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Steve Fisher has conducted one
of  the greatest turnarounds in
college basketball history at
SDSU. He has taken a program
that won an average of  9.8 games
from the 1986-87 to 1999-00 sea-
sons to seven postseason tourna-
ments and has the Aztecs in a
position to win the MWC.

This Is San Diego State
2 0 1 0  N C A A T O U R N A M E N T  u 2 0 1 0  M O U N TA I N  W E S T  C O N F E R E N C E  C H A M P I O N S

2010-11 SAN DIEGO STATE BASKETBALL t t t t t 13







































This is the Mountain West
From its inception in 1999, the Mountain West Conference has been committed to excellence in intercollegiate athletics,

while promoting the academic missions of its member institutions.  Progressive in its approach, the MWC continues to culti‑
vate opportunities for student‑athletes to compete at the highest level, while fostering academic achievement and sportsman‑
ship.  Now in its 12th year, the MWC has been assertive in its involvement with the NCAA governance structure and has taken
a leadership role in the overall administration of intercollegiate athletics.

The Mountain West Conference has marked several achievements over its first 11 years of existence, most notably becom‑
ing the first to establish a sports television network dedicated solely to an intercollegiate athletic conference (The Mtn.). The
Mountain West also was the first to experiment with the coaches challenge in the college football instant replay system, and
was the first non‑automatic‑qualifying BCS conference to participate in and win two BCS bowl games. Additionally, the
Mountain West was the first conference to have a member institution with No. 1 overall picks in both the NFL and NBA drafts
in the same year (Utah’s Alex Smith and Andrew Bogut, respectively in 2005).  With San Diego State’s Stephen Strasburg claim‑

ing the No. 1 pick in the 2009 MLB Draft, the Mountain West is one of two conferences to have the No. 1 selection in each of the NFL, NBA and MLB
drafts since the MWC was founded in 1999.  The Mountain West also ranks second in No. 1 draft picks in the NFL, NBA and MLB over the last six years
with three overall.   

The Mountain West Conference is noted for its geographic diversity. Some of the most beautiful terrain and landscapes in the nation can be found
within Mountain West Conference boundaries, including the majestic Rocky Mountain range, which borders four MWC institutions (Air Force, BYU,
Colorado State and Utah). The high plains of Wyoming (elevation 7,220 feet – the highest Division I campus in the nation) contrast with the desert city of
Las Vegas (the fastest growing metropolitan area in the West) and the Pacific Ocean locale of San Diego State. The southwestern flavor of New Mexico
complements the western heritage and culture of Fort Worth, Texas, home of the MWC’s most recent member, TCU.   

History
The Mountain West Conference was conceived on May 26, 1998, when the presidents of eight institutions — Air Force, BYU, Colorado State, New

Mexico, San Diego State, UNLV, Utah and Wyoming — decided to form a new NCAA Division I‑A intercollegiate athletic conference.  The split from the
former 16‑team conference re‑established continuity and stability among the membership within the new league and signaled the continuation of its tra‑
dition‑rich, long‑standing athletic rivalries. Five of the MWC’s eight original members have been conference rivals since the 1960s (BYU, Utah, New
Mexico, Wyoming, Colorado State), while San Diego State (1978) and Air Force (1980) were longtime members as well. UNLV and TCU entered the fold
in 1996 and the Rebels continued as one of the original eight institutions that formed the MWC in 1999.  TCU re‑joined the group with its first year of
competition in the Mountain West in 2005‑06.  On June 11, 2010, Commissioner Craig Thompson announced the addition of Boise State University to the
Mountain West Conference, effective July 1, 2011.     

2009-10 in Review
A league‑record four men’s basketball teams represented the Mountain West in the 2010 NCAA Tournament, marking the 10th time in the last 11 years

the Conference has sent multiple teams to the Big Dance.  San Diego State captured the MWC Tournament title to earn the league’s automatic bid, while
MWC regular‑season champion New Mexico was joined by BYU and UNLV in receiving at‑large invitations.  Two MWC teams were ranked for eight
consecutive weeks, and finished the season ranked in both of the Coaches’ and Associated Press final polls for the first time in league history.

Exposure
The Mountain West Conference continues to receive unprecedented national television exposure through a combination of telecasts on The Mtn., CBS

College Sports Network (formerly CSTV) and VERSUS.  In 2009‑10, 46 football, 94 men’s basketball and 34 women’s basketball Conference‑controlled con‑
tests were broadcast nationally.      

On August 26, 2004, CBS College Sports Network (formerly CSTV) and the Mountain West Conference announced a visionary partnership that revo‑
lutionized the college sports landscape. The landmark agreement was the first NCAA Division I football and men’s basketball conference‑wide deal for
CSTV and provided the network exclusive rights to all Conference events, including cable and satellite television coverage, national over‑the‑air and satel‑
lite radio, video‑on‑demand and online broadcast rights.      

In the summer of 2006, the centerpiece of this historic relationship was realized with the launch of The Mtn. – MountainWest Sports Network, the first
sports network dedicated to serving a single collegiate athletic conference. Nearly 25,000 hours of MWC programming have aired on The Mtn. since the
network’s launch on Sept. 1, 2006, and over 260 MWC events are shown live annually through a combination of telecasts on The Mtn., CBS College Sports
Network and VERSUS.  CBS College Sports Network is currently in 38 million homes, and available in 89 million nationwide. VERSUS is in 79 million
households across the U.S.

Opportunity
The MWC provides a first‑class athletic and academic experience for more than 7,000 student‑athletes each year. Over the past 11 years, 34 Mountain

West student‑athletes have earned NCAA Postgraduate Scholarships, and since the league’s inception in 1999, an additional 22 student‑athletes have been
named MWC Scholar‑Athlete of the Year and awarded league‑sponsored postgraduate scholarships. Three student‑athletes have earned distinction as
Rhodes Scholars (Jessica Mellinger, Wyoming and Delavane Diaz and Brittany Morreale, Air Force).    

Conference student‑athletes are also given a voice regarding pertinent issues within the MWC and NCAA governance structure through representa‑
tion on the Student‑Athlete Advisory Committee (SAAC). The Mountain West Conference SAAC consists of 19 representatives; two student‑athletes from
each member institution and one faculty athletics representative. The committee reviews and reacts to legislation and to other topics referred by the
Conference constituent groups or committees related to the student‑athlete experience.     
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