
UNLV REBELS (2-5; 0-3 MW) vs. No. rv/rv SAN DIEGO STATE AZTECS (6-1; 3-1 MW)
SAT., OCT. 26 :: 7:30 p.m. PT :: SAM BOYD STADIUM (35,500) :: LAS VEGAS, NEV.

TV: CBS Sports Network | Streaming: CBS Sports Network 
     Carter Blackburn (play-by-play)
     Aaron Taylor (analysis)
     Jenny Dell (sidelines)

                                                 Scott Brandwein (producer)

Aztecs Radio Network: 101.5 KGB / XTRA 1360 / Fox Sports In-
land Empire (IE) 1350 (pregame starts at 5:30 p.m. PT on XTRA) 

  Ted Leitner (play-by-play)
  Rich Ohrnberger (analyst)
  Judson Richards (pre)
  Jon Schaeffer (half, post)
  J.R. Tolver (pregame)
 

Live Stats: GoAztecs.com

G A M E  8   

BEST SEVEN-GAME STARTS
SINCE 2016

SDSU is one of only four teams to win at
least five of its first six games each of the
past four seasons (2016, 2017, 2018 and
2019).
Teams w/ 6-1 or 7-0 starts last 4 yrs

San Diego State
Alabama
Clemson

Ohio State
SDSU has started exactly 6-1 in 

2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019.

BEST TURNOVER MARGIN /
FBS, 2019

Rk. School + -    Mar.
1. Notre Dame 14 4   +1.67
2. San Diego State 14 3   +1.57

San Jose State 18 7   +1.57
4. Alabama 14 5   +1.29

Ohio State 15 6   +1.29
Oregon 14 5   +1.29
Wisconsin 19 10   +1.29
SDSU is 50-5 in the Rocky Long era 

when committing fewer turnovers 
than its opponent.

WORKING ON A PERFECT MONTH 
n San Diego State, owners of a FBS-high four road victories in 2019 and one of only 17 teams not to

drop a road game this season, concludes a stretch of five out of seven games away from home with
a Saturday night contest at UNLV.

n The Aztecs are one of 25 teams nationally with one or fewer losses (10 undefeated teams and 15
one-loss teams).

n SDSU, which is 30-1 the last 31 times it has owned a turnover margin advantage, is tied for second
nationally in turnover margin at +1.57 per game (14 gained, 3 lost). 

n San Diego State has not committed a turnover since the second quarter of the Sept. 21 game against
Utah State. That means the Aztecs have played 14 straight quarters of turnover-free ball, a streak
that covers 270 offensive snaps from scrimmage.

n The Aztecs are 6-1 after seven games for the fourth straight season. SDSU is one of just four schools
nationally to win six of its first seven games in each of the last four seasons (Alabama, Clemson,
Ohio State and San Diego State).

n San Diego State carries a three-game winning streak into the contest. The Aztecs have a bye next
week making this the final game of October for SDSU.

n The Aztecs and Rebels are meeting for the 29th time with San Diego State owning a 18-10 series
advantage. SDSU had its four-game series win streak snapped last season when the Rebels defeated
the Aztecs, 27-24, at SDCCU Stadium.

FROM THE FILM ROOM (through games of Oct. 19)
n Senior punter Brandon Heicklen became the first player since Dec. 20, 2012 to have three punts

in one game downed at or inside the opponent 3-yard line. Heicklen’s impact could be felt well
beyond his 45.8 average and 44.2 net average. Following his five punts yesterday, the Spartans
average field position was their own 11.8-yard line.

n Opponents continue to make the mistake of throwing at senior CB Luq Barcoo. Barcoo was targeted
seven times this week and allowed just two receptions for 15 yards (only four yards allowed after
the catch). Barcoo also recorded three pass deflections. Just 46.8 percent of Barcoo's targets this

season have been caught. Barcoo has allowed no touchdowns and has five interceptions to go along
with seven pass deflections. Barcoo is the top graded CB in the nation right now according to PFF.

n A staple for years, the San Diego State offense has been very good this year at grinding out long
drives. The 20-play, 87-yard drive in the second quarter yesterday matched the most plays in one
drive by a team in the FBS this year. For the season, SDSU has averaged 6.2 plays per drive, second
most in the Mountain West and 16th nationally.  

n Junior center Keith Ismael was the top graded offensive lineman on a unit that combined to allow
no sacks, no quarterback hits and just three hurries on the day. Ismael allowed no pressures on 25
pass blocks and led the way on the ground with his run blocking. On rush attempts aimed to either
side of the center, SDSU gained 72 yards on just 11 attempts (6.54 ypc). Pro Football Focus has
Ismael as the top graded center in the MW and the third-highest rated center nationally. He has al-
lowed no sacks, no QB hits and just four hurries this season on 244 pass blocks. Ismael's run block
grade this season of 76.5 ranks fifth among centers in the FBS. In his last five games played, Ismael
has allowed zero pressures on 166 pass blocks.  

n Sophomore RB/KOR Kaegun Williams saw his first regular action of the season and was highly
impactful both on offense and special teams. Williams took back the opening kickoff for a 95-yard
touchdown, SDSU’s FBS-leading 11th kick return for a touchdown since the start of the 2015 season.
On offense, Williams played 15 of his team's 78 offensive snaps. On eight rush attempts, Williams
demonstrated how elusive he can be with the ball in his hands as he recorded four avoided tackles.
On Saturday, 15 of Williams 26 rushing yards (57.6 percent) were earned after contact.  

n Redshirt freshman DT Cameron Thomas continues to put together a special season. To date, Thomas
owns the highest PFF rating among interior defenders in the Mountain West and is eighth nationally.
Yesterday, he played 37 of his team's 54 defensive snaps (68.5 percent) and recorded one sack,
three quarterback hits and one hurry on 25 pass rushes. His five pressures were tied for the most
in the conference among interior defenders. Thomas recorded four tackles in the game (two stops)
and no missed tackles. On the season, Thomas has a run stop rate of 10.2 percent which is tops in
the MW at his position. 

SAN DIEG O STATE F O OTBALL
N i n e  S t r a i g h t  B o w l  G a m e  A p p e a r a n c e s  s 2 1  C o n f e r e n c e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s  s 2 0 1 6 ,  2 0 1 5 ,  2 0 1 2  M o u n t a i n  We s t  C h a m p i o n s

Contacts: Mike May, senior associate AD (mmay@sdsu.edu); Jamie McConeghy, assistant AD/media relations (jmcconeg@sdsu.edu)

GOAZTECS.COM

UNLV SAN DIEGO STATE
FBS Rk. Statistics FBS Rk.

25.4 89 Points/Game 106 22.0
36.1 121 Points Allowed/Game 9 13.7

176.9 54 Rushing Yds./Game 87 150.4
216.9 118 Rushing Yds. Allowed/Game 3 62.6
198.4 99 Passing Yds./Game 109 177.4
223.1 66 Passing Yds. Allowed/Game 49 207.7
375.3 92 Total Offense/Game 113 327.9
440.0 106 Total Defense/Game 8 270.3

Among the 130 FBS schools, San Diego State ranks 2nd in turnover margin (+1.57) and 2nd in time of possession (35:50).

MOST TIME OF 
POSSESSION / FBS, 2019

Rk. School Avg. TOP   W-L
1. Wisconsin 38:02     6-1
4. San Diego State 35:50     6-1
2. Utah 34:56     6-1
4. Iowa 34:27     5-2
5. Kansas State 34:11     4-2
6. Stanford 34:01     3-4
7. Virginia 33:57     5-2
8. TCU 33:53     3-3
Since 2010, SDSU is 25-5 when owning

35+ minutes of time of possession.

UNLVREBELS.COM

L I V E  C O V E R A G E  

FEWEST RUSHING YDS. 
ALLOWED / FBS, 2019

Rk. School RYAPG   W-L
1. Wisconsin 58.4     6-1
2. Utah 61.1     6-1
3. San Diego State 62.6     6-1
4. Penn State 66.3     7-0
5. Georgia 85.7     6-1
6. UAB 88.3     6-1
7. Pittsburgh 90.4     5-2
8. Iowa 91.1     5-2

On 30 3rd down carries this season, SDSU
opp. have a total of 20 rushing yards.

Rocky Long


