HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL
CULTURAL INSIGHT

oly One of Israel” is one of the distinctive titles of the God of Israel. It is strongly associated with the
|_| book of Isaiah, appearing there twenty-five times out of a total thirty-one appearances in the Old
Testament. This title appears to be an expression of the doctrine noted in Leviticus when Jehovah insists
to Israel that they need to be holy because He is holy (see, for example, Leviticus 11:44). In the latter part of the
book of Isaiah, “Holy One of Israel” often appears in lists of titles, as in Isaiah 45:11—“Thus says Jehovah,
the Holy One of Israel, its Former . . .” (translation mine)—or Isaiah 43:3—“For I am Jehovah, your

God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.”

The title “Holy One” can appear by itself. In some cases, it functions as a shortened form of “Holy One of
Israel,” as in Isaiah 40:25. In other cases, such as Psalm 16:10, it does not refer to Jehovah. In fact, in the
case of Psalm 16:10 the word translated in the King James Version as “holy one” is a different word than
the one used in the title “Holy One of Israel.” It is better translated as “pious one” or “covenant keeper.”
The contrast is instructive in Psalm 89:18-19, where the distinctive title referring to Jehovah is used in

verse 18 and the reference to the pious one in used in verse 19.
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