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And He Healed Them All Every One by Gary Kapp

HOW DOES THE GOSPEL BRING US UNTO CHRIST?

CONTEXT AND CONTENT

In 3 Nephi 27:20, Jesus declared, “Now this is the com-
mandment: Repent, all ye ends of the earth, and come
unto me and be baptized in my name, that ye may be
sanctified by the reception of the Holy Ghost, that ye
may stand spotless before me at the last day” Impor-
tantly, this verse is part of Jesus Christ’s own description
of His gospel.!

Earlier in this chapter, the disciples had prayed to know
what they should name the Church, which Christ had
established among them. Jesus appeared to them and
taught that “whatsoever ye shall do, ye shall do it in my

name; therefore ye shall call the Church in my name” (3
Nephi 27:7). With this in mind, Christ's commandment
in verse 20 to be “baptized in my name” emphasizes the
importance of His holy name in all gospel-related cove-
nants and ordinances.’

Christ’s message of repentance to “all ye ends of the
earth” and His commandment to “come unto me” must
have been particularly meaningful in the context of His
recent appearance at the temple in Bountiful (3 Nephi
27:20). In that setting, all of the people present were lit-
erally invited to come unto Him one by one and to feel
His resurrected body for themselves.* This event sym-
bolizes the universal outreach of Christ’s gospel, as well



as the personal relationship that He offers to each indi-
vidual child of God.

Also at Bountiful, Christ physically healed those who
were sick or “afflicted in any manner” (3 Nephi 17:9).
So too can His gospel spiritually heal all who come unto
Him.> Those who have faith in Him (3 Nephi 27:19),
repent of their sins, and are baptized in His name can
become spiritually transformed as they are “sanctified
by the reception of the Holy Ghost” (v. 20).

In this blessed condition, they can “stand spotless be-
fore [Christ] at the last day” (3 Nephi 27:20). In the
Book of Mormon, the word spotless almost always re-
fers to being spotless in the presence of God® and has
symbolic reference to one’s clothing.” The term last day
refers to the final judgment,® when resurrected individ-
uals will stand, once again “clothed upon with flesh,” to
be judged of God (Doctrine and Covenants 138:43).°

DOCTRINES AND PRINCIPLES

Like those who physically felt Christ’s healing touch at
the temple in Bountiful, all of us can spiritually come
unto Christ by being baptized into His church and fol-
lowing His gospel. This path of spiritual progression al-
lows us to always “be close to Him” and to eventually
become like Him."

Repentance and baptism are essential elements in
Christ’s gospel because “no unclean thing can enter into
[the Father’s] kingdom” (3 Nephi 27:19). Elder David A.
Bednar has taught, however, that “remission of sin is not
the only or even the ultimate purpose of the gospel.”"!

The higher purpose of Christ’s Atoning power is to
help us become “sanctified by the reception of the Holy
Ghost” (3 Nephi 27:20). Elder Bednar described this
transformation as a “change in our desires, our motives,
and our natures .... Our spiritual purpose is to over-
come both sin and the desire to sin, both the taint and

the tyranny of sin.”*?

As Christ taught, this sanctifying power is facilitated
by the reception of the Holy Ghost, and therefore is a
gift that must be actively received. It should be under-
stood, though, that the cleansing and sanctifying power
of the Holy Ghost is only made possible through Jesus
Christ’s infinite Atonement. As individuals “[yield] to
the enticings of the Holy Spirit” (Mosiah 3:19), the third
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member of the Godhead will “apply the atoning blood
of Christ” to their lives (Mosiah 4:2).

Ultimately, everything about Christ’s church and His
gospel is centered in Christ Himself. The Church is
named after Jesus Christ. The gospel begins with faith in
Christ. Spiritual cleansing is made possible for all man-
kind through Christ’s suffering. And the Holy Ghost’s
ability to sanctify us comes through the enabling power
of Christ’'s Atonement.

It makes sense that the gospel is all about Him because
His Atonement is all about us. Even though He was sin-
less, He suffered for our sins. He bled from every pore
for us (see Mosiah 3:17). He experienced the totality of
mortal pain and sorrow for us (see 2 Nephi 9:21). And
He allowed Himself to be crucified so that He could
draw all of us unto Him, to be righteously “judged ac-
cording to [our] works” (3 Nephi 27:15). At that day,
all who willingly come unto Christ by following His
gospel will stand spotless before Him, having been both
cleansed and sanctified through His Atoning power.
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