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The Book of Mormon Tested
Alice Louise Reynolds.

“And when ye shall receive these things, I would exhort you 
that ye would ask God, the eternal Father, in the name of Christ, 
if these things are not true; and if ye shall ask with a sincere 
heart, with real intent, having faith in Christ, he will manifest 
the truth of it unto you, by the power of the Holy Ghost.”—Book 
of Mormon, Moroni, 10:4.

His Mother Gave Him The Book of Mormon.
He was a little boy living in Ogden, Utah, born just five 

years after the pioneers entered the valley.
He learned to read when he was very young, and although 

he was only seven years of age when the Book of Mormon was 
given to him by his mother, he had read Sindbad the Sailor and 
other stories that are the product of imagination.

It was in the summer time when the book was first placed 
in the little fellow’s hands, so he seated himself in the shade 
of the log cabin and began to read it. He had read but a few 
pages when he said to himself, “This book is not like the other 
books I have read; this book is true. It is from God I” The 
conviction of the truth of the book that took hold of the child has 
never left him. Although he is a man considerably past middle 
life at the present time, a man of large experience and of many 
varied testimonies, yet he says the Book of Mormon holds a 
unique place in his experience which is held by no other book. 
More than that, he tells us that the feeling that came to him that 
the book is true and of God is always present whenever he reads 
it. Other books of scripture carry with them something of the 
same feeling, but not in the same measure or degree as does 
the Book of Mormon.

This man is one of the very best known men among the 
Latter-day Saints. Were I toi go into the details of his life, 
there would be comparatively few of my readers who would not 
identify him. He has electrified audiences all over the Church 
and in the mission field with the power of his testimony. He 



428 RELIEF SOCIETY MAGAZINE

was once asked, by the president of a mission, to visit a family 
where the wife had joined the Church, but where the husband 
was still skeptical. He talked most of the night with the man 
who pondered in his heart the things he heard, and as a result, 
joined the Church. His son, then a mere lad, listened to the con­
versation of that night with rapt attention. Later in calling the inci­
dent to mind he said to me, “That, too, was the night of my con­
version as well as that of my father.” This family moved to Utah 
and both the father and the son are occupying prominent places, 
one in the Church, the other in the State.

The driving force behind this man, who was the little boy 
in Ogden, is like unto the force that was kindled within his soul 
as he sat by the log cabin reading the book that his mother gave 
him.

His Sweetheart Gave Him the Book of Mormon

Two or three years ago a young man came from the moun­
tainous districts of Central Europe to Utah. He was not a 
member of the Church of lesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. His 
mother and a number of his sisters, and possibly a brother, had 
joined the Church. When he was a lad he went to livd with an 
uncle, who was very prosper )us, so that his association with the 
members of his own family had not been as close as that of his 
brothers and sisters.

He loved his mother, and brothers and sisters, but was not 
a little embarrassed over the fact that they had joined the so- 
called “Mormon” church. When he came to Salt Lake City it 
was not because of the sympathy for, or interest that he had in 
the “Mormon” people, but merely because he wanted to be with 
his mother. On the day of his arrival, his sister met him with 
a friend. He could not speak English, so there was no communi­
cation between them. He was well trained in a certain line of 
work, and so he induced his sister’s friend to go with him and 
exnlain matters to a well-known business house in Salt Lake City 
with the thought of his obtaining a position. He obtained the 
position he sought, and became convinced that his first duty was 
to learn English. Asa result, he entered a school that was very 
clo~e to his place of business.

The friend also was near by in her studio. Frequently the 
young man came into her room to ask her to pronounce the words 
of his lesson. On one occasion she suggested that she would be 
efad to have him read to her and she would correct his pronunci­
ation when faulty. He promptly agreed to the arrangement and 
his exoression was full of pleasure at the suggestion,—an expres­
sion that did not fade until she handed him the Book of Mormon.
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Then she said he looked at her in a most indignant manner, and as 
if he would liked to have said, "Don’t you think it most unkind 
to take advantage of me in my helplessness by giving me that 
book?”

However, he began reading the book and in time became 
very much interested. The reading of the Book of Mormon 
completed, she gave him the book of Doctrine and Covenants to 
read. At the conclusion of the reading of these two books, the 
young man was ready for baptism. He says that the Book of 
Mormon conveyed to him the truth of the Latter-day gospel.

The resentment that he felt to the young woman for plac­
ing this book in his hands turned to admiration, which ripened 
into love. About one year and a half ago these young people 
were married in the Salt Lake Temple, much to the satisfaction 
and gratification, not only of themselves, but of a devoted family.

The kodak pictures were taken of the Hill Cumorah on July 19, 
1916. The persons appearing in the “snaps” are Mrs. Amy Brown 
Lyman, General Secretary; Mrs. Jeannette A. Hyde, business man­
ager of the Mrs. Emma A. Empey, member of the General
Board,, and Miss Emily Smith, daughter of Mrs. Julina L. Smith and 
President Joseph F. Smith.




