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surprised his hearers by stating that the chief judge
had been murdered by his brother, who was anxious to
obtain the chief judgeship himself. Both these mien
were menibers of the vile band of robbers who owned
Gadianton as their chief.

The people did not believe Nepht's statement that
their chief judge was murdered, so five incredulous men
ran to the judgiment hall to find out the truth of the
matter. \When they reached there they discovered
Seezoram— for that was the name of the judge—lying
dead in a pool of blood near the judgmment seat. The
five messengers were so overcone with fear at this awful
sight that they fell to the earth.

Soon after, other citizens who had not heard Neph
came in. Finding the dead judge and the five men all
there they concluded that the latter must be the mur-
derers, who, by some manifestation of the power of
heaven, had been prevented from leaving the scene of
their shameful deed. The officers therefore took the
five and cast them into prison.

\When the wicked learned that Nepht’s words had
proven true, they charged lim with being an accom-
plice. They did not believe in revelation from God,
so argued that Nephi mnst have had a hand i the
murder or he could not have known anything about
it. He was therefore taken and bound and brought
before the multitude. Then they cross-examined him,
abused himi, and finally offered him money to confess
that he had employed some one to do the dreadful deed.
They were anxious to bring reproach and trouble upon
him that thev might have an excuse for not believing
his words and heeding his teachings. How he escaped
their plot we will let the Book of Mormion itself tell.
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I am an honest man, and that I am sent unto you from
God.

And it came to pass that they went and did, even
according as Nephi had said unto them. And behold,
the words which he had said, were true; for according
to the words, he did deny; and also according to the
words he did confess.

Somie of the citizens now acknowledged that he
was a prophet, others declared that he was a god, whilst
many remained hardened in their sins. So violent
became the contention that the people gathered in
excited crowds upon the streets, wrangling and disput-
ing about the events of the past two days, and 1n their
excitement they entirely forgot Nephi, and left hun
standing alone in the street.

With a sorrowful heart he wended his way home-
ward; but before he reached there, the voice of the
Lord came to him with many words of comfort and
connmendation. As with others of his servants, the
Lord made a covenant with him, that he would bless
him forever. That whatsoever he bound on earth
should be bound in heaven, and whatsoever he loosed
on earth should be loosed 1n heaven; that he should
have power over the elements to bless and to curse;
to smite the earth with fannne and pestilence and
destruction.

Notwithstanding the many proofs the ungodly
Nephites had that Nephi was a true prophet, they con-
tinued to rejeét his teachings. They persecuted hnmn,
and even went so far as to seek his life. But he was
couveyed out of their nudst by the power of God, and
ministered among other peoples.

The general charadter of the Nephites now com-











