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CHAPTER LXXI. 

LA�DS OF THE �EPIIITES CO�TI�CEI>- ::'III�O);- :\IEI...EK­
Al\DIOXIH:\H- XOAH- SIDO::\I-AARON-LEIII-::\IULEK -
BOUXTIFUL- THE SOUTHWEST BORDER. 

1111\0� 
i s  n1entioned but once in  the Book of :\Ior-

111011 . Its location is then dirett:ly stated. It is 
spoken of as the land of :\Iinon , above the land of 
Zarahe111la, in the course of the land of �ephi (.4/Jna 
//. 2.;). Elder Orson Pratt, in a note to this chapter, 
places :\lino11 about two days' jonrney south of the city 
Zarahenila. This is the obvious conclusion to be drawn 
fron1 the details contained in the chapter ; fron1 these 
details and the aboYe quotation, we also j udge it to 
ha,·e been on the western banks of the Sidon, and in 
the direct road between l'\ephi and Zarahe1nla. At 
this date (B.  C. 91 )  it was inhabited by an ?-gricu1tnral 
population, who, at the approach of the La111anites, fled 
before the111 into the capital city. 

As the course of the river Sidon was fro111 south 
to north, it is but reasonable to conclude that when the 
words above and below are used, when reference is 
111ade to places on its ban ks or in its neighborhood, that 
above 1nea11s south and below, north. This is a very 
co111111011 mode of expression in such cases. 

), { ELEK.-'I'he bonndaries of this land are Yery 
indistinctly stated by the inspired writer of the Book 
of Alma, for it is in that book alone that it is 111en­
tioned. I lowevcr, two things are positiYely stated 
(chapter ,•1i/. ) 1 nan1ely, that it  was west of the river 
Sidon, and that it extended westward as far as the 



STORY OF THE BOOK OF l\IOR::\fON. 405 

narrow strip of wilderness which ran north and sou th 
between the 1nonntains and the Pacific Ocean. \\re 
i1nagine that its eastern borders touched the land of 
Zarahe111la aud fro1n thence it stretched out as far as 
the conn try proved habitable ; as it appears to have had 
a large population, judging fron1 the account given of 

\ 

Alina's 1ninistrations (B. C. 82) .  That it en1 braced a 
large district of country is proven by the fact that when 
Ahna had finished his labors in the city of 1\Ielek, he 
traveled three days' journey on the north of the 
land of l\Ielek before he came to the city of An1111011-
ihah (/J Ima ,•iii. 6). I n  later years, when it was con­
sidered unsafe for the Annnonites to re1nai11 longer in 
J ersho11 they were re111oved t0 l\Ielek, the proxin1ity of 
which to Zarahe111la, as well as its ren1oteness fro111 the 
lauds of the Lan1anites, rendered it adn1irably adapted 
as a place of safety for that persecuted people. 

A:'.\DIO�IHAH. -vVhen Ahna had 1nade the three 
days' journey spoken of above, he reached A111111on­
ihah, the country around which city was called by the 
sa1ue nan1e. Front the text of the passage son1e 
conclude that Alma traveled northYvard fro111 :\Ielek, 
but to us it conveys the idea that the prophet j ourneyed 
three days westward along or near the northern boun­
dary of that land. We are con finned in this opinion by 
the state111ent 1nade in another place regarding A111-
111011 ihah's proxi111ity to that portion of the wilderness 
which ran along the sea shore (�L.llma xxi/. 27). In 
Alina (xz,/. 2),  it is stated : The armies of the La111an­
ites had co1ne in upon the wilderness side, into the bor­
ders of the land, even into the city of Annnonihah. If  
An11nonihah had been situated three days' j ourney north 
of l\felek, we suggest that it could not have been near 

25 



406 STORY OF THE BOOK OF �IOR)lO�. 

that portion of the wilderness which the Lamanites so 
easily reached withont discoYery ; for a n1arch due north 
would ha\'e taken the1n close to, or actually through 
the lands of 1Iinon, Noah, �Ielek and Zarahe1nla, the 
1nost thickly populated portions of the country ; or, to 
haYe aYoided these, they must haYe taken a circuitous 
route of i111me11se l ength and great danger. Then 
when they atte1npted to retire, their retreat, owing to 
their great distance from Nephi, would have 1nost 
assuredly been cut off, as "·as the case with the 
La111anite general Coriantnnu under these conditions. 

�0:\ 1 1 .-0f this land we sin1ply know two things : 
First, th2.t it was west of the Sidon ; second, that it was 
11ot far distant from An1111onihah and }\Ielek. 

S1no)r is only 111entioned in the 15th chapter of 
Alma. \\Then the persecuted 1nen1bers of the true 
church were driven out of An11nonihah by its Yicious 
citizens, they fled to Sid0111. It i s  not supposable that 
these persecuted people were in a condition to traye} 
far. They would necessarily gather to the first a Yail­
able place of refuge. I t  is, therefore, reasonable to 
conclude that Siclom was not far distant from A111111011-
ihah. 

AARox.-\Vhen Al111a was first cast out of An1111011-
ihah he turned his face towards a city called Aaron 
(// Ima -:•1i/. 13) .  It is natural to suppose that Aaron 
was not far distant fro111 Ammonihah ; at any rate, not 
011 the other side of the continent. Yet the only other 
time when a city called Aaron is referred to, it is  
spoken of as adjoining the land of �loroni, which was 
the frontier district in the cxtren1e southeast of the 
lands possessed by the Ncphites. Our onl_y \\·ay out 
of this difficulty is to suggest that there were two cities . . 
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ca1led Aarou; not at all an unlikely thing when we 
refle& how in1portant a personage Aaron, the son of 
11osiah, was mnong his people. \Vhen chosen to be 
king he declined this great honor and the republic was 
established. It requires 11 0 stretch of the i111aginatio11 
to believe that a free and grateful people would name 
n1ore than one city in honor of this self-denying prince. 
When we consider how 111any places there are in the 
U11ited States called vVashington, Lincoln, etc., our 
only wonder is that we do not find n1ore than two cities 
called Aaron. 

This sau1e difficulty exists with regard to NEPHI­
HAH. \Ve fancy there were also two cities of this 
na111e ; one situated on the southern frontier, so111e dis­
tance east of }lfanti and the Sidon (rl/ma lz,/. 25) ; the 
other on the Atlantic seaboard, north of nioroni (A/Jna 
I. r ..;.) . Of this latter city it is written that in the year 
B. C. 72 the Nephites began a foundation for a city 
between the city of l\1oroni and the city of Aaron, join­
ing the city of Aaron and ::\Ioroni ;  and they called the 
na1ne of the city or land, Nephihah. This is the 
region again referred to in chapters 5 1, 59 and 62 of 
the Book of Al111a. Elder Orson Pratt, in a foot note 
to chapter 56, draws attention to the fa& that the Nephi­
bah there 1nentioned is not the one spoken of in the 
other chapters. 

THE ATLAXTIC SEA-BOA RD.- It appears, though 
it is not altogether certain, that the lauds and cities of 
the Nephites on the Atlantic sea-board were situated in 
the following order, co1111nencing at the north; 1Iu1ek, 
Gid, 011111er, :i\Ioreanton, Lehi, Aaron, Nephihah and 
J\Ioroni ( .. ..J. Ima h. 26).  

1IoROXI was situated by the seashore, on the 
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borders of the great wilderness, being the farthest 
front the city of Zarahemla of all the settle111ents of 
the Aephites in the southeast. Or, to use the lan­
guage of the inspired historian, It was by the east sea ; 
and it was on the south by the land of the possession:; 
of the Lan1anites (,�Jlma I. 13 ) .  A s  the wilderness ran 
in a straight line fro1n east to west, and the Sidon 
arose near its northern border, 011 which border :.Ioroni 
was also situated, if the conYulsions at the ti111e of the 
crucifixion of our Lord did not so alter the face of the 
country as to change the locality where this river took 
its rise, then ::\Ioroni was in the country now called 
Guiana, or in the extren1e north of Brazil. The city 
1Ioroni now lies covered by the waters of the Atlantic 
(II I 1\rrp/11· ,·///. 9) . In Guiana, there is a riYer still 
called ::\Ioroni ,  or, as it is generally printed on the 
111aps, ::\Iaroni or ?\Iarony. There is also a riYer ?\Ior­
ona in Ecuador. 

LEHI.-The land of Lehi on the Atlantic coast 
must not be confounded with the whole of South 
America, also called the land of Lehi by the N'ephites. 
This lesser land of Lehi was the distri� surrounding 
the city of Lehi, and immediately adjoining the land 
of ::\Ioreanton, whose people indeed clai1ned, though 
unjustly, a portion of its territory. 

11P r,EK was the 111ost northern of the settle111ents 
of the N'ephites south of the land Bountiful, close to 
the borders of which it was built. It is positiYely 
stated to have been located on the cast sea (. ·l/11u1 I/. 26);  
west of it was a wilderness, or uninhabited region 
L·llma Iii. 22).  

B<Jl1 '.\''l' I F l ' l ,.-\\re belie,·e that there is an idea 
held by some that the city Ilountifnl was situated 011 
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the Pacific shore. This opinion we think is not war­
ranted by the state111ent in the Book of l\fonnon. 
1Iu1ek, as we have already shown, was on the Atlantic, 
or east sea; Bountiful was northward of l\Inlek. \\Then 
Teancum retreated before the hosts of the La111anites, 
who poured out of the city of l\inlek to capture his 
sn1al1 force, he began to retreat down by the st'a slwre 
northward (/I/ma /fr. 23) .  This course brought hin1 
to Bountiful. Fro111 the details contained in this chap­
ter we are forced to the con cl us ion that he and his 
soldiers reached that city on the sa111e day that they 
started fro111 outside l\Iulek. Now, unless the con­
figuration of the coast line has been e�tirely and co111-
pletely changed, no 1uarch of one day, or indeed of any 
length of ti1ne along " the sea shore northward " ,vould 
bring a person to the Pacific Ocean. Our only cone] u­
s ion can be that Bountiful was sitnated on the sea shore 
on the eastern side of the Isth111us, if on the Istl1111us 
at all. Other passages than the one above show that 
l\Iulek and Bou11tiful lay in close proxi1nity. 

Vve fancy the reason why some suppose that the 
city Bountiful 1ay on the west coast, is because Hagoth 
built his ship yards there. But the record does not 
say he built then1 in or near the city Bountiful. \\That 
is stated is that Hagoth went forth and built hi111 an 
exceeding large ship, on the borders of the land 
Bountiful, by the land Desolation, and launched it forth 
into the west sea, by the narrow neck of land which 
led into the wilderness northward ( // /Jna /fr/. 5).  
This narrow neck of land was the diYiding line between 
the land Desolation on the north, and the land Bounti­
ful on the south. \Ve think it is evident, fron1 the 
above, that the city Bountiful and Hagoth's settlement 
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lay at entirely opposite extremes of this land, the first, 
in the southeast near :\f  ulek, the second, in  the north­
\\'est near Desolation. 

Before the land Bountiful \\'as settled by the 
Xephites, it was a wilderness filled with all 11ia1111er 
of wild animals of every kind ;  a part of which had 
come from the land north ward for food ( .�I Ima _l:x1i. 3 1 ) .  
But the Nephites, to prevent the La111anites creeping 
up through the wilderness along the coasts, east and 
west, and thus gain a foothold in the land north­
ward, at as early a date as possible inhabited the 
land Bountiful, eyen from the east to the west sea 
( .rl /Jna xx//. 33 ) .  

The city called Bountiful is not 111e11tioned until 
B. C. 64 (.·1/ma l,i .. ), though the land of that name is 
frequently referred to at earlier dates. 

THE SocTHWEST BoRDER.-All we know of the 
cities and lands in the southwest is contained in Hela­
man's report to :\Ioroni of the 111ilitary operatio11s in 
that department (Aln,a, h•/, h•/// ) .  Four cities are men­
tioned west of 1 Ianti : J ndea, A11tiparah 1 Zeezrom and 
Cnmeni .  Of these, Antiparah appears to haye l;>een 
situated nearer the coast than J ndea, \\'hile there was 
yet another city still nearer the ocean, and apparently 
to the north of .i\ntiparah. But \\'C can si111ply guess 
at their relative positions, no positive i11for111atio11 being . g1ve11 us. 

Resides the foregoing there was a land called 
D1-:so 1..\T1 c ,� .  Before the time of the Nephites it was 
thickly in habited by the J arcdites. I 11 the days of the 
latter people Bon 11tifnl formed its southern border. 'fhe 
two lands . apparently j oined at the Isthmus. At first, 
like most frontier districts, it extended i11clcfi11itely into 
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the uninhabited regions. \Vhen other lands were 
colonized its boundaries beca111e 111ore definitely fixed. 
It is generally supposed to have en1braced within its 
borders the region known to 111oderns as Central 
An1erica. Its capital was a city of the san1e na1ne, 
probably built i n  later years, as it  is  never 111entio11ed 
but by .:\Ionnon in the account of the long senes of 
wars in which he took so pro111inent a part. 

I 

CHAPTER LXXII. 

THE LANDS OF ANTUl\I, TEANCUl\I, JOSHUA, DA \'ID, ETC. -
CU:\IORAH -THE HILLS OF THE NEPHITES-THE RIVER 
SID('N. 

IN THE history of the final wars between the Ne-
phites and Lan1anites we find lands and cities n1en­

tioned that are nowhere else spoken of. It is  pre­
su111able that 111ost of the111 were built during the blest 
sabbatic era that followed the visit of the Redee111er. 
The greater portion of these places were situated in  
North An1erica, but the exact locality can in scarcely 
any instance be determined. A111011g those 11a111ed 
are the lands or cities of Ant11111, Angola, DaYid, 
J oshna, J ashon, Shen1, Teancun1, Boaz, J ordou, Cn­
n1orah, Sherrizah and 1Ioriantnn1. 

A};'TUU, a land of North A111erica in which was 
situated a hill called Shi111. In this hill A111maron de­
posited the sacred records. 1Ionnon afterwards, by 
Annnaron's direction, obtained the plates of Nephi fro111 




