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111ercy, and the j ustice, and the holiness which 1s 111 
Christ, ,rho was before the world began. 

And now there cannot be written in this book eYen 
a hnndredth part of the things which Jesus did truly 
teach unto the people. 

CHAP1fER. LI. 

THE SA \"IOR CON'TINPES II lS  l\11:-:tSTR.-\TIO:'.\S- H E  RAISES ..\ 
l\IA:N FRO::\I THE DEAD-THE L.\BORS OF THE TWELVE­
'fHE :N.\l\lE OP THE CHURCH -TIIE Tl lREE \\"HO Sl-IOCLD 
REI\IAIN. 

fOR THREE days did the Sa,·ior mingle "·ith the 
Nephites and instruct: the111 ; and even after that 

he 111et with then1 oft, and with' then1 partook of the 
Sacra111ent of the Lord's sn pper. 

l\Iore than this, he ministered to and blessed the 
children of the ·Nephites. He loosed the tongues 
of these little ones, that they spoke great and 111arYel­
ous things unto their parents, even, we are told, greater 
things than J esns had re,·ealed to the people. 

Jesus also healed all their sick. 'fhe Janie, the 
blind, the deaf, were 11rn<le "·hole, and one nrn.11 he
raised fr0111 the dead.

From this time the t\\'eh·e disciples began to bap­
tize a11d teach as niany as came 1111to them ; and as
111a11y as were baptized in the 11a111e of J esns \\'ere 
filled with the I-Ioly Ghost. :\ fany of them saw a11cl 



STORY OF THE BOOK OF �IOR:\IOX. 287 

heard wondrous things which are not lawful to be 
written. 

On one occasion when the discip1es were thus 
trayeling, preaching and baptizing, they united together 
in fasting and 111ighty prayer. The su bjecl about 
which they prayed the most earnestly Yras, what 
should be the 11a111e of the church, for its 111e111bers 
were not united on this 111atter. 

\Vhile they were thus engaged Jesus again shewed 
h1111self unto then1, and in nnswer to their inquiries 
regarding the 11a111e of his church he told the111, \Vhat­
soever ye shall do ye sha11 do it in 111y name ; therefore 
ye shall call the church in 1ny 11a111e; and ye shall call 
upon the Father in my name, that he will bless the 
church for 111y sake. He further said to then1 if they 
called the church by the name of a n1a11 it would be 
that n1an's church, if by :\loses' na1ne it would be 
J\Ioses' church ; bnt being his church it should be called 
by his holy nan1e. And 11ia11y other instruclions gaye 
he unto them at this ti111e. 

It was during this inten·iew that the Sa\·ior asked 
the Tweh·e, one by one, \\'hat is it that you desire of 
1ne, after I an1 gone to the Father? 

Then nine of the111 said, \ Ve desire after we have 
liYed unto the age of 111a11 ,  that our n1inistry \\·herein 
thou hast called us, 111ay haYe an end, that we may 
speedily con1e unto thee in thy kingdon1. 

And he said unto the111, Blessed are ye, because 
ye desire this thing of me ; therefore after that ye are 
seyenty and two years old, ye shall co111e unto 111e i11

n1y kingdom, and with 1ne ye ·shall find rest. 
Then he turned to the three who had not answered, 

and again asked the111 what they would ha\Te him do 
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for th e111. But  they faltered iu their answer ; their 
wish was snch a pecnliar on e, that they were afraid to 
express it. And he  said 1111to th em, Behold, I know your 
thoughts, and ye have desired the thing which Joh 11 , 
111y beloYed, who was witb 111e in my ministry, before 
that I was lifted np by the J ews, desired of 111e ; 

�rherefore more blessed are ye, for ye shall 11e,·er 
taste of death , but ye shall li,·e to behold a11 the doings 
of th e Father, nnto th e children of m en, e,·en 1111til all 
things shall be fnlfilled, according to th e will of the 
Father, when I shall con1e i n  111y glory, with the powers 
of hea,·en ; 

And ye shall n ever endure the pains of death ; 
but ·when I shall come i n  my glory, ye  shall be changed 
in the twinkling of an eye fr01n 111ortality to i111111ortal­
ity : and then shall ye  be bl essed in the king<l0111 of 
my Father. 

And again, ye shall not ha,·e pain while ye shall 
dwell in th e flesh, n either sorrow, sa,·e i t  be for the sins 
of the world : and all this will I do because of th e 
thing which y e  ha,·e desired of 111e, for ye  ha\'e desired 
that ye might bring the sonls of m en unto 111e, while 
the world shall stand ;  

And for this cause ye  shall h�n·e fulness of  joy ;  
and ye shall sit down in the kingdom of my Fath er ; 
yea yo11r joy shall be full, e,·e11 as the Father hath 
gi\'e11 111 e f11l11e�s of joy ;  and ye shall be e\·en as I a111, 
and I a111 e,·en as the Father ;  and the Father and 1 
are one. 

Th ese are the three Nephites of whom we some­
times hear and who either si11gly or together ha\'e 
appeared lo believers in this generation. 

�rheu J esus with his finger touched the nine who 
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were to die when seventy-two years old, but the three 
who were to li,·e he did not tonch ; and then he departed. 
And behold, the hea,·ens were opened, and they were 
caught np into hea,·en, and saw unspeakable things. 

And it was forbidden them that they should utter, 
neither was it gi\'en unto them power that they could 
utter, the things "·hich they saw aud heard ; 

The sacred record gt\'es 110 i11 fonnation as to who
the three were who "·ere not to taste of death. �Ior-
111on was about to write their names, but the Lord for­
bade him. 

Some have supposed that ?\ephi, the senior of the 
disciples, was one of these three undying ones, who 
ren1ained to 111inister on the earth to the people of the 
latter clays ; that is hid fro111 our knowledge, no don bt
for a wise purpose. If he was, he liYed through that 
111ost happy era of Nephite history, when all was right­
eousness and joy and peace thronghout A111erica's ,·ast 
d0111ai11; he liYed to suffer, with his two brethren, all 
the perse.cutions which the wicked, in later days, so 
frequently i111posed upon these three fa,·ored sen·ants 
of the Lord, and in the end he retired fro111 the 111idst of 
mankind when o,·erwhelining corruption again para­
lyzed the life of the Nephite nation. If he was one 
of the nine who passed away to the presence of their 
SaYior and their God when twe}ye times six years old, 
he 111ust have laid aside 111ortality under as happy cir­
cumstances as ever prophet or apostle died, surrounded 
by a loving, faithful people, amongst whom the practice 
of iniquity was a re111e111bra11ce of the past. No ruffian 
hands cut short his life, or tortured his latest hours, 
but in the 111idst of the 111ost holy peace he passed 
away to the glories of the eternal. 




