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STORY OF THE BOOK (21*’ MORMION., 335

colonies of Nephites were sent to occupy the country
and build cities on their southern border, even to the
Atlantic coast. To proteét the new settlers, Moroni
placed troops all along this line and caused them to
erect fortifications for the better defense of the frontier.
This fortified line ran frrom the west sea (the Pacific
Ocean) by the head of the river Sidon (the Magdalena)
eastward along the northern edge of the wilderness.
Somnie of the readers of the Book of Mormon have
nnagined this line of defense to have been one contin-
uous rampart or wall—after the style of the great wall
of China—reaching from ocean to ocean, and on this
surmise have argued that the comnpletion of such an
immnuense work in a few years was an nmpossibility to a
people of the limuted numerical strength of the Ne-
phites. To get over this difficulty of their own creation
they have resorted to various theories with regard to its
locality, inconsistent with the geographical details, on
purpose to shorten its distance to what they deemed a
reasonable length, possible for the Nephites to have
built in a few years. The writer holds the opinion that
the Book of Mormon conveys no such idea; it simply
states that Moroni erected fortifications along this line;
or, as he views it, Moroni took advantage of the natural
features of the country, its wide rivers, far-stretching
swamps and ranges of high monntains, and built forti-
fications at every point where the Lamanites could find
imgress, such as at the fords of the rivers and the passes
between the mountains. He there stationed bodies of
troops sufficiently strong to hold their posts, and, if
necessary, defend the surrounding country. This sys-
tem of defense would be mere powerful and effetive
than an artificial wall; high mountains and deep rivers












