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ing place on this continent, how different were the
events that were occurring in the midst of the house of
Israel on the eastern continent, for it was in this year
that Jesus, the Redeenier of the world, was baptized by
Johm i Jordan, as Lehi, Nephi, and others of the

e

THIZ RIVER JORDAN,

ancient prophets had long before foretold; and it was in
this year that he commmenced his public ninistry, and
began to teach men the law of his gospel.

There was but little to unite the Nephite tribes
except their fear of the Gadianton robbers. This
appears to have led to a confederacy for the pnrposc of
defense. They agreed to keep peace with one another,
and established laws to prevent one tribe trespassing
upon the rights of the others.
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air and then to be driven down again and shattered
upon the unyielding rocks. Mountains were riven
and swallowed up in yawning gulfs, or were scattered
into fragments and dispersed like hail before the tear-
ing wind. Cattle were lifted from their feet and dashed

THE CRUCIFIXION.

over precipices, or were hurried before the blast to
perish in the far off sea. ‘Towers, temiples, houses,
were torn up, scattered in fragments or crushed by
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