peg /.’-h-t’-“
FErE

. ; 3 | : .
-{r.{f ptater {j{u‘f- Lo '_{"'/?.f:'u'r'ﬂd{-\. i /'fﬁl- ¢ --_ R J L

Original manuscript of revelation now known as Doctrine and Covenants 9. Image via Joseph
Smith Papers.

The process of revelation is usually learned after wrestling with it for a while, gaining
experience with how it feels in both the heart and the mind and then applying it, as
the Lord told Oliver to do in Section 8. This revealed recipe for receiving revelation is
all contrary to the common refrain “just pray about it.” Revelation seldom comes so
cheaply. The Lord promised Oliver other opportunities to translate later, but for now
he was to finish what he had started: scribing the Book of Mormon. Oliver was faithful
to that charge, as the manuscripts in his handwriting attest.? Years later he testified,
“That book is true. Sidney Rigdon did not write it. Mr Spaulding did not write it. I
wrote 1t myself as it fell from the lips of the prophet.”4

3 Printer’s Manuscript of the Book of Mormon, circa August 1829-circa January 1830. Book of Mormon
Original Manuscript (1829).

4 See Reuben Miller’s journal, 1848-1849, Church History Library, MS 1392.
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	Section 9
	—

