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gifTjHE av er ag e man ," wrote the 
I great A. E. Housman, “be- 
-■•lieves that the text of ancient 

authors is generally sound, not be-
cause he has acquainted himself 
with the elements of the problem, 
but because he would feel uncom- 
ifortable if he did not believe it." 
The Book of Mormon has enjoyed 
no such popular support. Indeed, 
the “average man" would like 
nothing better than to see it thor-
oughly exposed once and for all; 
it has made him feel uncomfortable 
for over a century. What is holding 
up the show?

For one thing, the Book of Mor-
mon is immune to attack from the 
West. No matter how much archae-
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Paiankh, son of Kherihor and Chief High Priest 
of Ammon. The name, in the form Paankhi, Is 
borne by two rulers of the South, in the first and 
fourth kings of Dyn. XXV. It is absolutely identical 
with the Paanchi of Helaman I, 3.

ological evidence may pile up one 
way or the other, the fact remains 
that the Book of Mormon never 
claims to be telling the story of 
all the people who ever lived in the 
western hemisphere. Even within 
its own limited compass it is, as 
Professor Sidney B. Sperry has 
shown, for the greater part “a 
minority report" and does not deal 
with various branches of several 
groups that came from the Old 
World. Thus where research in 
America may conceivably bring 
forth a wealth of evidence to sup-
port the Book of Mormon, no find-
ings can be taken as unequivocal 
evidence against it.

It is a far different story when 
our book presumes to invade the 
soil of the East, giving specific 
names, places, and dates. Here any 
impostor of the 1820’s would be on 
dangerous ground indeed. No bet-
ter handle could be asked for un-
sparing and rigorous criticism than 
the outright commitments of the 
Book of Mormon on matters Egyp-
tian. By harping on the peculiar 
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neo-Egyptian language of the 
Nephites, by furnishing a list of 
their personal and place names, by 
pretending to describe political con-
flicts originating in the Old World, 
the author of the Book of Mormon 
plays right into the hands of mod-
ern critics. For the Near East of 
600 B.C. is no longer the twilight 
zone of gorgeous mysteries it was

0-
^Imn. nsw lArw —

"Kheri liordaiefrf

The full title of Kherihor before he become king in Thebes. In the Book of Mormon (Alma 30) 
Korihor is sent by Ammon, whose office of High Priest oyer the people of Ammon has important judicial 
and political functions, to be tried before "the high priest and chief judge of the land." Just such a 
combined and general authority was enjoyed by Kherihor in Egypt as Chief Servant (Hem) of Amon. The 
Ammon in the Book of Mormon has a brother by the name of Hem.

in the days of Joseph Smith. Any 
fabrication by him or even his most 
learned contemporary would neces-
sarily appear today as a mass of 
blunders in which some accidental 
resemblance to truth might be de-
tected once, but hardly twice.

Does the author or translator of 
the book display any knowledge 
concerning that part of the world in 
which it claims to have had its origin? 
That is the question. By way of 
answer—a mere opening wedge as 
it were—we shall briefly discuss a 
few short years in Book of Mormon 
history, that stormy time during 
which the system of rule by judges 
passed through some of those severe 
tests which finally proved its un-
doing. We shall match the story 
step by step with a number of Old 

World parallels, and after a few 
general observations let the reader 
decide for himself just what sig-
nificance should be attributed to 
these parallels.

BOOK OF MORMON
Acting on the recommendation of 

King Mosiah, who was anxious to 
avoid a throne controversy, the 

people substituted for the kingship 
a system of rule by priestly judges:

. . . wise men to be judges, that will 
judge this people according to the com-
mandments of God.1*

We are not told where Mosiah 
got the idea, but the eager-
ness and ease with which the peo-
ple adopted the system imply that 
they were familiar with it? This is 
definitely indicated by the account 
of one Korihor, who was able to 
gain a great following in the land 
by charging “the high priest, and 
also the chief judge over the land" 
with reviving “ordinances and per-
formances which are laid down by 
ancient priests, to usurp power and 
authority” over the country.’ That 
there was a real danger of reviving

* Numbers refer to bibliography at end of article.
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an ancient priest-rule is apparent 
from the fact that the new system 
had no sooner been established than 
a certain Nehor, in the first case to 
be tried by the new chief judge, is 
charged with being “first to intro-
duce priestcraft among this people.” 
The chief judge on this occasion ob-
serves that such priestcraft if al-
lowed by the people “would prove 
their entire destruction.”* So we are 
told that priestcraft had not been 
practised in the New World, but 
that a tradition of priestcraft was 
vividly remembered; its origin must 
therefore be sought in the Old 
World, if we would believe the 
Book of Mormon.

THE OLD WORLD
From the eleventh dynasty on, 

the history of Egypt is largely con-
cerned with the efforts of the priests 
of Amon, with the chief priest of 
Amon at their head, to gain control 
of the country. About 1085 B. C. 
the chief priest of Amon actually 
seized the throne of the south, and 
from that time on “the high priest 
of Amon . . . could and constantly 
did reduce the king to a position of 
subservience.”’ The name of the 
great priest who crowned^ himself 
in Thebes was Herihor or Kherihor.* 
The cornerstone of the priestly rule 
was a new system of popular law 
courts, in which the priests of Amon 
were the judges, and which at first 
competed with and then supplanted 
the regular courts everywhere.7 The 
separatist tendency, which remains 
characteristic of the priestly history, 
may have been foreshadowed in the 
uniting of all the south countries 
as a single administrative unit under 
Nehi, the great governor of the 
eighteenth dynasty, as well as in

The Egyptian form of the name Sidon reads ap-
proximately Djidonah (the "d" very strong), sug-
gesting the Book of Mormon proper name Giddonah. 
The Hebrew form is very common in the Book of 
Mormon. (From Max Burchardt, "Altkanaanaischen 
Fremdworte, etc.," after W. F. Albright, "Vocaliza-
tion of the Egyptian Syllabic Orthography," 67.)
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ybe tendency 
of Book of 

Mormon 
names to turn 
up in definite 
limited areas 
and in close as-
sociation with 
each other is a 
strong indica-
tion that the 
resemblances 
between the 
Old and New 
World titles 
are not acci-
dental.

the appearance, beginning with 
Count Nehri, of a separate ruling 
family at Thebes, under the patron-
age of Amon.’ Nehri’s successor 
by taking the name Sam Tawi, 
“uniter of the lands,” serves notice 
of a new dynasty.’

Whether or not Nehi and Nehri 
are in any way related to the name 
Nephi (there are other Egyptian 
names that come nearer)10 remains 
to be investigated. But no philolo-
gist will refuse to acknowledge the 
possible identity of the Book of 
Mormon Korihor with the Egyptian 
Kherihor, and none may deny, 
philologist or not, a close resem-
blance between Sam and Sam (the 
brother of Nephi).

BOOK OF MORMON
The so-called “people of Am-

mon,” a community noted for its 
piety, took Korihor before their 
leader, Ammon, “who was high 
priest over that people.” Thence 
he was “carried before the high 
priest, and also the chief judge of 
the land.” This higher court in 
turn “sent him to the land of Zara- 
hemla ... to Alma, the chief judge, 
who was governor over all the 
land,” as well as head of the 
church.“

THE OLD WORLD
The chief governor of Egypt was 

“the high priest of Amon” (or 
Ammon),“ his title being in Egyp-
tian neter hem tep—“chief servant 
(Hem) of the God.”“ Hem is an 
element in Egyptian proper names“ 
and means the same as the ex-
tremely common Abdi element in 
western Asiatic names of the time 
(cf. the modern Arabic AMullah, 
“servant of God”). It is most in-
teresting that the brother of Ammon 
in the Book of Mormon actually 
bears the name of Hem” As for 
Amon (or Ammon), it is the com-
monest proper name in the Book 
of Mormon, and also the common-
est and most revered name in the 
Egyptian Empire.“ Here it is time 
to point out that the Egyptian Em-
pire at all times during the later 
period (after 930 B. C.) pretends 
to embrace Palestine and regard 
Jerusalem as a dependent.17 The 
reverence shown the name of Amon 
in no way indicates the slightest 
concession to paganism on the part 
of the Jews, since Amon is no less 
than the Egyptian version of their 
own universal, one, creator-God, 
the Great Spirit, who is never con-
ceived to be in animal form nor 
represented by any image.“ He first 

(Continued on page 204)
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T H E  B O O K  O E  M O R M O N  A S  A  MI R R O R  O F  T H E  E A S T
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 0 3)  

a p p e ars  a b o ut 2 1 4 0  B.  C.  i n s o ut h-
er n E g y pt,  at T h e b es,  w h er e  h e  
s e e ms t o h a v e  b e e n  a n i m p ort ati o n 
fr o m w est er n  Asi a. 1 ® C a n  h e b e  
t h e G o d  of  A br a h a m ?  It is si g nifi-
c a nt t h at t h e n a m e  first ris es t o 
pr o mi n e n c e  i n t h e y e ars f oll o wi n g 
t h e ti m e of A br a h a m's  s oj o ur n i n 
E g y pt,  a n d at a pl a c e w h er e  t h e 
m ost  f a m o us J e wis h c ol o n y  i n E g y pt  
w as  s ettl e d. T his  c ol o n y at El e -
p h a nti n e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  v er y  a n -
ci e nt, si n c e a c c or di n g t o E g y pti a n  
r e c or ds it h a d  b e e n  t h e c ust o m of 
t h e p e o pl e  of P al esti n e  a n d S yri a  
fr o m ti m e i m m e m ori al t o s e e k r ef-
u g e i n E g y pt  a n d s ettl e i n s u c h 
c o m m u niti es. It is c o n c e d e d,  at  a n y  
r at e, t h at t h e c ol o n y  is a  g o o d  d e al  
ol d er t h a n t h e H e br e w  r e c or ds 
w hi c h  c a m e  fr o m it i n t h e fift h c e n -
t ur y B.  C.;  p ossi bl y  it d at es fr o m 
t h e mi d dl e  of  t h e s e v e nt h c e nt ur y. 2 0 
T his  w o ul d  m a k e  it ol d  i n t h e ti m e 
of  L e hi  a n d f ur nis h a p ossi bl e  e x -
pl a n ati o n  f or t h e str a n g e t e n d e n c y 
of  B o o k  of  M or m o n  n a m es  t o c o n -
c e ntr at e  i n U p p er  E g y pt.

A  r efl e cti o n of  t h e E g y pti a n  pi c-
t ur e m a y  b e d et e ct e d  i n t h e c o ast  
citi es of P al esti n e,  r e g ul arl y u n d er  
E g y pti a n  i nfl u e n c e, w h er e  g o v er n -
m e nt  w as  als o  b y  pri ests  a n d  j u d g es, 
w h o  o c c asi o n all y  us ur p e d  t h e offi c e  
of ki n g. T his  h a p p e n e d b ot h at  
Si d o n  a n d T yr e;  i n t h e l att er cit y  
t w o pri estl y  us ur p ers  b or e  t h e n a m e  
of  M ait e n a  or  M att e. u a  —  a n a m e  
w hi c h  h as  a  n u m b er  of  v ari a nts  a n d  
str o n gl y s u g g ests t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  M at h o ni. 2 1

B O O K  O F  M O R M O N
T h e  e x p eri m e nt  wit h  g o v er n m e nt  

b y  pri estl y  j u d g es c oll a ps e d,  l ar g el y 
d u e  t o a  ri v alr y f or t h e c hi ef  j u d g e-
s hi p a m o n g t hr e e c a n di d at es, all  
s o ns of t h e gr e at c hi ef j u d g e, 
P a h or a n,  T h eir  n a m es  ar e  P a h or a n,  
P a a n c hi,  a n d  P a c u m e ni. 2 2

T H E  O L D  W O R L D
S u c h  f a mil y ri v alr y f or t h e offi c e  

of hi g h pri est is c h ar a ct eristi c of  
t h e E g y pti a n  s yst e m, i n w hi c h  t h e 
offi c e  s e e ms t o h a v e  b e e n  h er e dit ar y  
n ot  b y  l a w b ut  b y  us a g e. 2 8

T h e  n a m e  of  P a h or a n  r efl e cts t h e 
e ast er n P a h ur a, w hi c h  is "r e -
f or m e d” E g y pti a n,  i. e., a  tr u e E g y p -
ti a n titl e, b ut  alt er e d  i n s u c h a  w a y  
as t o a d a pt it t o t h e H e br e w- C a -
n a a nit e  s p e e c h. 2 4 P a h ur a  ( als o writt e n  
2 0 4

P u h ur u)  w as  i n A m ar n a  ti m es a n 
E g y pti a n  g o v er n or (r a b u) of  S yr -
i a.2 5 T h e  s a m e m a n,  or a n ot h er  
m a n  wit h  t h e s a m e n a m e w as  
pl a c e d  b y  P h ar a o h  as g o v er n or  of  
t h e U b e  distri ct, wit h  his h e a d -
q u art ers  at K u m e dt *  ( cf. t h e el e -
m e nt — K u m e n  i n t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  pl a c e  n a m es ) ”

P a a n c hi  is si m pl y t h e w ell- k n o w n  
E g y pti a n  P ai a n k h  ( als o r e n d er e d 
Pi a n c hi,  P a a n k h,  et c.). 2 7 * T h e  first 
i m p ort a nt m a n  t o b e ar t h e n a m e  
w as  n o n e  ot h er  t h a n t h e s o n of  t h e 
a b o v e- m e nti o n e d  K h eri h or.  H e  di d  
n ot  s u c c e e d  his  f at h er o n  t h e t hr o n e, 
b ei n g  c o nt e nt wit h  t h e all- p o w erf ul  
offi c e  of  c hi ef hi g h  pri est  of  A m o n,  
b ut  his s o n, P a n ez e m  di d  b e c o m e  
ki n g. 2 8 I n t h e mi d dl e  of  t h e ei g ht h  
c e nt ur y a n ot h er Pi a n h ki,  a ki n g  of  
N u bi a,  c o n q u er e d virt u all y all of  
E g y pt,  a n d cl ai m e d f or hi ms elf  t h e 
offi c e of hi g h pri est of A m o n  at  
T h e b es  as  w ell  as  t h e titl e of  P h ar -
a o h. 2 9 His  s u c c ess or, w h e n  t h e As -
s yri a ns i n v a d e d E g y pt,  i n t h e d a ys

“ B o ys,  I n e v er  h a d a dr o p of  
li q u or i n m y  w h ol e  lif e, a n d  I d o n ’t 
w a nt  t o b e gi n  n o w. ”

— A br a h a m  Li n c ol n

of  L e hi,  fl e d t o a f ortifi e d cit y, as  
y et  u nl o c at e d,  w hi c h  b or e  t h e n a m e  
of  Ki p ki p  or  Ki b ki b, 3 0 a n a m e  t h at 
str o n gl y s u g g ests t h e B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  cit y- n a m e Gi d gi d d o ni  (cf. als o  
G z m gi m- n o ) .a

P a c u m e ni,  t h e n a m e  of  t h e t hir d 
s o n, r es e m bl es t h at b or n e  b y  s o m e 
of t h e l ast pri est g o v er n ors of  
E g y pt,  w h os e  n a m es ar e r e n d er e d 
P a ~ m e n e c h,  P a ~ m n k h,  P a m e n c h e s,  
et c. 8 2 T h e  Gr e e ks  ( w h o oft e n  f ur-
nis h  t h e k e y  t o t h e c orr e ct r e a di n g 
of  E g y pti a n  n a m es ) p ut  t h e g utt ur al  
b ef or e  t h e n as al,  as i n t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n  f or m, P a c h o mi os. ™ T h e  
m ost  f a m o us m a n  of  t h e n a m e  c o m -
m a n d e d  all t h e f or c es of  t h e s o ut h, 
a n d  w as  als o hi g h  pri est  of  H or us.  
At  l e ast o n e  ot h er  g o v er n or- g e n er al  
of  E g y pt  b or e  t h e n a m e. 3 4

A  stri ki n g c oi n ci d e n c e  is t h e pr e -
d o mi n a n c e a m o n g b ot h E g y pti a n  
a n d N e p hit e  j u d g e n a m es of  t h e 
pr efi x  P a-.  I n l at e E g y pti a n  t his is 
e xtr e m el y c o m m o n, a n d h as  si m pl y  
t h e f or c e of  t h e d efi nit e  arti cl e. F or  

t h e E g y pti a n  c hi ef  pri ests  P a n ez e m,  
P a k e bis,  a n d P a u as 2 5 w e  h a v e n o  
B o o k  of  M or m o n  p ar all el,  b ut  fr o m 
t h e N e p hit e  list w e  m ust  n ot  o mit  
t h e n a m e  of  P a c h us,  si n c e, t h o u g h 
I h a v e  n ot f o u n d it i n t h e li mit e d 
d o c u m e nts  at  m y  dis p os al,  it is p er -
f e ctl y g o o d  E g y pti a n  ( m e a ni n g “ h e  
— A m o n — is pr ais e d ” ), b ot h el e -
m e nts  o c c urri n g  fr e q u e ntl y i n E g y p -
ti a n pr o p er  n a m es. 8 8 A n ot h er  B o o k  
of  M or m o n  j u d g e, C ez or a m,  h as  a 
n a m e t h at s u g g ests t h at of a n  
E g y pti a n  g o v er n or  of  a  S yri a n  cit y:  
C h Lzi-ri  ( K n u dtz o n, A m.  T af.  4 1,  
2). It s h o ul d b e n ot e d t h at t h e 
a b o v e  P a n ez e m  u p o n  b e c o mi n g  ki n g  
t o o k t h e n a m e  of  M eri a m o n,  w hi c h  
h as  a B o o k  of  M or m o n  ri n g, e v e n  
if w e  d o n't r e a d it M ori a m o n — a  
p erf e ctl y  p ossi bl e  v ari a nt.

Si d o n w as  t h e offi ci al p ort  
t hr o u g h w hi c h  t h e J e ws tr a d e d wit h  
E g y pt.  Si n c e  L e hi  a n d his  p e o pl e  
w er e  i n t h e m er c a ntil e  b usi n ess, it 
is n ot  s ur prisi n g t h at Si d o n  is t h e 
o nl y  P al esti ni a n  cit y b esi d es  J er u-
s al e m w h os e  n a m e fi g ur es pr o m -
i n e ntl y i n B o o k of M or m o n  
g e o gr a p h y. M or e o v er,  si n c e Si d o n  
w as  t h e c o m m o n m e eti n g  gr o u n d  
b et w e e n  H e br e w  a n d  E g y pti a n,  a n d  
si n c e n a m es  i n b ot h  l a n g u a g es o c -
c ur i n t h e B o o k  of M or m o n,  o n e 
w o ul d  e x p e ct  t h e n a m e  of  t his m ost  
p o p ul ar  pl a c e  t o a p p e ar  i n its E g y p -
ti a n as w ell  as  i n its H e br e w  f or m. 
T h e  E g y pti a n  f or m ( Al bri g ht’s list 
X XII,  B,  4) is Dji ~ d w ~ n a,  w hi c h  
is r e m ar k a bl y cl os e t o t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n  p ers o n al  n a m e  Gi d d o n a h.

F or  e asi er  c o m p aris o n  w e  g et  t h e 
f oll o wi n g t e nt ati v e lists b y  pl a ci n g  
t h e Ol d  W orl d  ( O W) w or ds  wit h  
t h e N e w  W orl d  ( N W) or B o o k  
of  M or m o n  ( B M) w or ds:

A m o n ( A m m o n), ( O W), t h e 
c o m m o n est n a m e  i n t h e l at er E m -
pir e;  ori gi n all y  fr o m s o ut h E g y pt

A m m o n,  ( B M), t h e c o m m o n est  
n a m e  i n t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n

A m a n at h a bi,  ( O W), c hi ef of a 
C a n a a nit e  cit y u n d er E g y pti a n  
d o mi n ati o n. T h e n a m e is “ r e-
f or m e d” E g y pti a n.

A mi n a d a b,  ( B M), N e p hit e  mis -
si o n ar y i n t h e ti m e of  t h e j u d g es

C hiziri,  ( O W), E g y pti a n  g o v er -
n or  of  a  S yri a n  cit y

C ez or a m,  ( B M), N e p hit e  c hi ef  
j u d g e

Dji ~ d w ~ n a, (O  W ), E g y pti a n  
n a m e  f or Si d o n

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  2 4 9)

T H E  I M P R O V E M E N T E R A

Matte.ua


T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  A S  A  MI R R O R  O F  T H E  E A S T
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 0 4)

Gi d d o n a h,  ( B M), i. hi g h pri est  
w h o  j u d g e d K ori h or

ii. f at h er of  A m ul e k
H e m,  ( O W), “ s er v a nt, ” s p e cifi-

c all y,  of  A m o n
H e m,  ( B M), br ot h er  of  A m m o n
H es,  K h esi,  ( O W), “ pr ais e d, ”  

a n E g y pti a n  pr o p er  n a m e
P a ~ c h us, ( B M), l e a d er of t h e 

f a cti o n t h at dr o v e P a h or a n  fr o m 
t h e j u d g m e nt s e at

K h eri h or,  ( als o writt e n  K h ur h or,  
et c.) ( O W), gr e at  hi g h pri est of  
A m o n,  w h o  m a d e  hi ms elf ki n g i n 
S o ut h  E g y pt

K ori h or,  ( B M), a p oliti c al  a git a -
t or w h o  c h ar g e d t h e j u d g es wit h  
pri est cr aft,  a n d w as  s ei z e d b y  t h e 
p e o pl e  of  A m m o n

Ki p ki p,  Ki b ki b,  ( O W), a cit y i n 
t h e e xtr e m e s o ut h of  E g y pt

Gi m gi m- n o,  ( B M), a N e p hit e  
cit y

M a nti,  ( O W), S e miti c  f or m of  
a n E g y pti a n pr o p er n a m e, e. g.,  
M a nti ~ m a n k hi,  a pri n c e i n U p p er  
E g y pt  a b o ut 6 5 0 B.  C.  D eri v e d  
fr o m E g y pti a n  M nt w — M o nt h  of  
H er m o nt his

M a nti,  ( B M), t h e n a m e of a 
N e p hit e  s ol di er, a l a n d, a cit y, a n d  
a hill

N e hi,  (O  W ), gr e at  a d mi nistr at or  
w h o  “ u nit e d  all t h e s o ut h u n d er  his  
dir e cti o n ”

N e hri,  ( O W), C o u nt  of  T h e b es  
w h o  cl ai m e d i n d e p e n d e nt d o mi ni o n  
i n t h e s o ut h of  E g y pt

N e p hi,  ( B M), f o u n d er of t h e 
N e p hit e  n ati o n

P a h ur a,  ( O W), a m b ass a d or of  
E g y pt  i n P al esti n e

P a h or a n,  ( B M), i. gr e at c hi ef  
j u d g e

ii. s o n of  s a m e
P a a n c hi,  ( O W), i. s o n of  K eri- 

h or,  t h e c hi ef hi g h  pri est
ii. r ul er of  t h e s o ut h w h o  c o n -

q u er e d  all of E g y pt,  h e  w as  hi g h  
pri est  of  A m o n  at T h e b es.

P a a n c hi,  ( B M), s o n of  P a h or a n,  
Sr., a n d pr et e n d er t o t h e c hi ef  
j u d g es hi p

P a m e n c h es  ( G k. P a c h o mi os  ( O 
W),  c o m m a n d er of  t h e s o ut h a n d  
hi g h  pri est  of  H or us

P a c u m e ni,  (B M ), s o n of  P a h or a n,  
Sr., a n d ri v al pr et e n d er t o t h e 
c hi ef j u d g es hi p

M ait e n a,  M att e n os,  et c,, ( O W), 
t w o j u d g es of T yr e,  w h o  at dif -
f er e nt ti m es m a d e  t h e ms el v es ki n g,
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p ossi bl y u n d er t h e E g y pti a n  a us -
pi c es

M at h o ni,  ( B M), a N e p hit e  dis -
ci pl e

S a m T a uri,  ( O W), s u c c ess or t o 
N e hri,  w h o  t o o k t h e n a m e S a m  
( u nit er) u p o n  b e c o mi n g  ki n g  i n t h e 
S o ut h

S a m, ( B M), br ot h er  of  N e p hi
Si d o n, ( O W), t h e p ort  t hr o u g h 

w hi c h  all J e wis h tr a d e wit h  E g y pt  
h a d  t o p ass

Si d o n,  ( B M), t h e o nl y  cit y- n a m e  
of  t h e H ol y  L a n d,  b esi d e  J er us al e m,  
w hi c h  is a pr o mi n e nt  B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  n a m e

J t  r e q uir es n o gr e at  eff ort of t h e 
i m a gi n ati o n t o d et e ct a s ort of  

p ar all elis m b et w e e n t h e t w o s h ort 
listi n gs. B ut  ar e n ’t w e  usi n g u n -
j ustifi e d vi ol e n c e  w h e n  w e  si m pl y 
t a k e t h e n a m es  at  r a n d o m a n d  pl a c e  
t h e m si d e b y si d e ? T h at  is j ust 
w h at  is m ost  r e m ar k a bl e; w e  di d  
pi c k  n a m es  at  r a n d o m, a n d  w e  h a d  
t h e w h ol e  N e ar  E ast  t o dr a w  o n,  
wit h  E g y pti a n  n a m es  b y  n o  m e a ns  
pr e d o mi n ati n g n u m eri c all y i n t h e 
lists b ef or e  us. Y et  t h e o nl y Ol d  
W orl d  n a m es t h at m at c h  t h os e i n 
o ur B o o k  of M or m o n  e pis o d e all  
c o m e fr o m E g y pt,  n a y, fr o m o n e  
p arti c ul ar  s e cti o n of  E g y pt,  i n t h e 
f ar s o ut h, w h er e  fr o m a n i n d efi nit e

A  P R A Y E R

B y  El ai n e  Ells w ort h

D
e ar  G o d , I d o  n ot  as k  f or g ol d,
Or  c ostl y t hi n gs, or  w e alt h  u nt ol d;

I h a v e  n o  n e e d  f or c arri a g e  fi n e, 
Or  m ai ds-i n- w aiti n g  w hil e  I di n e.

B ut  l et m e  h a v e  a c ott a g e s m all
W h er e  r os es r a m bl e o n  t h e w all.

W h er e  i n e a c h  r o o m t h e s u ns hi n e, g a y,  
M a k es  p att er ns  w h er e  t h e c hil dr e n pl a y.

I n t h at d e ar  h o m e  m a y  l o v e a b o u n d,  
A n d  p e a c e  a n d  h a p pi n ess  b e  f o u n d.

W h er e  y o u  m a y  h e ar  t h e m usi c  s w e et 
I n p att er  of  t h e c hil dr e n ’s f e et.

O h,  m a y  I h a v e  a  littl e s o n g
Wit hi n  m y  h e art  t h e w h ol e  d a y  l o n g; 

A n d  d o  e a c h t as k wit h  l o vi n g c ar e,
Till  I s e e b e a ut y  e v er y w h er e!

T h e n  i n t h e d us k  w h e n  s h a d o ws f all, 
O h,  l et m e  h e ar  a  w el c o m e  c all;

As  i n t h e t wili g ht, br e at hl ess  . . . di m  . . . 
M y  h e art  o n  ti pt o e w aits  f or hi m.

A n d  t h e n I pr a y  t h at I m a y  s e e 
T h e  o n e  I l o v e c o m e h o m e  t o m e.

A n d  I will  k n o w  t h e s w e et c ar ess  
T h at  cr o w ns m y  d a y  wit h  h a p pi n ess!

D e ar  G o d,  t h es e t hi n gs m y  h e art  h ol ds  d e ar.  
O h,  t h e n t h y h e a v e n  w o ul d  s e e m n e ar;

L o v e,  tr ut h, a n d b e a ut y  i n e a c h  d a y.
It is f or t his I h u m bl y  pr a y.  

d at e, b ut  at l e ast as e arl y as t h e 
mi d-s e v e nt h  c e nt ur y, a J e wis h c ol -
o n y  fl o uris h e d. W h at  is m or e,  all  
t h es e n a m es b el o n g t o t h e l at er 
d y n asti es,  aft er t h e d e cli n e.

T h e  B o o k  of M or m o n  t ells us  
t h at L e hi  w as  a  ri c h m er c h a nt,  w h o,  
t h o u g h h e  “ d w elt i n J er us al e m all  
his d a ys, ” e nj o y e d a n E g y pti a n  
e d u c ati o n  a n d  c ult ur e,  w hi c h  h e  e n -
d e a v or e d  t o tr a ns mit t o his  c hil dr e n.  
T h e  b o o k  c o nti n u all y r ef ers t o t h e 
d o u bl e  c ult ur e  of  t h e p e o pl e  of  L e hi:  
H e br e w  t o t h e c or e, b ut  pr o u d of  
t h eir E g y pti a n  h erit a g e. “ E g y pti a n  
ci vili z ati o n w as  o n e  t o b e  a d mir e d  
a n d a p e d, ” writ es  H.  R.  H all,  
s p e a ki n g of L e hi ’s o w n l a n d a n d  
ti m e. T h e  o nl y  n o n- H e br ai c  n a m es  
t o e nj o y pr o mi n e n c e a m o n g t h e 
N e p hit es  s h o ul d, b y t h e B o o k  of  
M or m o n ’s o w n a c c o u nt, b e E g y p -
ti a n, a n d s u c h is f o u n d t o b e t h e 
c as e.

It will  b e  n ot e d  t h at t h e n a m es  
c o m p ar e d ar e n e v er e x a ctl y ali k e,  
e x c e pt i n t h e c as e of t h e m o n o -
s yll a bl es S a m a n d H e m,  T his,  
str a n g el y e n o u g h, is str o n g c o n -
fir m ati o n of t h eir c o m m o n ori gi n,  
si n c e n a m es  ar e b o u n d  t o u n d er g o  
s o m e c h a n g e  wit h  ti m e a n d  dist a n c e,  
w h er e as  if t h e r es e m bl a n c e w er e  
p erf e ct  w e  s h o ul d b e  f or c e d t o at -
tri b ut e it, h o w e v er  f a nt asti c it mi g ht  
s e e m, t o m er e  c oi n ci d e n c e. T h er e  
m ust  b e diff er e n c es; a n d w h at  is 
m or e,  t h os e diff er e n c es  s h o ul d n ot  
b e h a p h a z ar d b ut dis pl a y d efi nit e  
t e n d e n ci es. T his  bri n gs  us  t o a  m ost  
i m pr essi v e as p e ct of  B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  n a m es.

L et  us  t a k e f or e x a m pl e t h e c as e  
of  A m m o n,  B ei n g  s o v er y  p o p ul ar  
a n a m e,  o n e  w o ul d  e x p e ct it t o o c-
c ur i n c o m p o u n ds as  w ell  as al o n e,  
a n d s ur e e n o u g h, it is t h e c o m m o n-
est el e m e nt i n c o m p o u n d n a m es,  i n 
t h e w est  as i n E g y pt.  B ut  i n c o m -
p o u n d n a m es A m o n or A m u n  
c h a n g es f or m f oll o wi n g a g e n er al  
r ul e. G ar di n er  i n his E g y pti a n  
Gr a m m ar  ( p a g e 4 3 1) st at es:

A  v er y i m p ort a nt cl ass of p ers o n al  
n a m es  is t h at c o nt ai ni n g n a m es  k n o w n as  
t h e o p h or o us, i. e., c o m p o u n d n a m es i n 
w hi c h  o n e  el e m e nt is t h e n a m e  of  a d eit y.  
N o w  i n Gr a e c o- R o m a n  tr a ns cri pti o ns it is 
t h e r ul e t h at w h e n  s u c h a di vi n e  n a m e  is 
st at e d at  t h e b e gi n ni n g  of  a  c o m p o u n d (t h e 
it ali cs ar e G ar di n er ’s) it is l ess h e a vil y  
v o c ali z e d t h a n w h e n  it st a n ds i n d e p e n d-
e ntl y or  at t h e e n d of  a c o m p o u n d.

( C o nti n u e d o n  p a g e  2 5 0)
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T H E  B O O K  O F  M O R M O N  A S  A  MI R R O R  O F  T H E  E A S T
( C o nti n u e d fr o m p a g e  2 4 9)

T h e  a ut h or  t h e n g o es  o n  t o s h o w  
t h at i n s u c h c as es  A m o n  or  A m u n  
r e g ul arl y b e c o m es  A m e n,  w hil e  i n 
s o m e c as es t h e v o w el m a y  dis a p -
p e ar  e ntir el y. O n e  n e e d  o nl y  c o n -
si d er t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n  A mi ni-  
d a b,  A mi n a di,  A m ni h u,  A m n or,  et c.,  
t o s e e h o w  n e atl y  t h e r ul e a p pli es  
i n t h e W est.  I n t h e n a m e  H el a m a n,  
o n  t h e ot h er  h a n d,  t h e str o n g v o c al -
i z ati o n r e m ai ns, si n c e t h e " di vi n e  
n a m e "  is n ot  "st at e d at t h e b e gi n -
ni n g ”  of  t h e c o m p o u n d. Si n c e  t h e 
S e miti c  “ 1 ”  m ust  al w a ys  b e  r e n d er e d

as "r " i n E g y pti a n  ( w hi c h h as  n o  
" 1” ) H el a m a n  w o ul d  i n "ti n-  
r ef or m e d” E g y pti a n  n e c ess aril y  a p -
p e ar  as  t h e t y pi c all y E g y pti a n  H er-  
a m o n.

T o  r et ur n t o o ur  q u esti o n:  W h at  
di d  J os e p h S mit h,  tr a nsl at or of  t h e 
B o o k  of M or m o n,  k n o w  a b o ut t h e 
Ol d  W orl d ?  S o  m u c h  s e e ms c er -
t ai n, t h at h e  k n e w:

( 1 ) A  n u m b er  of  t y pi c all y E g y p -
ti a n n a m es, q u e er-s o u n di n g  w or ds  
i n n o  w a y  r es e m bli n g H e br e w  or  
a n y ot h er l a n g u a g e k n o w n t o t h e 
w orl d  of  J os e p h S mit h ’s ti m e.

J h A ßi L t ß o o k A, i n, O ns L...

" T h e  A m eri c a s  
b ef or e  
C ol u m b u s "

b y

D e w e y  a n d E dit h

F ar ns w ort h

A  n e w v ol u m e, c o nt ai ni n g t w o 

f or m er b o o ks — " B uri e d E m pir es  of  

S o ut h  A m eri c a "  a n d  " T h e Gr a d e ur  

of A n ci e nt A m eri c a "  —  t o g et h er 

wit h  n e w i nf or m ati o n a n d p h ot o -

gr a p hs g at h er e d d uri n g 1 0 y e ars  

of tr a v el a n d st u d y.

A n  a m a zi n g pi ct ur e- p ar a d e  of t h e r ai ns 

of  a n ci e nt A m eri c a — wit h  a n  a c c o m p a n yi n g

2 5 0

R e a d  t h e r e vi e w of  
“ T h e  A m e ri c as  B ef o r e  
C ol u m b us "  i n t his is-
s u e of t h e " E r a. "

t e xt, dr a w n l ar g el y fr o m t h e writi n gs  of  

r e n o w n e d s ci e ntists a n d  ar c h a e ol o gists,  a n d  

fr o m p ers o n al  o bs er v ati o ns  a n d  e x p eri e n c es  

of  t h e a ut h ors. A  f as ci n ati n g w or k  f or st u -

d e nts  of A m eri c a n  a nti q uiti es; f or t e a c h ers.

missi o n ari es,  a n d all st u d e nts of t h e B o o k

of M or m o n.

O v er  3 0 0 p h ot os — 1 7 6 p a g es — 9 b y 1 2 i n c h es— b e a utif ul  

f a bri k oi d bi n di n g. Pri c e,  $ 5, p ost p ai d.

F A R N S W O R T H  P U B LI S HI N G  C O M P A N Y
4 6 3 5  M o nt a n a  Str e et  El  P as o,  T e x as

( B o o ks a v ail a bl e  als o  at  l e a di n g b o o k st or es.)

( 2) H e  k n e w t h e s ort of pl ot  
a n d s etti n g i n w hi c h  t h os e n a m es  
w o ul d  fi g ur e i n t h e Ol d  W orl d  a n d  
s e e ms q uit e  at h o m e  o n  t h e E g y p -
ti a n s c e n e.

( 3) H e  gi v es  a  cl e ar a n d  c orr e ct  
pi ct ur e  of  c ult ur al r el ati o ns hi ps b e -
t w e e n E g y pt  a n d Isr a el, wit h  d u e  
e m p h asis o n its ess e nti all y c o m -
m er ci al  n at ur e, i n t h e r e m ar k a bl y 
c o n vi n ci n g pi ct ur e  of  L e hi — a t y pi-
c al m er c h a nt  pri n c e  of  t h e s e v e nt h 
c e nt ur y B.  C.  T h e  pi ct ur e  of lif e 
i n t h e a n ci e nt e ast w hi c h  t h e B o o k  
of  M or m o n  all o ws  us  t o r e c o nstr u ct 
is t h e m or e  w o n d erf ul  i n t h e li g ht 
of t h os e f a nt asti c c o n c e pti o ns of  
t h e g or g e o us  E ast  w hi c h  b e di z e n e d  
t h e h e a ds  of  e v e n t h e b est  s c h ol ars  
at t h e ti m e t h e b o o k  c a m e f ort h.

T h e  w h ol e  fi el d of  B o o k  of  M or -
m o n  n a m es  still a w aits t h e c ar ef ul  
st u d y it d es er v es — t h e p ur p os e of  
t h e pr es e nt  s k et c h b ei n g  m er el y  t o 
i n di c at e t h at s u c h a  st u d y will  pr o v e  
a n yt hi n g b ut a bli n d all e y. As  a  
p arti n g e x a m pl e of  t h e v ali dit y  of  
t his cl ai m w e  cit e  a pri n ci pl e  st at e d 
b y Al bri g ht  ( X, 1 2): " T h e l oss 
of  t h e e n di n g  o n  is q uit e  c o m m o n  i n 
P al esti ni a n  pl a c e- n a m es. ” I n E g y p -
ti a n or "r ef or m e d ” E g y pti a n  s u c h 
a n e n di n g w o ul d  b e  pr es er v e d,  a n d  
s o w e  h a v e  B o o k  of  M or m o n  pl a c e-  
n a m es E mr o n, H es hl o n,  J as h o n,  
M or o n,  M ori a nt o n,  et c.

It is n o  s m all f e at, as w as  d e m -
o nstr at e d i n t h e arti cl e " Ori gi n al  
W or ds  of  t h e B o o k  of  M or m o n, ” ” 
si m pl y t o h a v e pi c k e d a l ot of  
str a n g e a n d ori gi n al  n a m es o ut  of  
t h e air. B ut  w h at  s h all w e  s a y of  
t h e m a n  w h o  w as  a bl e t o pi c k  t h e 
ri g ht o n es ?

1.  M osi a h  2 9: 1 1.
2.  I bi d., 3 7- 4 1.
3.  Al m a  3 0,  2 1- 2 4;  t h e c h ar g e  is s p e cifi-

c all y a g ai nst Al m a.
4.  Al m a  1, 1 2.
5.  H.  R.  H all  i n C a m bri d g e  A n ci e nt  

Hist or y  III, 2 6 8.
6.  A.  M or et,  Hist oir e  d e  ¡’Ori e nt  ( P aris, 

Pr ess es  U ni v ersit air es,  1 9 4 1) II, 5 9 1,  r e n-
d ers  t h e n a m e  H eri h or,  t h e “ h ” b ei n g  h ar d  
“ k h. ” T h e  v o w els  ar e l ar g el y g u ess w or k:  
t h us E.  A.  W.  B u d g e,  T h e  M u m m y  ( C a m-
bri d g e, 1 9 2 5) p. 1 0 3: H eri h er;  H ur h or  
( A e g. Zts c hr. X X  ( 1 8 8 2) S u p pl.  pl.  ii; H er-  
H er u  ( E. B u d g e,  T h e  Nil e  ( 1 9 1 2) p.  5 0);  
H er- H or,  A.  Wi e d e m a n n,  “ B eitr ä g e  z ur  
a e g y ptis c h e n G es c hi c ht e, ” A e g.  Zts c hr.  2 3  
( 1 8 8 5), 8 3;  Br e ast e d,  li k e H.  R.  H all,  pr e -
f ers Hri h or.  I n t his st u d y w e  h a v e  c h os e n  
t o f oll o w M or et,  w h os e  r e c e nt a n d  t h or o u g h 
st u d y l ar g el y s u p ers e d es t h e ot h ers.

7.  A.  M or et,  o p.  cit., II, 5 6 9.
8.  H.  E.  Wi nl o c k,  “ T h e  El e v e nt h  E g y p -

ti a n D y n ast y, "  J nl. of  N e ar  E ast er n  St u di es
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(Univ, of Chicago Press) II (1943), 256.
9. Winlock, id., 266.
10. E.g., the early Neheb (or Nehep), 

xiii Dyn. Nehsi, and great numbers of 
names beginning with the element Neb-
or Nep-. It is just possible, since the name 
is written Nephi instead of Nefi in the 
Book of Mormon that the "ph” represents, 
as in the Greek of the same period, an 
unstable “h"—"p-h.” In that case Book 
of Mormon Nehor would be equivalent to 
the Hebrew version of Amenophis IV, who 
in Palestine is called Naphuria, and Lehi 
would stand for Lephi, an Egyptian equiv-
alent of Hebrew Levi. This, however, is 
pure speculation.

11. Alma 30, 19-21; 29ff.
12. A. H. Gardiner, Egyptian Grammar 

(Oxford, 1927), p. 429.
13. Moret, op. cit. p. 518; Hall, in Camb. 

Anc. Hist. Ill, 268: Hem-nuter-tepi.
14. E.g., the famous priest Hem-isi of 

Dynasty xxiii, Hall, op. cit., p. 266.
15. Mosiah 7, 6.
16. Though the name of Nephi occurs 

oftener, Ammon in various forms seems to 
turn up as an element in proper name 
compounds far oftener than any other 
in the Book of Mormon. This is entirely 
in keeping with the behavior of the name 
of Amon in the East Compare the Amarna 
names Amandi, Amanappa, Amanathabi, 
etc. with Book of Mormon Aminadi, Am- 
inadab; also Ammuni-ra has the same re-
lationship to Book of Mormon Ammoni-hah 
as the derived Amarna name Khamuni-ra 
has to Book of Mormon Cameni-hah. For 
Amarna names J. A. Knudtzon, Die El- 
Amarna-Tafeln (Leipzig, 1915) II, 1557. 
For the various vocalizations of Amon, as 
Amen- Amun-, etc., Gardiner, Egyptian 
Grammar, p. 431. Compare also Book of 
Mormon Helaman with Egyptian Her-
amon (Egyptian always writes ’r” for 
Semitic "1”).

17. Moret, op. cit., II, 658, and passim, 
is very insistent on this point; Hall, Cam-
bridge Ancient History, III, 280: Egypt 
(in .the seventh century) "never ceased to 
claim the west lands as an ancient domin-
ion,” regarding Hittites and Assyrians as 
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