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BASIC ARGUMENT

« Chinese claims in the South China Sea emerge
between 1909 and 1948

« Chinese actions in this period were not defending
pre-existing claims but asserting new ones

« Claims emerge as a response to actions by Japan
and France

- Claims are largely aimed at domestic audiences, to
defend the legitimacy of regimes under political
pressure




CHINA HANDBOOK

1937—1943

A Comprehensive Survey of Major Developments
in China in Six Years of War

EDITED AND PUBLISHED IN.INDIA
BY

C. Hs LOWE
-l | £ Calcutta Director

CHINESiMINISTRY OF INFORMATION

29, STEPHEN COURT, PARK STREET
CALCUTTA

THE CHINESE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
P. O. BOX '27, CHUNGRING, CHINA

July, 1943

1943 AREA
The territory of the Republic of China

o ‘extends from latitude 53° 52/ 30” N.

‘_"}*r-. Mountains) tc 15° 18’ N. (Triton
Island of the Paracel Group to south
f Hainan Island) and f{iom longitude
31’ E. (the eastern fringe of the
amirs) to 135° 2 30” E. (the confluence
E the Amur and Ussuri Rivers).
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ERARTAZRBAREFEREOZIMERANS
REFSARHZMELFHRALEWHRETH Blles
Paracels B MM EF LA BRAICISHTA
Z otk A A RAECrescent Group# @ &2 B4
% Robert Island @ 1% 1 # & Pattle Lsland & $%5 & Money

SR AR E R AR
FERENtWHF LA Z+—0

Il (1): 004 In reply to the suspicion
of the French occupation to the
Xisha nine islands (1933 July 19)
Documentation Number 4800
Minister of Navy to Ministry of
Foreign Affairs

In reply to the Documentation
Number OuTzi 13870, on July 17
this year...

After investigation, there were no
nine islands at 10°0’'N 150°0’E
between the Philippines and
Vietham. The nine islands
between the Philippines and
Vietham were further north.

Wai jiao bu nan hai zhu dao dang
an hui bian (1995)




BASIC NARRATIVE

Pre-1909 — no official interest in wai yang (/%) — ‘outer waters’

1909
1928
1933
1935
1936
1943
1946
1948

First claims — Pratas and then Paracels

Dispute with France over Paracels

France annexes six of the Spratly Islands — confusion
RoC Maps Inspection Committee publishes conclusions
Geographer Bai Meichu publishes new atlas

Cairo Declaration

RoC internal discussions

Formal claim to Spratlys
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SOURCES

English-language newspapers 1900-1948: North China Herald, SCMP, Straits Times...
Chinese newspapers 1933-1934: Shen Bao, Guo Wen Zhou Bao, etc
Academic works: Rhoads (1975), Bonnet (2012), Tai & Tsai (2014), etc
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NO ISLANDS MAPPED IN 1897...

Chinese maps included no islands south of Hainan

Lack of official interest in the sea
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SOUTHERN CHINA IN FERMENT

Anger against foreigners and against Qing failure to resist them

1907 — four uprisings in Guangdong and Guangxi
1908 — Society to Commemorate the National Humiliation formed in Guangdong
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GENERAL LI ZHUN / =4 (1871-1936)

“the dominant military figure in Kwangtung” — Rhoads (1975)
“suppression of both the Huang-kang and Ch’i-ni-hu uprisings”

assassination attempts on 11 June 1907 and 13 August 1911
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- JABAN AND. THE ISLAND.OF
ST T PRATAS, - .

- Uers is a sample New York mesmge datgd'
ovember 2:— - i e
" According to the Washinglou coxrespondents
‘Mry. Taft roceived cabled instruotions while he
(was in Shaoghsi recently to make inquiries as
to thob atttilt;gd} of China goztlger?_ilng t:.he‘f ii,ooupt- .
tion by the Japanese of the island of Prata )" . 1 “’
with the result that he nsovrtained that the p!no:’ Accordln g to the ashmg bou oormap oa aent’

g%::g:%,wmzi.:;a:;mﬁmg%:g f"mtg‘;‘ 'was in Shaoghsi recently to make inquiries as
itaad n tho oront ot sucholamebsiog formatly | £0, tho attitudp of China eoncerning the oocupa-
and officislly pat. forward from - Poking., A ! Ao s vy 7= = -

Tooant wiaeuont In fhe ~Heri o mocifot | £10M by the Japamese of the island of Pratas,
that Chinese warships. had been ordered to . . : » .

prosed {o Tratas sppounstobevebeenat the | With pher result that he nsovrtained that the place
vt by e o agtes | 18'claimed to be indisp 1ably Chinese territory.

of hoer supposed right, e .
~—Jt-has—been-reported-that—the-Jnpsnesanre

;lread ou'g';ged in preg:r‘iingtl_’%tash a4 ;tn Naval

ase, bab thi is arded at “Washiogion as. i

inordiblo, aad, ladsed, it was donied o doy or Hong Kong Daily Press
iwo ago at the Japanese Ximbassy. The further

e P e e e A e 7 December 1907

of his visit to Borlin has some conneotion with
contemplated Germau-American protest againat_
Japan's so-called “aggression” may, it is l
thought hero, be dismissed as absurd,” =

PRATAS OCCUPATION 1907

Qing state wrestling with notions of ‘international law’

1863 Wheaton’s Elements of International Law translated into Chinese

1895 Treaty of Shimonoseki



SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST, WEDNESDAY. MA
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\We append o sketch of the pile— : THE .PRATAS SETTLEMENT
bearing a legend as to the discovery vy - -
.|China to Receive Island Back on|

) L CANTOX
{ the Pratas—driven in by Japanese, OFFICIp, 1\‘\'&9:}’ March 13,
o 2 S .

eV EN ; ome time . STIGATT
s stated in yesterday's issue. Tt has Iilang " (Cppa 8% 00 the Ppat, ’ Certain Terms
, e 3 esa s 3 < 87 ¢
been taken from a photo. i . Which g g ,,la.' Tung Sha) "
. h(l S0me an-“”.:(: ‘1“0 Ii off W aichoy ]
gt Xooden iy "OFS 0NN drppye From & very reliable source the China
C nog o < Tho i - MIlg  Chj Mail learns that the agreement concerning
- ,,,,M:i'('_“;f;-“.‘ Fi Yigg 151,":('1 Chi the Pratas Island dispute was signed at Can.
A [ that, “ang i Eo8lish why' gy jﬁ} ton by Consul Segawa, representing Japan
& i The 0.{‘}:;\ Cse Pretendog | ¢ 4 .nd H. E. Ym Vioeto o‘ Cmb th '
I} .‘201- to the v:. Cr reporteq the | ¢ 3 y g, 0n the
3 s 1"10;17.(‘{0-“ who sont/ ’ 12th inst,
.E > v U”)g one fo ( T W .
: 4 zrmdc-rst(,od 1’)1;o:gn : ! he - .\'.l' Ti'&l at iu.mhthnhdly
; o2 boarg " opanese, | | as follows : —Mr, ! mhnz.svn will receive the
: : ke  tho  noceagyy | sam of $130,000 as reimbursement for the
( v islang is in C;I“'no:‘e stated that | ¢ I he h" inw in ‘be i‘l“do Thi' J

—

money
DARY & ghiprect 1 Yaters, ang] is $80,000 less than he originally asked for,
8 Llace dupny 3% Occurr t The
mons, % during g ed at island was evacuated by the Japa-

'|npese on the 25th inst. and handed over to

80 there gy B

R and rf'cpn”‘_ :':f,\:ho*r -'l]m u,asan - m Ohm M‘l.-
X a < » 2 »
s’pmr:;%,(, cateh gup an,;nm'".n,m : | The sum of $130,000 will be paid within !
Lo iy o 9rtoit0 aig ke vinity | fifteen days of the evacuation of the Pratas. |1
' 3 3 cora], “Tious kings [¢
copvINE NOTES. [ y;
N

PRATAS, 1909 - THE FIRST DISPUTE

Nishizawa Yoshiji, Japanese guano entrepreneur
Protests and anti-Japanese boycott

Deal between Viceroy of Liangguang, Nishizawa and Japanese government




SEARCH FOR EVIDENCE

‘Scraping’ of documents begins

The Self-Government Society, “collected various sorts of evidence, from old published
accounts of travellers to the oral testimony of local fishermen, to prove that the islands
were historically Chinese and to refute Nishizawa’s claim of discovery”. (Rhoads, 1975)




OFF TO THE PARACELS.
D S

Chinese Snrveyilg Ex.
pedition,

—_—

This morning at daylight the Chi-
nese transports Fukpao and Shum-
| hang were to leave Hongkong har-
| bour on a surveying expedition to
tho Paracel Islands. The recent
Pratas Island affair appears to have
awakened the Chinese authorities to
the necessity for looking after their
interests in the islands which are
far demoved from the coastqlinoe,
The present expedition comprises no
fewer than 108 officials and is under
command of Admiral Li, with whom
and Commodore Lin and Captain
Woo. The expedition is expected
to be away for about a month.

-— ——

—

‘SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST, THURSDAY, JUNE 10, 1909.

PARACELS ISLANDS.
OFFICIAL MISSION
RETURNS.

DRAGON FLAG PLANTED AND
ISLANDS RENAMED.

—

PRATAS ISLAND
QUESTION.
——— _—’-.
China's Precautions Against a
Duplication.

————

In a repo t to the Government Mr.
Funatsu, the Japanese Consul at
| Hong' ong, says that since the juris-
diction of Pratas Island or Eustern
Sand Island, as it is called by the
| Chinese, became a diplomatic ques-
! tion between Japan and China, th.e
Chinese Government has been assl-
duously exploring the Paracel Island
or Western Sand Island, to see thag
no opportunity is g'ven to any
foreign Power to lay claim to land
in that direction. Acting under the
! instructions of the Vicéroy of
| Kwargtung, Admiral Li left Hong-
| kong on the 2ist ult. under the
| escort of the gunboats Fu-po and
| Li-kin for the Paracels in order to
explore the island and prepare it for
colonisation. Admiral Li was accom-
panied by a number of military
officers and Chinese merchants in
Hongkong and coolies—108 persons
in all. The party is expected to re-
turn in about a month.
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Hitherto known only as a per-
m;nent danger to navigation and
as a happy bhunting ground for
roving pirate bands, the group of
sandy, barren, inhospitable, ow
lying reefs described on the charts
as the Paracel Islands have been
proclaimed to the world as Chinese

that might in future

in| 3
avise as to thef? ;%'uumhlp.

As reported in our columns a few
woeks ago, following upon the
Pratas Island affair, the Chinese
authorities at Canton instituted
measures to reassert their claim to

! adjacent island territories. Their

ﬁ"nnu'onnl pride had been hurt a
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in |

)r.

a-

v
-

ed
+'s

ar-

|little by the discovery of the
’occupution of Pratas by a pros-
perous Japanese industrial enter-
prise and who among the Chinese
authorities coukl say but that other
islands were yielding similar golden

An expedition was

FIRST CLAIM TO PARACELS

Response to domestic political crisis

territory and renamed to avoid any

|
|

reported, had 'ﬁcn wrecked and | °

bundreds of lives lost. Nothing of
course could be done to render help
owing to the nature of the weather
and the lapse of time. The Fupao
and Chinhao then crossed over to
the Paracel group. They had at
Hoihow taken on board some fifty
coolies as workmen buf, as furned
out, their services were not required
and they were later on returned to
Hoihow. The first island visited
was Robert Island.  This island is
oval in shape, 28 feet high and
nearly four cables in length. It is
coyered with vegetation and has a
well of water. A reef surrounds the
island, but there is landing on the
castern side. It was very warm
while the expedition was there.
Pattle island on the north-west side
of the group was next visited. It
is fiye cables in length 2} cables in
breadth and about 30ft. high. A

§ profits to other alien enterprises?|safe anchorage could not be found
accordingly . there and the sea was too high to

Expedition departs Hong Kong 21 May 1909, spends 3 days in Paracels in early June

“the nautical map of our country had expanded to include the 14 Xisha islands.”
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SOUTH OHINA IIOB.NING POST IIONDAY MUNE 21, 1909.

—— ' aATEYITTT WA A AT N
9= > AP 29 - 192
! [t is reported that the authorities l_’_A_IRIL “J'_l_? .

:of Kwangtung propose converting

HE PARACELS DEATH-

| the inhabitable _posties of the TRAP G
Paracels into(@ penal scttlcmcnt e | =
: NEED FOR EFFICIENT
convicts to be en «qrxcul- eh utuikng
tural pursuits and hmbcr working
' ﬂ Trtc ISllnd Tllc i!Slll’ (:f S]“'PI,‘”:, (I“li
! . -

» Engineering of April 23 contains
the following : —

With the loss of the Lirnshing
off the coast of Annam on December
8 last, it appears that a report was
cireulated in Australin that she had
been lost off the Parancels and ac
cordingly a letter was forw: arded to
the Sccretary of the Merchant Ser-
vice Guild intimating him of this

catastrophe. The Journal of
Commerce states. that he has
1  RESOR & T SOULRE thha Ravaion

LOSS OF INTEREST

Development plans for Paracels were abandoned almost immediately in 1909
Revolution in 1911/12 — islands and workers there were forgotten

No record of any state activity in the islands until 1920s




THE MYSTERIOUS 1920s

1916-1928 — various rival governments in China
1921-1923 — Sun’s ‘unrecognised’ southern government deals with Japanese

Some mentions of visits to Paracels, details unclear



FRANCE’S CORAL EMPIRE

1925-1939 - (French) Indochinese Institute of Oceanography undertakes eight
missions to the Paracels and Spratlys.

Arnaud Krempf using national claim to advance personal research interests




1 28 HINESE EXPEDITION

Professor Shen Pengfei (ZLIEF) of Sun Yat-sen University in Guangzhou

“The Paracel archipelago is our nation’s southernmost territory.”

Chen Tianxi (FxX#3) ‘Compilation of materials concerning the Xisha and Dongsha islands




1927 GUANGZHOU RISING

Communist insurrection seizes city 11-13 December
Widespread reprisals and public executions — at least 5,000 communists killed

Possible connection to 1928 expedition? Nationalist legitimation?



1912 FIRST MAP OF
REPUBLIC OF CHINA

= Published in founding
oW W R ¥ ? | Almanac of RoC

= No borders marked

“The sovereign
territory of the
Republic of China
continues to be the
same as the domain of
the former Empire”

“Originally our vassal’

From William Callahan
China: the pessoptimist
nation OUP 2010

= The Republic of China

(1912). British Library Board,
shelfmark 15298.a.66
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‘homeland
territories’;

15 lost ‘vassals’
4 ‘territorial
concessions’;
14 lost and
disputed
‘maritime
territories’

Current territory

‘Old National
Boundary’

Sulu islands

From William
Callahan China:
the pessoptimist
nation OUP 2010




CLAIM AND COUNTER CLAIM

October 1928 — Establishment of a new central government under
Chiang Kai-Shek’s Guomindang

January 1930 — New government promulgates ‘Inspection Regulations
of Land and Water Maps’ (Shuilu ditu shencha tiaoli).

September 1931 — Japanese invasion of Manchuria

4 December 1931 — French government protests against Chinese plans
to develop the guano industry in the Paracels and, for the first time,
formally claims sovereignty over them

December 1931 — Anti-Chiang factions in Guomindang converge on
Guangzhou and form an autonomous government, the Southwest
Political Council (BFIB(Z &), under Hu Hanmin

27 July 1932 — Chinese gov’t formally rejects French claim to Paracels
May 1933 — Tanggu Truce between China and Japan
7 June 1933 - First meeting of RoC Maps Inspection C’ttee
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Sagary, ayanl son sitge i Lille, est, a partir | sent paragraphe. d sur 18
du 19 juin 1933, abonnée au timbre pour 3.509 Cetle réduction nc'porlc };lat' :
actions, nes 3 3500, d’une valeur nominals | de {imbre el d'enrcgistreme gire

7794 JOURNAL OFFICIEL DE LA REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE

Nistére gog affaires étrangéres.

Telgy; :
Dar !esd ‘T’;?cﬂumtian de cerlaines iles

qc llm !r.,.;llpur lcsquen]cs elle a été dispensée La demande en dL;luxle;O;lsc hols S Hes navales francaises.
i : 3 de’ I'apposition matérielle de Pempreinte du fe dans un délai de 2  deg em : ;
Ministére des ﬂes étrangéres. timbre par une déeision du direstenr de-1'en- ;,?.(,-u:-] ‘(llleb ]1‘111 date de 1a ’_’f}!‘.ﬂénnl' %a Unjlgg n:?;mfsmg““i?ls 2 ftailgnpgggéggg
registrernen! a Lille en date du 17 juillet 1933, et appuyce par les réc;-'l’ll,’;‘.” of les TH0 Nig ei-dessous - occupa
dvis relatif 4 Voccupation, le 19 juillet 1933, —_— pour les envois en port RESE nyolé S : ey
de ccrluénes iles Ipu'r des unit’és navales sés au destinataire P“urmf]%roau et ally, sitnge par 8039’ latitude
francaises. La Société des meules artificielles francaf- | 8. ainsi que par un :

Ongitude Est Greenwich, ainsi
QUi en dgpendent, :
0ssession a eu lieu le 43 avril

Tironois

: t { dre £

: A GirgoYant son siége & Darney, est, & parlir | lif mentionnant, par ordre Feiigse ;
Le Gouvernement francais a it procéder | gy’ g9 juillet 1933, abonnée an timbre ppou:_ expéditions, Jes taxes de {ran I‘l d 3

< , ) e et g i ¢ € u” +
Par des unités navales A Poccupalion des fles 1.666 aclions, nor 1 A 4666, d'une valnre - | expédition,” droits de timbr t
et flots définis ci<lessous: P actions, ne* 1 & 4666, d'une valeur nomi. I M%yeﬂ,

E e : Z i Amboj itng 7052, lati-
nale de 100 fr., pour lesquelles elle a ¢l¢ dis. | ment non compris. serve 16 @ €t 419055 1€, silug par 7052°, la
1o L'ile Spratly, situde par So 39' latitude | pensée de I'a posilion matérielle de 1'em. Le chemin de !"‘f[;ﬁﬁamns utiles: = Hue mlﬁa‘;‘;’f’ lqllgglwl? Est Greenwich,
Nord et 111055’ longitude Est Greenwich, ainsi | preinte du {imbre par une décision du direz- | demander toutes jus 36 o Hos QH; en dépendent. et
que les ilots qui en dépendent, | teur de Penregistrement & Epinal en dale du BOP—— s session a eu lieu le 7 avii
mgéa prise de possession a cu lieu le 13 avril | 19 juillet 1933, Condilions II'HI’I"IJ'C%;:;":, o . tanlhl'l;“h_ﬁ, silué par 10022’ latitude Nord
20 1lot Caye-d’Amboine, situé par 752", Jati- ISR “¥tud

) ! € Est Greenwich, ainsi que
résent PATIEEy A pridil en dépendent. .
e & - ¢ Possession a’ en Jieu le 10 avril

foup,

Nol"dp‘ctdfineux-ll-cs, situd par 11029’ lali-

tude Nord et 112035, longitude Kst Greznwich, La soclété Les Docks du litloral, ayant son AR At P
ainsi que les flots qui en dépendent, s1¢2e A Roulogne-sur-Mer, est, & parlir du 18 t fs ISPI;;:,. aux. condilions

prise de possession a cu lieu le 7 avnil | Juillet 1933, abonnée au timbre pour 1,000 [ (SO1 SOUIISES X actuellemen
actions, n”s 4 a 1000, d’une valenr nominals | COMM S

x X : 530 11 ; o T arif ‘P, Vi no400.% i e 49217 om0 5 nwic
30 1lot Ttu-Aba, situé par 10022’ Jalilude Nard | de 100 Ir., pour lesquelles elle a ¢lé dis ensée tarif P. V. n ,1 tanocitions du P 1 longilude Est Greenwich,
et 114°21°, longitude Est Greenwich, ainsi que | de l'ﬂl)Dosl’lJion m.qéricll(' de l’empreh{)tc dn aNn“' X :L.“x (f:-'él\)'?ft:;l qu'd U0 ot _gp“%eé Hots aul en dépendent. -
les ilots qui en dépendent. timbre par une décision du directeur de on- ,{aphe D e Hiode. qui,” saul BEtois o), Possession a eu Heu le 10 avril
{La prise de possession a eu lieu le 10 avrl | regisirernent & Arras en date du 20 juillet | €t pour ;]l" 1 l"n décembre 4@ euf. 'Lﬂaito A :
4933, 1933. D I e s en VSU & Tong p, SIug par 10042’ latitudé Nord
4° Groupe de Deux-lles, situé par 11029° Tati- 22 suivra celle de le -pots AT S qui -lude Est Greenwich, ainsi que
tude Nord et 114921°, longitude 1ot Greenwich, e _‘.‘—; aares excepté G do < Drigg d €N dépendent,
ainsi que les flots qui ¢n dépendent. d (a) {‘E‘i'.‘ ioy fﬁl ”['(i,\uiionchlrgcl:l o) © Dossession a en ljeu le 41 avril
40553 Prise de possession u eu Lieu I¢ 10 avril Ministére des travaux publics. el Lo b mnrl:hmg(ljl:;?“'md i Thigy S, ; s
; c >e o e D : i > ar 117’ ord
!5°Jl]l;.t} Lo.'lmn., l:~?i]lu6 a{ 10042 latitude Nord (Paris, 1€ { qé‘f“‘g;luqe Esthreein\‘wig?]m‘;linsi qﬁc
e 492 longilude Est Greenwich, ainsi - —_— ) dépende ’ :
que les ilots qui en dépendent, % PROPOSITIONS DE TARIFS Brise gy pocpendent.

: 0ssession a ey i 2 avril
9:({[;:1) prise de possession a eu lieule 11 avril S a eu dieu le 12 avril

SOUMISES A L'HOMOLOGATION

: PARIS A LYON ET A LA MED!
6° lle Thi-Tu, sltuée par 1107’ latitude Nond DU MINISTRE DES TRAVAUX PUBLICS §

18 o ey
la L flots susindiqués relévent désor-

1) Verainelg francaise

et 114°16’, longitude Est Greenwich, ainsi que it ‘insérer, dans 18 o Avig :
Ies ilots qui cn dépendent. : “,Ia’f.?f".‘s'(;"",‘nnd it 51.&14[0"3’;? Ang‘flic;er;"‘élﬁ le préccdent, inséré au
‘9&{’) prise de possession a eu licu le 12 avril AVIS IMPORTANT rit <v}é(:iql"iav!(-ri"llr p. V. t 13 L) 0 dale du 25 juillet 4933;

g = : A iy D ri 5 ;

3 fles S sus-indiqués releve ¢sor- | Pour ne pas relarder UVinstruction des propo- | P. V. no 144, un paragraj apress NS :
n;{f: 500';]:(52,"1"1.2,;‘1'3;&.‘]',‘}.ggf.a':lcé‘""t désor sitions soumises Uhomaologation mgmsté- positions sont reproduites ¢ i ;e : -, —

ik rielle, les observations ou réclamations auz- X (%) : :
Q9 quelles donnent licu ces propositions, de Paragranhe 2 :

THE FRENCH ANNEXATION 1933

6 islands: Spratly Island, Amboyna Cay, Itu Aba, Les Deux lles (Northeast Cay &
Southeast Cay), Loaita & Thitu

Announced on Bastille Day (14 July) and printed in Journal Officiel de la
Republique Francaise 25 & 26 July 1933
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1933 - MASS MEDIA & CONFUSION

Officials don’t know where Spratly Islands are. Li Zhun mixes up Paracels & Spratlys
Nanjing government receives map, decides not to protest against French

Southwest Political Council continues to agitate



1933 - HOW IT ENDED

Huge interest from Chinese media

Agitation by nationalist groups in many cities

Wider Chinese population takes an interest in sovereignty
Great confusion about location of islands — amplified by media

* (Those articles are still a source of confusion to this day)
Nanjing government decides not to protest to France
 “We must focus only on the Xisha Islands because the points of

evidence of our sovereignty on them are so numerous that the
whole world accepts it, with the exception of Japan’.

ROC Military Committee secret report, 1 September 1933

Rival Guangzhou administration continues to agitate and protest
— using islands issue to attack credibility of Nanjing government
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DRAWING THE LINE

The Inspection Committee for Land and Water Maps (/2B &2 B €) starts work
Holds 25 meetings between 7 June 1933 and 21 December 1934

Agrees Chinese names for 132 features in the South China Sea
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WHERE DID THE LIST COME FROM?

The UK Hydrographic Office...
China Sea Directory 1906
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= Ambiguous
meaning of title

= Map does not
make any
territorial claims

= ‘Nansha’ is the
Macclesfield
Bank

= Spratlys are
“Tuansha’

= James Shoal
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WHY THE JAMES SHOAL?
Did the ROC Maps Inspection Committee just copy this map?
‘Asiatic Archipelago’ — published by Edward Stanford & Co. 1918




548'?&_ w0

1983 FEATHEBER 1U7 EXHER 1935 FEAHER IIICBTR 19 FXTHHRRER 197 FAKBEH 1935 FEALER ﬂ)'t%#
=

248. THER - R - ERTHR West Reef 279. WERE W ‘ i
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4] BERFY HE® Y Jimes Shoal
———TEE PIACHTE et STout ; : , :
260 AR e HAS#EM  Prince of Wales Bank- | O e1947 4R
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| 147 FAFHA AR E6,1983 EAFHIAD AL, 104 s 2
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270. Sk Aitken Reef |

TURNING WATER INTO LAND

Mis-translation of ‘shoal’ as i - James Shoal becomes ‘Zengmu Tan’ — a land
feature!

Names change in 1947 (‘Tan’ becomes ‘Ansha’) and again in 1983
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BAI MEICHU - FATHER OF THE LINE?

A founder of the China Geographical Society, wrote in Dixue zazhi, The Journal of the Studies
about the Earth

“Loving the nation is the top priority in learning geography, while building the nation is what
learning geography is for”

1936 ‘New China Construction Atlas’ includes a U-shaped line as far south as James Shoal.



= ‘New China
Construction
Atlas’ 1936

= Imaginary
islands

= Used the
names

chosen by the
Inspection
Committee

= James Shoal
& Vanguard
Bank drawn
as islands.
James Shoal
labelled
‘Zengmu Tan’
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1943 CHINA ONLY CLAIMS PARACELS

‘China Handbook’ 1943 editions (Published in India in July and New York in November)

Triton Island in the Paracels is China’s southernmost point




WW2 - CAIRO DECLARATION 1943

F

2 =T OF S5
{S“ﬂwim OF §74 7

“It is their purpose that Japan

pECS 1943

K@ Dwmmno @§ . .
D - i shall be stripped of all the islands

HOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASE HOLD FOR RELEASE
PLEASE SAFEGUARD AGAINST PREMATURE RELEASE OR PUBLICATION.

The following commmique ie for automatic release at in the PaCifiC WhiCh She haS
7:30 P,M., E.W.T., on Wednesday, December 1, 1943,

Extraordinary precautions must be taken to hold this com- . d . d .
ication sbsolutely confidential and secret until the hour set th
PRI seized or occupied since the

No intimation can be given itas contents nor shall ite
contents be the subject of epeculation or discussien on the pa.rt
of anybody receiving it, prior to the hour of release.

beginning of the first World War in
1914, and that all the territories

Radio commentators and news broadcasters are particularly
cautioned not to make the commnication the subjeet of speculation
before the hour of release for publication,

1100° 0L

50\ Sucretig'mgr{txngasidﬂnt
A s R I —a e e e e e e
‘ J has stolen from th
?:“ President Roosevelt, Genoralissimo Chiang Kai-Shek and a pa n aS S O e n ro m e
\\ Prime Minister Churchill, tagether with their respeotive pilitary

apd diplomatie mdvimers, have completed a eonverence in North

\‘ Africa
b \
p"\ /‘i‘ The following general stetement was issued:
N - :

Chinese, such as Manchuria,

"The several military missions have agreed upon
future military operations against Japan. The Three
Great Allies expressed their resolve to bring unrelenting
pressure againset their brutal enemies by sea, land and
air., This pressure is already rising.

Formosa, and The Pescadores,

dVM NV 3Idodn3

"The Three Great Allies are fighting this war to
restrain and punish the aggression of Japan. They covet
no gain for themselves and have no thought of territorial
oxpansion, It is their purpose that Japan shall be
stripped of all the islands in the Pacific which she has
seized or occupied since the beginning of the First World
War in 1914, and that all the territories Japan has stolen
from the Chinese, such as Manchuria, Formosa, and The
Pescadores, shall be restored to the Republic of China.

shall be restored to the Republic

of China. Japan will also be

ggocz/6ga

Japan will also be expelled from all other territories
which she has teken by violence-and greed. The aforesaid

g oty T Rk ey T expelled from all other territories
shall become froe and independent.

. "With those objocts in view the Three Allies, in
armony with those of the United Nations at war with H H
A S R T W which she has taken by violence
surrender of Japen."

¥981 61 Nyr
amT

and greed.” - 1 December 1943

H1/sd
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THE GEOGRAPHERS

Zheng Ziyue (#833£4) and Fu Jiaojin ({85445
1927 — Students of Bai Meichu, studied in Germany & Japan, return as professors

1946 — Seconded to Chinese Ministry of Interior to formulate national boundaries



PHILIPPINE CLAIM 1946

4 July Philippine independence from the USA

— .
” &
r--."s ’ |

[ 4

23 July Foreign Secretary (& Vice-Pres) Elpidio Quirino declares claim to islands



‘Location sketch map
of the South China
Sea Islands’

Produced for a meeting
on 25 September 25,
1946 at the RoC
Ministry of the Interior
.4  convened to resolve
“how to delimit the
scope of what is to be
received [from Japan]
for the purpose of
reclaiming [lit.,

First character is 7= ‘zhan’ rather than % ‘zeng’
Seco aracter is 1 rather than £}, both ‘mu’

Third is ¥ ‘sha’, meaning sand not  ‘tan’.

1VIOI440
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FRANCE vs CHINA 1945/6/7

SPRATLYS

FR Chevreuil places
marker on Itu Aba on
5 October 1946

Claimed for France

RoC ship Taiping
places marker:12
December 1946

Claimed for China

PARACELS

Weather expedition
1945

RoC ship Yongxing
arrives Woody Island
28 November 1946

Claimed for China

Jan 1947 French
retreat to Pattle Island

French claim Paracels
on behalf of Annam




1946 ROC TAIPING LANDING PARTY

12 December 1946 — ROC Navy lands on Itu Aba, island later named after ship

First ever official Chinese presence in the Spratly Islands

How many other features were actually visited?

-




CHINA HANDBOOK

1937—1945

A Comprebensive Survey of Major Developments
in China in Eight Years of War

REVISED AND ENLARGED
WITH 1946 SUPPLEMENT

Compiled by
CHINESE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION

New York
THE MACMILLAN COMPANY

1947

CHAPTER 1

GENERAL INFORMATION

AREA

The territory of the Republic of China
begins in the north from latitude 53°
52’ 30” N. (Sayan Mountains) and in the
east from longitude 135° 27 30” E. (the
confluence of the Amur and Ussuri
Rivers). The southernmost and western-
most boundaries remain to be settled
as the Pamirs on the west constitute an
undemarcated area among China, the
U. S. S. R. and the British Empire, and
the sovereignty of the Tuansha Islands
(the Coral Islands) on the south
are contested among China, the Common-

wealth o ilippines and Indo-China.

The northern section of the boundary
between China and Burma remains to
be demarcated.

Provinces

Kansu

Chinghai

Ningsia

Sinkiang

Suiyuan

Chahar

Jehol

LLiaoning

Kirin g

Heilungkiang ...
Special

Municipalities

Nanking

1947 - UNCERTAINTY CONTINUES

Chinese government regards ‘Tuansha Islands’ sovereignty as contested
‘China Handbook’ 1947 edition
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‘Location Map of the
South China Sea
Islands’

BESEam 2w

Drawn December 1947

Formally published by
RoC Ministry of Internal
Affairs in February 1948
as an adjunct to its new
‘Administrative Division
Map of the Republic of
China’

No official explanation of
the meaning of the line

Cartanranhar \Nann

Both old and new names for James Shoal are
marked on the map

A L7 BRI Zengmu Ansha, the standard term
AT PO gince 1947, is followed by E ) Zhengmu Sha

AT S in brackets

9 AEARUEGESEH  http://www. nansha. org. cn
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Claim 1s not ancient but modern %

Clamm developed 1n response to o
domestic political crises —

Elite knowledge about the sea was A
minimal and expanded southwards

-+ Claimis not ‘natural’ but the result of ...
Ty 201 century Circumstances 2
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US Dept of State Geographer

WHY DOES THIS MATTER?

View of ‘historical’ nature of Chinese claim can distort perspectives and policy

Territorial disputes are resolvable’ — evidence can be tested

China’s sense of entitlement will lead to clashes in the future
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs of _ m

the People's Republic of China

Home The Ministry Policies and Activities Press and Media Service Countries and Regions About China Resources

Home > Topics > The Issue of South China Sea

Historical Evidence To Support China's Sovereignty over Nansha Islands
2000111117

China was the first to discover, name, develop,conduct economic activities on and exercise jurisdiction of the Nansha Islands.

A. China the First to Discover and Name the Nansha Islands

The earliest discovery by the Chinese people of the Nansha Islands can be traced back to as early as the Han Dynasty. Yang Fu of the East Han Dynasty (23-
220 A.D.) made reference to the Nansha Islands in his book entitled Yiwu Zhi (Records of Rarities) , which reads: "Zhanghai gitou, shui gian er duo cishi”

("There are islets, sand cays, reefs and banks in the South China Sea, the water there is shallow and filled with magnetic rocks or stones"). Chinese people
then called the South China Sea Zhanghai and all the islands, reefs, shoals and isles in the South China Sea, including the Nansha and Xisha Islands, Qitou.

HALF-TRUTHS

Document ‘scraping’ and selective quotations

Original texts long disappeared: using copies of copies from over 1000 years later
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The original entry in the Ylwu zhi reads as follows: “There are
” rugged stones in the rising sea, and where the water is shallow

-+ there are many magnetic stones. Foreigners reinforce their big

/‘« LUNFAPANE T S VoGP SDFs YRR

= 'L ships with sheet metal. WWhen they reach this strait, they cannot

:f E sail past because of the magnetic stones.”
g | Tf Yiwu zhi jiyi jiaozhu, 212, entry 105.
Z }2 Professor Johannes L. Kurz, Universiti Brunei Darussalam

w

sz ‘What i /s the ‘historical’ in Chlna s clalms fo the South China Sea?’

wWHA B O ZHE

GRS SRR | ;EI | =P AT
EVIDENCE IN CONTEXT

Phrase ‘South China Sea’ doesn’t appear in the ‘original’

L-r

‘Original’ shows ‘foreigners’ navigating the sea, not Chinese




24th day [9 December]

At noon we had run just 831 /i [277 miles]. Our position was
17.30 north. I estimated that we were between two and three
hundred [i south of Hainan. The crew called this sea ¢ Ch’i-na-
hsi’, which means ‘the Sea of the Middle Kingdom’ [China
Sea]. I caught sight of many flying-fish in the water, several feet
in length. They leapt up to the height of ten feet or so before
alighting again. Not far away to port lay the P’ai-la-su [Paracel]
Islands, which produce béche-de-mer and coral, though not of
the best quality.” These islands belong to China, but they are
barren and uninhabited. One of our fellow passengers was an
Englishman called P’ai~de-ssu-li-hsi-te [Patrick Lister ?].2 He
was making a world tour and had joined the ship on his way
home. On making enquiries I found that he was a wealthy
Englishman who was travelling for pleasure.

THE AMBASSADOR’S 1876 CLAIM?

Guo Songtao, Shi Xi Ji Cheng (Travel Notes of an Envoy to the West)
Translated into English by J.D. Frodsham (Clarendon Press, 1974)




