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The Mountain West
Conference was conceived on
May 26, 1998, when the presi-
dents of eight institutions -
Air Force, Brigham Young,

Colorado State, New Mexico, San Diego
State, UNLV, Utah and Wyoming -  met
in Denver and decided to form the
MWC. The conference officially com-
menced operation just a little over a year
later on July 1, 1999.  

Ironically, half of the Mountain West
Conference schools were charter mem-
bers of the Western Athletic Conference
when it was founded in 1962: Utah,
Brigham Young, New Mexico and
Wyoming. Colorado State (1968) and
San Diego State (1978) both competed as
WAC members for at least two decades,
while Air Force (1980) was also a long-
standing member of its conference.
UNLV was the most recent addition,
joining the group in 1996.

The split from the former 16-team
WAC means that the Mountain West
Conference is no longer spread across
nine states and five time zones.

The MWC, however, has managed to

maintain its geographic diversity. Some
of the most beautiful geography in the
nation can be found within the confer-
ence’s boundaries, including the unpar-
alleled Rocky Mountain range, which
borders four MWC schools (Utah, BYU,
Air Force and Colorado State). The high
plains of Wyoming (elevation 7,000 feet)
contrast with the desert city of Las Vegas
(the fastest growing metropolitan area in
the West), the balmy weather and Pacific
Ocean locale of San Diego State and the
southwestern flavor of New Mexico.

The Mountain West Conference office
is located in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
and is under the guidance of commis-
sioner Craig Thompson. One of
Thompson’s first priorities was to secure
a television contract for the conference.
On Feb. 1, 1999, ESPN, Inc., and the
Mountain West Conference announced a
seven-year, $48 million agreement giv-
ing ESPN exclusive national television
rights to MWC football and men’s bas-
ketball.

Though in its infancy as a conference,
the history of its members indicates that
the fledgling Mountain West Conference

will experience immediate national suc -
cess.

Highlights through the MWC's first
five years include three women's cross
country national championships; partic-
ipation in 15 bowl games; sending 16 of
its men's basketball teams to postseason
play in the last three years, including
nine NCAA Tournament appearances;
12 berths in the NCAA Women's
Basketball Tournament, including three
"Sweet 16" appearances; sending five of
eight men's golf teams to NCAAs each of
the last five years; and 14 NCAA
Volleyball berths with two teams
advancing to the "Sweet 16" three of the
last five years.  

In addition to the 19 MWC-sponsored
sports, programs like BYU, New Mexico
and Utah have national titles in non-
league sports, including two NCAA
titles in 2004. BYU has laid claim to the
2004, 2001 and 1998 NCAA men's vol -
leyball championship.  New Mexico cap-
tured the '04 national championship in
men's skiing.  Utah has won a total of 21
national championships in the sports of
women's gymnastics and skiing. 
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