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New EA.R.M.S. Book Shows Olive Tree
Allegory Merits Honor and Attention

One of the most magnificent al­
legories in all of sacred literature, 
Zenos's allegory of the olive tree in 
Jacob 5, is the focus of a new collec­
tion of essays by LDS scholars: The 
Allegory of the Olive Tree: The Olive, 
the Bible, and Jacob 5. The result of 
more than ten years of research, 
culminating in the 1992 annual 
F.A.R.M.S. symposium, these 
twenty-one essays by twenty LDS 
scholars examine the allegory of the 
olive tree and related topics from 
many perspectives, including his­
torical, botanical, symbolic, reli-

What Does Recent Scholarship Really 
Say about the Book of Mormon?

A recently published collection 
of essays purports to examine the 
Book of Mormon using the latest 
scholarly tools and information. 
The authors of New Approaches to the 
Book of Mormon: Explorations in Criti­
cal Methodology assert that such 
scholarship shows the Book of Mor­
mon is not of ancient origin, that it 
was written, not translated, by Jo­
seph Smith in the nineteenth cen­
tury and reflects that time and that 
time alone.

What does recent scholarship 
say about the Book of Mormon? 

gious, linguistic, and theological. 
Stephen D. Ricks and John W. 
Welch, both professors at BYU, ed­
ited the volume.

The allegory in Jacob 5 reflects 
an Israelite background and a 
prophet who is deeply interested in 
"cultivating" a righteous posterity 
in the promised land and who is fas­
cinated by the almost miraculous re­
generative powers and remarkable 
productivity of the amazing olive 
tree.

The authors of these essays an-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

According to the reviewers in the 
latest issue of the Revieiv of Books 
on the Book of Mormon, the best 
new scholarly studies of the Book of 
Mormon affirm or are compatible 
with the book's claims for itself— 
that it is an ancient text containing 
sacred writings.

The reviewers conclude that the 
approaches taken in New Approaches 
are not particularly new, nor are 
they particularly scholarly. The 
criticism mentioned in the book's 
subtitle turns out not to be the rigor-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Dead Sea Scroll 
Expert Gives 
F.A.R.M.S. Lecture

Emanual Tov, an eminent Dead 
Sea Scrolls scholar, delivered the 
seventh annual F.A.R.M.S. lecture 
on February 22 in the BYU Varsity 
Theater on "The Hebrew Bible in 
the Dead Sea Scrolls." Tov is Edi- 
tor-in-Chief of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Publication Project and a world- 
renowned expert on the Bible and 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. A transcript 
and video of his presentation are 
available on the order form. Tov 
gave a similar lecture in Salt Lake 
City (both lectures were presented 
to overflow crowds).

Professor Tov has published 
widely on the Bible and on the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. In 1993 his Tex­
tual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible re­
ceived an award from the Biblical 
Archaeological Society for the best 
book relating to the Old Testament, 
and in 1990 volume 8 of Discoveries 
in the Judean Desert received the 
prestigious Shkupp Prize for Best 
Book in Biblical Studies. His pro­
fessional activities, in addition to di­
recting the Dead Sea Scrolls Publi­
cation Project, include serving as 
Editor of the Hebrew University 
Bible Project and as Co-director, 
Computer Assisted Tools for Septu- 
agint Studies.

Each year the Foundation for

Continued on page 4
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Revisiting the Land of Jerusalem via the Dead Sea Scrolls

F
or over 160 years, beginning 
at least with the 1833 publi­
cation of Alexander 
Campbell's Delusions, countless crit­

ics have claimed that the Book of 
Mormon's use of the phrase "land 
of Jerusalem" was a major error 
and proof that the book was false. 
They especially criticized the use of 
this phrase in reference to the place 
where Christ would be bom. That 
phrase was not used in the Bible 
nor in the Apocrypha. Therefore, 
the critics concluded, it was an ex­
ample of Joseph Smith's ignorance 
and evidence that he had tried to 
perpetrate a fraud. (For a thorough 
overview of this argument, see the 
essay by Daniel Peterson in Review 
of Books on the Book of Mormon 5:62- 
78.)

For anyone honestly concerned 
with the authenticity of the Book of 
Mormon, there was little to argue 
about after Hugh Nibley showed in 
1957 that one of the Amama letters, 
written in the 13th century b.c. and 
discovered in 1887, recounted the 
capture of "a city of the land of 
Jerusalem, Bet-Ninib" (CWHN 
6:101). Predictably, this evidence, 
along with further evidence of the 
general usage of this type of termi­
nology in the Old World (see John 
W. Welch, ed., Reexploring the Book 
of Mormon, 170-72), has been ig­
nored by critics of the Book of 
Mormon.

Now from the Dead Sea Scrolls 
comes an even more specific occur­
rence of the phrase "land of Jerusa­

lem" that gives insight into its usage 
and meaning—in a text that indi­
rectly links the phrase to the Jerusa­
lem of Lehi's time.

Robert Eisenmann and Michael 
Wise, in The Dead Sea Scrolls Uncov­
ered (1993), discuss one document 
that they have provisionally named 
"Pseudo-Jeremiah" (scroll 4Q385). 
The beginning of the damaged text 
reads as follows:

... Jeremiah the Prophet before 
the Lord
[... wh]o were taken captive 
from the land of Jerusalem 
[Eretz Yerushalayim, column 1, 
line 2] (p. 58)

In their discussion of this text, 
Eisenmann and Wise elaborate on 
the significance of the phrase "land 
of Jerusalem," which they see as an 
equivalent for Judah (Yehudf

Another interesting reference is 
to the "land of Jerusalem" in 
Line 2 of Fragment 1. This 
greatly enhances the sense of 
historicity of the whole, since 
Judah or 'Yehud' (the name of 
the area on coins from the Per­
sian period) by this time con­
sisted of little more than Jerusa­
lem and its immediate environs. 
(P-57)
Based on the evidence from 

Qumran, and in the words of 
Eisenmann and Wise, we can con­
clude that consistent usage of such 
language among a people of Israel 
who fled Jerusalem at the time of 
Jeremiah also "greatly enhances the 
sense of historicity" of the Book of

Mormon.
Critics of the Book of Mormon 

will not likely give up this argu­
ment, despite the evidence. This is 
not surprising, after all, because the 
part of their argument that the 
phrase was not known in Joseph 
Smith's day was correct. Virtually 
all opponents of the Book of Mor­
mon have to assume, a priori, that 
the text is a purely human 19th-cen­
tury document in order to justify 
their rejection of the text. In the 
case of "land of Jerusalem," since 
the phrase could not be explained 
as being part of Joseph's learning 
environment and since it was not 
known in biblical literature, they in­
correctly concluded that Joseph 
must have been wrong. Trying to 
prove a negative, they argued from 
silence and puffed this supposed 
error into what they believed was 
one of their highest polemical 
mountains of evidence against the 
Book of Mormon.

The phrase was not current in 
Joseph's day, but, unknown to him, 
it was an accurate usage for the day 
in which he claimed the book was 
written. Thus, despite the critics' 
best efforts, Joseph's supposed "er­
ror" becomes one more evidence of 
the Book of Mormon's authenticity.

Based on research by Gordon C. 
Thomasson
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Review Gives Latest Word on Book of Mormon Scholarship
ous, balanced scrutiny promised in 
its preface, but a relentless criticiz­
ing and dismissing of the Book of 
Mormon's claims to be of ancient 
origin, with little substance and 
little merit.

This issue of the Review of 
Books on the Book of Mormon de­
parts from the usual format of re­
viewing a large number of books to 
examine just one, because that one, 
though not worthy of such scrutiny 
on its own terms, addresses the cru­
cial issue of the historicity of the 
Book of Mormon and because it is 
something of an anomaly—attacks 
on the Book of Mormon, even ones 
garbed in robes of supposed schol­

arship, are not new, but they usu­
ally come from outside The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
instead of from individuals who 
claim to have a spot within.

The Review contains articles that 
examine New Approaches as a whole 
and a number that review indi­
vidual chapters. Some of the re­
views go beyond an evaluation of 
the chapters reviewed to explore the 
subjects addressed in those chap­
ters, breaking new ground in impor­
tant aspects of the study of the Book 
of Mormon. Reviewers include:

Richard Lloyd Anderson 
Davis Bitton

John Gee
William J. Hamblin 
Louis C. Midgley 
Robert L. Millet
Daniel C. Peterson, editor 
Matthew Roper 
Royal Skousen 
James A. Smith 
John L. Sorenson
Martin Tanner
John A. Tvedtnes 
John W. Welch

Use the order form in this issue 
of Insights to get this latest, insight­
ful Revieiv of Books on the Book of 
Mormon.

New Book Discusses Imagery and Significance of the Olive

swer many questions about the ol­
ive and the allegory, including:
• What does Zenos's allegory 

mean?
• Why was the olive such a power­

ful image among the people of 
the Bible?

• What has the image of the olive 
tree meant to God's prophets 
and people in ancient times and 
today?

• What significance did the olive 
have in ancient religion and lit­
erature?

• What importance did the olive 
have in the life of ancient Israel­
ites?

• How accurate are the physical 
details of the allegory—the meth­
ods of grafting, pruning, and cul­
tivating?

• Who was Zenos and when did 
he live?

• How do Zenos's words, his vo­
cabulary, and his rhetoric affect 
the meaning of his allegory?

• What are the meanings of the 
symbols of the allegory—the 
roots, the bitterness of the fruit, 
the loftiness of the tree, the ripen­
ing and decay, the pruning and 
burning, the growing old, and the 
rejuvenation?

As the authors answer these and 
many other questions, they shed 
light on the allegory's important 
meaning, deep emotion, rich wis­
dom, and divine feeling. And they 
bear testimony to the many forms of 
God's love and care for his children.

For example, from these essays 
we learn:
1. You really can cut a shoot from 
an olive tree and stick it in the 
ground and it will grow; this and 
other agricultural details from the 

allegory are accurate—with one ex­
ception, which seems to emphasize 
the miraculous nature of God's 
mercy.
2. The name Gethsemane means "oil 
press," and just as in that garden oil 
was pressed out of olives under 
great pressure, so under a great 
burden there flowed from the Sav­
ior both blood and mercy.

Insights like these abound in 
the book. Don't miss this opportu­
nity to increase your understanding 
and appreciation of this piece of sa­
cred literature. The Allegory of the 
Olive Tree, copublished by Deseret 
Book and F.A.R.M.S., is available 
on the order form in this issue at a 
substantial discount. See the back 
of the order form for more details 
on the authors and topics found in 
this remarkable volume.
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Professor Tov Discusses Dead Sea Scrolls in F.A.R.M.S. Lecture
Ancient Research and Mormon 
Studies (F.A.RM.S.) sponsors a lec­
ture or symposium on the Book of 
Mormon or other ancient scripture. 
Previous lectures have focused on 
warfare in the Book of Mormon, 
temples in the ancient world, Maya 
harvest festivals and the Book of 
Mormon, and the allegory of the 
olive tree in Jacob 5.

In this year's lecture, Professor 
Tov provided a good overview of 
the biblical material found in the 
scrolls. Of the approximately 800 
compositions found among the 
scroll fragments, about one quarter 
are texts of the books found in the 
Hebrew Bible—the earliest known 
copies of these texts.

"The chief importance of these 
texts," Tov said, is that they pro­
vide "understanding of the devel­
opment of the Hebrew Bible." 
There are many differences be­
tween the texts found in the scrolls 
and the books of the Hebrew Bible 
as we have it today. Analyzing 
these differences may help scholars 
understand the process by which 
the biblical texts were developed 
and transmitted. "But the differ­
ences are in the details," Tov em­
phasized. "The message remains 
the same."

The scrolls can also help us un­
derstand the "development of He­
brew and Aramaic, some of the cul­
ture of the period [the scrolls have 
been dated from approximately 250 
b.c. to a.d. 70], the history of ideas, 
and the period in which Christian­
ity began."

While Professor Tov acknowl­
edged that there were parallels be­
tween ideas contained in some of 

the scroll fragments and the teach­
ings of the early Christians, he be­
lieves that current research findings 
do not point to any connection be­
tween the two groups. He also 
pointed out similarities between the 
Qumran community and the LDS 
community, particularly between 
the way of life that is prescribed in 
the "Manual of Discipline" scroll 
and the way of life that he observed 
among the Mormons and that is 
shown in the Book of Mormon.

Tov also reviewed some of the 
history of the work on the scrolls. 
While acknowledging the work ac­
complished by the original commit­
tee of eight scholars, Tov pointed 
out how much faster the work of 
translation was proceeding now 
that the second generation of schol­
ars working on the scrolls had been 
expanded to a team of sixty, almost 
equally divided between Israel, Eu­
rope, and the United States.

Professor Tov was accompanied 
in his visit to Provo by Dr. Weston 
Fields, executive director of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls Foundation. They 
consulted with researchers at 
F.A.R.M.S. and Brigham Young 
University on a joint F.A.R.M.S.- 
BYU project to produce a compre­
hensive electronic database of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and related materi­
als on CD-ROM. The database "will 
be a great tool for scholars and stu­
dents of the Bible and the Dead Sea 
Scrolls," said Tov. "It will facilitate 
tremendous research speed and I 
hope its use will be of great benefit 
to my colleagues" in the Dead Sea 
Scrolls Publication Project.

The database will greatly in­
crease the availability of essential re­

search materials to scholars and 
students of the Bible, Dead Sea 
Scrolls, and related literatures. It 
will eventually contain all the mate­
rials that scholars will need for 
Dead Sea Scrolls research and will 
make them available instanta­
neously and in a fully indexed and 
linked format on screen.

When completed, the database 
will constitute the first major contri­
bution of the LDS community to 
the larger world of Christian and 
Jewish scholarship on the Bible and 
related literatures. It will eventu­
ally be linked to a comparable data­
base of Book of Mormon materials.

Tov also announced two addi­
tional areas of cooperation between 
F.A.R.M.S. and his publication 
project. As an offshoot of the data­
base project, F.A.RM.S. will supply 
concordances to be printed in each 
volume on the scrolls yet to be pub­
lished.

And he announced that Donald 
W. Parry, a member of the 
F.A.R.M.S. board of directors who 
is presently in Jerusalem teaching 
an intensive language course 
through the BYU Jerusalem Center, 
is providing what Tov called 
"work-in-kind" help to the scrolls 
publication project, with support 
from F.A.R.M.S. Specifically, Parry 
is assisting Frank M. Cross with his 
volume on the long-awaited 
Samuel scroll.

During their visit to Utah, Tov 
and Fields were also involved in 
fund-raising for the Dead Sea 
Scrolls Foundation for the publica­
tion and preservation of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls.
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F.A.R.M.S.-Sponsored Researcher Searches for More Plant 
Evidence of Voyages from India to America

Assisted by a grant from the 
Foundation, Carl L. Johannessen, 
Emeritus Professor of Geography 
at the University of Oregon, is now 
in India with an assistant searching 
for sculptured images of sunflow­
ers and other American crop 
plants. Their earlier studies docu­
mented that images of maize from 
the New World had been carved 
on temple sculptures in India dat­
ing to medieval times, centuries 
before the Spaniards and Portu­
guese could have carried the plant 
to Asia after a.d. 1500, as scholars 
commonly suppose Johannessen 
and Parker, "Maize Ears Sculpted 
in 12th and 13th Century a.d. India 
as Indicators of Pre-Columbian 
Diffusion," Economic Botany 43/2 
[1989], 164-80; reprint available on 
the order form).

Sunflowers evolved in what is 
now Oklahoma and New Mexico, 
then spread as far as South 
America in pre-Hispanic times. 
The earlier research on maize in In­
dia revealed the presence also of 
sunflowers in Hindu art in the pe­
riod 200 b.c. to a.d. 1250. Some of 
the stone carvings of sunflowers 
occur in contexts that relate to sun­
rise or sunset at calendrically sig­
nificant days, which may hint at a 
relationship with similar practices 
in the New World. For example, at 
Halebid, Karnataka (a.d. 800-1000), 
a large sunflower is carved over 
the ear of a statue located on a plat­
form that is arranged to allow sun­
light to shine at dawn on the equi­
nox upon the sacred Shiva Lingam 
in the innermost sanctum of the 
main temple. This temple's outer 
walls also happen to be covered by 
sculptures of maidens holding ears 
of American maize.

Johannessen's current work will 
look at scores of further Hindu and 
Jain temples to document in photo­
graphs and on video the presence 
and significance of images of sun­
flowers. At some shrines the sun­
flower is associated with representa­
tions of still other American species, 
the pineapple and custard apple 
(anona). These too will be docu­
mented visually where possible.

If firm evidence can be mustered 
for the presence of American plants 
in ancient India, it will demonstrate 
that voyages across the Pacific took 
place, probably in both directions. 
There is already an increasing body 
of facts demonstrating the falsity of 
the common assumption by conser­
vative (landlubber) archaeologists 
that the oceans were impenetrable 
barriers that kept ancient America 
"hermetically sealed" from Old 
World cultural and genetic influ­
ences.

A recent article in the Wall Street 
Journal ("Strands of Time: A 
Geneticist's Work on DNA Bears 
Fruit for Anthropologists," [10 Nov. 
1993], Al) supports the emerging 
view that ancient voyaging capabili­
ties have been greatly underesti­
mated. It reports on studies by Pro­
fessor Douglas C. Wallace and col­
leagues at Emory University tracing 
descent lines by comparing mito­
chondrial DNA. (This substance oc­
curs in every human cell; the pres­
ence or absence of certain mutations 
is interpreted as a record of descent 
lines.)

"To their surprise" these re­
searchers found that a particular pat­
tern of mutations occurs in Southeast 
Asia and Oceania and also in tropical 
South America (but not in Siberia). 
Their only explanation is that "some 

6,000 to 12,000 years ago these an­
cient mariners made it to the 
Americas," either by crossing the 
ocean directly or by traveling along 
the coasts of Asia, Alaska, and 
Canada. Critics of this idea 
abound; research continues.

Stephen C. Jett, Professor of 
Geography at the University of 
California at Davis, has recently 
published a related article in BYU 
Studies ("Before Columbus: The 
Question of Early Transoceanic 
Interinfluences," 33/2, 245-71; re­
print available on the order form). 
This comprehensive discussion of 
the scholarly controversy over this 
question is the best popular-level 
treatment available. Jett cites an 
authoritative recent source giving 
evidence that the Solomon Islands 
and New Ireland in the southwest 
Pacific were reached by humans, 
necessarily by sea voyaging, way 
back in glacial times. Apparently 
seafaring is an extremely old skill!

As research continues on this 
issue, Latter-day Saints will be in­
terested in the sea change in schol- 
arlv opinion that seems to be un- 
defway about the possibilities for 
Old World intervention in the New 
World, as the Book of Mormon re­
ports.

Meanwhile Research Press's 
publication by John Sorenson and 
Martin Raish {Pre-Columbian Con­
tact with the Americas across the 
Oceans: An Annotated Bibliography, 
1990) has proved vital to ongoing
studies of ancient voyaging to and 
from America (Jett terms it, "a 
monument and a tremefidously 
valuable research tool"). Only a 
few sets of the work remain in
stock, but Sorenson is atwork on 
an update.
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Former BYU Dean Offers Insights into 
the Old Testament

Since we published in last 
November's Insights a list of recom­
mended books to supplement your 
reading of the Old Testament, an 
excellent resource has been pub­
lished by Deseret Book. A Latter- 
day Saint Commentary on the Old Tes­
tament, by Ellis Rasmussen, is writ­
ten from an orthodox LDS perspec­
tive to nonscholars, but it incorpo­
rates the insights of a scholar who 
knows the scholarly literature and 
the Hebrew language.

Its intent is to help beginning 
readers understand more as they 
tackle the Old Testament for the 
first time. It offers the reader in­
sights into the culture, history, and 
language of the Old Testament— 
insights that Rasmussen, dean 
emeritus of Religious Education at 
BYU, has gained in a lifetime of

Upcoming Events

• The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New Era 
Dawns will be broadcast on the 
VISN network March 17 at 9:00 p.m. 
(all times are EST), March 20 at 7:00 
p.m., and March 23 at 1:00 a.m. This 
video contains highlights of the 
1992 conference on the scrolls held 
at Stanford University that 
F.A.R.M.S. helped to sponsor. The 
video is also available on the order 
form in this issue of Insights.

• John L. Sorenson, professor 
emeritus of Anthropology at BYU 
and formerly a member of the 
F.A.R.M.S. board of directors, will 

study. For example, in the account 
in Exodus 2 that tells how Moses 
"slew" the Egyptian who was 
"smitting" the Hebrew, Rasmussen 
points out the balance between the 
two actions by noting that the 
"same Hebrew verb translated smit­
ing in verse 11 is translated slew in 
verse 12; it a verb used to describe 
what soldiers do in battle. Thus 
Moses did to the Egyptian what he 
was doing to the Hebrew. His ac­
tion destroyed a life but was in de­
fense of a life."

More experienced students will 
also find much here of value. The 
commentary will help them dis­
cover added meaning, deeper impli­
cations, and broader applications of 
truths taught in the Old Testament.

Copies may be ordered at a dis­
count using the order form.

present a fireside in Logan on 
"Archaeology and the Book of Mor­
mon." The fireside will be held on 
the evening of April 7 at 7:00 p.m. at 
The Book Table, 29 South Main St. 
Sorenson reports that his purpose 
will be "to lay out and illustrate 
sound guidelines to an intelligent, 
productive comparison of 'Archae­
ology' on the one hand and 'the 
Book of Mormon' on the other by 
examining the lessons taught by 
what has been called 'Biblical Ar­
chaeology'."
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The Purpose of F.A.R.M.S.
The Foundation for Ancient Research 

and Mormon Studies (F. A.R.M.S.) encour­
ages and supports research about the Book 
of Mormon, Another Testament of Jesus 
Christ, and other ancient scriptures.

F.A.R.M.S. is a nonprofit educational 
foundation, independent of all other orga­
nizations. Its main research interests in­
clude ancient history, language, literature, 
culture, geography, politics, and law rel­
evant to the scriptures. Although such 
subjects are of secondary importance 
when compared with the spiritual and 
eternal messages of the scriptures, solid 
research and academic perspectives alone 
can supply certain kinds of useful infor­
mation, even if only tentatively, concern­
ing many significant and interesting ques­
tions about the scriptures.

The Foundation works to make interim 
and final reports about this research avail­
able widely, promptly, and economically. 
As a service to teachers and students of the 
scriptures, research results are distributed 
both in scholarly and popular formats.

It is hoped that this information will 
help all interested people to "come unto 
Christ" (Jacob 1:7) and to understand and 
take more seriously these ancient wit­
nesses of the atonement of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God.
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