
LET THE SEASON BEGIN
> San Diego State opens its 2017 volleyball season on Friday, Aug. 25, when it faces Eastern Kentucky as part of the four-team Aztec 
Invitational. That match gets underway at 7:30 p.m. PT on Aztec Court at Peterson Gym on the SDSU campus. The other tournament 
participants include Portland State and CSUN. The complete tourney schedule is as follows:

Friday, August 25
   CSUN vs. Portland State  5 p.m. PT
   Eastern Kentucky at San Diego State 7:30 p.m. PT

Saturday, August 26
   Eastern Kentucky vs. CSUN  9 a.m. PT
   Portland State at San Diego State 11:30 a.m. PT
   Portland State vs. Eastern Kentucky 5 p.m. PT
   CSUN at San Diego State  7:30 p.m. PT
> Live stats will be available for all matches this weekend as well as live video webcasts with links located at GoAztecs.com. Navigate 
to the volleyball page and click on the 2017 Aztec Invitational Tournament page under the Quick Links on the right side of the page.

SERIES RECORDS
> San Diego State will lock horns with Eastern Kentucky for just the second time in program history. The Aztecs claimed the fi rst 
meeting by a 3-0 count during the 1983 campaign in a neutral-site clash at the University of Kentucky Invitational. 
> The Aztecs also boast a spotless 3-0 record against Portland State, including a 3-0 sweep in the last encounter between the two 
squads at the 2000 Nike Conference Challenge in Portland, Oregon.
> In addition, SDSU owns an 11-3 all-time mark against CSUN. The two sides last faced one another in 2013, when the Matadors 
rallied from a 2-1 defi cit to emerge triumphant in fi ve sets at Aztec Court.  

FOR OPENERS
> San Diego State’s record in season openers stands at 22-19 since the program’s inception in 1976.
> Friday’s clash with Eastern Kentucky marks the Aztecs’ second straight opener at home after the Scarlet and Black posted a 3-0 
blanking of Marist last year. 
> Prior to that victory, the Scarlet and Black last opened at home in 2012, when it recorded a 3-0 whitewash of Delaware.
>  SDSU sports a record of 17-13 when it begins the season on Aztec Court at Peterson Gym.

HEAD COACH DEITRE COLLINS-PARKER
>  San Diego State head coach Deitre Collins-Parker enters her ninth season with the Aztecs after becoming the fourth head coach in 
program history prior to the 2009 campaign. Her record at San Diego State stands at 130-112 (.537).
>  Collins-Parker previously served as head coach at UNLV for eight seasons (1996-2003) and at Cornell for fi ve years (2004-2008). 
Her career record stands at 290-303 (.489).
> A three-time All-American as a collegiate player at the University of Hawai’i, Collins-Parker led the Rainbow Wahine to consecutive 
national titles (1983-84) and was twice named the national player of the year.
> Collins-Parker was a member of the U.S. Olympic Team and competed at the Goodwill Games and Pan Am Games prior to playing 
professionally in Europe for four years.
> Collins-Parker is one of six players named to the NCAA Division I Women’s Volleyball 25th Anniversary Team in October 2005 and 
was inducted into the AVCA Hall of Fame in the fall of 2008.
> This past summer, Collins-Parker was head coach of the Mountain West All-Star volleyball team that competed in the European 
Global Challenge. Current Aztecs Baylee Little and Indigo Thompson were also named to that squad. 

2017 AZTEC VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE

Date ......................... Opponent .................................... Time
Friday, Aug. 25 ......... Eastern Kentucky^   .........7:30 p.m. PT
Saturday, Aug. 26 ..... Portland State^ .............11:30 a.m. PT
Saturday, Aug. 26 ..... CSUN^  ...........................7:30 p.m. PT
Friday, Sept. 1 .................at Michigan State+ .................. 11:30 a.m. ET
Friday, Sept. 1 .................vs.Texas A&M-C.C.+ ................... 4:30 p.m. ET
Saturday, Sept. 2 .............vs. Marshall+ ............................ 4:30 p.m. ET
Friday, Sept. 8 .......... Loyola Marymount~ .............7 p.m. PT
Saturday, Sept. 9 ...... Long Beach State~ ..............11 a.m. PT
Saturday, Sept. 9 ...... Pacifi c~................................7 p.m. PT
Tuesday, Sept. 12.............at San Diego................................... 6 p.m. PT
Friday, Sept. 15 ...............vs. UC Riverside# ........................... 3 p.m. MT
Saturday, Sept. 16 ...........vs. Gonzaga# .............................. 10 a.m. MT
Saturday, Sept. 16 ...........at Denver# .................................... 7 p.m. MT
Thursday, Sept. 21 ...........at Utah State* ............................... 7 p.m. MT
Saturday, Sept. 23 ...........at Boise State*............................... 2 p.m. MT
Thursday, Sept. 28 .... San José State* ....................6 p.m. PT
Saturday, Sept. 30 .... Nevada* ..............................1 p.m. PT
Tuesday, Oct. 3 ................at Fresno State*.............................. 7 p.m. PT
Saturday, Oct. 7 ........ Air Force* ............................6 p.m. PT
Thursday, Oct. 12 .............at New Mexico* ............................. 7 p.m. MT
Saturday, Oct. 14 .............at UNLV* ........................................ 3 p.m. PT
Thursday, Oct. 19...... Boise State* .........................6 p.m. PT
Saturday, Oct. 21 ...... Utah State* ..........................1 p.m. PT
Thursday, Oct. 26 .............at Nevada* ............................... 6:30 p.m. PT
Saturday, Oct. 28 .............at San José State* .......................... 2 p.m. PT
Tuesday, Oct. 31 ....... Fresno State* .......................6 p.m. PT
Sunday, Nov. 5 ................at Air Force* .................................. 1 p.m. MT
Thursday, Nov. 9 ....... UNLV* .................................6 p.m. MT
Saturday, Nov. 11 ..... New Mexico* .......................1 p.m. PT
Wednesday, Nov. 15 ........at Wyoming* ............................ 6:30 p.m. MT
Saturday, Nov. 19 ..... Colorado State* ....................1 p.m. PT

^ - Aztec Invitational (San Diego, Calif.)
+ - Spartan Invitational (East Lansing, Mich.)
~ - Aztec Challenge (San Diego, Calif.)
# - Denver Invitational (Denver, Colo.)
* - Mountain West match

Socially
Twitter: @SDSUVolleyball
Instagram: @SDSUVolleyball

SAN DIEGO STATE AZTECS
2017 Volleyball Weekly Notes
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News Release Date: August 23, 2017 SDSU Offi cial Athletics YouTube: youtube.com/goaztecscom

Week 1: Aztec Invitational | vs. Eastern Kentucky | vs. Portland State | vs. CSUN

Aztec Invitational Preview
Eastern Kentucky at San Diego State 
Friday, Aug. 25 | 7:30 p.m. PT | Aztec Court | San Diego, Calif.

Portland State at San Diego State 
Saturday, Aug. 26 | 11:30 a.m. PT | Aztec Court | San Diego, Calif.

CSUN at San Diego State 
Saturday, Aug. 26 | 7:30 p.m. PT | Aztec Court | San Diego, Calif.



2017 AZTEC VOLLEYBALL ROSTER
No. Player Pos.  Ht. Yr. Hometown (Last School)
  1 Alexandra Psoma OH 5-10 Jr. Athens, Greece
  2 Tammy Byrne OH 5-10 Fr. Belmont, Calif. (Notre Dame HS)
  3 Andrea Walker MB 6-0 Fr. Fairfi eld, Calif. (Vanden HS)
  4 Alexis Harris   OH/DS 5-10 So. Las Vegas, Nev. (Calvary Chapel HS)
  5 Charlee Thomas MB 6-1 RS-Fr. Newport Beach, Calif. (Mater Dei HS)
  6 Ashlynn Dunbar OH 6-0 So. Seabrook, Texas (Clear Falls HS)
  7 Hannah Turnlund OH 5-9 So. Morgan Hill, Calif. (Presentation HS)
  8 Loren Teter DS 5-7 RS-Fr. Redondo Beach, Calif. (Notre Dame HS)
  9 Tamia Reeves MB 6-1 So. Carrollton, Texas (Hebron HS)
11 Gabi Peoples S 5-10 Fr. Beaverton, Ore. (Beaverton HS)
12 Erin Gillcrist MB 6-1 Fr. Lakewood, Colo. (Lakewood HS)
13 Devyn Pritchard DS/L 5-8 Jr. Temecula, Calif. (Temescal Canyon HS)
14 Indigo Thompson S 5-6 Jr. Plymouth, Minn. (Virginia Commonwealth Univ.)
15 Deja Harris MB 6-2 Jr. Las Vegas, Nev. (Calvary Chapel HS)
16 Baylee Little MB 6-0 Sr. Gilbert, Ariz. (Highland HS)
17 Sam McGrath DS/L 5-4 RS-Fr. Oakland, Calif. (Bishop O’Dowd HS)
18 Alexis Cage OH  6-2 Sr. Newport Beach, Calif. (Corona del Mar HS)

Head Coach: Deitre Collins-Parker (Hawai’i, 1995), Ninth season at SDSU
Assistant Coach: Melanie Greene (San Diego State, 2007), Seventh season at SDSU
Assistant Coach: Ken Murczek (San Diego State, 1998), First season at SDSU
Volleyball Operations Assistant: Makayla Westphal (Nebraska Wesleyan, 2015), First season at SDSU

Pronunciations
#1 Alexandra PSOMA puh-SO-muh
#8 Loren TETER  TEE-ter 
#9 TAMIA Reeves tah-MEE-ah
#11 GABI Peoples gabby 
#13 DEVYN Pritchard DEV-in 
#15 DEJA Harris DAY-zha  

Week 1: Aztec Invitational | vs. Eastern Kentucky | vs. Portland State | vs. CSUN 2017 Record | (0-0)

 

SCOUTING THE OPPOSITION
> Eastern Kentucky returns its entire starting lineup from last year’s squad that posted a 15-15 overall record and fi nished fi fth in the Ohio 
Valley Conference with a 9-7 mark. Leading the returners are senior outside hitter Nikki Drost and sophomore setter Rachel Woody. Last season,  
Drost garnered fi rst-team all-OVC accolades in 2016 on the strength a team-best 369 kills (3.13/set), while Woody was tabbed OVC Freshman of 
the Year after topping the Colonels with  828 assists (6.96 per set). EKU was 6-8 away from home last year during its non-conference slate. Colo-
nel assistant coach Johnna Fouch starred at setter for San Diego State during her collegiate playing career (2010-13), earning AVCA All-America  
honorable mention as a junior to go with all-region accolades.
>  Portland State returns 10 letterwinners and fi ve starters this season after logging a 17-12 record and a sixth-place ledger of 9-7 in the Big 
Sky Conference a year ago. The Vikings lost fi rst-team all-Big Sky selection Pati Anae (473 kills in 2016) to graduation, but return senior setter 
Erin Clark, who ranked fi fth in the league last season with 1,044 assists (10.34/set). Also back in the mix are outside hitters Caitlin Bettenay 
(So., 196 kills, 183 digs) and Sarah Brennan (Jr., 139 kills). PSU posted a 6-4 mark away from its home gym last year during its non-conference 
schedule. 
>  CSUN, which fi nished with an 11-17 overall record and a 7-9 ledger in the Big West Conference last season, welcomes back fi ve starters and 
the libero for the 2017 campaign. The Matadors are led by junior outside hitter Aeryn Owens, who blasted 375 kills (3.57/set) and fi nished with 
178 digs (1.70/set) in 2016 to earn fi rst-team all-conference honors. In addition, senior defensive specialist Katie Sato received all-Big West 
honorable mention a year ago after posting 464 digs (4.26/set), while middle blocker Melissa Eaglin (155 kills (1.42/set), 103 blocks (0.94/
set)) landed a spot on the league’s all-freshman team a year ago.

AZTEC VETERANS
> SDSU returns four starters and the libero from a team that compiled a 17-15 overall record and a 9-9 mark in Mountain West play (6th).
> Those starters include outside hitter Alexandra Psoma (3.27 kps, 1.27 dps), middle blocker Deja Harris (2.76 kps, 1.04 bps), outside hitter 
Alexis Cage  (2.09 kps, 1.64 dps), setter Indigo Thompson (9.10 aps, 1.91 dps), along with libero Devyn Pritchard (3.24 dps).
> Harris and Psoma were both named to the 2016 Mountain West all-conference team at the conclusion of last season.
> Other returnees who saw signifi cant playing time in 2016 include outside hitters Ashlynn Dunbar (1.84 kps, 0.90 dps), Hannah Turnlund 
(1.80 kps, 0.55 dps) and middle blocker Tamia Reeves (1.51 kps, 0.80 bps). In addition, the  Aztecs welcome back middle blocker Baylee Little 
(2015 - 2.29 kps, 0.55 bps), a 2015 all-MW selection who sat out last season with an injury.
> Also in the mix are redshirt freshmen Sam McGrath, Loren Teter and Charlee Thomas, all of whom did not compete during the 2016 campaign.

GENERAL INFORMATION
Location .................................................................San Diego, Calif.
Founded ..................................................................................1897
Enrollment ...........................................................................33,726
Nickname .............................................................................. Aztecs
Colors ...................................................Scarlet and Black (PMS 185)
Conference ................................................................Mountain West
Affi liation ..........................................................................Division I
President ....................................................................... Sally Roush
Director of Athletics .............................................John David Wicker
Faculty Representative .................................................Patrick Papin
Home Facility .......................... Aztec Court at Peterson Gym (2,000)

TEAM INFORMATION
Head Coach ......................................................Deitre Collins-Parker
Alma Mater ................................................................... Hawai’i ‘95
Record at SDSU ...................................................130-112 (8 years)
Career Record ....................................................292-303 (21 years)
E-Mail ..................................................... dcollins33@mail.sdsu.edu
Volleyball Offi ce Phone ...........................................(619) 594-5064
Volleyball Offi ce Fax ...............................................(619) 594-1674
Assistant Coach ........................................................ Melanie Greene
Assistant Coach ............................................................ Ken Murczek
Volleyball Operations Assistant ............................. Makayla Westphal
2016 Record ......................................................................... 17-15
2016 Conference Record ................................................. 9-9 (Sixth)
2016 Home Record .................................................................. 11-6
2016 Road Record ..................................................................... 3-8
2016 Neutral Record ................................................................. 3-1
Letterwinners Returning/Lost .....................................................9/5
Starters Returning/Lost ................................................4 + Libero/2

PROGRAM HISTORY
First Year of Volleyball .............................................................1976
Overall Record .........................................................839-560 (.600)
NCAA Appearances.......................................................................14
Last Postseason Appearance .....................................................2012
NCAA Postseason Record ........................................................ 15-14

MEDIA RELATIONS
Assistant Media Relations Director .................................... Jim Solien
E-Mail ...........................................................jsolien@mail.sdsu.edu
SID Offi ce Phone ....................................................(619) 594-2576
SID Offi ce Fax ........................................................(619) 582-6541
Offi cial Athletic Website ...................................... www.GoAztecs.com

2016 AZTEC VOLLEYBALL  
STATISTICAL LEADERS

Hitting Percentage . . . . . . . . . . .349  ..........................Deja Harris

Kills  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 407  ................ Alexandra Psoma

Kills per set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.34  ................ Alexandra Psoma

Assists  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 728  .................Indigo Thompson

Assists per set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.10  .................Indigo Thompson

Digs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 324  .................. Devyn Pritchard

Digs per set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.24  .................. Devyn Pritchard

Blocks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128  ..........................Deja Harris

Blocks per set  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.04  ..........................Deja Harris

Service Aces  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40 .....................Danielle Bolden

Service Aces per set . . . . . . . . . 0.33  ...................Danielle Bolden

OPPONENT COMPARISON 

2016 Overall Stats SDSU OPP EKU OPP PSU OPP CSUN OPP
Hitting Percentage .203 .209 .182 .184 .201 .212 .196 .232
Kills per set 13.0 11.4 12.8 12.3 13.6 12.5 12.2 13.3
Assists per set 12.2 10.6 11.8 11.3 12.8 11.8 11.5 12.2
Service Aces per set 1.1 1.2 1.1 0.9 1.4 1.3 1.1 1.6
Blocks per set 2.0 2.5 1.9 2.1 2.0 2.9 1.9 2.2
Digs per set 12.7 11.1 15.6 15.4 16.2 16.1 14.1 14.3



2017 MOUNTAIN WEST STANDINGS

 - -----Conference------ -- ----Overall-----
Team W L Pct GB W L Pct.
Air Force 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

Boise State 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

Colorado State 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

Fresno State 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

Nevada 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

New Mexico 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

San Diego State 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

San José State 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

UNLV 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

Utah State 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

Wyoming 0 0 .000 -- 0 0 .000

This Weekend in the MW

August 25-26 (Friday-Saturday)
SDSU hosts Aztec Invitational (Aztec Court at Peterson Gym)
(CSUN, Eastern Kentucky, Portland State)

New Mexico at Cylcone Invitational (Ames, Iowa)
(Iowa State, Kent State, Nebraska Omaha)

Utah State at Arkansas Classic (Fayetteville, Arkansas)
(Arkansas, CSU Bakersfi eld, Louisiana-Monroe)

Air Force at Bobcat Classic (Bozeman, Mont.)
(Gonzaga, Illinois, Montana State)

San José State hosts Spartan Invitational (San Jose, Calif.)
 (Fresno State, Pepperdine, Utah Valley)

Fresno State at SJSU/USF Tournament (San Jose/San Francisco, Calif.)
(Pepperdine, San José State, Utah Valley)

Boise State at Sun Devil Classic (Tempe, Ariz.)
(Arizona State, North Dakota State, Weber State)

UNLV hosts UNLV Invitational (Las Vegas, Nev.)
 (Binghamton, Eastern Washington, UC Davis)

Wyoming host Wyoming Tournament (Laramie, Wyo.)
 (Abilene Christian, Portland, South Dakota)

Nevada at USF Tournament (San Francisco, Calif.)
(San Francisco, Utah Valley)

Non-Tournament Matches
August 25
Duke at Colorado State

August 26
UCF at Colorado State 

MEET THE NEWCOMERS
> San Diego State welcomes three true freshmen for the 2017 campaign.
> Setter Gabi Peoples spent her fi rst three years of high school in Santa Barbara, California (San Marcos HS) before moving to 
Beaverton, Oregon (Beaverton HS) for her senior season. 
> While at San Marcos High, Peoples garnered all-city accolades as a sophomore and was an all-Channel League selection in 2015 
and 2016. She was named to the AVCA Phenom List the past three years and received PrepVolleyball.com “Soph 79” honorable 
mention in 2015.
> Middle blocker Erin Gillcrist hails from a volleyball family as both of her sisters played Division I volleyball -- Marie is currently 
at Rhode Island while Rachel played at Saint Mary’s (CA). In addition, her mother and aunts played collegiately at the University of 
Tennessee. 
> A native of Lakewood, Colorado (Lakewood HS), Gillcrist averaged 4.7 kills per set during her senior season to go with a .547 kills 
percentage and a .350 hitting mark. She also averaged 0.9 blocks, 0.5 aces and 1.9 digs per set over 25 matches.
> Middle blocker Andrea Walker graduated from Vanden High School in Fairfi eld, California, where she collected all-Solano County 
Athletic Conference honors following the 2016 season.  During her prep career, Walker spent time playing as a right-side hitter after 
entering the game as a setter.
> As a senior, Walker averaged 1.6 kills per set to go with a .459 kill percentage and a .204 hitting mark.

RETURNEES AMONG LEAGUE LEADERS
> Three returning players ranked among the top 10 in the Mountain West in various statistical categories last year.
> Middle blocker Deja Harris was fourth with a .349 hitting percentage in all matches and ranked eighth with a .300 clip in confer-
ence outings. She also fi nished ninth in blocks for all matches (1.04/set) as well as in league contests (1.11/set).
> Outside hitter Alexandra Psoma fi nished eighth with an average of 3.34 kills per set in overall matches, but was fi fth in MW 
encounters with 3.56 per frame.
> Libero Devyn Pritchard was seventh in digs (3.24/set) for all matches ranked ninth in that category with an identical pace  (3.24/
set) during the conference slate.

PRESEASON PROGNOSTICATIONS
>  San Diego State was picked to fi nish third this year in the Mountain West preseason coaches poll released Aug. 16.
>  In the 18-year history of the Mountain West, SDSU has fi nished fi rst (2012), second (2002, 2011), fourth (2000, 2001, 2003, 
2013), fi fth (2005, 2015), sixth (1999, 2004, 2006, 2009, 2010, 2014, 2016), seventh (2008) and eighth (2007) in the fi nal 
league standings.
>   Last year, Colorado State had their streak of seven consecutive conference titles snapped by Boise State, which advanced to the 
second round of the NCAA Tournament. However, the Rams still received an at-large berth for their 22nd straight postseason appear-
ance.
>   Middle blocker Deja Harris was the only player on the seven-member all-Mountain West preseason team not to represent either 
Colorado State or Boise State. In 2016, the Las Vegas, Nevada, native garnered all-conference honors for the second year in a row.

 2017 Mountain West Preseason Poll
 Rk. Team (1st-place votes) Pts.
 1. Colorado State (8) 98
 2. Boise State (3) 93
 3. San Diego State 79
 4.  Wyoming 67
 5.  Nevada 57
 6. Utah State 51
 7.  UNLV 42
 8. San José State 38
 9. New Mexico 37
 10. Fresno State 29
 11. Air Force 14

STAFF ADDITIONS
> The Aztecs have added a new assistant coach and volleyball operations assistant to their 2017 staff.
> Ken Murczek, a 1998 San Diego State graduate, joins the SDSU program after spending the past season as head coach of the 
men’s volleyball team at the University of Charleston in West Virginia.
> Prior to his stint in the Mountain State, Murczek served as head coach of the women’s teams at North Texas (2010-12) and Wake 
Forest (2013-15). He also had previous stops as an assistant coach at Virginia (2007) and Kansas (2008-09).
> Murczek played two seasons for the SDSU men’s volleyball team, helping the Scarlet and Black to a top-15 ranking as a senior in 
1998.
> In his current role with the Aztecs, Murczek will be responsible for offensive development and will train the setters and defensive 
specialists.
> Last spring, Makayla Westphal was hired as volleyball operations assistant after serving as an intern for the director of operations 
at the University of Nebraska.
> As a player, Westphal was a four-year starter as an outside hitter/defensive specialist at Nebraska Wesleyan, where she was a 
member of the AD31 All-Academic Team and was twice named a Pfl ieger-Olson Scholar-Athlete. 
> Westphal led the Prairie Wolves in service aces as a senior, helping the team to a 22-7 record. 
> Westphal also coached at the Volleyball Club Nebraska (VCN) girls’ club in Lincoln, Nebraska, where she was an assistant for the 
15 and 17 Black teams and head coach for the 14 Black squad. She also served as an evaluator for the girls’ National Junior and 
High Performance Team tryouts conducted by USA Volleyball in Omaha.

2017 Preseason All-Mountain West Team
Deja Harris, Jr., MB, San Diego State 
Sierra Nobley, Sr., OH, Boise State (Preseason Player of the Year) 
Maddi Osburn, Sr., L, Boise State 
Sanja Cizmic, Sr., OH, Colorado State 
Kirstie Hillyer, R-So., MB, Colorado State 
Katie Oleksak, So., S, Colorado State 
Alexandra Poletto, Sr., MB, Colorado State

 

Week 1: Aztec Invitational | vs. Eastern Kentucky | vs. Portland State | vs. CSUN 2017 Record | (0-0)
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