
Book of Mormon Central 
http://bookofmormoncentral.org/ 

Chapter LXXVIII
Author(s): George Reynolds 
Source: The Story of the Book of Mormon 
Published: Salt Lake City; Joseph Hyrum Parry, 1888 
Pages: 446-452

Abstract: The Discovery of the Jaredite Records—Coriantumr—Ether—The Dispersion at 
Babel—The Journey of the Jaredites—Atlantis 

Type: Book Chapter

http://bookofmormoncentral.org/


CHAPTER LXX\YIII .  
THE DISCO\'ERY OF THE JAREDITE RECORDS-CORL-\NTC:\IR 

- ETllER-THE DISPERS[ON AT BABEL-THE JOt;R�EY 
OF THE JAREDITES- .-\TLA�TIS. 

LET US return to the year I 23 B .  C. At that ti111e 
the Nephites in  the land of Nephi were suffering 

sore afflictions at the hands of the Lan1anites. In this 
extre111ity Li111hi, their king, sent a company of forty­
three 111en, with instructions to discover, if possible, 
their brethren j11  the land of Zarahe111la, that perad­
venture they would bring them succor and deliYerance. 
1�he expedition was unsuccessful, so far as its i111111edi­
diate object was concerned. The co111pa11y 111issed the 
land of Zarahenila, pushed northward into Central 
A111erica, and how far beyond we cannot tell. At last 
they disco\'ered the remains of an ancient people who 
had apparently been destroyed in battle. A111011g other 
things they found twenty-four plates of gold, coyercd 
with engravings. 1'his treasure, with so111e other relics 
of the ,·anished race, they took back to king Limhi. 

\Vhcn, shortly :1fter, this section of the :'\cphite 
people escaped from their La111auite task111:1sters :111d 
returned to Zarahemla, the twenty-four golden plates 



STORY OF THE BOOK OF I\IOR�ION'. 447 

Tlrn TOWER OF BADEL. 

were presented to king :\Iosiah, the younger, and he 
being a seer, translated then1 by the aid of the Urin1 
and Thu1111ni111, or, as described iu the Book of 1Ior-
111011, the interpreters, or " two stones which were 
fastened into the two ri111s of a bow." 

These plates were found to contain the history of 
the world fro111 the creation to the ti111e of the building 
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of the Tower of Babel, and of the race "·hose re111ains 
had been found by the people of Limhi scattered on 
the land north ward. 

This was, howe\'er, not the first inti111atio11 that 
the Nephi tes had of the. existence of this extincl 
people ; for in the days of the elder 1Iosiah a large 
engra\'ed stone was brought to hin1 that had been dis­
coYered by the people of Zarahenila. It ga,·e a Yery 
brief account of this sa111e race, but 111ore particularly 
referred to its last ruler, na111ed Coriantunir ;  which 
Coriantnn1r had hin1self been known to the Zarahe1111a­
ites ; for he had, pre,·ions to his death, resided in their 
1nidst for nine 111onths. This race is known to the 
readers of the Book of �lormon as the J aredites. 

The history that we lun·e of this ren1arkable peo­
ple. as given in the Book of 11onuon, is l\Ioroui's abridg-
111ent of the record coutained on the twenty-four plates 
of gold. It entirely passes over the earlier portions of 
the history, and co111111ences with the dispersion of 
the hu111an fan1ily, when God confounded their lan­
guage �t the To,,·er of Babel. Interspersed with the 
narratiYe are 1nany interpolations of nioroni's, in the 
shape of refleclions, prophecies and explanatory re-
1narks. As these additions or notes by the compiler 
are inserted in the body of the work, and not as foot 
notes, the reader of this abridgment has to use care in 
its pernsal, or his ideas are apt to becon1e confused; and 
he is troub1e.d to account for statements which become 
perfectly plain wheil it is understood the,· were written 
nearly four hnndred years after the adyent of the Holy 
Savior. 

1�he history of the J aredi tes is cal led the Book of 
Ether, because the twenty-four plates fro111 which it is 
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taken were hidden by a J aredite prophet 11a111ed Ether, 
in the place where they \Yere afterwards discovered hy 
the people of king Li111hi. 

The ancestors of the J aredites were engaged in 
the atten1pt to build the Tower of Babel. It is prob�­
ble the:�i were of the fainily of Shen1, as they were 
\rorshipers of the true God, and he conferred upon 
them his priesthood. How far they had wandered fron1 
the to\,·er, if at all, " ·hen the Lord con1111enced the 
re\·elation of his will to the111, is not apparent fro111 the 
sacred text. They were co111111a11ded by hi111 to go 
" dm.t'Jl into the , ·alley which is  northward, " and as the 
expressions up and down, when they occur in the Book 
of :\Ionnon in conne�tion with geographical locality, 
are always used with great exactitude, ,re 1nay Yenture 
two snnnises : that Jared and his friends had already 
wandered into s0111e not far distant hilly region, or tbat 
the ,,alley into which they were commanded to descend 
sloped towards the north, the flow of its \\·aters, if any, 
being in that direction. In the days of the Nephites, 
the expression down is always used for north when 
referring to the places in and about the \'alley of the 
riYer Sidon, which e1npties into the Caribbean Sea. 

The valley into which the Lord led the J aredites 
was called Xinirod, after that 111ighty hunter of the 
early post-diluYian age. Here the people of Jared 
tarried for a ti1ne, while they prepared for the long 
journey which \vas before the111. Their flocks and 
herds they had with them ; they 110\\' went to work and 
snared fowls ; they carried wjth the111 hives of honey 
bees (known to the111 by the 11a111e of Deseret) ; and 
prepared a Yessel in which they transported the fish of 
the waters. E verything that could possibly be of use 
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to them they appear to haYe collecled. They \\"ere 
going to a land that had been S\Yept clean by the 
waters of the Deluge ; it had been bereft of all its 
aninial life; the seeds of grains and fruits no longer 
germinated in its soil ; and the colony had to replenish 
the continent with the a11i111al and vegetable life, neces­
sary for their comfort and sustenance, as though it was 
a new earth. 

\\Then in the \·alley of Ni111rod the Lord came 
down and talked with the brother of Jared. But the 
brother of Jared saw him not, for the Lord re111ai11ed con­
cealed in a cloud. And God directed that the con1pa11y 
should go forth into the wilderness, into that quarter 
where man had never yet been. As they journeyed the 
Heavenly Presence went before the1n in the cloud 
and instructed the111 and gave directions which way 
they should travel. Iu the course of their journey 
they had 111any waters-seas, ri\·ers, and lakes, to cross, 
on which occasions they built barges, as directed by the 
Lord. It must have been an arduous labor, requiring 
much time and great patience to transport their flocks 
and herds, with all the rest of their cnmberons freight 
across these 111any waters . 

\Ve shall not attempt to trace the wanderings of 
the company on their way to the pro111ised land. 'rhc 
account giYen in the of Book of Ether is entirely too 
111eagre for that pn rpose. 

Sonic suppose they went as far 11orth as the 
Caspian Sea, which they crossed ; then turning east­
ward slowly journeyed along the great central Asian 
plateau ; thence to the Pncific seaboard, 111ost probably 
011 the coast of China. 'l'hese suppositions 111ay be 
correct; the writer docs not know enough to either 
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affirm or deny then1 ;  but one thing is certain, the 
journey 111ust have been a very long and tedious one, 
encun1bered as the company was, with the flocks, 
etc . .  which they took with them to stock the land to 
which God was leading them. The region through 
which they passed was one in which no n1a11 dwelt, they 
conld pnrchase no supplies, and if they did not live 
entirely on wild fruit, fish and small ga111e, i t  is proba­
ble that they tarried now and again, at favorable points, 
long enough to plant and reap a crop. As they ad­
vanced to a great distance fron1 the centre of population 
in western Asia it  is possible that they tra,·eled beyond 
the li111its to which the larger anin1als had, by that 
time, scattered; and if so, they were entirely without 
the aid of the food obtained by the chase; on the 
other hand, it is probable that the fish in the lakes and 
rivers formed a valuable source of food supply; yet it 
11n1st also be reu1em bered they carried fish in a Yessel 
,,·ith them. According to the generally accepted chro­
nology, which may be right or may be wrong, the build­
ing of Babe] c01111nenced a litt\e over a hundred years 
after the Deluge. 

Through their prayers and faith the founders of 
the J aredite nation obtained many precious promises of 
the Lord. An1ong these was the assurance that their 
language should not be confounded, and that the Lord 
hin1self would go before them and lead them into a 
land choice above eyery other land. And again, than 
the nation that they should found there should be none 
greater upon all the face of the earth. The history of 
their descendants proves how fully this last pro111ise 
was realized. The cotemporary nations on the eastern 
continent-Egypt, Chaldea and Babylonia-were insig-
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nificant when compared with the yast extent of terri­
tory held and filled by the J aredites; they were the 
sole rulers of the whole western he111isphere, and 
possibly the originals, whence arose the stories of the 
greatness and grandeur of the fabled Atlantis ; for we 
haYe no account in the sacred records that God shnt 
the111 out from the knowledge of the rest of 111ankind 
wheu he planted then1 in A 111erica, as he afterwards did 
the Nephites ; and late research has shown that the 
geographical k11owledge of the ancients was 111uch 
greater in the earlier ages than at the time of the 
Savior and a few hundred years previous to his adYent. 

C HAPTER LXXIX. 

::'IIORL\XCC:.\IER-BUII,DI�G THE BARGES-THE FIXGER OF 
TllE LORD- THE APPEARIXG OF THE S.-\\.IOR-1'HE 
\'0\'AGE. 

I 
ED BY the Lord personally, instructed by his own 

--1 111onth, protected by his presence, the colony, of 
which Jared's brother appears to have been the prophet 
and leader, at last reached the borders of the great sea 
which divides the continents. �ro the place where they 
tarried they gave the name of i\1oria11cu111er. Here they 
remained for a period of four years, at the encl of which 
ti111e the Lord again \'isited the brother of Jared in a 
cloncl and chastened him aud his brethren, because of 
their 11cglccl: to call upon his 11a111e. R.epe11ta11ce fol­
lowed this reproof, and on their repentance their sins 
were forgi\'Cll them. 




