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T he Deuteronomistic History (often abbreviated as DtrH) is a historical collection that tells the history 
of Israel from the doctrinal perspective of the book of Deuteronomy. It comprises Joshua, Judges, 

1 and 2 Samuel, and 1 and 2 Kings. Although it draws on earlier sources, such as various royal annals 
(see, for example, 1 Kings 11:41), the Deuteronomistic History was probably composed during the reign 
of Judahite king Josiah and then revised shortly after the Babylonian exile. Although each of the bib-
lical books that make up the Deuteronomistic History has its own distinctive perspective and message 
(compare Joshua with Judges, for example), the books come together to form a history of Israel with a 
distinctive message. 

The Deuteronomistic History is very concerned with the covenant loyalty of Israel, and especially that 
of its kings, to Jehovah. Because of this, these historical books are especially concerned with rituals and 
ritual activities that were performed to gods aside from the God of Israel, especially Baal. Thus, 2 Kings 
17:7–19 specifically attributes the destruction of the Northern Kingdom of Israel to Israel’s idolatrous 
activities. Similarly, according to 2 Kings 24:1–3 it was the wickedness and idolatry of King Manasseh 
that led to the Babylonian captivity and the destruction of the Jerusalem temple. Although 2 Kings, and 
therefore the Deuteronomistic History, ends with the deposed Judahite king Jehoiachin in captivity, it 
also ends on a message of hope, as the king is treated kindly by Babylonian king Evil-Merodach. 

Related verses
Deuteronomy 28 
Judges 2:11–23 
Judges 21:25 
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1 Samuel 8:6–9 
1 Kings 11:4–8 
1 Kings 12:25–33 
1 Kings 15:1–3 
2 Kings 17:7–9 
2 Kings 24:1–3 
2 Kings 25:27–30

Credits
Author: Avram R. Shannon 
General Editor: Taylor Halverson 
Associate Editor: Morgan Tanner 
Senior Editor: Sarah Whitney Johnson 
Assistant Editor: Verlanne Johnson 
ScripturePlus Design: Jasmin Gimenez Rappleye


