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as J, E and P, and they contain nothing that could not be found in a
homogeneous book,” yet even he spoke of J, E and P as differing
“sources” and supposed them to “indicate the different types of
tradition that have been absorbed into the various sections.”® Clyde
Francisco, from a rather conservative stance, quotes approvingly C. R.
North’s statement that, “It seems quite clear that if we bury the
‘"documents,’” we shall have to resurrect them, or something very much
like them.”

The general position of Latter-day Saints on the Old Testament
has been defensive and apologetic, somewhat along the lines seen in
the more traditional Christian denominations. The task for the rare
LDS biblical scholar seems to have been to defend unexamined
Christian tradition about the text (e.g., that a single Isaiah produced
the book that bears his name). Yet concern has been less with the
Bible as such than with its relationship to the Book of Mormon, where
extensive quotations are made from the Old Testament.”

Although the “brass plates” referred to in the Book of Mormon
are said to have much in common with the Old Testament, their
nature has received little attention from Mormon scholars.”
Nonetheless, the hint has long been there that these plates contain a
variant Old Testament text comparable to what scholars have
considered one of the basic “documents” or “texts” from which the
Old Testament was compiled. The thesis of this article is that the
brass plates are related to the “E” source. Mormon scripture may thus
support rather than challenge the notion that more than a single
source underlies the Old Testament.

The Brass Plates

Near the beginning of the Book of Mormon we read of Nephi and
his brothers being sent back to Jerusalem to obtain a record
particularly desired by their father Lehi.”? This record was in the
possession of one Laban, whose ancestry Lehi shared and who
possessed significant power and influence in Jerusalem shortly before
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main source used, with E materials occasionally used in parallel or,
more often, in replacement.*’

Albright noted that differences between J and E already existed
in the Pentateuchal poems dating between Exodus and the Monarchy,
thus the later “schools” had a prior basis.* Such distinction could
have had both a regional and a cultural basis, for the El names which
characterize the E materials tended to be more popular on the edge of
the desert, as a heritage from nomadic times.? Cassuto’s observation
also may be related. He noted that in Old Testament situations where
God is represented as a universal or international deity, rather than as
God of Israel, an El name occurs. For example, in all the sections of
Genesis pertaining to Egypt, including the entire story of Joseph, El
names are used exclusively.®® The universalizing influence, the desert
influence and the Joseph influence in northern Israel all reinforced the
separateness of deity names and motifs of the sacred tradition found
in E, as against the more nationalistic J source preferred by the Jews
at Jerusalem.

Other indications of E in the Book of Mormon

Details not mentioned above further evidence possible E effects
on the Book of Mormon, either through the brass plates or through the
family tradition in which Lehi was reared.

1. The Book of Mormon virtually ignores the Davidic covenant,
which is a J element. David is mentioned but six times
(twice only incidentally in quotations from Isaiah). Two
instances involved strong condemnation of David.**

2. Instead, considerable attention is paid to the Abrahamic
covenant and to the patriarchs. All 29 references to
Abraham are laudatory. Jacob is also so named, a
positive E characteristic, whereas J uses “Israel” as his
personal name. >



























