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CHAPTER I\'. 
THE PRO)[)!--ED J..-\).;D-CHIU-ITS �.-\Tl"R-\1. l'RO))l CTI<>�:-. 

-TIIE J>EATII OF LEIII-lIIS BI.ESSY�<� 0� UIS l'OS­
Tlm.ITY- PROI'HEC'IF.S OF HIS A�CESTOR JOSBPIJ. 

\¥HEX the little colony landed on the pro111ised 
] and they pitched their tents and began to till 

the ground. They nu111bered, we i111agine, from sixty 
to eighty souls, possibly n10re. From their sowing 
they reaped abundant crops. They explored the wil­
derness aro11nd them, and found beasts of the forest of 
niany kinds ; also the ox, the horse1 the goat and the 
wild goat. In the rocks they discoyered ore of gold, of 
sih·er and of copper. Of the gold ore Kephi was co111-
111anded of the Lord to niake s0111e plates 011 which to 
keep the records of his people. 

The description giYen by Xephi of the region 
where the colony landed exactly corresponds with what 
we know of the country now called Chili; and it was 
on its coast, the Prophet Joseph S111ith infonns us, that 
the �ephites landed, and there they established their 
first ho111es. Chili is favored ,dth one of the finest and 
healthiest cli111ates in the world. The soil is exceed­
ingly fertile, and the productions of both hcmisphei-es 
see111 to thri\'e equally well there. The 111ost delicions 
fruit grows in abundance -the applc1 peach, grape 1 

strawberry, etc. Its forests are magnificent, and fur­
nish 111n.11y kinds of beautifnl wood. 'rhe grass, i11 its 
rich 111eaclow pastures, -is often so tall and luxuriant as 
to hide the cattle grazing a1110ngst it. Chili also pos­
sesses \·aluab1c 111i11es, especially of gold, siln�r, copper, 
and coal. 
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The people of Lehi \\·ere so few in number that they 
were a quiet and solen11 1  race, with few mnusen1euts, 
but with an oppressing sense of the Yastness of the 
land whicl1 they occnpied, and of their own insignifi­
cance. �or was there entire peace an10ngst the111, for 
Lan1an and Le111uel, with others, were still fractions 
and turbulent. 

I n  course of ti111e Lehi felt that his earthly life was 
near its close, for he was aged and in failing health. 
So he called to hin1 his sons and daughters and the 
other n1en1bers of his colony, and blessed the111 in the 
sa111e manner as his forefather Jacob blessed his fa111ily 
before he <lied. Lehi also prophesied 111any things that 
shonld happen to his posterity after hin1, for he was 
possessed of m nch of the Spirit of the Lord. After he 
had done this he died and was bnried. 

Lelii appears to h a,·e taken great pleasure in the 
knowledge that he was a descendant of that Joseph 
who was sold by his brethreu, and afterwards carried 
into Egypt. I n  the blessing that he pronounced upon 
his o"·n so1J Joseph. Lehi quotes largely fro1n the 
prophecies of the fonuer Joseph ; prophecies which 
are nowhere giYen us, except in the Book of �Ior-
111011. From the1n we learn that this 111ighty son of 
J acob was greatly faYored of the Lord in ha,·ing 
reyealed to hi111 1nnch that related to the future of 
his father's house, especially to his own posterity. 
He saw the days of �loses and the work that that 
prophet perfonned ;  he saw Leh i's day and his work, 
and, n1ore interesting to us than all, he saw the estab­
lishn1ent of the kingclo111 of God in our day. He 
was told that the prophet whon1 the Lord wonlcl raise 
11 p to be the leader of God's people in the latter da \'S 
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wonld be of his seed, and the 11a111e of this prophet, and 
that of his father also, would be the same as h is­
that is, it would be Joseph. 1Iany other 1nattcrs of 
great mo1ne11t that are eyen now taking place, were also 
made 111a11ifest to him by the Lord. 




