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The European Union is diverse … 

GDP/capita 
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The European Union is diverse … 

Third-level 

Education 
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Why do we have a Cohesion Policy? 

• Preamble to the Treaty of Rome (1957): necessity "to strengthen the 

unity of their economies and to ensure their harmonious development 

by reducing the differences existing between the various regions  

and the backwardness of the less favoured regions".  

 

• Article 174 Treaty of Lisbon (2010): "In order to promote its overall 

harmonious development, the Union shall develop and pursue its actions 

leading to the strengthening of its economic, social and territorial 

cohesion. In particular, the Union shall aim at reducing disparities 

between the levels of development of the various regions and  

the backwardness of the least favoured regions". 
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€351.8bn 
COHESION POLICY 

FUNDING 

EXPECTED PUBLIC &  
PRIVATE NATIONAL  
CONTRIBUTIONS 

LIKELY IMPACT OF  
COHESION POLICY 

€500bn + 

COHESION POLICY FUNDING 

DELIVERED 
THROUGH 
3 FUNDS 

EUROPEAN 
REGIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT  
FUND 

EUROPEAN 
SOCIAL 
FUND 

COHESION 
FUND 
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Investing in all EU regions 
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Cohesion Policy Funding 2014-2020 (€351.8 bn) 
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Allocations per Member State (2014-2020) 

Total EU allocations of cohesion policy 2014-2020* (billion €, current prices)
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* breakdown by category of allocations subject to transfers between categories at the request of the Member States
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Research and Innovation Combating climate change 

Information and Commu- 

nication technologies 

Competitiveness of SMEs 

Low-carbon economy 

Environment and 

resource efficiency 

Sustainable transport 

Better public 

administration 

Better education, training 

Social inclusion 

Employment and Mobility 

What: 11 thematic objectives 
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How: Multiannual programming + Shared Management 

Common 

Strategic 

Framework 

Partnership 

Agreements 

Operational 

Programmes 

Management of 

programmes/ 

Selection of 

projects 

Monitoring/ 

Annual 

reporting 
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Focus on results: 
Open data platform 

https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu 

https://cohesiondata.ec.europa.eu/
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Regional Policy in Scotland 
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How much money ? 

million €  (1£ = 1.25 €) Total ERDF ERDF-rate 

Total 1,013 477 47% 

Highland & Islands ('transition') 204 112 55% 

Rest of Scotland ('more developed') 809 365 45% 
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Thank you for your attention 

www.ec.europa.eu/inforegio 

www.twitter.com/@EU_Regional 

DG REGIO collaborative platform 
www.yammer.com/regionetwork 

www.flickr.com/euregional 

www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission 

www.linkedin.com/company/1809 

plus.google.com/+EuropeanCommission 

Sign up for our 'REGIOFLASH' 
www.inforegiodoc.eu 

http://www.ec.europa.eu/inforegio
https://www.yammer.com/regionetwork
http://www.flickr.com/euregional
http://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
http://www.linkedin.com/company/1809
https://plus.google.com/+EuropeanCommission
http://www.inforegiodoc.eu/
http://www.ec.europa.eu/inforegio
http://www.twitter.com/@EU_Regional
http://www.yammer.com/regionetwork
http://www.flickr.com/euregional
http://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
http://www.linkedin.com/company/1809
plus.google.com/+EuropeanCommission
http://www.inforegiodoc.eu/

