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selves, and they became weak like unto the Lainanties,
man for man. When war was declared, the latter,
being mmch the more numerous, carried everything
before them. In vain the Nephites struggled for their
homes and their liberties. ‘They were forced back by
the hordes of the Lainanites from city to city, front land
to land. Manti, Gideon, Cumeni, Moroni, and even
Zarahemla fell. Nor did the war end when the blood-
thirsty Lamanites held high carnival in the midst of its
towers and palaces. Omnward swept the mvading host;
backward fled the defenders of the commonwealth,
and backward they continued until every town and
city, every tower and fort, from Melek to Moromi, from
Manti to Bountiful, were filled with the savage, half-
disciplined, dark-skinned warriors of. Laman. Not a
place could be found in the whole southern continent
where the soldiers of the Nephites successfully held
their ground. Zarahemla, with its hallowed associa-
tions, 1ts glorious temples, where the daily sacrifice was
unceasingly offered, its proud palaces, its luxurious
homes, its courts of justice, where the chief judge sat
in the magnificence of almost kingly authority to
administer the law—this their queen city, the seat of
their government, the centre of their civilization, the
home of their highest priesthood, was 1n the hands of
their merciless, vandal-like foes. Nor had the danger
stopped ; with hurried hands the Nephites built a line
of defence across the Isthmus of Panama from sea to
sea, for the ummunbered hosts of their conquerors were
still pushing forward. This line of fortifications was
effeCtual; 1t stopped the roll of the barbaric tide north-
ward, and the Lamanite commmanders rested with the
possession of a continent.
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In this war the Nephite dissenters took aétive part
against their white brethren, and to this fa&, in part,
may be attributed the sudden success that shone on the
Lamanite arms. But little by little in succeeding years
the half repentant Nephites regained their lost ground,
until (B. C. 31) the most northerly half of their pos-
sessions had again fallen into their hands; bhut because
of their only partial repentance, their leaders had not
strength to lead them further, and Zarahemla still
remained in the hands of the warriors.of Laman.

When Nephi retired from the judgment seat it
was with the intention of devoting his entire tume to
the preaching of the gospel. He associated his brother
Lehi with him, and connmencing at the most northerly
settlement on the southern continent, Bountiful, he
journeyed and preached throughout all the land south-
ward in the possession of the Nephites. From thence
the two brothers passed onwards to Zaraheinla, where
they found many Nephite dissenters, to whom they
proclanned the word of God in great power. Numbers
of these confessed their sins, were baptized unto repent-
ance, and innnediately returned to their brethren to
repair, if possible, the wrongs they had done, and make
such restitution as lay i1n their power.

Numbers of the Lamanites also received the truth
gladly, insomuch that eight thousand of that race were
baptized in Zarahemla and the regions round about.

FFrom Zarahemla the prophets proceeded to the
Lamanite capital in the land of Nephi, where yet
mightier power attended themi. ‘T'he voice of God
from heaven sustained their testnnony; angels minis-
tered to the people who assembled to see them; neither
prisons, nor chains, uor bonds could restrain or hold
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them, and they accoinplished an ever blessed and
marvelous work amongst the benighted children of
Laman (B. C. 30). God’s power was manifested at
these times in mercy to the darkened condition of the
minds of the Lamanites, when only extraordinary mani-
festations of his divine goodness could reach their
hearts. They had no records to which they could appeal,
and all their traditions were opposed to the Holy Being
whose message of eternal joy the Nephite prophets
bore. Thus 1n their weakness they were strengthened
by signs and wonders which a people better educated in
the things of God could with butill grace claim.

The story of the immistration of Nephi and Lelui
in the land of Nephi is of the deepest interest. When
they reached its chief city they were thrust into that
same prison into which Anmmon and his companions
were cast by the guards of King Limhi, Here they
were kept with little or no food for a number of days.
At the end of this time the officers of the Lamanites
went to the prison with the intention of slaying the
3wo brothers. But to their intense surprise the
Lamanites found them encircled about as if by fire.
At this strange speltacle fear fell upon the officers.
They dared not touch the two prisoners lest they should
be burned. Yet when they saw that Nephi and Leh
were not consumed their hearts took courage, though
they still stood as if struck duinb with amazement.

At this pomt the two brethren stood forward and
began to explain that what was seen was manifested
that they nught learn that uo one could harm them,
and that they were the servants of the Most High, and
his almighty arm shielded them. Nor was this all: a
sudden earthquake shook the ground, the prison walls
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tottered to their foundations, a pall of thick darkness
covered all whom curiosity or other motives had
gathered to the prison. The unburning flame, the
tottering walls, the quivering earth, the nmpenetrable
cloud of blackmness, all conspired to fill the hearts of
the Lamanites with solemm fear and awful dread.
They realized the almighty power of God; they were
filled with the sense of their own abject insignificance.
A voice, the voice of One whom they knew not, sounded
in their affrighted ears. Omnce and again, yea, a
third time, and each time that the voice came it was
followed by the trembling of the earth and the shak-
ing of the prison walls. All nature quivered]at the
presence of the Majesty on High, whilst the heavy,
palpable, impenetrable, darkness still enshrouded them.

From above the voice descended; it was outside the
cloud; its tones came not to their quaking hearts with
the roar of the pealing thunder; nor was it hike the
tunmmltuons flow of angry waters; but a still voice
of perfet mmldness, alimmost a whisper, that pierced to
their 1mmost souls. That voice was the voice of the
mighty God of Jacob, and he called upon all those who
heard hin to repent, and to do his servants no hurt.
With the third repetition of this connnand were added
marvelous words of salvation that cannot be uttered by
men. And because of the thick pall of darkness that
enveloped them, and the fearful dread that filled their
hearts, none dared to move. Fear, astonislunent, appre-
hension of what was to come, had riveted each to the
spot on which he stood.

Among the crowd was a Nephite dissenter, an
apostate from the true church, naimmed Aminadab. This
man, happening to turn lhis face in the direétion in











