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STORY OF THE BOOK OF MORMON. 409

the Pacific shore. This opinion we think i1s not war-
ranted by the statement in the Book of Mormon.
Mulek, as we have already shown, was on the Atlantic,
or east sea; Bountiful was northward of Mulek. \When
Teancum retreated before the hosts of the Lamanites,
who poured out of the city of Mulek to capture his
small force, he began to retreat down by /e sea shwore
northward (“llma li. 23). This course brought him
to Bountiful. From the details contained in this chap-
ter we are forced to the conclusion that he and his
soldiers reached that city on the saime day that they
started from outside Mulek. Now, unless the con-
figuration of the coast line has been euntirely and com-
pletely changed, no march of one day, or indeed of any
length of tine along '“the sea shore northward” would
bring a person to the Pacific Ocean. Our only conclu-
sion can be that Bountiful was sitnated on the sea shore
on the eastern side of the Isthmus, if on the Isthmus
at all. Other passages than the one above show that
Mulek and Bountiful lay in close proxnnity.

We fancy the reason why some suppose that the
city Bountiful 'ay on the west coast, 1s because Hagoth
built his ship yards there. But the record does not
say he built them in or near the city Bountiful. \What
1s stated 1s that Hagoth went forth and built hun an
exceeding large ship, on the borders of the land
Bountiful, by the land Desolation, and launched 1t forth
mto the west sea, by the narrow neck of land which
led into the wilderness northward (Alma liii. 3).
This narrow neck of land was the dividing line between
the land Desolation on the north, and the land Bounti-
ful on the south. We think it 1s evident, from the
above, that the city Bountiful and Hagoth’s settlement











