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‘ an Diego State University has grown and developed through its 118-year history into
one of the nation’s major public research institutions. Our 35,000 students and 290,000
alumni are proud to live the ethos “Leadership Starts Here.”

-

The university offers bachelor's degrees in 91 areas, master’s degrees in 78 areas and

doctorates in 22 areas.

SDSU is committed to diversity and to excellence. Fifty-six percent of our students are
students of color, and the university is nationally recognized for veterans’ programs that serve
~ more than 1,200 veterans and their families and for sending more than 65 students abroad as
- LIS Fulbright Scholars since 2005.

, Students from all backgrounds have opportunities for transformative educational expe-
riences such as undergraduate research, study abroad, internships and entrepreneurship
training.

Classified as a high-research university, SDSU received $108 million in research funding
last year. Our researchers focus on real-world challenges, and our students benefit from ac-
cess to cutting-edge technology and engaging in research alongside mentors who are leaders
in their fields.

SDSU faculty, staff and students lead the way in fields such as understanding and treating
heart disease; engineering brain-controlled robotic devices and alternative energy solutions;
studying health issues such as autism, fetal alcohol syndrome and childhood obesity; and
learning more about bacteriophages — viruses that kill bacteria and hold important keys to
human health problems.

L P SDSU leverages its strategic location on the Pacific Rim and the border of Latin America to
B : . 5vance international study and research. The university has nearly 400 education programs
My ' 3 in 52 countries and is among the nation’s leaders in the number of students who study abroad.
’ : Led by our Lavin Entrepreneurship Center and our Zahn Innovation Center, SDSU is recog-
‘ ‘ .. A} nized as one of the top universities in the nation for entrepreneurship.
e < SpSl_J engages our greater community by hosting more than 350 on-campus arts events
3.X . _énnu'dﬂy and fielding nationally recognized athletics teams.
' % || Helping to fuel this academic and research excellence is the university’s first comprehen-
'§ ) sive fundraising campaign. The Campaign for SDSU is raising $750 million for student suc-
| cess and faculty and staff support. Generous donors are establishing a culture of philanthropy
 that ensures San Diego State will thrive throughout thi c%rltgy and beyond.
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UNIVERSITY DISTINCTIONS

ACADEMIC STRENGTH

*  SDSU continues to gain recognition as a leader in higher education. It is currently ranked
in the top 150 national universities and in the top 80 public universities, according to U.S.
News & World Report’s annual ranking of America’s Best Colleges.

¢ SDSU's international business undergraduate program is ranked No. 10 in the nation
and several graduate programs are standouts in their fields, according to U.S. News and
World Report. They include rehabilitation counseling (No. 9), speech language pathology
(No. 25), clinical psychology (No. 26), audiology (No. 27), nursing midwifery (No. 29) and
public health (No. 30).

¢ SDSU is a hub of student invention and innovation, led by the Lavin Entrepreneurship
Center and the Zahn Innovation Center. Forbes magazine ranked SDSU No. 18 on its list of
America’s Most Entrepreneurial Universities.

¢ SDSU’s diverse campus includes more than 750 students enrolled in the Susan and
Stephen Weber Honors College and a growing number of Merit Scholars—students with a
minimum high school GPA of 4.0 and SAT scores of at least 1400.

A CULTURE OF ENGAGEMENT
¢ More than 49,000 alumni and friends have contributed to The Campaign for SDSU, the
university’s first comprehensive fundraising campaign, which is raising $750 million to sup-
port students, faculty and academic programs.

* Fiscal year 2014 was the most successful year of private giving in SDSU’s 118-year
history and the year in which The Campaign for SDSU surpassed $500 million.

* “Building on Excellence” is SDSU’s broadly consultative strategic plan establishing the di-
rection and priorities of the university for the next several years and focusing on three areas:
student success, research and creative endeavors, and community and communication.

* SDSU engages its alumni and encourages them to share their professional expertise and
experience with current students through programs such as the Aztec Mentor Program and
Aztecs Hiring Aztecs.

COMMUNITY ROOTS

* The Price Community Scholars program provides financial support for local, first-gener-
ation students with track records of strong academic achievement and leadership in high
school. They, in turn, mentor neighborhood middle school students who aspire to earn col-
lege degrees.

¢ Associated Students confronted the significant challenges of hunger and food insecurity
in our community by raising more than 304,000 pounds of food in the Aztecs Rock Hunger
drive during fall 2014. AS and SDSU also support the College Area Community Garden,
which unites the university and its neighbors in cultivating an urban space for growing fruits
and vegetables.

¢ SDSU’s Guardian Scholars program is a unique opportunity for students leaving the
foster care system. Young men and women accepted into the program receive full schol-
arships, year-round housing and academic mentoring to support them in becoming active
community members.

* SDSU’s Graduate School of Public Health, with researchers funded by the National In-
stitutes for Health and the National Center for Disease Control, is a leader in research and
outreach programs designed to combat childhood obesity, particularly in San Diego and
Baja California.

A DIVERSE CAMPUS

* SDSU was selected for the second consecutive year as a recipient of the INSIGHT Into
Diversity Higher Education Excellence in Diversity Award. The national honor recognizes
U.S. colleges and universities that demonstrate outstanding commitment to diversity and
inclusion.
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¢ U.S. News and World Report ranked SDSU in the top 20 nationally for ethnic diversity—a
point of pride for the university, where students from all backgrounds are achieving academ-
ic excellence.

o Arts Alive SDSU integrates arts events and arts practices into the curriculum and rec-
ognizes art as a campus-wide value on par with research and international study. With 350
events scheduled each year, Arts Alive reaches an audience of more than 100,000 annually.

e SDSU is consistently recognized by CampusPride.org as among the top 20 most
LGBT-friendly campuses in the nation. In 2014, the university opened The Pride Center, an
inclusive, safe, and affirming gathering space for persons of all sexual and gender identities
and their allies.

AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

o SDSU ranked No. 22 in the nation for the number of students studying abroad in the lat-
est Institute for International Education’s Open Doors report. More than 2,100 students have
international experiences each year, choosing from nearly 400 programs in 52 countries.

o SDSU recently competed against leading national universities to win the largest grant in
university history—$30 million—to offer science and engineering degree programs in the
nation of Georgia and build a unique partnership that enhances our international profile.

e The J. Keith Behner and Catherine M. Stiefel Program on Brazil is SDSU’s first endowed
academic program with an international focus. Over the next five years, through research
collaborations with major Brazilian universities, SDSU will strengthen its global leadership in
public health, environmental sciences, international business and urban development.

o Each year, SDSU welcomes more than 2,100 international students from dozens of
countries, including China, India, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, South Korea, Japan and several
European nations.

RESEARCH ACCOMPLISHMENTS

* SDSU is classified by the Carnegie Foundation as a doctoral-granting institution with
high research activity funded by the National Institutes of Health and the National Science
Foundation. Undergraduate students have many opportunities to work with faculty mentors
on exciting projects in SDSU’s campus labs and research centers.

¢ In cutting-edge facilities like the privately funded Donald P. Shiley BioScience Center,
San Diego State researchers are developing novel treatments for healing hearts with stem
cells and studying the role of inflammation in heart disease.

* SDSU’s Center for Sensorimotor Neural Engineering, funded by the National Science
Foundation, is partnering with MIT and the University of Washington in an $18.5-million
project to perfect brain-controlled robotic devices that interact seamlessly with the human
body to improve and restore muscle function and movement.

* The Student Research Symposium is an annual forum for graduate and undergraduate
students to present their faculty-mentored research to an academic audience and incorpo-
rate the evaluation into their work. More than 375 students from 86 majors participated in
2014.

MOVING FORWARD

* While there are many ways to measure San Diego State University’s progress and
achievements, the foundational issue is who we can be and what we can accomplish as a
leading public university.

* Moving forward, we will continue to establish ourselves as a university of the highest
quality where all students achieve success, where faculty, staff and student researchers
address pressing societal challenges, where we come together to experience the beauty
and power of the arts, and where we hamess our knowledge and our talents to serve our
community and the broader society.
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Kathleen Kennedy

Merrill R. McPeak

1

Armen Keteyian

Dennis Conner

Timothy J. Muris

Arts/Actors

* PROMINENT ALUMNI

Robert Hays, television/film actor, “Airplane”

Julie Kavner, television actor, “The Simpsons”

Kathleen Kennedy, film producer, “Schindler’s List”

Kathy Najimy, television/film actor, “Sister Act”

Gregory Peck, film actor, “To Kill a Mockingbird”

Marion Ross, television/stage actor, “Happy Days”

Claire Van Vliet, visual artist, founder of the Janus Press

Carl Weathers, film actor, “Rocky”

Gary David Goldberg, executive producer and co-creator, “Spin City”
Raquel Welch, film and television actor, starred in “The Three Musketeers”

Authors

Patricia Benke, best-selling crime novelist
Sid Fleischman, author, The Whipping Boy (Newbery Medal, 1987)
Susan Vreeland, author, The Girl in Hyacinth Blue (New York Times Bestseller)

Business

Norman Brinkler, Brinkler International, Ltd., (Chili's, Macaroni Grill and On the Border)
Robert Peterson, founder, Jack in the Box

Sol Price, founder, Price Club

R. Andrew Rathbone, creator, “....for Dummies” book series

Ralph Rubio, founder/CEQ, Rubio’s Baja Grill

Jim Sinegal, co-founder and President/CEO, Costco

Julia Stewart, CEO, International House of Pancakes

Suzy Spafford, creator, Suzy’s Zoo

Sue Swenson, COO, Leap Wireless

Jack Williams, retired COO, Royal Caribbean International and Celebrity Cruises

Communication/Media

Art Linkletter, television show host
Jeanne Zelasko, Fox Sports anchor/reporter
Armen Keteyian, CBS Sports reporter

Education

Sandra McBrayer, 1994 National Teacher of the Year
Janis Gabay, 1990 National Teacher of the Year
Dr. Doris Alvarez, 1997 Principal of the Year

Government/Military

Timothy J. Muris, Chairman, Federal Trade Commission
General Merrill R. McPeak, former chief of staff, United States Air Force

Science

Robert Kaplan, nationally known psychologist

Ellen Ochoa, astronaut, world’s first Hispanic female astronaut
Siegfried Reich, HIV testing researcher pioneer

Gerald Schleif, WD-40 inventor

Sporis

Michael Cage, former NBA basketball player

Dennis Conner, America’s Cup-winning sailor

Mark Grace, former Chicago Cubs and Arizona Diamondbacks baseball player

Tony Gwynn, former San Diego Padres baseball player/Aztec baseball coach

Fred Dryer, former Los Angeles Rams football player/actor

Marshall Faulk, former NFL MVP and 2011 NFL Hall of Fame Inductee

Courtney Clements, Chicago Sky guard; first Aztec to play in WNBA Finals (2013-14)

Kawhi Leonard, 2011 NBA first-round draft pick, 2014 NBA Finals MVP

Stephen Strasburg, 2009 MLB No. 1 overall draft pick, current Washington Nationals pitcher
Joe Gibbs, former Washington Redskins football coach

Graig Nettles, former New York Yankees baseball player

Brian Sipe, former Cleveland Browns football player/former Aztec assistant football coach
Mark Reynolds, sailor, four-time Olympian, two-time Olympic gold medalist, three-time world champion
Marla Runyan, 1991-1994-2000 Olympian, visually impaired marathon runner

Gene Littler, former PGA tour golfer, winner - 1961 US Open

Kevin Kennedy, Fox Sports baseball analyst, former major league manager
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AZTECS AND SDSU

San Diego State University first adopted the Aztec name
in the 1920s as a nickname for the college’s sports teams.
In 1925, the student newspaper followed suit, changing its
name from The Paper Lantern to The Aztec. Since that time,
San Diego State’s celebration of Aztec heritage has per-
meated the campus. In 1936, a Donald Hord sculpture of
Montezuma Il the last Aztec emperor, became a welcoming
campus icon. With the passing years, Aztec themes echoed
in the names, colors and architectural elements of new
campus buildings. And Aztec culture became the subject of
more than a dozen university courses.

In 1941, Monty Montezuma, a character based on Mon-
tezuma Il, debuted at San Diego State athletic events as a
symbolic personification of the Aztecs. Over time, the Mon-
tezuma character’s look and activities have evolved from
a sports mascot into a more dignified and accurate repre-
sentation of the historical emperor. Montezuma now serves
as the university’'s ambassador of Aztec culture, charged
with the responsibility of informing and educating the San
Diego community about Aztec civilization. SDSU continues
to take pride in its affiliation with Aztec culture and to cel-
ebrate the Aztec virtues of strength, valor and intellectual
achievement.

SDSU’S AZTEC HERITAGE The Azteca eventually left their homeland and became
From the early decades of its history, San Diego State known as the Mexica. Native folklore attributes this name
has identified itself with the Aztecs, one of the most sophis- | change to the instructions of the people’s patron deity,
ticated and distinctive societies in the history of the Western | Huitzilopochtli (Hummingbird on the Left).
Hemisphere. A fitting choice for a university committed to Around 1325, the Mexica settled on an island in Lake
internationalism and diversity, the Aztec identity evokes | Texcoco, an area that is now the heart of Mexico City, and
great pride in Mexico, as well as among many people in the | named it Tenochtitian or ‘the place of the fruit of the cactus.”
United States, and certainly within the SDSU community. | A century later, the Mexica and two other Nahuatl-speaking
Consequently, San Diego State strives to honor the Aztec | City-states, Texcoco and Tlacopan, combined to create an
people by enhancing awareness, understanding and appre- | entity popularly known as the Aztec Empire.

ciation of Aztec culture and achievements. Boasting a strong military force, this new alliance com-
manded a sphere of influence that stretched across much of

AZTEC HISTORY present-day Mexico.
Aztec civilization dates back to at least the 12th century Tenochtitlan and its surrounding valley evolved into a

A.D. The precise location is still debated by scholars, but | highly sophisticated, multicultural and multilingual city-state
tradition tells us of a place somewhere north of modern-day | of several million inhabitants. At this same time, major Euro-
Mexico City known at that time as Aztlan, which meant “the | Pean cities numbered only 30,000 to 40,000 in population. A
place of the cranes” or “the place of the herons.” The people | cradle of innovation, the Aztec Empire developed advanced
who lived in this land were called Azteca meaning ‘those of | Systems of trade, science, politics, religion, education and
Aztlan.” agriculture. The Aztecs also enjoyed sports and built grand
ballcourts to accommodate team events.
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DR. ELLIOT HIRSHMAN

Eighth President of SDSU
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of San Diego State University - a

major public research university that
addresses real-world challenges. Its 35,000
students pursue research and learning
under the guidance of internationally rec-
ognized mentors in innovative on-campus
labs, entrepreneurship centers and busi-
ness incubators. SDSU is characterized
by the Carnegie Foundation as a research
university with high research activity and
also is designated as a Hispanic Serving
Institution.

Dr. Hirshman is committed to student
success and to ensuring that students
from all backgrounds achieve academic
excellence. SDSU produces many Fulbright
awardees and is a leader in the number of
students who study abroad. It is among the
nation’s leaders in ethnic and economic
diversity. President Hirshman leads an in-
stitution recognized for the largest increase
in graduation rates in the U.S. and one that
is among the nation’s leaders for graduating
students of color.

Dr. Hirshman implemented an inte-
grated financial strategy and budget, and
he is leading SDSU’s first comprehensive
fundraising campaign. The Campaign for
SDSU met its $500-million goal for student
and faculty support. The Campaign is now

D r. Elliot Hirshman serves as president

{8 UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT 8

raising an additional $250 million in its final,
legacy phase to endow the Honors College,
scholarships, professorships and research,
and build a new engineering and interdis-
ciplinary sciences building. Dr. Hirshman
oversaw the university’s recently completed
strategic planning process that identified ini-
tiatives, funding and implementation steps
in the areas of student success, research
and creative endeavors, and community
and communication.

Dr. Hirshman is president of the SDSU
Research Foundation Board and a mem-
ber of the California State University’s
President’s Commission for Education and
Research in Biotechnology and of its Pres-
idents” Council for the Council on Ocean
Affairs, Science and Technology. He serves
on the boards of the San Diego Economic
Development Corporation and the San Di-
ego Regional Chamber of Commerce. He
also is a member of the executive commit-
tee of the Commission on Access, Diversity
and Excellence for the Association of Public
and Land-grant Universities and a mem-
ber of the Distinguished Alumnus Award
Search and Selection Committee for the
American Association of State Colleges and
Universities.

Prior to Dr. Hirshman’s appointment at
SDSU in 2011, he served as provost and

senior vice president for academic affairs
at the University of Maryland, Baltimore
County. He also had been chief research
officer at the George Washington University
and chaired the Departments of Psycholo-
gy there and at the University of Colorado
at Denver. He began his academic career,
rising to the rank of full professor, at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Dr. Hirshman earned his bachelor's de-
gree summa cum laude in economics and
mathematics from Yale and his master's
degree and Ph.D. in cognitive psychology
from UCLA.

He is a fellow of the American Psycho-
logical Association. His research and teach-
ing focus on the psychopharmacology of
human cognition, using an interdisciplinary
approach that involves collaboration among
psychologists, medical doctors and statis-
ticians. Dr. Hirshman has served as asso-
ciate editor of the Journal of Experimental
Psychology: Learning, Memory & Cognition
and Psychonomic Bulletin & Review.

Dr. Hirshman is married to Jeri Hirsh-
man. The Hirshmans’ children, Wendy and
Nathan, are honors students. Wendy grad-
uated from Muhlenberg College in Pennsyl-
vania, and Nathan attends the University of
Virginia.
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DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

the University’s Director of Intercolle-

giate Athletics, having already left an
indelible mark on San Diego State. He has
overseen the most successful five seasons
in San Diego State athletic history. In terms
of on-the-field accomplishments, the Aztecs
have won 32 conference team champion-
ships since the beginning of the 2011-12
academic year, and in the classroom, there
have been a record- number of schol-
ar-athletes on The Mesa. In addition, Sterk
oversaw SDSU’s fundraising campaign this
past season which once again eclipsed the
previous record.

In terms of competitive success, San Di-
ego State continues to set itself apart, com-
piling the fourth-highest combined winning
percentage in the country in football and
men’s basketball since the beginning of the
2010-11 season at 75.2 percent (182-60).
In addition, SDSU is one of four schools na-
tionally to have appeared in six consecutive
NCAA tournaments and have its football
team play in five straight bowl games.

The overall success of the program
can be traced to the 2011-12 academic

Jim Sterk enters his sixth season as

year when nine athletic teams advanced
to postseason play and scored postseason
points in NCAA competition. Two of those
programs - men’s golf and women’s outdoor
track & field - finished among the nation’s
top 10. Since then, a school-record 11
teams accumulated postseason points for
SDSU in 2012-13, followed by 10 in 2013-
14 and nine teams this past season.

For the first time in school history, San
Diego State had four teams finish among
the top 20 nationally at NCAA champion-
ships (men'’s golf, men’s basketball, softball
and men’s tennis).

San Diego State has also become the
dominant program in its conference, claim-
ing 27 league titles since the beginning of
the 2012-13 campaign. This past season
alone, SDSU'’s athletic teams combined to
win eight team league championships.

In his tenure, Sterk has watched 17
San Diego State sports finish in the top
25 at NCAA championships, including five
squads that finished in the top 10 of their
NCAA tournament.

Since arriving at San Diego State in
February 2010, Sterk, 59, has led the Az-

NCAA championships (per the Directors’ Cup).

the last five seasons under Jim Sterk.
2014-15 NCAA FINISHES

M. Golf (15th) Swim & Dive (39th)
M. Basketball (17th) W. Golf (43rd)
Softball (17th) Football (4sth)
M. Tennis (17th)

Baseball (33rd)

2013-14 NCAA FINISHES

M. Basketball (th) Softball (33rd)
Qutdoor T&F (12th) W. Soccer (33rd)
Indoor T&F (1sth) M. Golf (44th)
Football (26th) Baseball (49th)
- Swim & Dive (27th) W. Golf (61st)

2012-13 NCAA FINISHES

- W. Soccer (sth) W.Tennis (33rd)
M. Basketball (17th) Volleyball (33rd)
Outdoor T&F (23rd) Swim & Dive (1st)
Indoor T&F (25th) Football (44th)

M. Golf (31st) Baseball (49th)
Softball (33rd)

In his five seasons as the athletic director, Jim Sterk has had 45 teams advance and score points at

Below is a list of San Diego State teams that have advanced to postseason play and their NCAA finish

2011-12 NCAA FINISHES

- M. Golf (5th) Football (44th)
— Qutdoor T&F (sth) Swim & Dive (4sth)
Softball (17th) Indoor T&F (4sth)

M. Basketball (33rd)
W. Basketball (33rd)

W. Golf (s8th)

2010-11 NCAA FINISHES

— M. Basketball (ath) Football (26th)
M. Golf (16th) W. Golf (49th)
Softball (17th) Qutdoor T&F (s0th)

- - indicates best Division | finish in
program history
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tec athletic department to fiscal stability.
Despite state cutbacks, he has ended each
of his first four years at SDSU in the black,
and athletic department fundraising is at an
all-time high.

His impact has also been felt throughout
the department as he has hired or extended
the contracts of 16 current head coaches at
San Diego State. The current collection of
Aztec head coaches have combined to earn
40 conference coach-of-the-year honors.

Sterk’s vision of a program that com-
petes with the nation’s best on the field, and
one that takes a back seat to no one in the
classroom, is well on its way to becoming a
reality.

This past April, a school-record 335
individuals were honored as scholar stu-
dent-athletes at the traditional year-end
banquet, bettering the mark set in Sterk's
fourth year on The Mesa.

In addition, San Diego State set a
school-record with an institutional-high 12
programs setting multi-year highs in the Ac-
ademic Progress Report (APR) released by
the NCAA in May 2015. Among those pro-
grams that scored record multi-year APR
figures were football, men’s basketball and
baseball.

Sterk came to SDSU from Washington
State University, where he served as ath-
letic director since 2000. Prior to his hiring
at WSU, he was the AD at Portland State
University from 1995 to 2000.

Sterk also has a solid reputation and
the respect of his peers across the country.
The NCAA recognized him in 2006 as the
Division IA Athletic Directors’ “Program of
Excellence.”

He oversaw a period of unparalleled
success at Washington State with historic
accomplishments both on and off the field.

In his last three years at WSU, 13 Cou-
gar teams competed in NCAA postsea-
son tournaments, including back-to-back
trips by the men’s basketball team (2007
and 2008), while women’s rowing earned
five NCAA championship bids, including
a fourth-place finish in 2006, the highest
finish ever by a WSU women’s team in
NCAA competition.

Sterk graduated from Western Wash-
ington University in 1980, where he earned
four letters in football and one in basketball.
He was credited with a school-record 164
tackles during the 1977 season, garnering
first-team NAIA District | all-star accolades.
He was named team captain and MVP,
helping the Vikings to the district champion-
ship game. On Feb. 6, 2010, Sterk was in-
ducted into Western Washington’s Athletics
Hall of Fame for his success in football.

Sterk received his master's degree in
sports administration from Ohio University.
In addition to SDSU, Washington State and
Portland State, his professional career has
also included positions at North Carolina,
Maine, Seattle Pacific and Tulane.

Sterk and his wife Debra have three
daughters: Ashley (26), Amy (23), and Abby
(20).

‘-LIF':

JIM STERK

Director of Athletics
Sixth Year at SDSU
Western Washington "80

Education

1980 - Bachelor of Arts

Physical and Business Education
Western Washington

1986 - Master of Arts
Sports Administration
Ohio University

Career Experience
1986

Assistant to the Director of
Ticket Operations

North Carolina

1987-90

Assistant Business and Ticket Manager
(87-88),

Director of Athletic Services (88-89),
Assistant Athletics Director/Finance (89-90)
Maine

1990-91
Associate Athletics Director
Seattle Pacific

1991-95
Senior Associate Athletics Director
Tulane

1995-2000
Director of Athletics
Portland State

2000-10
Director of Athletics
Washington State

2010-present

Director of Athletics
San Diego State
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VIEJAS ARENA

ne of the premier on-campus basketball arenas in
Oall of America, Viejas Arena at Aztec Bowl provides

a 12,414-seat, state-of-the-art venue while keeping
fans close to the floor and part of the action.

Opened in 1997, the facility is the home of San Diego
State basketball and provides a venue for university func-
tions, cultural events, concerts and other special-event pro-
gramming. It features a unique open-air concourse design
that allows fans to enjoy the excellent San Diego climate
and adds a new experience to attending arena-type events.

The arena is built on the site of the old Aztec Bowl sta-
dium which hosted San Diego State football games as well
as other athletic, entertainment and cultural events from the
time of its construction in 1936 until 1967.

Built directly into a canyon hillside, Viejas Arena enclos-
es one end of the old horseshoe-shaped Aztec Bowl. Two
sections of the stadium’s original concrete bleachers and
cobblestone walls frame each side of the arena’s north en-
trance. In addition, the university’s 10-ton granite boulder,
a California landmark commemorating President John F.
Kennedy’s 1963 commencement address at Aztec Bowl,
has also been placed in this area.

In addition to Aztec basketball contests, Viejas Arena
has played host to concerts by such artists as Cher, Eric
Clapton, Britney Spears, No Doubt, Barry Manilow and
Aerosmith. In spring of 2001, Billy Joel and Elton John
opened their world tour with a sold-out show at Viejas Are-
na.

126
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Viejas Arena seats 12,414 for sporting events. The seat-
ing includes the top nine rows consisting of bench seats
with the remaining areas as chairbacks. The total seating
is approximately 3,935 bench seats and 8,065 chairs. In the
special event/concert configuration there are approximately
11,500 seats. All seating configurations are flexible and can
be adjusted.

The facility features a state-of-the-art videoboard with
video-replay capabilities. The board also includes up-to-the-
minute statistical information on individual players.

The facility is equipped with seven locker rooms, two of
which are complete with team rooms, equipment rooms,
and a shared training room.

EAS

The women’s team lounge was recently renovated and
now includes three large-screen television sets, individual
leather recliners and track lighting.

The Mezzanine Level houses a VIP Room for banquets,
pre- and post-game functions, and other formal and informal
gatherings. The room consists of a 2,200 square-foot space
that can be divided into two rooms of 800 and 1,400 square

feet. The 800-square foot area can also serve as an inter-
view room for sporting events.

Viejas Arena served as host to the first and second
rounds of the NCAA men’s basketball championships in
2001 and 2006, along with second and third-round action in
2014 and will do so again in 2018.

In addition, the venue was the home of the 2001 NCAA
women’s volleyball national championship and the 2006
McDonald’s All-American High School basketball games,
before welcoming the first and second rounds of the NCAA
women’s basketball tournament in 2009.

The Playing Floor at Viejas Arena

The original Viejas Arena court was used at the 1997
NCAA Final Four in Indianapolis. In the semifinals, Ken-
tucky defeated Minnesota, 78-69, and Arizona beat North
Carolina, 66-58. In the championship game, Arizona de-
feated Kentucky, 84-79, on March 31, 1997. A new playing
surface was installed prior to the 2010-11 season.

Steve Fisher Court

San Diego State has honored men’s basketball head coach
Steve Fisher by naming the Viejas Arena hardwood “Steve
Fisher Court,” in ceremony at the Aztecs’ on-campus home
on Oct. 29, 2015. To coincide with the court naming, a gen-
erous $500,000 challenge gift has been committed to create
the “Steve Fisher Basketball Endowment” with a goal of $1
million, which will generate support for basketball excellence.

APREARANCES|®19INCAAITOURNAMENT/BERTHS
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VIEJAS ARENA SERIES RECORDS ndiana State 0 San José State 4-1
Team Record Kansas State -0 Santa Clara 0-1
Air Force 14-2 Long Beach State -1 Savannah State -0
American -0 Longwood 0 SML 2
Arizona -0 Loyola (Md.) - South Carolina 0-1
Arkansas-Pine Bluff -0 Loyola Marymount - Southern Utah 2-0
Auburn 0 Miami (OH) -0 TCU 5-4
Boise State 5-0 Missouri -1 Texas 1-0
Boston College 0-1 Missouri-Kansas City -0 Texas A&M 0-
Brigham Young 4-9 Montana -0 Texas A&M-CC 0-
Brown 1-0 Montana State -0 Texas-El Paso -0
California 1-0 Navy 2-0 Texas-Pan American -0
Cal Poly 3-0 C Greensboro 1-0 Texas-San Antonio -0
Cal State Bakersfield 0-1 Nevada 3-1 Toledo 0-1
Cal State Dominguez Hills 1-0 ew Mexico 6-10 Tulsa 1-0
Cal State Fullerton 3-0 orth Carolina State 0-1 UC Davis 2-0
Cal State Northridge = orthern Arizona -0 UC Irvine 1-2
Cal State Stanislaus -0 orthern Colorado -0 UC Riverside 2-
Canisius 0-1 orthwestern State -0 UC San Diego 0-
Centenary 1-0 Oklahoma State 0- UC Santa Barbara 3-
Chattanooga 0-1 Oral Roberts 0- UCLA 0-3
Colorado State 9-7 Oregon State -0 UNLV 11-5
Connecticut 0-1 Penn -0 Usc 1-1
Creighton 0-1 Penn State 0- Utah 3-10
Detroit -0 Pepperdine 1- Utah State -0
Duquesne -0 Pittsburgh 0- Utah Valley -0
Eastern Washington -0 Portland State 2-0 Wake Forest -0
Fresno Pacific -0 Quinnipiac 0-1 Washington -1
Fresno State -4 Radford 1-0 Washington State 0
George Washington 0-1 Rice 0-1 Western Michigan -0
Hawal'i 0-2 Sacramento State 30 Wichita State -0
Idaho State 1-0 Saint Mary’s 1-1 Wyoming 79
Illinois State 1-0 San Diego gql TOTALS 145-99

San Francisco
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FOWLER ATHLETICS CENTER

The Aztec Athletics Center was re-dedicated h i
as the Fowler Athletics Center in May 2011
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August of 2001, when all facets of the Department of Athletics relocat-
ed to the Aztec Athletics Center.

The construction of the new complex came on the heels of the completion
of Tony Gwynn Stadium, Viejas Arena and the SDSU Sports Deck.

The facility, which was re-christened the Fowler Athletics Center in May
2011, is a four-story, 130,000-square-foot structure located west of Viejas
Arena on 55th Street and just south of Peterson Gym. The center truly moves
San Diego State athletics into the 21st century.

The multi-level structure houses all elements of the Aztec athletic pro-
gram. Until its completion, the San Diego State athletic department operated
out of six buildings on the west side of campus.

The Fowler Athletics Center is one of the latest pieces of the San Diego
State facility upgrade.

In August of 2000, the University held its first competitions on the new
soccer and track and field facility, located just south of the Fowler Athletics
Center site.

In the spring of 2005, the San Diego State men’s and women'’s tennis
squads began play at their new facility, the Aztec Tennis Center, while the
softball team opened up its new complex, the SDSU Softball Stadium.

A brand new on-campus pool, the Aztec Aquaplex, where the swimming
and diving and water polo teams compete, opened in March 2007. The com-
plex features two pools, one for competition and one for recreation.

With the completion of its building plan, the San Diego State athletic com-
plex and facilities rival any university in the western United States.

D reams became reality on the campus of San Diego State University in
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FOWLER ATHLETICS CENTER
HIGHLIGHTS

* The entrance lobby of the Fowler Athletics Cen-
ter houses the 5,000-square-foot Aztec Hall of
Fame, presented by the Wise Foundation. The
museum is the first permanent home of the Hall
of Fame and features displays, informative ki-
osks, interactive video trivia games and a plaque
commemorating the induction of each Hall of
Fame member. Women’s basketball players who
are members of the Hall of Fame include Kieish-
sha Garnes, Chana Perry, Judy Porter, Falisha
Wright and Michelle Suman. (See page 106 for
more information on the Hall of Fame).

¢ A state-of-the-art weight room, encompassing
more than 15,000 square feet, is also located on
the first floor of the building. It includes a running
track for indoor timing.

* Each varsity sport, with the exception of the
baseball squad which has a clubhouse at Tony
Gwynn Stadium, has a plush locker room on
the first floor of the building. The locker rooms
include a lounge and television area and oak
lockers.

* The sports medicine center and equipment
operations are also located on the first floor and
help provide incredible convenience to the locker
rooms, weight room and other practice facilities.

* A first-floor auditorium that seats more than 200
has already been the site of major news confer-
ences, watch parties and public forums.

» SDSU'’s football offices are located on the sec-
ond floor.

* The academic center, complete with two lecture
halls, private tutorial rooms, and a new computer
lab, is housed on the third floor. The computer
lab and study areas are flanked by academic
counselors, tutor offices and learning specialists.

The third floor is also home to the athletic ad-
ministration and the women’s basketball staffs.

*The fourth floor includes coaches offices and a
plush recruiting lounge.

m DIEGO}STATES @
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15,000-Square Foot Weight Room

Computer Lab
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challenge for any person at the Division | level. Rec-
ognizing that academic challenge, the Student Athlete
Academic Support Services program has been developed
at San Diego State to assist all student-athletes in achieving
academic excellence.
It is a source of pride within San Diego State athletics
that the department has developed one of the most compre-
hensive academic support programs in the country.

The dual role of student and athlete can be a daunting

THE STAFF

The SAASS staff includes a director, a learning special-
ist, four academic advisors, the department’s director of
compliance, an eligibility coordinator, a financial aid coordi-
nator as well as a recruitment coordinator.

In addition to the full-time staff, the department employs
more than 20 mentors and tutors.

Collectively, they operate a program that enhances each
student’s satisfactory progress toward graduation.

2015 Aztec Graduateshristina Hunter

THE SERVICES

Throughout the academic year, advisors offer a variety
of services to aid individuals in the development of their per-
sonal goals and the blueprint for pursuing those goals.

All new student-athletes are invited to an orientation that
helps lay the foundation for future successes. Each advisor
teaches a section of the University’s Freshman Success
course (General Studies 100), which deals with specific
transition issues for student-athletes. Topics include time
management, study skills and test taking. The course also

d

SANGDIEGOFSTATE

ACADEMIC COMMITMENT

2015 SDSU Scholar-Athlete Banquet

mtroduces new students to services such as the Love Li-
brary, University Advising Center, Career Services, Health
Services and the counseling center.

THE RESOURCES

In the fall of 2001, the academic unit joined the rest
of the athletic department in moving into the $30 million,
130,000-square-foot Aztec Athletics Center. The academic
staff is located on the third floor of the complex and includes
a new 40-station computer lab, individual study rooms and
two lecture rooms.

THE COMMITMENT

SDSU’s annual Scholar-Athlete Awards Banquet honors
students with at least a 3.0 cumulative or a 3.2 semester
GPA during a calendar year. In the spring of 2014, a Univer-
sity record 316 scholar-athletes and
athletic training students were hon-
ored for their work in the classroom.

LIFE SKILLS

To further increase the opportu-
nities for success, San Diego State
is part of the NCAA’'s CHAMPS/Life |
Skills Program. The curriculum of
Aztec Pride (Promoting Responsi-
bility, Integrity, Diversity, Education)
offers a wide range of programs and |
activities that enhance the educa-
tional experience. Special emphasis
is placed on the areas of personal
development, community service
and career development.

In conjunction with SAAC, the
Life Skills Program represents SD-
SU’s total commitment to enhancing
the quality of each student’s experi-
ence.

AZTEC BASKETBALL SCHOLAR-ATHLETES

2015 SDSU Scholar-Athletes

(8.0 Cumulative or 3.2 semester GPA)
Kymberly Ellison

Cheyenne Greenhouse

Chloe Johnson

Lexy Thorderson

2014-15 Academic All-Mountain West Team
Desi Culberson

Cheyenne Greenhouse

Chloe Johnson

Deidra Smith

Lexy Thorderson

-
2015 Aztec Graduate
Erimma Amarikwa

f




LIFE SKILLS

the community as well as developing as an

individual. The Life Skills Program at San
Diego State University offers student-athletes a
wide range of off-the-court experiences in the
areas of personal development, community ser-
vice and career development.

To ensure success in all three areas, the
NCAA Life Skills program began at San Diego
State in the fall of 1999. The program provides
leadership and community service opportunities,
encourages personal and social responsibility
and utilizes athletics as preparation for success
in life.

The personal development section of Life
Skills covers a wide variety of areas, including
personal health and drug awareness programs,
as well as financial planning, ethics and integrity,
and public-speaking opportunities.

The Life Skills Program brings in experts in
each field to discuss the topics with each team in
an open-forum setting that promotes interaction
by those in attendance.

In the area of community service, the Life
Skills program matches students and teams to
specific groups in the community, providing ath-
letes with the opportunity to play a meaningful
role in community involvement.

The San Diego State women’s basketball
team has embraced this section of the program
since its inception. Already this year, the Az-
tecs have volunteered their time with the San
Diego Senior Women'’s Basketball Association
(SWBA), the Autism Tree Project Foundation
and Imperial Beach Public Library.

P art of being an Aztec means giving back to
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Previous Aztec basketball service projects
included a beach cleanup with San Diego Coast-
keeper, delivering goods to Rachel's Women’s
Shelter during the holiday season, building a
house with Habitat for Humanity and serving as
volunteers at the Special Olympics. In the past,
the team has also promoted literacy by reading
to kids at various elementary schools in the re-
gion, taken part in the San Diego Breast Cancer
Awareness Walk, and made visits to San Di-
ego’s Children’s Hospital.

The team has also hosted basketball clinics
at the Boys and Girls Club of San Diego, pro-
viding young girls with the opportunity to learn

the fundamentals of basketball and enjoy one- : | |
Imperial Beach Public Library Visit

on-one time with the players.

Previously, the women’s basketball team has
helped celebrate National Girls and Women in
Sports Day by inviting 200 young women from
STAR/PAL to Take A Girl to the Game. In ad-
dition to receiving free admission to the game,
participants were provided with an individual
autograph session with the team following the
game.

The Life Skills Program also assists stu-
dent-athletes with post-graduate career devel-
opment planning, offering résumé writing and
interview workshops while working closely with
mentors and career placement services.

The Life Skills Program at SDSU continues
to evolve, striving to fit the needs of student-ath-
lete, while benefiting the San Diego community
at large.

SWBA Skills Clinic
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40 YEARS AND COUNTING
The 2015-16 season is the 40th in Aztec women’s basket-
ball history. Since beginning basketball operations in 1976-
77, San Diego State has posted a 605-516 (.540) record,
making the Aztecs one of the top programs in the Mountain
West.

AZTECS IN THE POSTSEASON
The Aztecs have made 12 postseason appear-
ances since achieving varsity status, including
nine berths in the NCAA tournament.

SDSU last punched its ticket to the big dance
in 2012, when it lost to LSU in the first round by
a 64-56 count. Ironically, Stacie Terry was in
her first season as an assistant coach with the
Lady Tiger staff.

In 2010, the Aztecs advanced to the NCAA
Sweet Sixteen for the first time in program
history since the tournament was expanded
to 64 teams. SDSU knocked off a pair of
ranked foes in No. 17 Texas on the Long-
horns’ home floor, and then upset No. 10
West Virginia before falling to No. 6 Duke,
despite trailing by only a point at halftime, in
the regional round.

The Aztecs also earned an at-large
berth to the 2009 NCAA tournament, de-
feating DePaul, 76-70, in the first round for
what was the program’s first postseason vic-
tory in 14 years.

Prior to 2009, the Aztecs most recent
trip to the NCAAs occurred in 1997,
when San Diego State squared
off against Oregon in '
the NCAA Midwest
Regional in Knox-  » &
ville, Tenn.

TOPPING 20

The Aztecs have
finished 15 seasons with 20 victories or
more in the 39 years of the program, in- '
cluding a school-record 27-win campaign

GoAztecs.com | @GoAztecs | @AztecWBB | #RiseUp
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Falisha Wright

PROGRAM HISTORY

in 2012-13, when SDSU reeled off a 17-game unbeaten
streak en route to claiming its second consecutive MW reg-
ular-season championship.

The Scarlet and Black has logged over 20 victories in in
four of the last seven seasons, including a 23-11 mark in
2009-10, when the Aztecs advanced to the Sweet Sixteen
of the NCAA tournament.

AZTECS AND THE MOUNTAIN WEST

SDSU enters the 17th year of conference play in the Moun-
tain West after spending the previous nine in the WAC. The
Aztecs captured two straight regular-season conference
titles in 2012 and 2013, while sharing the top spot in 2009.
SDSU has advanced to the championship game of the MW
tournament in five of the last seven years, winning it all in
2010 and 2012.

In the final six years of San Diego State’s competition
in the Western Athletic Conference, the Aztecs won three
regular-season conference championships, including back-
to-back titles in 1994 and 1995. SDSU also captured confer-
ence tournament titles in 1994 and 1997.

1,000-POINT CLUB

San Diego State’s top 20 scorers have all recorded in ex-

cess of 1,000 points, including the Aztecs’ all-time leader,

Judy Porter, who tallied an amazing 2,318 points from
1980-83.

During the 2012-13
|| season, guard Courtney
Clements joined this elite
club, vaulting all the way to
fifth place on SDSU’s career
list with 1,495 points scored
during her prolific three years
on Montezuma Mesa.
Recently, SDSU had
three star players finish among
the top 10 scorers in school
history, including Paris Johnson
(3rd - 1,598 points), Jené Morris
(4th - 1,499 points) and Quenese
Davis (8th - 1,370 points).

./

Vi ,’g ALL-CONFERENCE HONORS

The Aztecs have garnered first-team all-confer-
| ence accolades on 27 occasions in program his-
tory, including two apiece by Chelsea Hopkins
and Courtney Clements. In all, SDSU has
| produced three Western Collegiate Athletic
Association honorees, four all-Big West se-
lections 12 all-Western Athletic Conference
choices and eight all-MW picks.

ALL-AMERICA ACCOLADES
San Diego State players have garnered nine
All-America accolades in school history, includ-
ing Courtney Clements, who collected three
certificates during her illustrious career on The
Mesa. Clements received honorable mention rec-
ognition from the Associated Press in 2012 and twice
earned the same distinction from the Women'’s Basketball
Coaches Association (WBCA) in back-to-back seasons in
2012-13.

In addition, Chelsea Hopkins was a WBCA honorable
mention choice in 2013, giving the Scarlet and Black two
All-Americans in the same season for the first time ever.

-
Chelsea Hopkins»

—

Jené Morris became the second Aztec to earn All-Amer-
ica recognition twice in her career after landing on the State
Farm/WBCA honorable mention squad in 2009 and 2010.

Prior to Morris, another Aztec standout Falisha Wright
was a two-time honorable mention choice in both 1993 and
1994.

Chana Perry (1989) was the program’s first All-Ameri-
can. She was a two-time first-team Big West selection in
1988 and 1989 and ranks sixth on SDSU’s all-time scoring
list with 1,445 career points. Perry was also the Big West's
player of the year in each of her final two seasons.

WADE HONOREE

The Aztecs’ all-time leading scorer Judy Porter was a finalist
for the Wade Trophy in 1982. Porter averaged 19.7 points
per game as a junior in 1982-83, and 22.6 points per outing
as a senior.

During the 2012-13 campaign, Chelsea Hopkins was
named to the mid-season watch list for the Wade Trophy en
route to receiving honorable mention All-America recogni-
tion. Hopkins wound up leading the nation with a whopping
four triple-doubles and ranked seventh in assists.

Prior to the 2009-10 campaign, Jené Morris was select-
ed to the preseason watch list for the Wade Trophy, as well
as the John R. Wooden Award and Naismith Trophy, be-
coming the first Aztec so honored.

The Wade Trophy honors the NCAA Division | player of
the year and was first presented in 1978.

FABULOUS FRESHMAN

San Diego State has produced some of the top freshman
performances in NCAA history. Tina Hutchinson owns the
Division | scoring record for a freshman for both points (899)
and points per game (29.9), which she recorded in 1984.
In addition, Michelle Suman’s 66.7 field-goal percentage in
her first season on The Mesa (1992) still ranks fifth in the
record books.
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Jené Morris

TOUGH ON D

The 1996-97 Aztecs led the nation in scoring defense with
a 52.0 points per game average en route to a 23-7 overall
record. The mark was third-best all-time and is currently tied
for 20th in NCAA Division | history.

In addition, San Diego State established a progran re-
cord during the 2012-13 campaign by limiting opponents to
a .337 field-goal percentage, which ranked seventh in the
nation. The Aztecs also finished ninth in the country that
season with 5.6 blocked shots per game.

AZTECS IN THE PROS
Courtney Clements played in the WNBA championship fi-
nals for the second straight year in 2014, as her Chicago

Sky club fell to the Phoenix Mercury in three games. The
former Aztec star, who was traded to the Sky by the Atlanta
Dream prior to the season, saw action in 33 games, averag-
ing 2.7 points in 11.4 minutes per contest.

After completing her senior campaign at SDSU, Clem-
ents began her professional career as a rookie free agent
with the Dream in 2013, while former Aztec teammate Chel-
sea Hopkins was a late-season pickup that year by the San
Antonio Silver Stars.

Clements played in 30 games for Atlanta, including a
WNBA finals appearance against the Minnesota Lynx, while
Hopkins saw action in four contests before traveling to play
overseas in Israel.

Not to be outdone, Jené Morris was the first-ever Aztec
selected in the WNBA Draft, going in the first round with the
11th overall pick to the Indiana Fever in 2010.

Morris made her pro debut with the Fever on May 15,
2010, vs. the Washington Mystics and went on to play in 25
games overall during her rookie campaign. After the WNBA
season, she went to Europe to compete for CCC Polkowice
in Poland before returning to the WNBA for a one-year stint
in 2012 with the Tulsa Shock.

Falisha Wright, a member of the Aztec Hall of Fame, also
played professionally with both the Portland Power and the
Nashville Noise of the American Basketball League (ABL).

In addition, Cierra Warren, a first-team all-MW selection
in 2014, signed a contract to play professionally in Europe
with the Haskovo 2012 club based in Bulgaria.

PLAYERS OF THE YEAR
San Diego State boasted the Mountain West Player of the
Year for the second year in a row as point guard Chelsea
Hopkins captured the award after guiding the Aztecs to
their second consecutive conference regular-season title in
2012-13. Hopkins topped the MW in assists and finished
among the top five in scoring, rebounding and steals.
Meanwhile, Hopkins’ backcourt mate Courtney Clements
was tabbed the MW Player of the Year in 2011-12, after
leading the league with 17.4 points per game overall, which
included 13 performances of 20 points or higher.
SDSU also produced a pair of conference players of the

. 5

Christina Murguia

AZTEC BASKETBALL
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year during its affiliation with the WAC in Christina Murguia
(1995) and Kieishsha Garnes (1991). An honorable men-
tion all-WAC selection in 1994, Murguia ranks 14th in points
(1,237), eighth in rebounds (692) and 10th in steals (191) on
the Aztecs all-time career charts.

ACADEMICS JOB NO. 1
Over the past 16 seasons, SDSU basketball players have
earned all-academic honors from the Mountain West Con-
ference 31 times, thus proving that athletic and academic
success can go hand-in-hand.

The academic accolades also go back to the program’s
early years as two-year letterwinner Susan Shue was a first
team Academic All-American in 1980.

N A—

3pIng DIpaYY OGSO UEON 3842y 9 |-G 10

\



GoAztecs.com | @GoAztecs | @AztecWBB | #RiseUp

|

AZTEC BASKETBALL

Mountain West
10807 New Allegiance Drive
Suite 250
Colorado Springs, CO 80921

Phone: (719) 488-4040
Fax: (719) 487-7240

THIS IS THE MOUNTAIN WEST

From its inception in 1999, the Mountain West has been
committed to excellence in intercollegiate athletics, while
promoting the academic missions of its member institutions.
Progressive in its approach, the MW continues to cultivate
opportunities for student-athletes to compete at the highest
level, while fostering academic achievement and sports-
manship. Now in its 17th year, the MW has been assertive
in its involvement with the NCAA governance structure and
has taken a leadership role in the overall administration of
intercollegiate athletics.

The Mountain West has marked several achievements
over its first 16 years of existence, most notably becoming
the first to establish a sports television network dedicated
solely to an intercollegiate athletic conference (The Mtn.).
The Mountain West also was the first to experiment with
the coaches’ challenge in the college football instant replay
system, and was the first non-automatic-qualifying BCS
conference to participate in four BCS bowl games, winning
three. In 2011-12, the Mountain West was among the first
conferences to implement a league-wide state-of-the-art
basketball instant replay system. Additionally, the Mountain
West was the first conference to have a member institution
with No. 1 overall picks in both the NFL and NBA drafts in
the same year (Utah’s Alex Smith and Andrew Bogut, re-
spectively in 2005). With UNLV’s Anthony Bennett claiming
the No. 1 pick in the 2013 NBA Draft, the Mountain West
is one of three conferences to have multiple No. 1 NBA
draft selections since 2000. Also, with San Diego State’s
Stephen Strasburg earning the No. 1 pick in the 2009 MLB
Draft, the Mountain West is one of two conferences to have
the No. 1 selection in each of the NFL, NBA and MLB drafts
since the MW was founded in 1999.

The Mountain West is noted for its geographic diversity.
Some of the most beautiful terrain and landscapes in the
nation can be found within Mountain West boundaries, in-
cluding the majestic Rocky Mountain range, which borders
five MW institutions (Air Force, Boise State, Colorado State,
New Mexico and Utah State). The high plains of Wyoming
(elevation 7,220 feet — the highest Division | campus in the
nation) contrast with the desert cities of Las Vegas and
Reno, home to UNLV and Nevada, respectively, while Fres-
no State, San Diego State and San José State add a West
Coast influence with their locations in Central, Southern and
Northern California. The inclusion of the Hawaii football
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program extends the Mountain West footprint to the beauti-
ful islands in the Pacific Ocean.

HISTORY

The Mountain West was conceived on May 26, 1998, when
the presidents of eight institutions — Air Force, BYU, Col-
orado State, New Mexico, San Diego State, UNLV, Utah
and Wyoming — decided to form a new NCAA Division I-A
intercollegiate athletic conference. The split from a former
16-team conference re-established continuity and stability
among the membership within the new league and signaled
the continuation of its tradition-rich, long-standing athletic
rivalries. Three of the MW’s eight original members have
been conference rivals since the 1960s (New Mexico, Wy-
oming and Colorado State), while San Diego State (1978)
and Air Force (1980) were longtime members as well. UNLV
and TCU entered the fold in 1996 and the Rebels continued
as one of the original eight institutions that formed the MW
in 1999. TCU re-joined the group with its first year of com-
petition in the Mountain West in 2005-06. With conference
realignment sweeping the nation in recent years, the MW
has been proactive in addressing membership changes.
Boise State University joined the Mountain West in 2011-12,
followed by Fresno State and the University of Nevada on
July 1, 2012. Also on July 1, 2012, the University of Hawaii
became a football-only member of the Conference. On July
1, 2013, the Mountain West further expanded when San
José State University and Utah State University joined the
Conference, bringing to 11 the number of full-time member
institutions and 12 football-playing members.

2014-15 IN REVIEW
From the gridiron to the diamond, Mountain West teams
enjoyed an outstanding year in 2013-14.

In women’s basketball, Boise State made its third NCAA
tournament appearance after capturing the MW tourna-
ment crown and earning the Conference’s automatic bid.
Mountain West regular-season champion Colorado State
and Fresno State advanced to the Women’s National Invita-
tion Tournament, while New Mexico received a berth in the
Women'’s Basketball Invitational.

ACADEMIC CONSORTIUM

From the outset, Mountain West member institutions have
been committed to creating strong academic relationships,
as well as athletic competition. To that end, the chief aca-
demic officers of each institution have explored academic
exchange programs, library crossovers and shared re-
search. In addition, the faculty athletics representatives rou-
tinely provide academic assistance and test-taking services
for student-athletes visiting from fellow member institutions
for competition.

OPPORTUNITY
The Mountain West provides a first-class athletic and
academic experience for more than 5,100 student-ath-
letes each year. Over the past 16 years, 42 Mountain
West student-athletes have earned NCAA Postgrad-
uate Scholarships, and since the league’s inception
in 1999, an additional 28 student-athletes have been
named MW Scholar-Athlete of the Year and awarded
league-sponsored postgraduate scholarships. Four
Mountain West student-athletes have earned distinc-
tion as Rhodes Scholars (Jessica Mellinger, Wyoming
and Delavane Diaz, Brittany Morreale and Rebecca Es-
selstein, Air Force).

Conference student-athletes are also given a voice
regarding pertinent issues within the MW and NCAA

governance structure through representation on the
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC). The
Mountain West SAAC consists of 23 representatives;
two student-athletes from each full member institution
and one faculty athletics representative. The committee
reviews and reacts to legislation and to other topics
referred by the Conference constituent groups or com-
mittees related to the student-athlete experience.

ACHIEVEMENT
The MW has produced 882 All-America selections among
its 18 sponsored sports (men’s swimming was discontinued
as a Conference sport following the 2010-11 season) in the
last 16 years, including a league-record 83 All-America hon-
orees in 2010-11. A total of 156 MW student-athletes have
also earned Academic All-America accolades in that span.
The Mountain West has sent at least 25 teams to NCAA
postseason events in each of the past 16 years, capturing
three team national championships in women’s cross coun-
try and producing 36 individual national champions in the
sports of men’s golf, men’s cross country, and men’s and
women’s indoor track & field and outdoor track & field.
Mountain West members have participated in 69 bowl
games under the league umbrella, including four appear-
ances in BCS games and one CFP game. The MW has
earned 76 postseason bids in men’s basketball, with five
Sweet 16 appearances among 43 NCAA Tournament slots,
as well as two NIT Final Four berths. MW women'’s basket-
ball has tallied 67 postseason slots, including 34 NCAA bids,
five Sweet 16 appearances and one Elite Eight berth since
2000. Wyoming won the MW’s first WNIT championship in
2007 with a win over Wisconsin. In women’s volleyball, the
MW has had 38 NCAA bids with nine Sweet 16 berths and
one Elite Eight appearance. Women’s soccer has earned
29 NCAA bids since 1999, with two Sweet 16 berths and
one Elite Eight appearance. Mountain West men’s golf has
sent at least three teams to the NCAA Men’s Golf Regionals
in each of its 16 years, while women’s golf has had at least
three teams participate in NCAA Regionals 13 of the last 16
years.

SPORTSMANSHIP

Named a Sports Ethics Fellow by the Institute for Interna-
tional Sport in 1998, Commissioner Thompson has been a
driving force for sportsmanship within intercollegiate athlet-
ics. As part of its continuing growth and development, the
Mountain West implemented an extensive Sportsmanship
Initiative, endorsed by both the MW Joint Council and MW
Board of Directors. The program is made up of several ele-
ments, which are both practical and philosophical in nature.
While the MW has significant penalties in place to deal with
violations, the Sportsmanship Initiative is primarily promo-
tional and educational in nature. The goal is to develop an
environment that fosters appropriate behavior from all Con-
ference constituencies.

Craig Thompson
Commissioner

Judy Willson
Associate Director
of Communications
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ATHLETICS DIRECTORY

GENERAL INFORMATION
General Phone Number - (619) 594-3019

Mailing Address

SDSU Department of Athletics
5500 Campanile Drive

San Diego, CA 92182-4313

Media Relations Overnight Address
Fowler Athletics Center, Suite 3014
5302 55th Street

San Diego, CA 92182-4313

STAFF

Administration - (619) 594-3019

Jim Sterk, Athletic Director

Bob Moosbrugger, Deputy Athletic Director/

Chief Operating Officer

Jenny Bramer, Executive Associate Athletic Director/SWA
Chuck Lang, Senior Associate Athletic Director -
Business Administration

Mike May, Senior Associate Athletic Director -
Communications & Media Relations

Mandy McKinley Huiras, Senior Associate Athletic Director -
Development

Steve Schnall, Senior Associate Athletic Director -
External Relations

Bobby Smitheran, Associate Athletic Director - SAASS
Andy Humes, Associate Athletic Director - Compliance
Jenn Brewton, Senior Athletics Coordinator

Linda Kimzey, Administrative Services Coordinator

Academic Services - (619) 594-3395

Bobby Smitheran, Associate Athletic Director - SAASS
Dr. Bre White, Assistant Director of

Academic Services/Academic Advisor

Willie Judd, Academic Advisor

Jessica Amerosa, Academic Advisor

Megan Parry, Learning Specialist

Ashley Sloper, Student-Athlete Services Coordinator
Kelsey Manasco, Academic Coordinator

Monique Rico, Academic Coordinator

Jill Coste, Assistant Learning Specialist

Business Office - (619) 594-4996

Chuck Lang, Senior Associate Athletic Director -
Business Administration

Donna Bell, Business Office Manager

Jesse Stephens, Assistant Business Office Manager
Allie White, Accounting Technician

Compliance - (619) 594-3395

Andy Humes, Senior Associate Athletic Director
Kelly Giblin, Director of Compliance

J.T. O'Sullivan, Compliance Assistant

Jessica Hasson, Financial Aid Coordinator

Lori Mitchell, Administrative Assistant

Development - (619) 594-5162

Bob Moosbrugger, Deputy Athletic Director -
Chief Operating Officer

Mandy McKinley Huiras, Senior Associate Athletic Director -
Aztec Club/Annual Giving

Morgan McSweeney, Assistant Athletic Director -
Development

Drew St. Aubin, Assistant Athletic Director -
Development/Major Gifts

SKdney Bates, Assistant Director - Aztec Club
Sherry Bertram, Assistant Director - Aztec Club
Johanna Pfeiffer, Development Specialist

Equipment Services - $619) 594-4951

Angie Garza, Director of Equipment Services

Sonny Sanfilippo, Assistant Director of Equipment Services
Dennis Brown, Equipment Attendant

Samantha Sneddon, Equipment Attendant

Facilities & Operations - (619) 594-4191

Dave Noll, Assistant Athletic Director of Operations -
Event Management

Tim Baron, Assistant Athletic Director of Operations -
Facilities

Steve Bartel, Facilities and Operations Coordinator
Louis Schenk, Facilities and Operations Specialist
Philip Piech, Facilities and Operations Coordinator
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Marketing & Corporate Sales - (619) 594-4549
Todd Greenbaum, Director of Marketing, Sales and
Fulfillment

Media Relations - (619) 594-5547

Mike May, Senior Associate Athletic Director -
Communications & Media Relations

Jamie McConeghy, Assistant Athletic Director -
Media Relations

Darin Wong, Assistant Athletic Director - Media Relations
Dave Kuhn, Assistant Media Relations Director
Jim Solien, Assistant Media Relations Director
Victoria Valencia, Media Relations Coordinator
Jen Heisel, Media Relations Assistant

Jason Bott, Coordinator of Multimedia Productions

Sports Medicine - (619) 594-5551

Tom Abdenour, Head Athletic Trainer

Patrick Spieldenner, Head Football Athletic Trainer
Jacob Callahan, Assistant Athletic Trainer
Queenie Soriano, Assistant Athletic Trainer

Jeff Kahn, Assistant Athletic Trainer

Deborah Perez, Assistant Athletic Trainer

Kristin Manyak, Assistant Athletic Trainer

Lisa Contois, Assistant Athletic Trainer

Melissa Strother, Assistant Athletic Trainer

Nik Turner, Assistant Athletic Trainer

Roxanna Gorji, Assistant Athletic Trainer

Nora Dawson, Student Athletic Insurance Coordinator

Strength & Conditionin? - (619) 594-4273

Adam Hall, Assistant Athletic Director - Strength &
Conditionin%

Ed Padilla, Assistant Director - Strength & Conditionin
Chris Jurek, Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach -
Football

Orin Catrett, Assistant Strength & Conditioning Coach
Derrick Baker, Assistant Strengh & Conditioning Coach
Randy Shelton, Strength & Conditioning Coach - Men’s
Basketball

Ticket Office - (619) 594-7892

Gina Balistrieri, Associate Athletic Director -
Ticket Operations

Ashley Salinas, Ticket Office Coordinator
Anthony Tace, Ticket Office Assistant

Adam Core, Ticket Office Representative
Gabriella De Pierro, Ticket Office Representative

Video Staff - (619) 594-7617
Brian Murphy, Video Coordinator
Gregg Nassen, Video Assistant for Football

Technology Services - (619) 594-4263
Scott Horvath, Information Technology Coordinator

COACHING STAFFS

aseball - -
Mark Martinez, Head Coach

Sam Peraza, Pitching Coach

Joe Oliveira, Assistant Coach/Recruiting Coordinator
Eric Lally, Director of Player Development

Men’s Basketball - (619) 594-6249

Steve Fisher, Head Coach

Brian Dutcher, Associate Head Coach/
Head Coach in Waiting

Justin Hutson, Assistant Coach

David Velasquez, Assistant Coach

Mark Fisher, Assistant to the Head Coach
Matt Soria, Director of Basketball Operations
Tim Shelton, Director of Player Development
Leana DeKock, Administrative Assistant

Women'’s Basketball - (619) 594-4095

Stacie Terry, Head Coach

Jesse Clark, Assistant Coach

Ciara Carl, Assistant Coach

Nick Grant, Assistant Coach

Fatema Arefi, Director of Basketball Operations
Kevin Adams, Director of Player Development
Gladie Jaffe, Administrative Assistant

AZTEC BASKETBALL =

Women'’s Crew - (619) 594-0650
Bill Zack, Head Coach

Daniel Duxbury, Assistant Coach
Joeri Bruschinski, Assistant Coach

Women’s Track & Cross Country - (619) 594-5514
Shelia Burrell, Head Coach

Michelle Freeman, Assistant Coach

Greg Garza, Assistant Coach

Football - (619) 594-6769

Rocky Long, Head Coach

Jeff Horton, Associate Head Coach
Zach Amett, Assistant Coach

Hunkie Cooper, Assistant Coach
Danny Gonzales, Assistant Coach
Bobby Hauck, Assistant Coach

Osia Lewis, Assistant Coach

Blane Morgan, Assistant Coach

Mike Schmidt, Assistant Coach

Tony White, Assistant Coach

Jashon Sykes, Director of Operations
Kevin McGarry, Director of Player Personnel

Men’s Golf - (619) 594-4334
Ryan Donovan, Head Coach

Women'’s Golf - (619) 594-7665
Leslie Spalding, Head Coach
Carly Ludwig, Assistant Coach

Women'’s Lacrosse - (619) 594-6548
Kylee White, Head Coach
Brandi Padilla, Assistant Coach

Men’s Soccer - (619) 594-0136
Lev Kirshner, Head Coach

Matt Hall, Associate Head Coach
Ziggy Korytoski, Assistant Coach
Tony Vigil, Assistant Coach

Women’s Soccer - (619) 594-3749
Mike Friesen, Head Coach
Juan Pablo Favero, Associate Head Coach

Softball - (619) 594-1952

Kathy Van Wyk, Head Coach

Stacey Nuveman Deniz, Associate Head Coach
Mia Longfellow, Assistant Coach

Women’s Swimming & Diving - (619) 594-5883
Mike Shrader, Head Coach

Stephen Allnutt, Assistant Coach

Roland McDonald, Diving Coach

Men’s Tennis - (619) 594-5084
Gene Carswell, Head Coach
Jeff Thomsen, Assistant Coach

Women'’s Tennis - (619) 594-6505
Peter Mattera, Head Coach
Lindsey Gamp, Assistant Coach

Women'’s Volleyball - (619) 594-5064
Deitre Collins-Parker, Head Coach

Kevin Maureen Campbell, Assistant Coach
Melanie Greene, Assistant Coach

Julie Parker, Operations Assistant

Women’s Water Polo - (619) 594-0649
Carin Crawford, Head Coach
Bill Cohn, Assistant Coach

Band - (619) 594-1600
Bryan Ransom, Band Director

Cheerleading - (619) 594-4549
Jennifer Long, Head Coach

135

B . _a

-

9ping DIpaYY (OGS0 SUaLO 3812y 9 |-G 10



GoAztecs.com | @GoAztecs | @AztecWBB | #RiseUp

DEIDRA SMITH
Sr.|6-2|F

Aurora, Colo.

Denver East HS/Boston College

So.|5-7|G
Anaheim Hills, Calif.
Mater Dei HS

CHEYENNE GREENHOUSE
So.|5-11|G

Riverside, Calif.

Canyon Springs HS

STACIE TERRY
Head Coach

Third Season

UT Arlington (1998)

SANGDIEGOFSTATE

AZTEC BASKETBALL

ARIELL BOSTICK
Jr.|5-4|G

Oakland, Calif.

Bishop O’Dowd HS

MCKYNZIE FORT
So.|59|G

Fontana, Calif.

Etiwanda HS

KYLIE HERD
Jr.|6-0|F

Phoenix, Ariz.
Arcadia HS/Mesa CC

F
JESSE CLARK
Assistant Coach
Third Season
Pacific Union (2003)
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KYMBERLY ELLISON
Jr.|5-7|G
Columbus, Ga.

Hardaway HS/Georgia Tech

GEENA GOMEZ
So.|5-8|G

Huntington Beach, Calif.
Edison HS/St.Joseph’s (Pa.)

ARANTXA GOMEZ
Fr.|6-0|F

Valencia, Spain

Parque Colegio Santa Ana HS

AHJALEE HARVEY
Sr.|5-6|G

Mountain View, Calif.
Eastside College Prep

A
LEXY THORDERSON
So. | 6-0 | G/F
Castle Rock, Colo.

Rock Canyon HS

_
ALEIAH BRANDON
Jr|6-1|F

Corona, Calif.

Centennial HS

CIARA CARL NICK GRANT
Assistant Coach Assistant Coach
Third Season Second Season
Point Loma/Nazarene (2005) Baylor (2010)
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