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ful, but also one of his most intelligent servants, to
conmmnence the work. Indeed, on the very first page of
the Book of Morimon, Nephi incidentally refers to the
learning of his father; which learning, we infer from
many passages in the sacred record, was obtained by
Lehi in Egypt, as well as in Palestine, the associations
between the mhabitants of these two countries being,
in his day, very close, and the inter-communication
very frequent.

As the foundation of their literature, Lehi and his
colony carried with them a copy of the sacred scrip-
tures, which contained not only an account of God’s
dealings with mankind, from the creation to the age of
Jeremnah, but also the only complete history in exist-
ence of the people who lived before the deluge. The
Egyptians, Chaldeans and other nations had mangled, *
mythic and jumbled-up accounts of man’s history
from the creation to the flood; but the Nephites pos-
sessed the details of this epoch in much greater com-
pleteness than even Christendom does to-day. ‘These
scriptures —historical and doétrinal— being numnier-
ously reproduced and scattered among the people,
formed the basis of Nephite literature, giving thein the
numense advantage over all other people of possessing
the unpolluted word of God in every age then past,
suppleniented by a correét and undisputed history of
the results, to the world, of man’s obedience or dis-
obedience to these heavenly messages. How much
more complete these scriptures were than the Bible of
Christendom, 1s shown by the numerous references to
the lives, and quotations from the teachings, of ancient
worthies, Melchizedek, Jacob, Joseph and others; to
the acts and infamies of Cain, etc., not found in the
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knowledge with regard to the heavenly bodies, etc.
Possibly they were the only people of their age blessed
with a commprehension of these sublime truths. It 1s
altogether probable that among their scriptures were
copies of the Book of Abraham, from which they could
acquaint themselves with the beauties and hariuonies
of celestial mechanism. They undoubtedly had the
writings of Joseph the son of Jacob, as these are
quoted in the Book of Mormon; and, as the prophet
Joseph Smnth found the writings of Abraham and
Joseph together in the Egyptian mummies, it is far
from 1mprobable that the Nephites, as well as the early
Egyptians, possessed both. To show the astronomical
knowledge possessed by the Nephites, we will draw
attention to the words of two of their prophets. The
first extract 1s from the reply of Alma to Korihor,
the Anti-Christ (B. C. 75), when the latter asked for a
sign to prove the existence of a God. His words are:
Thou hast had signs enough; will ye tempt your God?
Will ye say, Show unto 1ne a sign, when ye have the
testimony of all these thy brethren, and also all the
holy prophets? The scriptures are laid before thee,
yea, and all things denote there 1s a God; yea, even the
earth, and all things that are upon the face of it, yea,
and 1ts motion; yea, and also all the planets which
move in their regular form, doth witness that there is a
Supreme Creator. The next quotation 1s from the
refleétions of oune of the servants of God (probably
Mormon) inserted into the Nephite history of about sev-
enty years later. ‘The writer is speaking of the great-
ness and goodness of God, and among other things
declares: Yea, by the power of lis voice doth the
whole earth shake; yea, by the power of his voice doth








