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siding High Priest of the church, and the people 
chose hi111 for their first chief judge. 1'he church, 
the records, the 11atio111 all being thus provided for, 
l\Iosiah passed away to the joys of eternity. He was 
sixty-three years old, a11d he had ruled his people in 
right�ous11ess th1rty-three years. \Vhen he passed 
away 110 fierce convulsions wrecked the ship of state, 
the political at111osphere was calt11 1 the people j oyfully 
ass11111ed their new responsibilities, and the first of the 
judges succeeded the last of the kings without causing 
one disturbing wave on the placid ,,raters of the national 
life. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

THE l\IISSIOX OF THE SONS OF l\IOSIAH TO THE LAl\1AN­
ITES- THEIR JOl'RXEY I� THE \\°ILDERNESS- Al\Il\ION 
BROCGHT BEFORE KING LAMO�I-THE CONFLICT AT 
THE \\'ATERS OF SEneS-THE l\IIRACFLOl'S CON\'ER­
SION OF LA::.\[O�I AND HIS F,UIIJ.,Y -ABISH THE ,VAIT­
IKG WO::\IA:N. 

BEFORE we take up the history of the Nephites1 

during the reigns of t,heir judges, we will follow 
the sons of 1Iosiah and their brethren to the land of 
Nephi, on the perilous 111issio11 that they had 1111der­
take11 1 to convert the La111anites. The 11a111es of the 
fonr sons of l\Iosiah were Aaron, A111111011, Omner and 
Him11i ; amongst their co111panions were 1 1  uloki and 
Annnah. 

These all took their journey into the southern 
wilderness during the last year of �Iosiah's re1g11, 
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or B. C. 9 r .  They carried \\·ith the111 th eir bows and 
arrows and other weapons, not to wage "·ar but to kill 
game for their food in the wilderness. 'fheir journey 
was a tedious one ; they lost their way and ahnost lost 
heart, and indeed were on the point of returning when 
they receiYed diYine assurance of their ultiniate suc­
cess. Nei,;ed by this assurance, and ,vith much fast­
ing and prayer, they continued their wanderings, and 
before lo_ng reached the borders of the Lamanites. 
Connnending the111selyes to God they here separated, 
each one trusting to the Lord to guide then1 to the 
places where he could best accon1plish the purposes of 
hea,·en. 

Annnon entered the La111anite territory at a land 
called Ish111ael. Here Lamoni was the chief ruler, 
nuder his father, who was king of all the La1na11ites. 
A1n111011 was no sooner discoyered than he was taken, 
bonnd with cords and conducted into the presence of 
La111011i. It was the cnsto111 of the La111anites to so use 
every Nephite they captured, and it rested with the 
whi111 of the king whether the captiYe be slain, impris­
oned or sent ont of the country. The king's will and 
pleasure were the only law on such 111atters. 

Through God's grace, A1111non found fayor in the 
eyes of La111oni, and, learning that it was his desire to 
reside a111011gst the Lmnanites, the king offered hi111 
one of his daughters to wife. A111111011 courteously 
declined this i11tended honor and begged to be accepted 
as one of the king's sen·ants, which arrange111ent 
pleased La111oni, and An1111011 was placed in that part of 
the royal household that had charge of the 111onarch 's 
floe ks and herds. 

A glance at Lama11ite society may not here be out 
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of place. I t  would appear that in Lamoni's days the 
will of the so,·ereign was the la\\· of the laud. 'fhe 
king's power over the li,·es and property of his subjects 
was unlimited. \\1e read of 110 constitutions that pre­
scribed or li111ited his authority. 'The 111ore degraded 
portions of the race wandered in the Yast wilderness, 
dwelling in tents, and subsisting on what they stole or 
killed in  the chase. 'rhe more ci,·ilized Lanrnnitcs 
resided in cities, were wealthy in cattle, and fol_lowed the
occn ptions general a111011g senii-ch·ilized races. 

Lanioni was rich in flocks and herds, probably 
the results of the taxation of the people, but eyeu the 
king's property was not secure fro1n theft. lliarancling 
bands would watch for his 1111111erous cattle as they 
approached their watering places. 1�hen with yell 
and prolonged shout they would sta111pede the herds 
and drive away all they could beyond the reach of 
the king's servants. These would gather ttp what 
few animals, if any, they found, and return to the king 
i11 the full expecta11cy of being 111ade to pay for the loss 
by the forfeit of their Jiyes. 'fhey were seld0111 disap­
pointed, for Lan1011i or some of his predecessors had 
estabishecl a s0111ewhat 1111iqne cri111i11al code with 
regard to stealing the royal cattle. ,.fhey had adopted 
the idea that it was easier and cheaper to 11iake the 
herds111en responsible for the losses and p1111ish the111 
therefor, tha11 to hunt ont a11d captnre the thieYes. 
It  had at least 011e virtue, it prevented col111sio11 between
the robbers and the sen·ants ; bnt it proclnced mnch 
dissatisfaction a111011g La111011i's subjects. 

On the third clay of A111mo11 's sen·ice, one of 
these raids was 111ade 011 the king's cattle as they were 
being taken to the waters of Sebns, the common water-
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ing place. The cattle fled in all directions, and the 
dispirited sen·ants, with the fear of death before their 
eyes, sat down and wept instead of atten1pting to stop 
the111. Ann11011 perceiYed that this was his opportunity. 
He first reasoned with the servants, then encouraged 
the111, and ha,·ing sufficiently aroused their feelings, he 
led tbe111 in the atte111pt to head off the flying herds. 
\Vith n111ch exertion they succeeded. The cattle were 
all gathered, bnt the robbers still waited at the water­
ing place to renew the attack when they drew near 
enough. A111111011 perceiving this, placed the servants 
at various points on the outside of the flocks and hi111-
self went forward to contend with the robbers. Though 
they were 111any, he knew that he was 111ore powerful 
than them all, for God was with hi111 . The idea of one 
111a11 withstanding so niany was supre1nely ridicn]ons 
to the robbers. But as one after another fell before his 
unerriug ai111, they were astonished, and dreaded hi111 
as s0111ethi11g 1110re than human. Enraged at the loss 
of six of their 11n111ber they rushed upon hin1 i n  a body, 
detennined to crush him with their clubs. A111111011, 
undaunted, drew his sword and awaited the onslaught. 
Their leader fel l  dead at his feet, and as oue after 
another raised their clubs, A1111non struck off their 
anus until none dared to approach hi111, but instead re­
treated afar off. 

I t  was a strange procession that returned to the 
palace. The fears of the herdsmen had been turned to 
j oy,  and they 111arched in trin111ph into the presence of 
the king, with the arms of the robbers as testi111011ies of 
the truth of the story of Am1no11's pro\vess. Doubt­
less they did not di111inish the telling points in the 
narrative ; the 11 u111bers of the band, the courage and 
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strength of the :Nephite, \\ere each dilated upon with 
the vividness of superstitions i111aginatio11. \Vhcn the 
king · had heard their man·elons story his heart was 
troubled, and he came to the conc1usion that A111mo11 
must be the Great Spirit, of whose existence he had 
an u11defi11ed idea. H e  trembled at the thought that 
perhaps this Spirit had come to punish lti111 because of 
the 11u1nber of his sen·ants whon1 he had slain for per-
mitting his cattle to be stolen. 

· 

Notwithstanding his 1nisgivings, La1noni desired 
to see An1111011, who, acting as though nothing par­
ticular had happened, was p1·eparing the king's horses 
and chariots, as the servants had been directed. \\Then
he entered the royal presence, the king \\'as too 111nch 
filled with e1notion to speak to hi111. � lore than once 
A111111011 drew to the king's attention that he stood 
before him, as he had been requested, and wished to 
kno\\' what were his comtnands. But he elicited 
110 response. At last, perceiYing the 111011arch 's 
thoughts, he began to question Lan1011i regarding 
sacred things, and afterwards to expound to hi111 the 
principles of life and sah·ation. La1noni listened and 
believed. He was conscience-stricken, a11d with all the 
strength of his new-born faith, he hn111bly begged that 
the Lord would shew that sa111e 111ercy to h in1 and to 
his people that he had shewn to the Neµhites. O,·er­
co111e with the i11te11sity of his feelings he sank to the 
earth as in a trance. In this state he was carried to 
his wife, who with her children anxiously watched 
o,·er him for two clays and t\\'o nights, a\\'aiti11g his 
return to couscions11css. 'fherc was great di\'ersity 
of opinion an1011g his retainers as to what troubled the 
king. So111c said the power of the Great Spirit was 
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upon hin1, others that an evil power possessed hin1, yet 
others asserted that he was dead, and with rc111arkab1 e 
acuteness of sn1ell affirmed, H e  stinketh. At the end of 
this· ti111e they had resolved to lay hin1 away in the 
sepulchre, when the queen sent for A111111011 and plead 
with hi111 in her husband's behalf. An1111011 gave her 
the joyful assurance, H e  is not dead, but sleepeth in 
God, and to-111orrow he shall rise again .  Then he 
added, Believest thou this?  She answered, I have no 
witness, save thy word and the word of our sen"ants, 
nevertheless I believe it shall be according as thou hast 
said. Then Ammon blessed her, and told her there 
had not been such great faith a111ong a1 1 the people of 
the Nephites. 

So the queen lovingly continued her watch by the 
bed of her husband until the appointed hour. La111oni 
then arose, as A111111011 had. foretold. His soul was filled 
with hea,·enly joy. His first words were of praise to 
God, his next were blessings on his faithful wife whose 
faith he felt or knew. He testified to the coining  of 
the Redeen1er, of whose greatness, glory, power and 
1nercy he had learned while in the spirit. His body 
was too weak for the rea1ities of eternity that :fi1led his 
heart. Again he sank overpowered to the earth, and 
the same spirit overca111e his wife also. An1111011 's 
rejoicing heart swel1ed within hin1 as he heard and wit­
nessed these things. H e  fell on his  knees and poured 
out his soul in  praise and thanksgi,·ing until he also 
could not contain the brightness of the glory, the c0111-
pleteness of the j oy that overwhel111ed hi1n. Uncon­
scious of all earthly things he sank beside the royal pair. 
The sa111e spirit of u11111easured j oy then fell upon all 
present and with the same results. There was but ,, 
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one  exception. a Lamauitish waiting \\'Otnan named
Abish, who 111any years before had been co1n·erted
to the Lord, but kept the secret in her own boso111.
She co1nprehended the why and wherefore of this
strange scene. She saw the workings of the Al111ighty
through which the n11tntored 111i11ds of the La111 auites
conld be brought to an understanding of the plan of
salYation. Fro111 house to house she went, calling the
people to witness what had occurred in the palace. They
gathered at her call, but as 111ight naturally be expected
their impressions were Yery conflicting. S0111e said one
thing, so111e another; some argued for good, so111e for
eYil ; to son1e, A1111non was a god, to others, a de111011.
One 1nan, who had had a brother slain at the waters of
Sebns, drew his sword and atte111pted to slay A111111011,
bnt was struck dead by an unseen power before he
could carry his rash intent into aclion. So fierce was
the contention, so angy grew the controYersy, that
Abish, fearing greater trouble, by an inspiration took
hold of the hand of the queen, ,d10 thereupon rose to
her feet. The queen's first thought was of her hnsband.
She took his hand and raised hi111 up, and ere long all
who had been reposing in the spirit stood upon their
feet. The king, the queen, the sen·ants, all rejoiced
with j oy unspeakable. They all bore testi111011y to
God's abundant love and goodness, and so111e declared
that holy angels had ,·isited thc111. Still the contention
"�as not entirely appeased until La111oni stood forth
and explained to the111 the di,·ine 111ysterics of which
they were so ignorant. }\fany belieYed, others did not,
but A111111011 had the indescribable happiness of shortly
after establishing a church to the Lord i11 the midst of
the people of the laud of Ishmael. A111111011 1s h u 111ili ty,
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faith and patieuce were bringing forth their fruit ; while 
his soul gathered faith and strength in the fulfilment 
of the pro111ises of the great Jehovah in answer to the 
pleadings of his faithful, loYing father. 

CHAPTER XX. 

A::.\DIOX AXD LA::.\IOXI START FOR THE LAXD OF ::.\IIDDONI­
THEY ::.\IEET THE OLD KING-HIS RAGE A T  SEEIXG . 
A:\Diox...:...nE EXDEA \'ORS TO KILL HIS SOX-AA ROX AXD 
HIS RRETHREX LIBERATED-A SKETCH OF THEIR 
LABORS AXD SCFFERIXGS- THE COXYERSIOX OP 
L-\:\IOXI'S FATHER AXD HIS HOCSEHOLD. 

vVHEN the church \\"aS satisfactorily established in 
the land of Ish111ael , La111011 i arranged to pay a 

,,isit to his father, the great king iu the land of Nephi, to 
who111 he was desirous of introducing A111111011. Ho"·­
ever, the voice of the Lord warned his servant not to go, 
but instead therof to proceed to· the land of �Iiddoni, 
where his brother Aaron and other 111issionaries \Yere 
suffering in prison. \Vhen La111oni heard of A111111011 's 
intention, and the canse thereof, he decided to acco111-
pany hin1. He felt that he conld be of sen ·ice in 
deli,·ering the prisoners, as A11tio111110, the king of 
l\liddoni, was one of his special friends, and likely to 
grant any favor he 111ight ask. They accordingly 
started on their errand of 1nercy, but on their way were 
surprised to 111eet La111011i's father, who grew exceed­
ingly angry \\ ·hen he fonnd A111111011 in the company of  




