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CHAPTER XXX V I II .  

GROWTH OF EVIL AMONGST THE NEPHITES- THE [NCREASE 
OF THE GADIANTON ROBRERS-NEI'HI'S AXNOUNCEi\1EN1� 
OF THE l\IURDER OF THE CHIEF JUDGE-'l'HE DISCOV­
ERY-NEPHI ARRESTED- HE IS PROVEN INNOCENT:­
GOD'S COVENANT WITH Hil\1- INCREASE OF INIQUITY-A 
TERRIBI�E FAl\IINE -THE WELCO:i.\1E RAIN-THE TREND 
TO DEATH. 

THE GOODLY reign of universal peace, to which 
we referred in our last chapter, brought stability, 

stability deYeloped wealth, wealth engendered pride, 
pride gave birth to 11 n1nero11s sins, to be followed by 
contentions, dissensions, and then wars. These evils 
begat sorrow, sorrow softened their hearts to repent­
ance, repentance was followed by the blessing of God, 
which again brought peace, prosperity and, by-and-by, 
riches. At this era of Nephite national life, this is 
the one eternal round which their inspired historians 
are co1npelled to chronicle. vVithin four short years 
of the happy ti111e of nni,·ersal peace we have j ust 
referred to, the riches of the world had induced 
stubborness and rebellion towards God, co111bined with 
the insane desire to rob, plunder and 111urder their 
fellow-n1en. If there ever were a people swift to do 
evil, it was the Nephites of this generation. In the 
year B .  C. 26, Cezora111, the chief judge, was 111urdered 
by an unknown hand, as he sat on the judg111e11t seat, 
and his son, who succeeded hi111, suffered in like 111an­
ner within the year. The Gadianton robbers grew in 
strength, 1111 111erically and morally, and were actually 
fostered a111011gst the Nephites, while the 111ore right­
eous La111anites utterly destroyed all that they found 
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within their borders. The one people dwindled in 
unbelief, the other grew in grace and in the po"·er of 
God's divine Spirit. 

Nephi, who had gone to the 11orther11 continent, 
tarried there until the year B. C. 23 ,  when, his teach­
ings and prophecies having been rejected by its in­
habitants, he returned in sorrow to Zarahe111la ; but 
he  fonnd no c01nfort there. The Gadianton robbers 
filled the j ndg111e11t seats, and perverted the la"· to 
their own avarice and lust. The life. the property, the 
liberty, the virtue of righteous 111e11 and \\·01ne11 were 
counted but things of naught, their playthings or their 
spoil. 

Nephi's house in Zarahe1nla was situated 011 one of 
the principal thoroughfares. It led to the chief n1arket­
place. In  his garden, near the highway, he built a 
tower, whither it was his wont to repair for prayer.- On 
one occasion, shortly after his retnru fro111 the north, he 
becaine so deeply concerned because of the iniquities of 
the people, that in earnest supplication to the Lord he 
raised his voice so high that he was heard by the passers 
by in the street below. A listening cro"·d soon gathered, 
and when the prophet had ended his deYotions and 
beco111e aware of their presence, he counneuced to teach 
the111. His words were not sngar-coated, to adapt them 
to the tastes of his congregation. 1'o the contrary 1 he 
boldly rebuked their sius, their murders, and their 
secret wickedness ; at the sa111e ti111e, in the loYe of the 
gospel, he entreated and plead with the111 to amend 
their lives and do better. He also warned the111 of the 
terrible judgments that would fall npon them if they 
did not turn fro111 their sinful ways. 

1'owarcls the concl11sio11 of his address, Nephi 
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surprised his hearers by stating that the chief j udge 
had been 1nurdered by his brother, who was anxious to 
obtain the chief j udgeship hin1se1f. Both these n1en 
were n1en1bers of the vile band of robbers who owned 
Gadianton as their chief. 

The people did not believe Nephi's state111ent that 
their chief judge was 111urdered, so five incredulous 111en 
ran to the j udg1nent hall to find out the truth of the 
111atter. \Vhen they reached there they discovered 
Seezoran1- for that was the naine of the j udge -lying 
dead in a pool of blood near the j udg1nent seat. The 
five 111essengers were so overco111e with fear at this awful 
sight that they fell to the ea_rth. 

Soon after, other citizens who had not heard Nephi 
ca1ne in. Finding the dead judge and the five men all 
there they concluded that the latter 111ust be the 111ur­
derers, who, by so1ne 111anifestation of the power of 
heaven, had been prevented fro111 leaving the scene of 
their sha111eful deed. The officers therefore took the 
fiv� and cast then1 into prison. 

vVhen the wicked learned that Nephi's words had 
proven true, they charged hin1 with being an accom­
plice. They did not belie,·e in reye}ation fro1n God, 
so argued that Nephi 11111st have had a hand in the 
murder or he could not have known anything about 
it. He was therefore taken and bound and brought 
before the 111ultitude. Then they cross-exa1ni11ed hi111, 
abused hi111, and finally offered hi111 111oney to confess 
that he had e111ployed s0111e one to do the dreadful deed. 
They were anxious to bring reproach and trouble upon 
hin1 that they 111ight have an excuse for not believing 
his words and heeding his teachings. How he escaped 
their plot we will let the Book of l\1onuon itself tell. 
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The conversation is between Nephi and his accus­
ers : 

And 110,\· behold, I will shew n nto yon another 
sign, and see if ye "·ill in this thi_ng seek to destroy 
111e. 

Behold I say unto yon, Go to the honse of Sean tu 111, 
who is the brother of Seezora11 1 ,  and say unto hi111, Has 
Nephi the pretended prophet, who doth prophesy so 
nntch evtl concerning this people, agreed with thee, in 
"·hich ye ha,·e 11111rdered Seezora111, who is  yonr brother? 

And behold, he shall say unto you, Nay. 
And ye sha11 say unto hin1, Have ye murdered 

yon r broth er ? 
And he shall stand "·ith fear, and \\·ist not what 

to say. And behold, he shall deny unto you ; and he 
shall 111ake as if he were astonished ; ue,·ertheless, he 
shall declare unto yon that he is innocent. 

But behold, ye shall exa111i11e hin1, and ye shall 
find blood 11po11 the skirts of his c1oak. 

And when ye have seen this, ye shall say : From 
whe11ce c0111eth this blood ? Do we not know that 
this is the blood of your brother ?  And then shall he 
tren1ble, and shall look pale, even as if death had co111e 
upon hi111. 

And then shall ye say, Because of this fear and 
this paleness which has con1e n p011 your face , behold we 
k11ow that thou art guilty. 

And then shall greater fear come npt)ll him ;  
and then shall he confess u11to yo11 1 and deny 110 

n1ore that he has done this 111nrcler. 
And then sha11 he say unto yon, that I ,  Nephi, know 

nothing concerning the matter, save it were giyc11 unto 
n1e hy the power of God. And t�1e11 shall ye know that 
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I a111 an honest man, and that I an1 sent unto yon fro111 
God. 

And it came to pass that they went and did, even 
according as Nephi had said unto the111. And behold, 
the words which he had said, were true ; for according 
to the words, he did deny; and also according to the 
words he did confess. 

Some of the citizens now acknowledged that he 
was a prophet, others declared that he was a god, whilst 
111any ren1ained hardened in their sins. So violent 
became the contention that the people gathered in 
excited crowds upon the streets, wrangling and disput­
ing about the events of the past two days, and in their 
excite111e11t they entirely forgot Nephi, and left hiin 
standing alone in the street. 

,vith a sorrowful heart he wended his way ho111e­
ward ; but before he reached there, the voice of the 
Lord can1e to hin1 with 111any words of co1nfort and 
co111111endatio11. As with others of his sen·ants, the 
Lord 111ade a covenant with hin1, that he would bless 
hi111 foreYer. That whatsoever he bound on earth 
should be bound in heaven, and whatsoever he loosed 
on earth should be loosed in heaven ; that he should 
have power over the ele111e11ts to bless and to curse ; 
to s1nite the earth with fan1ine and pestilence and 
destruction. 

Notwithstanding the urnny proofs the ungodly 
Nephites had that Nephi was a true prophet, they con­
tinued to reject his teachings. They persecuted hi111, 
and even went so far as to seek his life. But he was 
couv·eyed out of their niidst by the power of God, and 
ministered a111011g other peoples. 

The general character of the Nephites now com-
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111enced to grow worse and worse. The Gadianton 
robbers grew stronger and stronger. For a few years 
there was increasing co111111otio11, disuniou and blood­
shed. At ]ast, wearied at beholding so nn1ch 1nisery 
and contention ,  N"ephi prayed that the Lord would 
not suffer the people to be destroyed by the 
S\\·ord, but rather let a famine desolate the land and, 
perad\'enture, bring the people to an understanding 
of their awful condition, and cause then1 to hu111ble 
the111seh·es and repent. The Holy One heard and 
answered his petition, the heavens becaine as brass 
O\'er the land, the rains ceased, the earth dried up, 
the crops failed, the people perished for want of food. 

Two years passed (B .  C .  19 and 1 8) and the third 
ca111e, and still the refreshing rain was withheld (B. C. 
r 7) .  During th is year the people, h u111 bled by their 
sufferings, turned towards the Lord. They endeavored 
to root out iniquity fro111 their 111idst. They destroyed 
the Gadianton robber bands, and established the govern-
1nent on a 111ore righteous foundation. Nephi, observ­
ing the change in their conduct and feelings, interceded 
with the Lord in their behalf. His prayers were ans­
wered, the welc0111e rain descended on the p2.rchcd-u p 
soil, and a bounteous harvest once 111ore crowned the 
labors of the husha11d111a11 ( B. C .  r6) .  

'fhe repentant people now regarded Nephi in his 
true light ; they revered hi111 as a great prophet, and for 
a few short years they listened to his teachings. \Vhile 
they did so they prospered. But the leaven of 
unrighteousness had too thoroughly penneated the 
national life for their faithfulness to God to be of long 
duration. Two, three, or perhaps half a dozen years 
they would 111aintai11 their integrity, and then corrnp-
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tiou would seethe, the vile would snatch the reins of 
govennnent, the good would be oppressed, and conten­
tion and war, with all their horrors, wonld again reign 
snpren1e. Thus it was after the three years of fainine. 
For two years there was peace, in the third there 
began to be 111nch strife (B. C. r 3) ,  in the next, the 
Gadianton bands reappeared, and carried havoc a111011gst 
their 111ore peaceable fellow-countryn1eu. Going on, 
year by year they grew in iniquity and ripened for 
destruction. For 111any years Nephi strove to stein the 
tide of vie�. At ti1nes partial success rewarded his 
unceasing efforts, and he _had joy in the baptis111 of 
sotne honest souls. Ent the great bulk of the people 
had rej ecl:ed the gospel, they had no Joye for its holy 
principles, and \Vere unfit for its blessings. 

CHAPTER XXXIX. 

SAMUEL THE LAMANITE- HIS 1\IISSION AKD PROPHECIES­
THE VAIN ATTEMPT TO DESTROY Hil\I - HE RETURNS 
TO HIS OWN COUNTRY. 

\"'fyE C01\1E now to the days of Sainuel the La111an-
ite (B. C. 6). Without any previous reference to 

hi111, he appears suddenly in the foreground of ancient 
A111erica11 history, bearing a weighty and sole111n 111es­
sage ; a 111essenger of God's displeasure, he stands a 
Jonah to the Nephites. That message is faithfully 
delivered ; then he disappears foreyer fro111 our sight. 

The condition of society in the days of Sa1nuel 




