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SDSU SOCCER QUICK FACTS
SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY QUICK FACTS

Location............. ..o i San Diego, Calif.
Population .............. ... . .o 1,264,600 (2000 Census)
Founded ....... .. 1897
Enrollment . ... 35,887
Team Nickname ..............c i, Aztecs
COlOrS .o v et Scarlet and Black
HomeField ........................... SDSU Sports Deck (1,000)
Affiliation ... . NCAA Division I
CONEreNnCe . ..o v vttt Pacific-10
University President ....................... Dr. Stephen L. Weber
Director of Athletics .............coiiiiiin .. Jeff Schemmel

SAN DIEGO STATE SOCCER QUICK FACTS

Head Coach ................... ... ... Lev Kirshner (Rutgers '91)
Record at San Diego State . ............ 39-59-18 (.414) (Six seasons)
Career Collegiate Record ..................... ... . ..., Same
Office PhONE .....ooooe (619) 594-0136
Email................. ... aztecsoccer@mail.sdsu.edu
Assistant Coach ....................... Matt Hall (San Diego "01)
Assistant Coach ............ Oscar Rodriguez (San Diego State "01)
Assistant Coach............... Kevin Sapanli (San Diego State '06)
Director of Soccer Operations ......... Kyle Smith (Santa Clara "99)
2005 ReCOTd ...t 9-4-6
HomeRecord .......... ... ... ... . il 7-1-2
AwayRecord ....... ... ... i 2-3-3
Neutral Record ......... ..o i 0-0-1
2005 Pac-10Record ........ ... 2-3-5
2005 Pac-10 Finish ......... ... ... i Fourth
NCAA Tournament .. .Lost in first round to UC Santa Barbara (0-2)
Letterwinners Returning/Lost .............................. 21/5
Starters Returning/Lost .............. .. ... . i i 7/4
NCAA Tournament Berths (Record) ................. Seven (9-5-1)

SAN DIEGO STATE MEDIA RELATIONS

Assistant A.D./Media Relations ....................... Mike May

Asst. M.R. Director/Wom. Soccer Contact ....... Jamie McConeghy

Office PhONE .....ooooe (619) 594-4348

CellPhone .......... ..., (607) 435-5577

Email ... jmcconeg@mail.sdsu.edu

| (619) 594-6541

PressBoxPhone ........ ... . ... . ... . (619) 594-3989

Mailing Address ..................... San Diego State University

Media Relations Office

Department of Athletics

5500 Campanile Drive

San Diego, CA 92182-4309

Official Website ............................. www.goaztecs.com
MEDIA INFORMATION

Requests for interviews and credentials should be directed to
Jamie McConeghy in the San Diego State Media Relations office.
Interviews are generally available following practice sessions.
Interviews outside practice time should be arranged 24 hours in
advance by contacting Jamie McConeghy at (619) 594-4348 or at jmc-
coneg@mail.sdsu.edu. On game days, Aztec players and coaches will
be available postgame following a 10-minute cooling off period.
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SDSU MEN’S SOCCER

2006 ROSTER
NUMERICAL ALPHABETICAL
4 No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr.-Exp. Hometown/Last School No. Name Pos.
2 0 Brad Byrns GK 6-2 190 Fr-HS Alamo, Calif./Monte Vista High 10 Raul Bautista MF
5 01 Luis Trejo GK 6-1 193 Sr-1L  San Jose, Calif./De Anza College 18 Steve Beitashour = MF
=2 1 Ryan Bowie GK  6-2 186 So.-1L Chandler, Ariz./Mountain Pointe High 1 Ryan Bowie GK
8 2 Robbie Diaz D 5-8 173 Sr.-3L  San Diego, Calif./Univ. of San Diego High 16 Cameron Brinitzer D
x 3 David Dally MF  5-9 150 Jr-2L  San Jose, Calif./Leland High 0 Brad Byrns GK
E 4 Nick Cardenas D 6-5 190 Fr.-HS Thornton, Colo./Horizon High 27 Dustin Canada D
= 5  Nick Clemens D 5-9 157 Sr.-3L  San Diego, Calif./Univ. of San Diego High 4  Nick Cardenas D
6  Kraig Chiles MF  5-11 185 Jr-2L  San Diego, Calif./Poway High 6  Kraig Chiles MF
& 7  Evan Toft MEF 5-9 155 Fr-HS Aurora, Colo./Grandview High 5 Nick Clemens D
li: 8  Daniel Ortega F 5-10 165 Fr.-HS San Diego, Calif./Eastlake High 25 Nick Collins F
n 9  Kevin Werbner F 6-1 180 So.-1L Manchester, Conn./Manchester High 28 Kyle Crain MF
LZD 10 *Raul Bautista MF 6-1 185 Sr-3L  Salida, Calif./Grace Davis High 3 David Dally MF
E 11 *Andrew DiCicco F 5-7 146 Sr-3L  Wethersfield, Conn./Wethersfield High 2  Robbie Diaz D
g 12 Freddy McDonald F 6-2 175 Jr-2L  Phoenix, Ariz./Mountain Pointe High 11 Andrew DiCicco F
8 13 Santo Pernicano D 6-1 170 Fr-HS San Diego, Calif./El Capitan High 22 Tally Hall GK
14 Mike Piazza MF  5-8 150 Fr.-RS Palos Park, Ill./Sandburg High 26 Matt Lemire F
15 Danny Ortiz D 5-10 155 So.-1L  Palmdale, Calif./Highland High 12 Freddy McDonald F
c£ 16 Cameron Brinitzer D 5-9 165 Fr.-RS Sacramento, Calif./Folsom High 20 Matt McManus D
L 17 Eric Turner D 5-9 170 So.-1L Tempe, Ariz./Corona Del Sol High 8  Daniel Ortega F
% 18 Steve Beitashour MF  5-11 160 Fr.-RS San Jose, Calif./Leland High 15 Danny Ortiz D
o 19 Jamel Wallace D 6-0 165 So.-1L San Diego, Calif./Oceanside High 13 Santo Pernicano D
20 Matt McManus D 6-1 180 Fr.-RS Santa Clarita, Calif./Canyon High 23  Omar Persad F
21 Dennis Sanchez D 5-8 165 So.-IL Redmond, Wash./Bishop Manogue High 14 Mike Piazza MF
E 22 *Tally Hall GK 6-4 205 Sr-3L  Gig Harbor, Wash./Gig Harbor High 24 Ryan Reott D
= 23  Omar Persad F 5-7 150 So.-1L  Louisville, Ky./Trinity High 21 Dennis Sanchez D
o 24 Ryan Reott D 5-7 140 Sr-1L  Yorba Linda, Calif./Irvine Valley College 7 Evan Toft MF
25 Nick Collins F 6-0 175 So.-1L Paso Robles, Calif./Paso Robles High 01 Luis Trejo GK
26 Matt Lemire F 5-9 175 Jr-TR Ipwisch, Mass./Univ. of Massachusetts 17 Eric Turner D
E 27 Dustin Canada D 6-2 175 Fr-HS Las Vegas, Nev./Centennial High 19 Jamel Wallace D
E 28 Kyle Crain MEF 5-8 155 Fr.-HS Pleasanton, Calif./Foothill High 9  Kevin Werbner F
(%) * Captains
I
Head Coach: Lev Kirshner (Rutgers, 1991), seventh season
Assistant Coach: Matt Hall (San Diego, 2001), seventh season
(:f)) Assistant Coach: Kevin Sapanli (San Diego State, 2006), second season
% Assistant Coach: Oscar Rodriguez (San Diego State, 2001), second season
%) Director of Operations: Kyle Smith (Santa Clara, 1999), third season
Lé) PRONUNCIATION BY CLASS BY STATE
= Beitashour . .............. be-TA-shower Seniors (7): Bautista, Clemens, Diaz, Arizona (3): Bowie, McDonald, Turner
Bowie BO-cee DiCicco, Hall, Reott, Trejo ) ) ) )
""""""""""""" California (17): Bautista, Beitashour,
Canada ..................... CAN-a-da Juniors (4): Chiles, Dally, Lemire, grir}itzeDr, ll?yr]rju?, Clll\i/}ei,d Clemegs; Collins,
rain, Da iaz, McManus, Ortega
Cardenas ............... card-DEEN-iss | McDonald Ortiz,, Perniyéano, I’{e ott, Trej ;’ Wallgcé
DiCicco .....ovviii.. duh-CHEEK-o Sophomores (8): Bowie, Collins, Ortiz, Colorado (2): Cardenas, Toft
Lemire .........ccoovuuuo... ley-MYRE | Persad, Sanchez, Turner, Wallace, Werbner ) /
Persad ....................... per-SOD Connecticut (2): DiCicco, Werbner
Freshmen (11): Beitashour, Brinitzer,
Santo ............. ... ... SAWN-toe Byrns, Canada, Cardenas, Crain, Ilinois (1): Piazza
Sapanli ................. saw-PAWN-lee McManus, Ortega, Pernicano, Piazza, Toft
Kentucky (1): Persad
Massachusetts (1): Lemire
Nevada (1): Canada
Washington (2): Hall, Sanchez
NCAA TOURNAMENT APPEARANCES
2 1969, 1981, 1982, 1987, 1988, 1989, 2005
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2006 SCHEDULE

AUGUST

Soccer Post/Aztec Classic (San Diego, Calif.) g

Fri. 25 ALBANY SDSU Sports Deck 4 p.m. 8

Sun. 27 RUTGERS SDSU Sports Deck 2 p.m. g
Q

SEPTEMBER o

Sat. 2 at UC Santa Barbara Santa Barbara, Calif. 7 p.m. <

Wed. 6 at UC Riverside Riverside, Calif. 4 p.m.

Sat. 9 UNLV SDSU Sports Deck 2 p.m. 8

Sun. 10 ALUMNI GAME" SDSU Sports Deck 2 p.m. =
T
=

USD Tournament (San Diego, Calif.) 8

Fri. 15 RIDER (DH) SDSU Sports Deck 2 p.m. =

Sun. 17 LONG ISLAND SDSU Sports Deck 2 pm. ot

Fri. 22 at Stanford* Palo Alto, Calif. 7:30 p.m. -

Sun. 24 at California* Berkeley, Calif. 1 p.m. E

Fri. 29 OREGON STATE* SDSU Sports Deck 4 p.m. %

OCTOBER

Sun. 1 WASHINGTON* SDSU Sports Deck 2 pm. E

Sun. 8 UCLA* (DH) (LV) SDSU Sports Deck 2:30 p.m. m

Sat. 14 at UC Irvine Irvine, Calif. 7 p.m. =

Fri. 20 at Washington* Seattle, Wash. 7 p.m.

Sun. 22 at Oregon State* Corvallis, Ore. 1 p.m. T

Fri. 27 CALIFORNIA* (LV) SDSU Sports Deck 3 p.m. g

Sun. 29 STANFORD* (LV) SDSU Sports Deck 1 p.m. 2

NOVEMBER y

Fri. 3 at UCLA* Los Angeles, Calif. 7 p.m. (%

Fri.-Sat. 10or11 NCAA First Round On-Campus Sites TBA é

Wed. 15 NCAA Second Round On-Campus Sites TBA o

Sat.-Sun. 18 or 19 NCAA Third Round On-Campus Sites TBA

Fri.-Sun. 24, 25 or 26 NCAA Quarterfinals On-Campus Sites TBA

DECEMBER

Fri. & Sun. 1-3 NCAA College Cup St. Louis, Mo. TBA

Schedule is subject to change

All times Pacific

Home games in CAPS

* Pacific-10 Conference game

~ Exhibition game

DH -- Doubleheader with SDSU women’s soccer team

LV -- Live video available on www.goaztecs.com

NCAA TOURNAMENT APPEARANCES 3

1969, 1981, 1982, 1987, 1988,

1989, 2005




SDSU MEN’S SOCCER
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THIS IS SDSU

SFASON OUTLOOK

How do you rebound from a disap-
pointing, injury-riddled 2004 season
where you finished with a 4-13-2 overall
record? You join one of the top conferences
in the nation, bring in a nationally rated
recruiting class, have your best season in
14 years and earn a trip to the NCAA tour-
nament for the first time in 16 seasons.

Coming off the program’s most success-
ful season since 1991 and its first trip to the
NCAA tournament since 1989, the San
Diego State men’s soccer team is back in
the national spotlight and doesn’t seem to
be going anywhere anytime soon.

The Aztecs return seven starters, includ-
ing senior All-American goalkeeper Tally
Hall, from the 2005 squad which finished
9-4-6 overall and a respectable 2-3-5 in the
Pac-10 Conference.

Welcome in the 17th-ranked recruiting
class in the nation and you can see why
seventh-year head coach Lev Kirshner is so
excited.

“This whole team is filled with talent,”
Kirshner said. “For us to be successful,
however, (the younger players) are going
to have to learn to play soccer at the college
level right away. We are very excited about
the upcoming season, our second in the
Pac-10, and we’ll see what we can achieve.

“That being said, our expectations every
year are to go to the NCAA tournament
and compete for a Pac-10 title,” Kirshner
added. “That’s what we want to accom-
plish.”

Below is a position-by-position break-
down of the 2006 San Diego State soccer
team.

Forwards

The forward line is a bit of a question for
SDSU after losing 2005 all-Pac-10 honor-
able mention selection Heath Creager to
graduation. Creager tied for the team lead
with 14 points (six goals, two assists) a sea-
son ago.

Kirshner will look upon senior tri-cap-
tain Andrew DiCicco and junior Freddy
McDonald to pick up where Creager left
off.

“We have a very talented group of
young players mixed in with some good
experienced players,” Kirshner said.
“Freddy McDonald is fighting for a start-
ing job right now as a junior and Andrew
DiCicco, if healthy, will be a starter. We're
trying to slowly get (DiCicco’s) fitness lev-
els back. Obviously if we have a junior and
a senior up top, then there is experience.”

DiCicco is making the jump to forward
after playing his first three seasons as a
midfielder. DiCicco has started 27 of the 56
games he has played in and has five points
on one goal and three assists.

McDonald battled injuries in 2005 and

only appeared in seven games with one
start, a year after starting all 18 games his
freshman season. In his first campaign, he
tallied one goal and 15 shot attempts as a
defender, and was named honorable men-
tion All-American by the Top Drawer web-
site.

“We have many others fighting (DiCicco
and McDonald) for a starting job as well,”
Kirshner said. “Omar (Persad) and (Kevin)
Werbner are two guys who coud see signif-
icant playing time.”

Persad and Werbner, both sophomores,
each registered one goal and two assists for
four points in 2005.

Freshman Daniel Ortega brings a list of
honors and accolades to SDSU after a great
career at nearby Eastlake High School,
where he was named to the National
Soccer Coaches Association of America
(NSCAA) All-America team in 2004 and
2005. Ortega won the adidas Golden Boot
as the leading scorer at the 2004 ODP
national championships and was a U.S.
Youth National Team pool player from
2002-05.

“Danny is a gifted striker whose com-
mitment and abilities immediately
strengthen our attack,” Kirshner said.

Junior Matt Lemire, a transfer from
UMass, should also contribute to the for-
ward corps after tallying eight goals and
five assists over two seasons for the
Minutemen.

Midfielders

The midfielders should be a strength
once again for the Aztecs in the 2006 sea-
son.

“We have a lot of talent (at the midfield
position),” Kirshner said. “There is a lot of
experience as well, now we just need to fig-

Raul Bautista

ure out who works the best with each
other. The competition will be fierce.”

Senior tri-captain Raul Bautista and jun-
ior Kraig Chiles should lead the way.

Bautista was third on team in scoring a
season ago with 10 points (four goals, two
assists), but Kirshner plans to use him on
the defensive side of the ball in 2006.

“Raul is a significant contributor in our
midfield as we look to put him in more of
a defensive role this season,” Kirshner
said. “We just feel that his power, strength
and leadership are so critical to our success
that we want to give him more of a central
role. We want him to have a bigger impact
on the game and on our team, and I think
putting him in the middle will do that.”

Chiles led the team with seven goals in
2005 en route to being named second-team
all-Pac-10.

“Kraig is a lethal scoring threat in the
midfield,” Kirshner said. “He’s very good
at finding ways to get chances and he has
one of the most dangerous shots in the pro-
gram. He’s got the background and experi-
ence, and we expect great things out of him
this year.”

Freshman high school All-American
Evan Toft comes to SDSU as one of the
most highly-touted recruits in recent years.
Toft was a member of the U.S. U-18 nation-
al team as well as a four-year Colorado and
two-year Region IV ODP athlete. He was a
three-year all-state player for Grandview
High School as well as a 5A all-city and all-
conference performer.

"Evan was one of the most gifted techni-
cians in the country and that is backed up
by his U-18 national team camp call-ups,"
said Kirshner. "After last season's need for
goals, we can’t be happier to have Evan
join our attack."

Others who will compete for playing
time in the midfield include junior David
Dally (one goal, one assist in career) and
freshman Kyle Crain.

Defenders

Senior Ryan Reott will lead a young
defense that, although possesses great tal-
ent, lacks experience.

“(The defense) is where we probably
have our greatest concern,” Kirshner said.
“We're young there, so experience is defi-
nitely an issue. We hoped to get Ryan Reott
into more of an attacking role, but because
of the lack of experience, we’ll have to keep
him in the back. There is a great deal of tal-
ent back there, no doubt.”

Reott, a transfer from Irvine Valley
College, started 15 of the 18 games he
appeared in 2005, his only season at San
Diego State. He was credited with two
assists and eight shot attempts.

Freshmen Santo Pernicano and Nick
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Cardenas could see significant playing
time for the Aztecs in 2005.

Pernicano, a four-year varsity player at
El Capitan High School and member of the
San Diego Surf soccer club, received all-
league and all-CIF honors and was the
team captain his final two seasons. He
played for the Cal-South ODP team for
four years and was a member of the Region
IV ODP squad three years.

"Santo's many years with national and
regional team programs is evident in his
ability to read a game and lead his side,”
Kirshner said.

Cardenas, a two-year all-state and three-
time all-conference selection at Horizon
High in Thornton, Colo., was the second-
leading scorer in the state as a high school
senior last fall with 27 goals. He was select-
ed to the Rocky Mountain News and Denver
Post all-Colorado team, and was a team-
mate with Toft on the Colorado Rush.

"Anytime you can find a mobile and
technical center back that is 6-5 and 190
pounds you hope he can fit in sooner
rather than later," Kirshner said. "Throw in
the fact he scored the second most goals in
his state's high school season; it is safe to
say we are happy to have Nick."

Seniors Nick Clemens and Robbie Diaz,
and sophomores Dennis Sanchez and
Jamel Wallace will also compete for a spot
on the back line.

Clemens is a fourth-year player and a
starter of 53 games, while Diaz has six
starts to his credit.

Sanchez, who was named to the Top
Soccer Drawer National All-Rookie Team in
2005 after scoring one goal and two assists,
will make the transition to defense in his
second season, while Wallace started 13
times as a defender in his first campaign.

“Like I said before, experience will defi-
nitely be the issue in the back,” Kirshner
said. “The good news is that we have an
All-American behind them. If they make
mistakes, we know (goalkeeper) Tally
(Hall) has the ability to bail them out. As
the season grows, I am quite confident that
our back four will be formidable and will
resemble the type of talent we had last
year.”

Goalkeepers

As has been the case for a long time with
San Diego State men’s soccer, goalkeeping
will be the strength of the team.

“Arguable, I think we have the best col-
lection of goalkeepers in the country,”
Kirshner said. “Our four goalkeepers will
push each other to become the best they
can be. (Goalkeeping) has been the greatest
strength in our program and it will contin-
ue to be this year.”

Leading the goalkeeping unit is senior
tri-captain Tally Hall. Hall led the nation
with an 88.9 shots-on-goal save percentage
and was second in the country with a 0.49
goals against average, both school records.
Hall also had 12 shutouts, most in SDSU
history, and became the first All-American
in program history since 1989 (Marcelo
Balboa).

Hall, a Pac-10 All-Academic first-team
member, earned first-team All-America
honors by College Soccer News, third-team
accolades by NSCAA and was chosen as an
honorable mention selection by Soccer
Times. He also received first-team all-Far
West Region and all-Pac-10 honors.

“Tally is a tremendous individual, not
just as a soccer player, but as a person as
well,” Kirshner said. “His leadership qual-
ities are his greatest strength and attribute.
He has great charisma. Couple that with a
great work ethic, there’s no doubt why
everyone who knows Tally respects him.”

The other goalkeepers on the team are

Tally Hall

senior Luis Trejo, sophomore Ryan Bowie
and freshman Brad Byrns.

“Luis Trejo has collegiate experience
(Cal Poly and De Anza College) and (Brad)
Byrns was all-everything in northern
California this year and is a tremendous
talent,” Kirshner said. “Ryan Bowie is bat-
tling a shoulder injury, but he is a fantastic
shot-stopper and once healthy, will push
our core of goalkeepers.”

Trejo logged just under nine minutes last
season but did not make a save, while
Byrns is a three-year Cal-North ODP selec-
tion and was also on the Super Y-League
regional squad.

Schedule

The Aztecs once again have one of the
toughest schedules on the West Coast,
including road contests against 2005
NCAA tournament participants UC Santa
Barbara, California and UCLA.

"I'm very happy with our schedule this
year," Kirshner said. "We have another
great non-conference schedule and being
in the Pac-10 makes our schedule inherent-
ly tough every year."

Some other highlights this season
include the inaugural Soccer Post/Aztec
Classic (Aug. 25 and 27), which features
Kirshner’s alma mater Rutgers, and a trip
to UC Santa Barbara on Sept. 2 in a
rematch of last year's NCAA first round
game. In that game, the Gauchos came out
on top by a score of 2-0 in front of 3,453
fans.

“We've got the bull’s-eye on our back
this season after surprising some people
last year,” Kirshner said. “(Surprising)
people won’t happen anymore, especially
with the preseason rankings and our
recruiting class. We'll be ready for the chal-
lenge.”
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BROADCAST ROSTER
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L) 0 - Brad Byrns 01 + Luis Trejo 1 + Ryan Bowie 2 * Robbie Diaz 3+ David DaII%/ 4 « Nick Cardenas 5 lc
Fr.« GK+6-2+ 190 Fr.« GK+6-1+193 So.+ GK +6-2 + 186 Sr.eD 58173 Jr.« MF + 5-9 « 150 Fr.«D+6-5+190 Sr.eD>
Alamo, Calif. San Jose, Calif. Chandler, Ariz. San Diego, Calif. San Jose, Calif. Thornton, Colo. San Dlego Calif.
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> r.* MF + 185 Fr.« MF +5-9 + 155 Fr- +5-10 + 165 0.+ F+6-1+180 r.* MF «6-1+185 r.oF+5-7¢146 r.eF«6-2+175
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|9 13 - Santo Pernicano 14 + Mike Piazza 15 + Danny Ortiz 16 + Cameron Brinitzer 17 « Eric Turner 18 - Steve Beitashour | [ 19 - Jamel Wallace |
%) Fr.+D+6-1+170 RS-Fr. « MF « 5-8 + 150 So.+D+5-10 « 155 RS-Fr.«D+5-9+165 So.+D+5-9+170 RS-Fr. « MF + 5-11 « 160 So.+D+6-0+165
T San Diego, Calif. Palos Park, Ill. Palmdale, Calif. Sacramento, Calif. Tempe, Ariz. San Jose, Calif. Oceanside, Calif.
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20 + Matt McManus 21 + Dennis Sanchez + Tall HaII 23 « Omar Persad 24 . Ryan Reott 25 + Nick Collins 26 « Matt Lemire
RS-Fr.+ D+ 6-1+180 +D+58¢165 Sr. « GK « 6-4 « 205 So.+F +5-7+ 150 Sr.+D*5-7+140 So.+F+6-0+175 JreFe594175
Santa Clarita, Calif. Redmond, Wash. Gig Harbor, Wash. Louisville, Ky. Yorba Lmda Calif. Paso Robles, Calif. Ipwisch, Mass.
27 + Dustin Canada 28 + Kyle Crain Lev Kirshner Matt Hall Kevin Sapanli Oscar Rodriguez Kyle Smith
Fr.eD+6-2+175 Fr.+ MF’+ 5-8 « 155 Head Coach * 7th Year | | Asst. Coach « 7th Year | | Asst. Coach *2nd Year| | Asst. Coach * 2nd Year| | Dir. of Oper. * 3rd Year
Las Vegas, Nev. Pleasanton, Calif. Rutgers, 1991 San Diego, 2001 San Diego State, 2006 | | San Diego State, 2001 Santa Clara, 1999
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